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De Vogels van Nederland. Door Dr. E. D. van Oort 

('s Gravenhage, Mjhoff). Parts I. and II, 21s. 6d. per 
part. 

THIS fine work by the well-known Director of the Leiden 
Natural History Museum will be welcomed by all Dutch 
ornithologists, while in this country there will be many 
(especially those who read Dutch) who will appreciate an 
authoritative work such as this on the birds of a country in 
which British ornithologists have always taken great interest. 

The work is in imperial quarto size (14f" by 11") and will 
be issued in forty parts arranged to bind in five volumes 
and will contain in all 400 coloured plates. 

Parts I. and II . now before us treat of the Grebes, Divers, 
Petrels, Gannet and Cormorant. 

The general plan is to give an account of the order, family 
and genus with a key to the species. In the two or three 
pages devoted to each species there is a short synonymy 
giving references to the original description and to the chief 
works dealing with Dutch ornithology, vernacular names are 
then given in Dutch, English, German and French. The main 
portion of the text commences with a description of the 
various plumages and this is followed by a general account of 
the bird's distribution and habits. The nomenclature used 
so far appears to follow the International Rules, but it is 
evident that Dr. van Oort does not accept Pallas's names in 
" Vroeg's Catalogue " as he calls the Little Grebe Podiceps 
fluviatilis. A curious slip, or perhaps it is intentional, though 
contrary to the Rules, is the use of brackets round the original 
author's name whether he describes the bird under the generic 
name adopted or not. 

We expect that most English readers of this work will, 
however, give chief attention to the coloured plates. These 
are numerous, and on the whole good, though the drawing 
is somewhat hard and the figures are rather stiff and forma], 
especially in some of the plates. We are very glad to see that 
figures are given not only of the adults in breeding plumages 
but also of the young and winter plumages, and these plates 
will be found very useful. The artist, M. A. Koekkoek, is 
new to us, and we are glad to welcome his work, though it 
must be remarked that the standard of our best bird-artists 
is not reached. It seems a pity that the Petrels and the 
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Gannet have been drawn standing on a sandy shore, where 
they would be found only either dead or in the last stage of 
exhaustion. 

These small points, however, do not detract from the 
excellence of the whole, and we must congratulate Dr. van 
Oort and his publishers on their venture, which when com
pleted will make a very fine addition to ornithological 
literature. H.F.W. 
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