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T H E LATE FREDERICK DU CANE GODMAN, F R.S. 
OK February 19th, 1919, at his London house, 45, Pont Street, 
passed away Frederick Du Cane Godman, D.C.L., F.R.S., a 
man who excelling in various branches of science and of 
sport, had above all the supreme gift of winning the love and 
respect of all with whom he came in contact. 

He had attained the great age of 85, but till within a few 
years of his death he had preserved health and activity that 
enabled him to stalk and to hunt. 

He had travelled widely and often, and had availed himself 
of the opportunities thus afforded him to form, in collaboration 
with his friend the late Osbert Salvin, large collections of bird-
skins and Lepidoptera, all of which were ultimately most 
generously presented to the British Museum, of which he was 
one of the Trustees. 

He was the author, sometimes alone, sometimes in co-opera
tion with Salvin, of several works on Natural History, which 
from his first volume of modest size, the very interesting 
Natural History of the Azores, to the sumptuous Biologia 
Centrali-Americana, bear ample witness to his careful observa
tion and diligence, and to the devotion of much time and a 
considerable sum of money to their production. 

One of his later works, the beautifully illustrated Monograph 
of the Petrels is, with the exception of some papers to the Ibis, 
the only work of his known to the writer exclusively devoted 
to ornithology, but despite the high order of the work in this 
Monograph and its great value as a standard book on this 
perhaps previously rather neglected group of birds, F. D. 
Godman's name is best honoured among British Ornithologists 
as being, together with his brother Percy, one of the founders 
of the B.O.U., and through the Union, of its journal, the Ibis. 

For many years he was tenant of Glenavon Forest, in Banff
shire, one of the select few forests in Scotland that provide 
first-class grouse shooting in addition to a large number of 
good stags and salmon fishing. An excellent shot and walker, 
he was able to enjoy his sport on the wild tops of Glenavon 
many seasons after he had passed his seventieth birthday. 
But, fond as he was of deerstalking, it was not only the 
pleasures of the stalk and of the shot that appealed to him, he 
derived keen enjoyment from the fine scenery of the forest 
and its wild life; the Eagles were a source of great interest 
and pleasure to him, and he was delighted when a party, 
including some distinguished ornithologists, discovered on 
the ground he was renting nests of the Dotterel and the Snow-
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Bunting. He had suspected that the latter birds were nesting 
there, and the locality he suggested, some 3,700 feet above 
sea level, proved to be the site of the nest; other rare birds, 
including the Crested Tit, also occurred there to interest him, 
and his visits to Glenavon were happy days. 

For the past thirty years his beautiful garden at South Lodge, 
Horsham, had been a great joy and a pleasure that remained 
with him to the last ; the rock garden in it was widely known 
and appreciated, but beyond this the garden contained many 
rare and beautiful plants. He was a most experienced and 
skilful gardener ; trees and shrubs throve in his hands that 
are a difficulty with others, Styrax obassia and Oornus florida 
flourished with him and bloomed to perfection ; Magnolia 
Campbelli and Cornus Nuttalli also bloomed every spring, and 
his specimens of Nothofagus betuhides and Acanthopanax 
ricinifolium were of great size and beauty. He possessed also 
a large and well-grown collection of rhododendrons, among 
them some of the original hybrids raised by the late Mr. 
Mangles and now grown to be giants of their race ; among 
other successes with these shrubs, a plant of the newly-
discovered Chinese B. fictolacteum that bloomed in his garden 
was the first to do so in the British Isles. He was as generous 
with his plants as he had been with his collections of birds and 
Lepidoptera, and few walked with him round his beautiful 
garden without receiving a souvenir in the form of some rare 
plant. 

He was also a collector and an excellent judge of early 
Oriental Pottery ; and in his house were preserved many 
fine pieces of Early Persian and Hispano-Mauresque ware ; 
his collection of these being among the finest in private hands. 

A man of great taste, learning and experience, a kindly 
friend, generous in heart and wise in counsel, he will be widely 
missed and long lamented. 

He was married twice, his first wife, a daughter of the late 
J. H. Elwes of Colesborne, died in 1875 ; his second wife, Dame 
Alice Godman, daughter of the late Major Percy Chaplin, and 
their two daughters survive him. S.R.C. 


