
PiOTES 
BLUE-HEADED WAGTAILS IN HERTFORDSHIRE. 
ON August 29th, 1918, I saw about a dozen Blue-headed 
Wagtails (Motacilla f. flava) close to my house near Hitchin. 
There were two old cooks among them, so probably the 
flock consisted of two broods. They were evidently on migra
tion, but I watched them feeding for some time. I have 
not previously seen the bird here, and Mr. A. E. Crossman, 
in the Victoria History of Hertfordshire, makes no mention 
of it. J. BEDDALL SMITH. 

MARSH-WARBLER BREEDING IN STAFFORDSHIRE. 
IN 1916 I first reported the presence of the Marsh-Warbler 
(Acrocephalus palnstris) in South Staffordshire (Brit. Birds, 
X., p. 118), but neither then nor in the following year did I 
discover a nest, although there is little doubt that breeding 
took place in both seasons. The breeding sites seemed to be of 
quite a different character to those in which I had previously 
found this species nesting in considerable numbers in Worces
tershire (cf. Brit. Birds, V., p. 106), where the nests were usually 
attached to various tall plants growing along hedgerows in 
lanes or fields, and sometimes among growing crops of wheat 
and beans; while here the males were usually heard singing 
amidst thickly matted osier beds. 

During the spring of 1918 I heard the unmistakable song 
for several days in the corner of a willow plantation, more 
easy of access than usual, and determined to make a thorough 
search. The song was first noted on May 31st, and on June 
14th I discovered a nest, which contained not only three eggs 
of the Marsh-Warbler, but also one of the Cuckoo (Cuculus c. 
canons). The latter was of a somewhat unusual type, being 
only scantily spotted with purplish-brown on a very light 
ground. The nest was about 5 ft. 6 in. from the ground to 
the top of the nest, supported by a tall nettle and a willow 
branch. I took the egg of the Cuckoo and one of the Marsh-
Warbler, but though the bird returned to the nest at first, 
it was eventually forsaken. 

However, the birds remained in the neighbourhood, and a 
further search, on June 19th, resulted in the discovery of a 
second nest, about sixteen or eighteen yards from the first, 
supported by several stems of meadow-sweet, and close to 
the water It was then apparently just finished, and on the 
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morning of June 22nd contained three eggs. Passing by the 
osier bed on the afternoon of the same day, I was surprised 
to find that two of the Marsh-Warbler's eggs had disappeared 
and a Cuckoo's egg of the same type as that previously taken 
had been inserted. The Marsh-Warbler subsequently laid 
two more eggs, and I took the Cuckoo's egg and one of the 
fosterer's without causing the birds to forsake. 

One or two other males were also singing in the district, 
but they seemed to wander about, without settling down 
to nest. 

Thus, on June 22nd, a male was singing incessantly in some 
rough ground overgrown with willow-herb and other tall 
plants, but on revisiting the spot on the following day with a 
friend, we could neither see nor hear anything of it. Possibly, 
as this district must be practically the northern limit of the 
breeding range of this species, the males have difficulty in 
securing mates, and failing in this respect, abandon their 
breeding territory and wander from place to place. 

W. DA VIES. 

CUCKOOS' EGGS IN NESTS OP RED-BACKED 
SHRIKE. 

ON May 26th, 1918, I found in Surrey in a Whitethorn bush, 
about four feet from the ground, a nest of the Red-backed 
Shrike (Lanius c, collurio), containing an egg of the Cuckoo 
(Cuculus c. canorus) with five of the foster-parent. On visiting 
the same locality on June 9th, I found another Cuckoo's egg in 
a nest of the Red-backed Shrike with four of the fosterer. This 
was also in a Whitethorn about four feet from the ground. 
All the foster-parent's eggs are of the erythristic form, and the 
Cuckoo's, which are apparently by the same bird, have a warm 
cream ground, very thickly and evenly mottled all over with 
pale brown. 

On the Continent the Red-backed Shrike is apparently a 
not uncommon foster-parent, but in this country I should 
consider it fairly rare, though I have five clutches in my 
collection from Kent and Surrey. In 1897 several were 
found by a friend in Kent, some of which passed into the late 
Mr. Dresser's collection, and two into my own. Mr. J. Rolph 
also informs me that he found a Cuckoo's egg in a nest of 
the Red-backed Shrike in Suffolk during the present year. I 
have not heard of any others being found, with the exception 
of those mentioned above. P. I*. BTJNYAKD. 

ON June 1st, 1918, in Worcestershire, I found a nest of Red-
backed Shrike (Lanius c. collurio) with three eggs and also 
one of the Cuokoo (Cuculus c. canorus). R. E. VATIGHAN. 
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STRANGE NESTING-SITE OF SAND-MARTIN. 
SAND-MARTINS (Biparia r. riparia) have been recorded from 
time to time as breeding in holes of walls, and even in drain
pipes projecting from walls, but a nest which was shown to 
me at Standlake Rectory, Oxfordshire, on May 25th, 1918, 
was in such an extraordinary position that it appears worth 
recording. A small brick outhouse has been built on to a 
garden wall, and is used as an ashpit. A piece of iron spouting 
runs along the inner wall of the outhouse, and is carried out 
through the garden wall. A pair of Sand Martins gained 
access to the outhouse through the outlet of the spouting, 
after a contest with another pair which had designs on the 
same site, and built a nest in the spouting, two or three feet 
from the opening, and inside the ashpit. When I saw it 
the five eggs were cold and appeared forsaken, the rain-water 
having soaked through the nest. A second nest was subse
quently built, but this also came to grief from the same cause, 
so that no young were reared from this strange site. 

F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

TEAL MARKED IN RUSSIAN LAPLAND RECOVERED 
IN ITALY. 

I N addition to the Teal (Anas c. crecca) marked in Finland 
and recovered in Spain, which I recorded antea, p. 69, another 
Teal marked with a Helsingfors ring has performed a long 
journey. It was marked as a juvenile with ring No. 410, 
by J. Forsius, on June 26th, 1913, at Loitsomajarvi, east of 
Nuortti, in Russian Lapland, and recovered at Vallaza, near 
Bologna in North Italy, early in 1914, having travelled 2,900 
kilometres from where it was hatched. H. W. ROBINSON. 

PALLAS'S SAND-GROUSE IN WORCESTER
SHIRE IN 1888. 

ON November I4th, 1916,1 acquired from Miss Edith Heynes, 
Barnt Green, Worcestershire, a small case containing two 
Pallas's Sand-Grouse (8yrrhapfp.s paradoxus), male and female. 

These were shot with two others, also male and female, out 
of a flock of five, by Mr. C. Johnson, of Sedgemere, Knowle, 
Warwickshire, in a field called " The Pocket," on the farm 
attached to Cofton Hall, Barnt Green, at that time occupied 
by Miss Heynes's father, the late Mr. J. Heynes. 

Two of these birds remained in the possession of Mr. Heynes 
until his death in October, 1916 ; the other two were given 
to the late Rev. K. A. Deakin, Rector of Cofton : all were set 
up by John Betteridge, of Birmingham. 
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A faded Jabel in the handwriting of the late Mrs. Heynes 
was affixed to the case, which reads as follows :—" Killed 
December 28th (or 29th ? illegible), 1888 out of (? illegible) 
five. Both shot at Cofton Hall by C. Johnson, Esq., of 
Sedgemere, near Knowle." 

What ultimately became of the two which Mr. Deakin had 
T do not know, but I have been given to understand that they 
are now in the Victoria Institute Museum, Worcester. 

The Heynes family are personal friends of mine of many 
years standing : Mr. Johnson, who was a brother of Mrs. 
Heynes, I met in January, 1896, when he recounted to me 
the circumstances of the capture. 

The only instance of the occurrence of this Sand-Grouse in 
Worcestershire known to the late R. F. Tomes, was that of 
cne seen by himself at North Littleton, on May 18th, 1888. 
He seems to have been quite unaware of the Cofton birds, 
as also of the above-mentioned Mr. Deakin's record of the 
Teal breeding at Cofton Reservoir in 1892 and 1896. Cf. 
Ornithologist, 1896, p. 120, and Victoria History of Worcester
shire, p. 163.) T. GROUND. 

DUSKY REDSHANKS IN HERTFORDSHIRE. 
AT mid-day, on August 25th, 1918, a party of five Redshanks 
dropped down to the mud at one of the reservoirs at Tring, 
and at once began to feed in a large bed of Polygonum amphi-
bium in three or four inches of water. The Common Redshank 
(Tringa totanus) may often be seen on migration at the 
reservoirs, but an indefinable something in the appearance 
of these birds as they dropped to the mud invited more than 
a casual glance. When the glass was brought to bear upon 
them it was evident that not only were they slightly larger, 
and had longer and darker bills than Common Redshanks, 
but that the upper parts were ashy grey, with well-defined 
pale spots on the wing-coverts, and that the fore-neck, breast 
and belly were ashy grey too, although of a lighter tint, whilst 
a broad, dark streak through the eye showed up in strong 
contrast with the whitish cheek. My impression that the 
birds were Dusky Redshanks (Tringa erythropus) was con
firmed when I put them up, for the tail feathers at a little 
distance looked uniformly dusky brown, and showed up the 
white rump as a conspicuous circular spot. The big white 
wing-patches, due to the colour of the secondaries—perhaps 
the outstanding feature of the Common Redshank in flight— 
were absent: and the note uttered by the birds as they flew 
over the water was a soft and melodious tchuet, which had 
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no resemblance whatever to the loud, clear tew, tew of the 
common species. All five were birds of the year, having 
orange-yellow legs. They were back again on the mud in a 
minute or two, feeding assiduously, but presently after a stay of 
about an hour in all they got up, rose high in the air and went 
clear away. A subsequent examination of Lord Rothschild's 
series of skins of Common and Dusky Redshanks in the Tring 
Museum showed that the characters I had noted in the field 
(with no preconceived idea of the appearance of the immature 
Dusky Redshank) were just those in which Tringa erythropus 
differs from T. tolanus. There is no record of the Dusky 
Redshank in Mr. A. F. Crossman's article in the Victoria 
History of Hertfordshire. CHAS. OLDHAM. 

CASPIAN TERN IN SUSSEX. 
A MALE Caspian Tern (Sterna tschegrava) was shot at Rye, 
Sussex, on June 3rd, 1916. It was examined in the flesh by 
Mr. W. Ruskin Butterfield, and also by Mr. H. W. Ford 
Lindsay. This species has been previously recorded from 
Rye Bay on one occasion, and two were killed at Jury's 
Gap, on the Kentish border, in 1915. J. B. NICHOLS. 

MOVEMENTS OP BLACK-HEADED GULLS PROM 
FINLAND. 

IN conjunction with my "Report on the Results of Ringing 
Black-headed Gulls" (Larus ridihundus) in Great Britain 
(British Birds, Vol. VIII., p. 209), it maybe of interest to give 
the movements of this species from Finland, as marked at 
Helsingfors with Prof. Palmen's rings in 1913-14 and 15. 
Two were obtained close to where they were marked within 
a month; one obtained in Helsingfors harbour 12 months 
after it was marked, was probably breeding where hatched; 
and possibly two others obtained 2 years and 3 weeks and 
1 year and lOi months later, within 100 kilometres, were also 
nesting in or near their parent gullery. Of the others there 
appear to be two general movements—the one south-west, 
and the other almost due south. 

S.W.—In the Baltic one was obtained on the then Russian 
Island of Osel, Iff- months later, having travelled 262 km., 
another on the Island of Gotland, 1±\ months afterwards, was 
486 km. from home, and a third was caught at Memel on the 
then Russo-German frontier, 2 months after marking, having 
travelled 560 km. Another specimen was shot in South 
Sweden 790 km. from its birthplace l-|-f months after being 
marked there. One was obtained in East Prussia l i f months 
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later, having travelled 680 km.; two in Pomerania, 2 f | and 
5f | months afterwards, had travelled 955 km. and 980 km. 
respectively ; whilst a fourth occurred in the Kiel Canal seven 
months after marking, having travelled 1,100 km. from its 
parent gullery. In Denmark two were found, the first on 
the Island of Moen 5£f months afterwards, and the second on 
the Island of Sjselland seven months afterwards, having moved 
950 km. and 928 km. respectively from where they were 
hatched; and another had travelled 1,450 km. to the island 
of Grootebroek in Holland, where it was found 5f f months 
afterwards. These three were all 1914 hatched birds. 

S.—Of those going south, one was shot on the south coast 
of the Gulf of Finland 5 / ¥ months later, having only travelled 
88 km. in that time. 

One, evidently making for the Mediterranean, was killed 
in Austria, near Vienna, 5f-J months after liberation, having 
travelled 1,360 km. No less than five actually crossed the 
continent of Europe and reached the Mediterranean. The 
first was shot 6|f months later in the Adriatic in Austrian 
Italy at Parenzo-Istrien on the Gulf of Venice, the second 
being killed in Venice itself, 7 H months after marking. These 
two birds, which were not of the same year, had travelled 
1,800 km. 

The third was shot in the harbour of Bari on the east coast 
of Southern Italy, ten months after it was marked, 2,200 km. 
away, and the fourth in the Pontine Marshes near Rome, 
Central Italy, seven months afterwards, 2,240 km. from where 
it was labelled. The fifth attained the greatest distance, 
namely, 2,280 km., being caught 7 | | months after marking 
on Toulon Roads, on the Mediterranean coast of France. 

Two of these five birds were marked in 1915, two in 1914, 
and one in 1913, so that they did not all travel together, as 
might be surmised ; the Vienna record also being a 1914 bird. 
As five out of the eighteen foreign returns reached the 
Mediterranean, and the Vienna bird was also evidently bound 
thither, it looks as if a large proportion of these Gulls bred 
in Northern Europe wintered there. I t must, however, be 
pointed out that there have been no returns from Central 
Europe since the 1913 birds scattered, owing to the war. 

H. W. ROBINSON. 

THE ANNUAL OOLOGICAL DINNER.—The fourth of these 
interesting reunions took place at Pagani's on Tuesday, 
September 10th, 1918, and was well attended, over thirty 
being present. Lord Rothschild presided, and a most interest-
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ing exhibition (chiefly consisting of eggs of the Limicolm) was 
on view. The largest contributor was Mr. P. P. Bunyard, 
whose series of Charadriidce were much admired, but important 
exhibits were also shown by Lord Rothschild, Mr, E. C. 
Stuart Baker, Mr. R. H. Read, Dr. W. Eagle Clarke, Mr. 
P. B. Smyth, Major 0. Smeed, Dr. J . Wiglesworth and the 
Rev. F. C. R. Jourdain. The eggs of Tringa guttifer were 
exhibited and described for the first time by Mr. Stuart Baker. 
A short paper on subspecific distinctions in Eggs was also 
read by the Hon. Secretary. 
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