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T H E LESSER REDPOLL, GREY WAGTAIL AND 
YELLOW WAGTAIL IN WARWICKSHIRE. 

BY 

T H E LATH A. GEOFFREY LEIGH. 

JUDGING from the information available the LESSEE REDPOLL 
(Cardtielis linaria cabaret) appears to be virtually confined 
as a breeding species to the northern half of Warwickshire, 
for the late R. P. Tomes stated {Vict. Hist. Warwick, p. 195) 
that he had only met with it breeding in the southern portion 
on one occasion, at Alcester, whilst Mr. 0 . V. Aplin informed 
me in 1910 that he had never found it breeding in the district 
bordering Oxfordshire. I saw a pair at Avon Dassett on 
May 15th, 1914, a season when it is highly probable they 
were breeding, and it seems quite possible that it has been 
overlooked in the southern districts. 

As long ago as 1864 a contributor to the Zoologist recorded 
{Zoologist, 1864, p. 9248) that he had repeatedly taken the 
nest and eggs in the Birmingham district; in 1886 Mr. Chase 
speaks of it as common and resident {Handbook, Brit. Assoc, 
p. 278), and Mr. Steele-Elliott states that it is common at 
Sutton Coldfield and probably breeds {Journ. Birm. Nat. 
Hist. Soc., p. 39). I have seen it in the breeding-season in 
several parts of North Warwickshire, and at Hampton-in-
Arden have found it a fairly abundant breeding species, but 
in rather fluctuating numbers It shows a preference for 
small groups of large oaks and elms, nesting on the extremities 
of the lateral branches and in these situations it is somewhat 
gregarious, forming small colonies of about half a dozen pairs. 
The chosen nesting-site is, however, subject to considerable 
variation and I have found it breeding in hawthorn hedges 
and single bushes, sapling oaks, conifers, willows, and alders. 
The breeding haunts, however, will at times be temporarily 
deserted for a season or two, and will then be again occupied. 

Building usually commences in the first week of May, the 
young being fledged by the last week of June ; it is single-
brooded. 

Like several other Finches, the Lesser Redpoll is migratory, 
and the breeding birds leave at the end of July, after which 
it is most unusual to meet with the species until the winter 
immigrants arrive from mid-October onwards. As with the 
Siskin, the number of these varies considerably, but seems to 



VOL. xn.] BIRDS IN WARWICKSHIRE. 231 

be regulated by weather conditions: during mild winters very 
few appear. Their departure occurs during February, and 
again there is a period when the species is seldom seen until 
the arrival of the breeding birds during the latter half of 
April or occasionally not till early May. 

" Pewey " is the name by which this bird is known to the 
local birdcatchers. 

THE GKEY WAGTAIL (Motacilla c. cinerea) was formerly a bird 
of regular double passage in small numbers in Warwickshire, 
but within the past four or five years it has shown a marked 
tendency to remain through the winter; indeed, three 
recent instances of its breeding, and other occurrences of the 
bird during the breeding season having been noted, suggest 
that other instances of breeding have been unnoticed, and that 
a few birds are becoming entirely resident in the county. 

Until the end of the first decade of the present century the 
Grey Wagtail occurred in small numbers from the middle of 
March until the middle, and occasionally until the end, of 
April, and on autumn passage from the beginning of August 
until late in September, and again from early February on
wards, both at Hampton-in-Arden and at Sutton Coldfield, 
and since then has been present in both districts throughout 
the winter months. For some years the species has occurred 
very occasionally during the months May to July : for example, 
Mr. Steele-Elliott mentions (Journ. Birm. Nat. Hist. Soc, 
pp. 40 and 99) its appearance at Sutton Coldfield in the two 
latter months ; B. F. Tomes records (Vict: Hist. Warwick, 
p. 193,) a male at Loxley in the summer of 1898, and Mr. 
Chase states (Handbook Brit. Assoc, p. 278) that it has occurred 
several times in full summer plumage ; I saw a female in 
worn plumage at Packjngton, on June 8th, 1913. 

In April 1908 a nest and eggs of this species was found at 
Shustoke, as recorded by the late F. Coburn; and on May 
13th, 1914,1 found a pair breeding at Wellesbourne Hastings, 
the nest, which was situated in the wall of a mill dam, contain
ing two well-feathered young and an addled egg on that date. 
The third instance of breeding is supplied by Miss Carter, 
who informs me that on April 30th and May 12th, 1914, she 
saw single birds at Sutton Coldfield, and on the latter date the 
bird was carrying either nesting material or food, probably 
the latter. As previously stated it is probable that other 
instances of its breeding have been overlooked, for, in my 
experience, the Grey Wagtail is a decidedly shy bird, especially 
in the breeding season. 
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THROUGHOUT the whole of Warwickshire the YELLOW WAGTAIL 
(Motacillaf. rayi) seems to be generally distributed, but at the 
present day in very small numbers, for it has undoubtedly 
decreased considerably within the past twenty years. In 
the Lapworth and Earlswood districts it was commoner at 
the end of last century than is now the case, according to an 
observer who has traversed that locality for many years. In 
1896 Mr. Steele-Elliott described it (Journ. Birm. Nat. Hist. 
Soc., p. 40) as " common " at Sutton Coldfield, but it has 
now apparently decreased considerably in that area (Miss 
B. A. Carter in litt.). The late R. P. Tomes, whose remarks 
appear to be based generally on observations in south War
wickshire, speaks of it (Vict. Hist. Warwick, p. 193,) as abun
dant, but throughout the whole of the southern division I 
found it very sparsely though generally distributed, whilst 
at Hampton-in-Arden it is present in only very small numbers. 

Although Miss Carter informs me that she has seen the 
species at Sutton Coldfield as early as April 1st (1912) its 
arrival usually occurs in the Avon district about the middle 
of that month, and the species is not present in full numbers 
in the north of the county until a month later. 

The eggs are generally laid during the third week of May, 
and the young fledged about the same period in June. I am 
not sure whether it is frequent for two broods to be reared; 
for, whilst I have a clutch of perfectly fresh eggs taken at 
the very late date of July 31st (1909 Hampton-in-Arden), this 
is possibly to be explained by the fact that the first " brood " 
of this particular pair consisted of a Cuckco. 

The passage of migrants in autumn is evidenced by the 
appearance of good-sized parties of Yellow Wagtails in August, 
and by the end of that month the majority of these and the 
breeding birds have left, although a fair number remain till 
the middle of September, and stragglers till nearly the end 
of that month. 


