
HOTES 
THE AVOCET WINTERING IN HOLLAND. 

I WAS interested to read Mr. G. J. van Oordt's note on this 
subject (antea, p. 239). Every winter from 1892 to 1914 I 
have been wildfowling on the estuary of which the Sloe forms 
a par t ; mostly on the north side of the Sloedam, but on a 
few occasions also on the south side of the dam. 

It is a curious fact that I cannot recollect having ever seen 
an Avoeet (Eecurvirostra avoseita) there before March during 
all those twenty-two winters (I leave out the winter of 1914-
1915 as I was there for so short a time). 

My evidence is, of course, negative, and therefore not of 
much value, but it seems so unlikely that such a conspicuous 
bird should have entirely escaped the attention of my partner 
in the shooting, Mr. G. R. Peck, and myself, both of us always 
keenly on the look out for objects of interest in ornithology, 
if these Avocets had been in the habit of frequenting the north 
side of the railway regularly every winter, though they might 
have been present on the south side of the railway. I conclude, 
therefore, that the Sloedam must ordinarily be the northern 
boundary of their winter quarters. 

Mr. Peek can, however, confirm the presence of Avocets 
in winter on the south side of the dam. On one occasion, 
in December 1906, he rowed past a flock of eighty to 100 
Avocets there, all swimming on the water at the time. 

There is one remark that from our experience we cannot 
agree with, " Even in severe winters these banks are ice-free." 

We have, on several occasions, seen the Sloe on both sides 
of the railway dam so completely blocked with ice as to make 
it impossible to use a punt, and I have walked over the mud 
frozen hard, Avith blocks of ice piled up on the marshes in all 
directions. Quite a typical arctic scene, with not a spot for 
a Duck or Wigeon to feed, still less an Avoeet. 

H. LEYBORNE POPHAM. 

BREEDING OP THE CURLEW IN SURREY. 
MY attention has been drawn to an article in the Field for 
January 25th, 1919, where reference to the breeding of the 
Curlew (Numenivs arquata) in Surrey is made and where 
the Editor, in a supplementary note, expresses the opinion 
that the discovery of the nest and eggs by Mr. Walpole Bond 
last year—1918—constitutes, so far as known, a record for 
the county. 
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It may interest your readers to know (as some members 
of the B.O.U. do already) that on May 25th, 1914, in company 
with Captain John Stares, I had the pleasure of finding 
the nest and eggs of this bird on one of the small elevated 
plateaux covered with heather, which are found in the Surrey 
weald and, from particulars of the district furnished by 
Mr. Walpole Bond, within a mile or so of his nest. 

It is further certain (as far as one can be certain in matters 
of this nature without the eggs or young being actually seen) 
that for several years previous to 1914, from the presence 
and behaviour of the birds during April, May and June, 
they were breeding in the district, though, so far as could 
be ascertained from the resident keepers, no actual proof 
of their ever having done so had been forthcoming until the 
discovery of the nest and eggs by Captain Stares and me. 

It was the forenoon of May 25th, and as we quietly moved 
up the slope of the plateau where we hoped to locate the nest, 
having heard from thence at early dawn from afar the 
rippling and other call notes peculiar to the bird at breeding 
time, and came over the brow on to the level, we flushed the 
sitting bird from the eggs at a distance of about 150 yards, 
and she ran a few yards only prior to taking wing, which she 
did with the usual call note of alarm. She, however, mani
fested little concern, flew right away, and did not return 
to the vicinity while we were there, nor did any other bird of 
the same species, though we heard the call note occasionally 
from a neighbouring common occupied by another pair of birds. 

The nest was typical, similar to others which have come 
under my observation on the Cumberland fells and in Orkney, 
simply a pronounced hollow scrape, lined with a few thin stems 
and tops of dried heather and amongst same, though actually 
where the nest was situated the heather was of short growth 
and sparsely distributed as it is on the tops of most of the flat, 
isolated, wind-swept and heather-covered commons and 
plateaux of the weald of Surrey. The eggs, too, were 
typical, both in size, shape and colouring and all four 
apparently advanced in incubation. 

In view of Mr. Walpole Bond's experiences it may be of 
interest to state that four eggs of this bird (a set), accidentally 
found by a labourer of the district on his way to work on 
May 23rd, 1918, were sent to me for identification, and were 
absolutely fresh when received on June 3rd. These were 
slightly larger than the 1914 eggs, varied somewhat in 
size and shape, with one egg distinctly " odd " and lighter 
in colour, while certainly, as far as one could judge, they 
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were laid by a different bird. It would be interesting to 
know whether these eggs were the second laying of Mr. 
Walpole Bond's birds or whether from another pair. In 
1914—as indicated—there were two pairs breeding on the 
ground, as it is almost certain there were in 1915 and 
1916, since when it has not been possible for me to visit the 
neighbourhood. We did not attempt to locate nests or 
disturb the birds in any way in 1915/16—proof of breeding 
having been already satisfactorily established—but from their 
presence and behaviour, with other available data, they 
certainly bred during both seasons. 

The above details were not previously published for reasons 
that will be obvious to and appreciated by most of your 
readers, and are now only furnished from my notes in order 
that the first authentic date of the breeding of the Curlew 
in the county may be put on record. If any earlier instances 
are known possibly those acquainted with the facts may now 
make them public. J. M. GOODALL. 

MR. R. KEARTON contributes a note to the Field (March 8th, 
1919, p. 279), from which it appears that in November 1913 he 
was informed by the Rev. — Shaw that he had found a young 
Curlew in down during the previous breeding season in Surrey. 
This would place the first definite record of breeding a year 
earlier than Mr. J. M. GoodalPs discovery in 1914. Mr. 
Kearton also states that nestlings were found by Mr. Howard 
Bentham in 1915, and that he met with two pairs of birds on 
the ground ; while on May 9th, 1916, he found a nest with eggs 
himself, and saw three pairs of birds undoubtedly breeding, 
within a radius of one mile. 

It is evident that breeding han taken place regularly in 
Surrey, at least since the spring of 1913, and that young or 
eggs have been found every year since that date, with the 
exception of 1917, when breeding pairs are known to have 
been present on the ground. So far from having been long 
suspected but " never proved," as stated by the Editor of 
the Field, breeding had already taken place on at least four 
occasions prior to Mr. Walpole Bond's find in 1918, but in 
the interests of the birds we refrained from publishing the 
information in our hands until the appearance of Mr. Bond's 
note on the subject.—EDITORS. 

" FAUNA OF NORTH WALES."—A Supplement to this 
work is nearly ready for the Press, and Sir. H. E. Forrest 
(Bayston Hill, Shrewsbury) will be glad if any naturalists 
who have additional records for insertion, will send them to 
him without delay. 
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