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Beport of Zoological Section. By J. R. B. Masefield, M.A. 

(From Beport and Transactions of the North Staffordshire 
Field Club, Vol. LIL, 1917-18). Birds, pp. 112-115. 

Ornithological Becord for Derbyshire, 1917. By N. H. Fitz-
Herbert. (From Journal of the Derbyshire Archceol. and 
Nat. Hist. Society, 1918, pp. 238-250). 

THESE two reports may conveniently be treated together, 
for they deal with adjacent districts, and many records from 
the Dove Valley are common to both counties. Mr. Masefleld's 
records appear in a much more abbreviated form that those 
of Mr. FitzHerbert, and as many of them have appeared 
already in the pages of British Birds or the Field, it would be 
advisable to add references to the original records, in which 
fuller details may be found. 

Dealing first with records peculiar to Staffordshire, we are 
at a loss to understand why Mr. Forrest's note on the occur
rence of the White-fronted Goose is included. Peplow, where 
this bird was shot, is six miles distant from the Staffordshire 
boundary. 

We note with interest another occurrence of the Brent 
Goose in Staffordshire, and are glad to find that fuller details 
are given in this instance than in some former records. A 
Manx Shearwater was picked up by a dog at Oulton, near 
Stone, on August 27th, 1917, and a dead Gadwall at Bellfields 
Reservoir on November 10th, 1917. It is interesting to note 
that a Common Buzzard roosted in High Onn Wood for about 
a month in August and September 1917. Possibly this may 
have been the same bird which haunted a gully in Dovedale 
in November 1917, and was eventually picked up dead on 
January 27th, 1918 (cf. Brit. Birds, XI., p. 232). 

A record common to both counties is that of a Marsh-
Harrier, first seen on November 7th, 1916, at Dovedale. No 
specimen of this species had been obtained for over a century 
in either county, although one was killed in 1895 just over 
the Yorkshire border, and three were seen about the same 
time in North Derbyshire, which may have belonged to the 
same species. The bird in question was apparently identified 
by its whitehead, but in size it appears to have been much 
below the average, for the Marsh-Harrier looks a very large 
bird on the wing. While we have every confidence in the 
good faith of the observer, we think that in the case of a 
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difficult group like the Harriers, the clearest evidence is 
necessary before the record should be inserted without 
brackets. 

Mr. Masefield refers to a Cormorant which frequented 
the lake at Trentham from April to October 1916, but we 
do not notice any account of the bird which was seen by-
Mr. E. Grindey and others near Thorpe in Christmas week 
1916. As this note seems to have been overlooked, we 
publish details by the observer (antea, p. 163). 

Other records of interest in the Derbyshire report are those 
of a male Pied Flycatcher, seen by Mr. H. M. Leach, in 
Dovedale, on May 5th, 1917 ; a Gannet, seen passing over 
Thorpe village on March 1st, 1917 ; and a Grey Plover shot 
in the Ashburne district at the end of 1916. 

F. C. R. JOUKDAIN. 

Report on Scottish Ornithology in 1917. By E. V. Baxter 
and L. J.Rintoul. (Scottish Naturalist, July-August, 1918, 
pp. 145-196). 

W i must congratulate the Misses Baxter and Rintoul on the 
way in which they have kept up the standard of their Annual 
Report under very trying conditions. Naturally, we cannot 
expect such a long list of remarkable records as usual, in view 
of the many restrictions and the absence of so many field 
workers, but there are many points of interest in the Report. 

Although the spring of 1917 was memorable in Scotland 
for its exceptional severity, its effects on the resident birds 
seem to have been far less pronounced than in England and 
Wales or Ireland, and there are no records of total extermina
tion of any species even locally. It is unnecessary to refer 
to occurrences to which we have already called attention in 
the pages of British Birds, but the following deserve mention : 

LAPLAND BUNTING (Calcarius I. lapponicus).—One from 
Fair Island on May 14th, 1917 (p. 149). 

BLUE-HEADED WAGTAIL (Motacilla f. flava).—One from 
Fair Island on same date. 

WAXWING (Bombycilla garrulus).—One caught in a hen-house 
at Kirkwall, Orkneys, at end of April. 

WOOD-WAEBLEE (Phylloscopus s, sibilatrix).—Besides the 
occurrence referred to (antea, p. 23) one is reported from 
Vallay, North Uist, on August 6th. 

BLUETHROAT (Luscinia svecica).—A female from Fair Island 
on May 12th, the only record for the year (p. 150). 

HOOPOE (Upupa e. epops).—Five records, the three last of 
which may refer to the same bird. 



168 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. SII . 

HEN-HABRIEB (Circus cyaneus).—Four records (two from 
Fife and Berwick in winter : a male near Darvel, Ayr, on 
April 23rd, and one in North Uist in September). 

OSPEEY (Pandion h. haliaetus),—One seen in early May over 
Bardowie Loch, Clyde. 

LITTLE GULL (Lants minutus).—One reported from Barra 
Head, Outer Hebrides, on March 18th (p. 151), 

A hybrid Mallard X Wigeon was seen on November 17th, 
on Duns Lake, Berwickshire (p. 151). 

We regret to learn that only one pair of Red-necked Phalarope 
(Phalaropus lobatus) nested this year in North Uist, instead 
of the usual seven or eight pairs. Short-eared Owls are also 
said to be decreasing in numbers there (p. 152). 

Two pairs of Spotted Flycatchers (Muscicapa s. striata) 
nested in the Orkneys in 1917, an unusual and interesting 
record (p. 153). 

The nomenclature in use is that of the Hand-List, in some 
cases brought up to date, though an exception must be made 
in the case of the Hirundinidm: the Lesser Black-backed 
Gull should be named L.fuscus affinis and not L.f. britannicus 
(p. 190). F. G. R. JOUEDAIN. 
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