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THE GREAT CRESTED GREBE IN 
WARWICKSHIRE. 

BY 

T H E LATE A. GEOFFKEY LEIGH. 

ONE of the most interesting studies in the history of Warwick
shire birds is afforded by the rapid increase and spread of the 
Great Crested Grebe (Podiceps c. cristatus), a species which 
in less than half a century, from being a rare straggler in the 
non-breeding season, has become a well distributed and 
common breeding bird. 

The earliest recorded appearance in the county appears to 
be that of a bird obtained at Earlswood in 1858 (Zoologist, 
1865, p. 956), a locality which furnished a second example on 
March 5th, 1865 (loc. tit.),whilst a third specimen was obtained 
at Sutton Coldfield on November 15th of the same year 
(Zoologist, 1866, p. 100). No further information is available 
until May 1881, when both birds of a pair breeding at Napton 
were shot (Vict. Hist. Warwick, p. 806), and in September of 
the same year a specimen was obtained at Priors Marston. 
Mr. O. V. Aplin informs me that a pair bred yearly at Worm-
leigh'ton from 1883 to 1888, but that the locality was then 
deserted until 1910, since which year they have bred regularly. 

At Sutton Coldfield the species was present when Mr. Steele 
Elliott first visited the locality in 1887 ; at this time they bred 
on two of the five pools, but one of these was deserted for some 
years until 1894 (Journ. Birm. Nat. Hist. Soc, p. 60). In 1911 
they were breeding on three of the pools, but since then the 
third (Longmore) has been untenanted, and in 1914 they were 
breeding only on Bracebridge and Powell's Pools (Miss B. A. 
Carter). 

Mr. Steele Elliott writes me that the species was present on 
two of the pools at Packington in 1888 or 1889, and since that 
date they have increased considerably in the locality, as many 
as eight pairs being present on the two pools in the early 
breeding season of 1913, whilst a pair also frequented the 
third pool, but have never yet bred there. 

On the reservoir at Shustoke six were seen on April 7th, 
1895. 

The date of the first breeding of this Grebe at Earlswood 
is not obtainable, but it has nested there regularly at least 
since the beginning of the present century. 

From these data it is clear that by about 1900 the Great 
Crested Grebe had become a regular and fairly well distributed 
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breeding species in Warwickshire, yet the late R. P. Tomes, 
writing in 1904 (Vict. Hist. Warwick, p. 206), speaks of it as 
" almost rare, occurring occasionally on the Avon in winter," 
and in 1911 Mr. F. G. Savage confirmed this statement (in litt.) 
with regard to the district around Stratford-on-Avon. This 
is doubtless to be attributed to the circumstance that the 
pools in that neighbourhood are of small size and probably do 
not hold out sufficient attraction to the species as breeding 
quarters ; additional support is given to this conjecture by 
the fact that the species was breeding at the time on the pools 
at Alcester. 

On the majority of the pools already in use the number of 
breeding pairs is increasing yearly, whilst fresh sheets of water 
are being constantly occupied. 

The species is migratory to the extent that all the breeding 
haunts are deserted about mid-November, when many of the 
birds resort to the rivers, where they remain for about three 
months : in all likelihood some leave the district altogether. 

The return to the breeding quarters usually takes place in 
February, but in some localities not till the end of March, 
whilst the late F. Coburn records (Birm. Daily Mail, January 
20th, 1906) that in 1906 they appeared at Earlswood as early 
as January 13th. I have, however, seen pairs indulging in 
the antics of courtship early in March and this continues on 
some occasions until mid-April. 

The breeding season is variable and apparently depends 
largely on the amount of cover available, as where the birds 
depend for nesting-sites on the current year's growth of vegeta
tion, building does not commence till late in April, whilst 
elsewhere I have found eggs at the beginning of the month ; 
yet on two closely adjoining pools, where precisely the same 
conditions exist, I have known a period of three weeks to 
elapse between the laying of eggs by two different pairs. 

I have elsewhere shown (British Birds, III., p. 171) that 
the species is frequently double-brooded and subsequent 
•observation shows that this is a fairly general rule. I have 
seen birds building as J ate as July 18th. 


