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F U R T H E R N O T E S ON T H E B R E E D I N G O F 
T H E G R E A T S K U A IN T H E O R K N E Y S . 

BY 

THE REV. F . 0. R. JOURDAIN, M.A. 

I N British Birds, antea, pp . 50-52, I had the privilege of 
recording for the first t ime the breeding of the Great Skua 
(Stercorarius s. skua) on one of the islands in the Orkney group. 
The information was supplied to me by Sub-Lieut. F . Schunck, 
R.N., but owing to the restrictions of the censorship it was 
impossible at the t ime to mention his name. He found a nest 
with a single highly incubated egg on June 30th, 1917. At the 
t ime it was rumoured tha t the birds had been seen in this 
district in previous seasons, but no reliable information on 
this head was obtainable. 

Recently, however, through the good offices of a distin
guished member of the British Ornithologists' Union in the 
Naval Service, further information has come to hand, from 
which it is now evident tha t Skuas have haunted the locality 
for some years past, and tha t young were actually hatched 
in 1916, while eggs were again found in 1918. This information 
is based on letters from three sources. In two cases the writers 
are naval officers, Engineer-Commander G. Roussel Byles, 
R.N., and Surgeon W. P . Vicary, R.N., while the third is a 
gamekeeper on the island on which the birds have bred. The 
first note of the appearance of the Great Skua during the 
breeding-season comes from the keeper, who states, in a letter 
dated September 21st, 1918, tha t he saw a pair of Great Skuas 
about the top of a specified hill " about ten years ago," i.e. 
about 1908. Nothing further of a definite kind appears in the 
letters till the season of 1914, when a pair was again located 
and watched on the same ground by him, but without result . 
I n 1915 Eng. -Commander Byles and Surgeon Vicary came 
across a pair in May haunting another ridge in the same 
district. The birds were new to them, and were watched 
with much interest, but a t first without result. On mentioning 
the mat ter to the keeper, he informed them tha t the birds had 
been present on the ground in 1914, and subsequently he 
accompanied the officers t o the spot on several occasions 
during May, June and Ju ly 1915. 

Two pairs of birds were frequently seen : one pair certainly 
nested, and there is some reason to believe tha t the eggs were 
taken, but the second pair apparently consisted of younger 
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birds, and there is no evidence that they nested at all, although 
they kept about one part of the moor through the season. 

In the following year (1916) Surgeon Vicary had left and 
Eng.-Commander Byles only visited the place on a few occa
sions during the breeding-season, and noted that the nesting-
site of the previous year was again occupied. The haunt of 
the second pair was not visited by him that year. Fortunately, 
however, we have fuller details in a letter from the keeper, 
who found the nest of the second pair while in company with 
another keeper. He describes it as large and something like 
that of the Great Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus). One 
young bird had already been hatched out and was found 
outside, but close to, the nest. Another nest was also found 
by the second keeper in a new locality with two eggs, and 
possibly a third pair also bred this year. 

For the year 1917 we have Sub-Lieut. F. Schunck's observa
tions already recorded {antea, p. 50); a nest with a single 
highly incubated egg being found on June 30th. No other 
information is available for this season. 

During the summer of 1918 one nest with two eggs was 
found by the keeper, while it is known that a second pair had 
a nest ready for eggs in another locality about the same date, 
and in the opinion of the keeper there were at least four pairs 
haunting the district. 

The birds are evidently on the increase, and there seems 
no reason why, provided that a reasonable amount of protec
tion on the part of the proprietors is given, they should not 
establish themselves permanently in the Orkney group. 


