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T H E NEST DOWN OF SOME BRITISH DUCKS: 
A CORRECTION. 

BY 

ANNIE C. JACKSON, HOK. MEM. B.O.IX. 

IN my notes on the " Moults and Sequence of Plumages in 
some British Ducks," in British Birds, Vol. IX., pp 34-42. 
I gave a brief description of the nest down of some of the 
species dealt with, my descriptions being based on the nest-
down found on the female. Unfortunately I omitted to 
remove the nest down from the skin and failed to notice that 
towards the extreme base the down in most cases is white, 
these white bases being the most conspicuous when the down 
is examined en masm in the nest. I have delayed making 
this correction, as I hoped to deal more fully with the down 
of ducks, but owing to the impossibility of collecting the 
necessary material at present this must be postponed. My 
thanks are due to the Rev. F . C. R. Jourdain and Mr. P. F . 
Bunyard for most kindly sending me some ducks' down to 
examine. The following descriptions are intended to take the 
place of those given by me previously ; in most cases the down 
from the nest has been examined as well as that from the skin ; 
it is interesting to note that the sepia and light brown coloured 
downs referred to in the table below were in every case from 
nest linings which had been collected some time ago, mostly 
thirty or forty years ago, and my impression is that they have 
faded ; in many cases the nest down was also much abraded. 
Towards the end of the incubation period the nest down 
apparently becomes much abraded and faded, as instanced 
by down in my possession collected from a Mallard's nest after 
the young had hatched. The nest linings examined were 
composed of nest down, ordinary down and feathers, in some 
instances very little ordinary down was present. 

I n these descriptions of nest linings, I have not thought it necessary 
to describe the feathers found amongst the down, as they have been 
already figured and described by Mr. Heatley Noble in British Birds, 
Vol. I I . , pp . 18-23 and 37-41. I should like, however, to point out 
that it is, I consider, impossible to identify a nest lining of any of the 
above species by examination of the down alone, and tha t the feathers 
• re by far the most important means of identification. 
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SPECIES. ORDINARY DOWN. NEST DOWN. REMARKS. 

Anas p. pla-
tyrhyncha 

Grey, ash brown or 
dusky brown in 
the mass, white 
towards base and 
with lighter tips ; 
when d i s i n t e -
grated appears 
white, very faint
ly tinged dusky 

Blackish, black, 
brown or sepia, 
in some light 
b r o w n , b a s e , 
namely, centre of 
down, white or 
brownish white, 
with very faint 
i n d i c a t i o n s of 
white or light 
tips 

The sepia and light 
brown coloured 
downs referred to 
were from nest 
linings ex See-
bohm Coll. (now 
in the Natural 
History Museum, 
South Kensing
ton), collected in 
the years 1871, 
1873, 1881 and 
1884. 

Anas strepera Greyish brown or 
dusky brown in 
the mass with 
white tips and 
bases ; when dis
integrated ap-
pearswhite tinged 
greyish or dusky 
brown 

Blackish brown or 
sepia with white 
or b r o w n i s h 
white centres and 
tips 

Anas c. crecca Ashy brown with 
white bases; ap
pears paler when 
disintegrated and 
in some white 
with pale greyish 
white tips 

Blackish, sepia, or 
light brown, with 
light brown tips 
sometimes faintly 
indicated a n d 
large conspicuous 
white bases 

In the nest linings 
collected in the 
years 1871, 1874, 
1875, 1876, ex See-
bohm Coll. (now in 
the Natural His
tory Museum) the 
down was sepia 
or light brown in 
coloration. 

Anase.earo-
linensis 

Ashy brown, light
er towards t ip 
and whitish to
wards base 

Black with buff 
tips and white 
bases 

No nest lining ex
amined. 

Anas discors Pale ashy (when 
disintegrated ap
pears pale ashy 
white) with whit
ish tips and whit
ish towards base 

Blackish brown 
with white bases 
and with whitish 
or buffish tips ; 
the tips some
times ill-defined 

Anas quer-
quedula 

Ashy brown,white 
towards base ; 
when d i s i n t e -
grated appears 
white with pale 
dusky tips 

Blackish brown or 
sepia with white 
centres and con
spicuous white 
tips 

Anas pene-
lope 

Ashy brown with 
lighter tips and 
bases ; appears 
very pale ashy 
brown when dis
integrated 

Blackish, b l a c k , 
brown or sepia, 
with white bases 
and conspicuous 
white tips 

The sepia coloured 
down referred to 
was from nest lin
ings in the See-
bohm Coll. (now 
in the Natural His-
toryMuseum). The 
nests were taken 
a t the Petchora in 
the year 1875. 
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S P E C I E S . ORDINABY D O W N . ISfBST D O W N . BBMABKS. 

Anas 
americana 

Ash brown with 
white tips and 
bases I 

Blackish brown or 
sepia tippedwhite 
and with white 
bases 

Blackish, black, 
brown or sepia, 
with faint white 
or light brown 
tips and white 
cen tres 

The blackish brown 
down was taken 
from a nest in 
1917; the sepia 
coloured down, on 
the other hand, 
had been collected 
some t ime ago. 

The sepia coloured 
down was des
cribed from nests 
from the Seebohm 
Coll. (now in the 
Natura l History 
Museum), taken in 
the years 1880 and 
1883. 

The only sepia 
coloured downs 
examined were 
those from the See
bohm Coll (now in 
the Natural His
tory Museum), 
taken in the years 
1883 and 1885. 

Spatida 
clypeata 

Ash brown with 
white bases and 
lighter tips, paler 
when d i s i n t e 
grated 

Anas acuta Ashy brown with 
w h i t e b a s e s ; 
when d i s i n t e -
grated.whitewith 
p a l e s t d u s k y 
white tips 

Blackish, black, 
brown or sepia 
with large white 
centres and faint 
white or light 
brown tips 

Nyroca ierina Ash grey or light 
ashy brown.white 
towards b a s e , 
very pale ashy 
brown or ashy 
grey when dis
integrated 

Blackish, black, 
brown or sepia, 
with small and in
conspicuous white 
or pale brownish 
white centres, 
sometimes with 
faint indications 
of lighter tips 

Blackish, brownor ; 
dark sepia, with 
very small incon
spicuous white 
or brownishwhite 
centres and some
times lighter tips 

Blackish, black 
brown or sepia . 
with small incon
spicuous white 
centres 

Nyroca 
nyroca 

Pale ashy brown, 
w h i t e towards 
base and with 
lighter tips 

Nyroca 
fttligula 

Ashy brown with 
lighter tips and 
w h i t e towards 
b a s e ; a p p e a r s 
paler when dis- i 
integrated 

The only s e p i a 
coloured down ex
amined was col
lected in the year 
1885 ex Seebohm 
Coll. (now in the 
Natural History 
Museum). 

The sepia coloured 
nest down was col
lected in the years 
1875 and 1885 <sc 
SeebohmColl.(now 
in the Natural 
History Museum). 

Nyroca 
marila 

Ash brown, tipped 
white and wi th 
w h i t e towards 
utmost base : ap
pears paler when 
disintegrated 

Blackish, black, 
brown or sepia, 
with very small 
i n c o n s p i c u o u s 
white or brown
ish white centres 


