
HOTES 
WHITE-WINGED LARKS IN SUSSEX. 

FOOB White-winged Larks (Melanocorypha sibirica) were shot 
at Winchelsea, Sussex, in 1916 : a male on March 30th, a 
male and female on March 31st, and a male on April 2nd. 
These birds are now in my collection. The first three were 
examined in the flesh by Mr. W. Ruskin Butterfield and the 
last by Mr. H. W. Ford-Lindsay. Six specimens have pre
viously been obtained and one seen in Sussex or Kent. 

J. B. NICHOLS. 
[The above specimens passed into Mr. Nichols' possession 

shortly after they were shot, and were mentioned by him in 
a letter received by us early in July 1918, but we delayed 
the publication of the record till we had an opportunity of 
inspecting the birds.—EDS.] 

MARSH-WARBLER BREEDING IN BERKSHIRE. 
ALTHOUGH always alive to the possibility of meeting with the 
Marsh-Warbler (Acrocephalus palustris) nesting in the Thames 
Valley, having come across them in Surrey, Bucks and Oxon, 
I have never until this year met with them in Berkshire. 
During this last season I discovered a pair breeding not so 
very far from Pangbourne, and a second within measurable 
distance of Wargrave. The first of these pairs is the more 
interesting, as it provides probably the earliest nesting date 
yet recorded for this country. The nest, of typical " basket-
handle " shape, was suspended in a dense growth of nettles, 
and contained three eggs on May 27th, 1918. Unfortunately, 
this nest was inadvertently knocked sideways before being 
seen, and was afterwards, of course, deserted. By June 2nd 
the birds had another nest ready for eggs, but this time had 
elected to sling it from thistles at a few yards distance from 
the first. On June 9th this nest held five eggs. 

The nest of the second pair was not found until July 6tn, 
when it contained two eggs. These birds had chosen for a 
site the middle of about a couple of acres of almost impenetrable 
tangle of reed, nettle, bindweed, osier, comfrey and meadow
sweet, and had slung their nest from stems of the last-named. 
Judging from the look of the cover these birds had not been 
molested and were presumably later than usual in going to 
nest. E. E. PETTITT. 
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BROWN-BACKED WARBLER IN SUSSEX. 
EAELY in July I received a male Brown-backed Warbler 
(Agrobates g. syriacus), which was shot at West St. Leonards 
on June 8th, 1918. It was examined in the flesh by Mr. W. 
Ruskin Butterfield. Another male of this race from Hythe, 
Kent, the first record for the British Isles, is also in my 
possession, and was recorded by me in British Birds, I., p. 257, 
under the name of AMon familiaris. Mr. H. F. Witherby 
subsequently showed that this and another male obtained at 
Ninfield, Sussex, on May 13th, 1910, now in the Booth Museum 
at Brighton, really belonged to the Brown-backed rather 
than the Grey-backed race of this species (cf. Brit. Birds, IV., 
p. 310). I have also a male in my collection which was shot 
at Westfield, Sussex, on May 7th, 1915, as recorded in Brit. 
Birds, IX., p. 155, so that this form has occurred four times 
in England in May, June and July, while all five recorded 
specimens of the Rufous Warbler (Agrobates g. galactotes) were 
obtained in September or October. J. B. NICHOLS. 

LATE STAY OF SWIFT. 
W E have received several communications calling attention 
to the fact that a few Swifts (Apus a. apus) stayed unusually 
late this year, although Swallows (Hirundo r. rustica) and 
Martins (D. u. ttrbica and B. r. riparia) left if anything rather 
earlier than usual, all having gone from the Shrewsbury district 
by September 20th, according to Mr. H. E. Forrest, and only 
a single House Martin being noted there in October. 

Mr. A. Astley, writing from Ambleside, Westmorland, says 
the Swifts left in a body on the night of August 8th, 1918, 
though a straggler was seen on August 10th, but on September 
8th a Swift was flying round with Swallows and Martins. 

The Rev. W. Serle says that Swifts always linger round his 
church at Edinburgh into September, even though they may 
have left the surrounding district a month earlier. The last 
bird was noted here on September 25th, 1918. 

At Walsall, Staffordshire, Mr. W. Davies saw a Swift on 
October 19th, and another (or possibly the same bird) was 
reported to him from the same district two days later. 

EDITORS. 

BELTED KINGFISHER IN CORNWALL. 
AT the meeting of the British Ornithologists' Union on 
October 9th, 1918, Mr. C. Chubb exhibited a female Belted 
Kingfisher (Ceryle alcyon), which had been acquired by the 
British Museum through Mr. G. Thorne Phillips of Wadebridge, 
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Cornwall. The bird had been set up, and was stated to have 
been shot on the banks of the River Allen, a tributary of the 
River Camel, by Mr. F. G. Stevenson of Sladesbridge, in 
November 1908. 

Apparently the bird has remained unrecorded for ten years, 
and the only evidence of its authenticity is a written state
ment from Mr. Stevenson that he shot the bird himself at 
the time and place stated above. 

There is no previous record of the occurrence of this species 
in Great Britain, but two instances are said to have taken place 
in Ireland. One bird was shot by Mr. Frederick A. Smith 
at Annsbrook, co. Meath, on October 26th, 1845. A second 
is said to have been seen at Luggela, co. Wicklow, prior to 
November 20th, 1845, by the gamekeeper of Mr. Latouehe, 
and was shot by him (fide Thompson) or by Mr. J . C. Campion 
(fide Watters). The former specimen was bought for the 
collection of Trinity College, Dublin, while the latter was left 
by Mr. T. W. Warren to the Museum of Science and Art at 
Dublin. These two occurrences have not been regarded as 
sufficiently well authenticated to allow of the inclusion of the 
Bolted Kingfisher in the British List, and Ussher, writing in 
1908, states that " the circumstances connected with them 
are open to suspicion." 

On the other hand, when Saunders wrote in 1899 that, even 
assuming the accuracy of the records, the bird had probably 
escaped from confinement, he knew of no occurrences in 
Greenland, Iceland or the Continent of Europe. It is now 
known to have visited the Azores on one occasion (Nov. Zool., 
XII., p. 114) and also to have been obtained on the Westmann 
Isles, Iceland, in 1901 (cf. Bull. B.O.C., XXXIX., p. 7). There 
is also one instance of its occurrence on the Continent, which 
is omitted in the account given in the Bidletin (loc. cit.), for an 
adult male was shot in Gtelderland. Holland, on December 
17th, 1899 (Orn. Mnnatsber., 1900, p. 114). Two at least of 
these occurrences, and probably the third also, are beyond the 
possibility of suspicion and render the occurrence of this species 
in the British Isles far more probable than was the case when 
Saunders and Ussher wrote on the subject. At the same 
time, the lapse of ten years renders investigation difficult in 
this case, while considerable doubt attaches to at least one 
of the Irish records. F. C. R. JOTJRDAIJT. 

GREEN WOODPECKER IN THE ISLE OF WIGHT 
M B . R. H. FOX, the writer of the ornithological section of 
the Guide, to the Natural History of the Isle of Wight, published 

o 
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in 1909, has the following note on the Green Woodpecker 
(p. 510). "Gecinus viridis (Green Woodpecker). This must 
be a very rare bird in the Island ; I never saw or heard one, 
though there are parts well suited to it. Wadham reports 
one shot at Wootton some years since, and another shot at 
Swainston, November 28th, 1907." 

I can testify from personal experience to the accuracy of 
the above note at the time it was 'published. During a residence 
of fourteen years in the Isle of Wight, in country districts at 
the centre and at the eastern and western ends, I never once 
saw or heard this bird, of which the appearance and cry are 
so unmistakable. Last winter (1917) I saw a solitary Green 
Woodpecker (Picus v. pluvius), while shooting at Chessell, 
in the neighbourhood of Brooke, and a few months later saw 
one again in the same district. Now the bird is quite common 
about Brooke. A family was successfully reared in a copse 
near my house last summer, and at the present time hardly 
a day passes without my observing one or more of the birds, 
I sincerely hope that this beautiful and interesting addition 
to our avifauna has come to stay, and that they will escape 
the senseless treatment meted out to the unfortunate birds 
at Wootton and Swainston. COURTNEY A. SHAW. 

LITTLE OWL IN MONMOUTHSHIRE. 
A FBIEND of mine shot a Little Owl (Athene n. noctua) in a 
wood near Portskewett, Monmouthshire, on November 14th, 
1918. I also know of a second bird of the spe'cies shot about 
two years ago at Marshfield, but they are certainly scarce in 
this county. R. C. BANKS. 
[This is, we believe, the first record of this species from 
Monmouthshire, but the information available so far has 
been of the most scanty nature, only about twenty-four notes 
on ornithology having been published since 1845.—EDS.] 

BEWICK'S SWAN IN WARWICKSHIRE. 
WHILE in Stoneleigh Deer Park, Warwickshire, on November 
16th, 1918, two Bewick's Swans (Cygnus bewicki) flew over 
my head quite low down, and within gunshot. They passed 
over at about 3.30 p.m., flying in a north-easterly direction. 

I am sure of their identity, as I got my glasses to bear 
on them, and could see the rounded head and yellow base 
patch to the bill. The eye was set in the white of the head, 
there being no black running up to it as in the Mute Swan 
(C. olor), neither was there any knob at the base of the bill. 

They were evidently not Whoopers (C cygnus), from 
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their small size, as I took them for geese at first sight, before 
they reached me. They were uttering a curious monotonous 
noise, which sounded like " Wow-wow-wow-wow." This 
could not have been the note of the Whooper, which I have 
never heard, but is usually described as a " Hoop." 

This species is not mentioned in R. F. Tomes' article on 
the Birds of Warwickshire in the Victoria History of Warwick, 
but Miss B. A. Carter recorded the occurrence of a single bird 
at Sutton Coldfield Park, in January 1918, which stayed up to 
March 22nd (of. Br. Birds, XI., p. 233), so that these form the 
second and third records for the county. R. H. BAILLIE. 

CORMORANT IN STAFFORDSHIRE AND 
DERBYSHIRE. 

DTJBING the whole of Christmas week 1916, a Cormorant 
(Phalacrocorax earbo) took up its abode on the River Dove, 
which here divides Staffordshire from Derbyshire, haunting 
the reach of deep water above Coldwall Bridge, Thorpe, 
where it was seen repeatedly flying up and down the river. 
On one occasion I saw it run along the ground for a couple 
of yards or so in a very awkward and ungainly manner, in 
order to gain the necessary impetus to use its wings freely, 
and also saw it diving for food. This bird appears to have 
got away safely, but another is said to have been shot about 
three miles up the River Dove a few years earlier. 

EENEST GBINDEY, 

BLACK AND SANDWICH TERNS INLAND 
IN CHESHIRE. 

ON September 29th, 1918, at Marbury Mere, near Northwich, 
I saw, flying over the water at the same time, a Common Tern 
(Sterna hirundo), a Black Tern (Hydrochelidon n. nigra), and 
a Sandwich Tern (Sterna s. sandvicensis). 

The birds flew very close to me from time to time, and I was 
able to be quite certain of the colours of the bills and feet. 
They dived frequently fishing with success ; all three entered 
the water with a great splash, spreading out their wings as 
they reached the surface. The Black Tern was in winter 
plumage, while the Sandwich Tern, from the brown markings 
on the wings and the thin dark bar next the narrow white tip 
of the tail, must have been immature. 

There is no mention of the Sandwich Tern in Coward's 
Fauna of Cheshire (1910), and it is possible that this inland 
record is new for the county. 

As late as October 6th I saw a solitary Black Tern, also in 
winter plumage, at Marbury. K. FISHEK. 
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SPOTTED CRAKE IN STAFFORDSHIRE. 
I HAVE lately seen at a local taxidermist's a Spotted Crake 
(Porzana porzana), shot at Bilston about September 20th, 
1918. It is in perfect plumage, showing no sign of moult. 

H. E. FORREST. 

JAYS FEEDING ON WHEAT.—In Mr. W. Ruskin Butterfield's 
Notes on the Local Fauna, etc., for 1917, published in the 
Hastings Naturalist, Vol. III., p 75, is a note from Colonel 
H. W. Feilden on a newly observed habit of the Jay (Garrulus 
g. rufitergum), viz., attacking standing wheat. They came 
down on the wheatfield from an adjacent wood, cutting off 
the wheat heads and returning to the wood with them. On 
two afternoons no fewer than seventeen were shot by the 
keeper, flying from the field to the wood. Mr. W. M. Abbott 
furnishes interesting confirmation of this habit in a detailed 
note contributed to the Irish Naturalist, 1918, p. 131, on the 
Irish Jay (Garrulus g. hibernicus) feeding on wheat. He 
describes at length the systematic way in which the raids 
were carried out, the birds assembling on a special tree on 
the signal being given by a few loud cries and proceeding in 
silence in single file from tree to tree, always following the 
same line, and retreating in silence when alarmed in the 
same way, unless taken by surprise. No doubt the greatly 
increased production of wheat will bring this habit into 
prominence, but both Dr. W. E. Collinge and Mr. Newstead 
have recorded wheat and oats from stomach-contents ex
amined by them. 

ORTOLAN BUNTING IN SUSSEX.—J. Gordon Dalgleish states 
that an Ortolan Bunting (Emberiza hortulana) was netted 
close to Brighton, September 21st, 1918, and brought to 
Messrs. Brazenor, the taxidermists, on the same day {Field, 
Oct. 12th, 1918). 

[In an editorial note to the above it is stated that " many 
have been procured in Norfolk and Lincolnshire." The 
Rev. F. L. Blathwayt writes to the lield (Nov. 2nd, 1918) 
pointing out that the only instance known to him of the 
occurrence of this species in Lincolnshire was the bird seen but 
not secured by John Cordeaux (Zool., 1883, p. 253), and asking 
for further details of other occurrences. The Editor states 
that his assertion was based on records in the Zoologist for 
1861, 1871, 1883, 1884, 1889 and 1891. We have searched 
the volumes in question and find no record of any Ortolan 
having been obtained in Lincolnshire, the only mention of 
it being Cordeaux's record referred to above. Pending 
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further evidence we must accept Mr. Blathwayt 's statement 
of the case as correct, and tha t of the Naturalist Editor of 
the Field as erroneous.—EDS.] 

CRESTED T I T B R E E D I N G I N W E S T ELGIN.—Mr. B . H . 
Mackessack states tha t in the first week of July 1918 he met 
with a family par ty of Crested Tits (Parus cristatus scoticus), 
the young of which had evidently been hatched close at hand, 
as they were barely able to fly, in a small wood about three 
miles from Forres (Scott. Nat., 1918, p . 216.) Although for 
some years past these birds have been seen near Fochabers, 
this appears to be the first notice from the Forres district. 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER B R E E D I N G IN T A Y A R E A . — 
The Rev. H. N . Bonar writes (Scott. Nat., 1918, p . 94) t ha t 
on June 29th, 1917, he found two nests containing young of 
the Great Spotted Woodpecker (Dryobates major anglicus) 
within ten or fifteen miles of the western boundary of Perth
shire, and suggests tha t the cut t ing down of the larger woods 
for war purposes is driving these birds into the smaller woods 
of the more remote glens. Harvie-Brown, in 1906, regarded 
this species as a more or less regular winter visitor, in some 
years in considerable numbers, to the Tay area, but gives 
no instance of breeding. (Fauna of the Tay Basin and Strath-
more, p . 159.) Since tha t date it has been found nesting 
in the Dunkeld district, and as the birds were noted in 
Methven Castle Woods early in Ju ly 1917 (Scott. Nat.< 1918, 
p . 156), they were probably also breeding there. 

LITTLE STINT I N OUTER H E B R I D E S . — L i e u t . F . S. Beveridge 
writes tha t two Little Stints (Erolia minuta) were obtained 
near Griminish, North Uist, on June 11th and August 27th, 
1907, and since that date it has been observed almost annually 
(Scott. Nat., 1918, p . 216). These specimens appear to be the 
first obtained in the Outer Hebrides, but the first record is 
that of a bird from the But t of Lewis in 1914. 

BLACK TERNS IN CO. MAYO.—Mr. W, Ruttledge (Irish Nat,, 
1918, p 130) noticed two Black Terns (Hydrochelidon n. nigra) 
flying over Lough Carra on September 23rd, 1918. Ussher 
only gives two records from co. Mayo, but a third will be 
found in the Irish Nat., 1917. p . 194 ; of. Br. Birds, X L , 
p . 238 
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