
REVIEWS 
Annotated List of Birds of Blakeney Point. By W. Rowan, 

(Blakeney Point Hand Lists, No. 1.) 

THIS is a useful little handbook to the birds of a very restricted 
district of the north Norfolk coast, which, although only 
providing breeding-places for some fifteen forms, neverthe
less has been visited by no fewer than 213 species, a surpris
ingly large number considering its very limited area. 

Blakeney Point has a double interest for ornithologists, 
not only on account of the fine colony of Common and Lesser 
Terns, but also as being an excellent station for watching 
migration. Mr. Rowan has little to say with regard to the 
Tern colony (which is more fully described in another of the 
Blakeney Point publications), but he mentions a single case 
in which four eggs, laid by one bird, were found in 1914. In 
1917 when Mr. E. C. Stuart Baker and Dr. H. N. Coltart 
visited the Point, they were able to see from one spot no fewer 
than four nests each containing four eggs, while one nest 
actually contained five eggs. 

The Annotated List of occasional visitors has been 
compiled with considerable care, but we should have been 
glad of fuller details in the case of some of the rarer species. 
On p. 8 it is stated that three specimens of Richard's Pipit 
were taken in the district in October, 1907. We believe that 
November was the month in which they were obtained ; and 
it was in 1908 that Ramm obtained the two birds which are 
now in Mr. Lysaght's collection. 

The Osprey does not figure in the List, but as migrants 
have been obtained at Cley (e.g. one was shot there on May 
22nd, 1910), some mention might have been made of this 
species. The Ruddy Sheld-Duck appears to have been over
looked, although Mr. Lysaght has one, shot at Blakeney 
about August 18th, 1898, by G. Long. The same collection 
also contains an immature Eider shot in 1891, a White-
fronted Goose, an immature Little Gull, shot November 7th, 
1877, and a pure white Little Grebe, shot October 23rd, 1907 
(Zool., 1908, p. 136), all obtained at Blakeney, of which no 
mention is made in the List. 

We do not find any mention of the Great Skua, but Mr. 
R. S. Standen records one as seen by Mm near the mouth of 
the Harbour, Blakeney, on August 27th, 1889 (Field, 
September, 7th 1889). 
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The Kentish Plover is stated to have been taken once 
" many years back " by Mr. J . H. Gurney, This bird was 
obtained in 1874 (Cf. Zool., 1874, p. 4196), but Mr. Gurney 
(Catalogue of the Birds of Norfolk, p. 32) says : " I have known 
it occur three times at Blakeney." Some additional informa
tion as to what is meant by the " Intermediate Ringed Plover, 
C ? " (No. 150 in the list) would be of interest in a future 
edition. 

Probably there are few spots in the British Islands which 
could furnish a longer list ot casual visitors than the " Point," 
and we are glad that it has at last found a zealous and careful 
chronicler in Mr. Rowan. P. C. R. JOUEDAIN. 
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