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NOTES ON THE CRESTED LARK IN 
NORTHERN FRANCE. 

BY 

E. ABNOLD WALLIS. 

IT is remarkable that a bird which is so frequently seen in 
the North of France and which is, moreover, resident there, 
should have only been definitely recorded seven times in 
England. This, however, is the case with the Crested Lark 
{Galerida cristata crislata), and a few notes on its habits and 
distribution in France may be of interest. 

The Crested Lark is a common bird all along the coast from 
Dunkerque to Trouville. It frequents the sand-dunes where-
ever they occur, and may be seen all the year round on the 
undulating cultivated land between Calais and Boulogne. On 
the stretches of sand-hills, clothed as they are with marram 
grass and. sea buckthorn, at Staples; on the high chalk cliffs 
at Le Treport; and on the sandy stretches along the shore 
at Trouville, Crested Larks are quite common. In the Rouen 
area they occur in smaller numbers, though several pairs 
frequent the waste places along the sides of the railway 
sidings at Sotteville, and I have seen odd birds about the 
Rive Gauche Station in the city of Rouen. Around Paris 
and eastwards into the Champagne country they, are quite 
common, and all along the shattered valleys of the Somme 
and Ancre they occur all the year round. In fact, after 
nearly three years' constant travelling up and down that part 
of France north of the Seine and west of the " Front," I have 
come to the conclusion that the Crested Lark is generally 
distributed over this area ; is more abundant in the sandy 
and uncultivated districts than it is in the wooded or cultivated 
areas; and is much commoner than the Sky-Lark. 

In appearance the Crested Lark is a stumpier, more stoutly 
built bird than the Sky-Lark, with a shorter tail and more 
prominent crest. It raises and lowers the crest as it runs 
about. Its colour is a tawny sand tint, lighter underneath, 
with darker markings on the throat and cheeks, and a dark 
brown tail. When it flies the under-side of the wings have 
a distinct ruddy or orange-tawny tinge. Its actions on the 
ground are the typical short runs of the Larks, and its flight 
is heavy and short and very suggestive of a Corn-Bunting. 
It loves to sit upon a heap of earth or stones or on the summit 
of a sand-hill uttering its short, monotonous, though not 
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urmusical, song, which, though vastly inferior to that of the 
Sky-Lark, is not tinlike many of the parts of that bird's 
song. It usually sings from the ground or from the roof of 
a house or top of a wall, though I have occasionally seen it 
mount to some distance from the ground—perhaps a couple 
of hundred feet—singing on both the upward and downward 
journeys in just the same manner as does the Sky-Lark. 

The only nest I found was placed in a tuft of grass between 
the lines in the coal-sidings at Lapugnoy Station, not far 
from Bethune. It was a typical Sky-Lark's nest, deep, and 
substantially built of grass, rootlets and bents. The four 
eggs were of a dirty white colour, profusely speckled with 
greenish-brown and grey, and had none of the zone marking 
round the larger end which is so often seen in Sky-Larks' eggs. 
In spite of the fact that many loaded coal trucks were 
constantly being shunted over this nest, the bird brought 
off her young successfully. I found this nest on June 2nd, 
1916. 

It seems almost incredible that this bird—a common 
resident just across the Channel—should wander so rarely 
to the coast of southern England, where there is plenty of 
country eminently suited to its habits, and where one would 
suppose its food and breeding-sites to be as abundant as they 
are in France. One cannot resist the suggestion that more 
careful observation in Kent and Sussex might add to the 
British records of its occurrence, especially as there must now 
be many observers'in these counties whose experience in 
France during the past four years has made them familiar 
with the appearance and note of this interesting bird .5 j 


