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LETTERS. 
LITTLE BUSTARDS IN FRANCE. 

To the. Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,'—I see that Mr. E . A. Wallis notifies the presence of the Little 
Bustard (Otis tetrax) in the Yonne Department (antea, p . 220) ; Major 
Q. E . Gurney, who was* quartered near Chalons, which is a good deal 
farther noi'th, also found them fairly common in Marne, where they 
were breeding in May and June, within two hundred miles of England. 

KESWICK HAIJC, NOBWICH. J . H . GTJRNEY. 

BIRDS NEAR DTJNKERQUE. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,-—Having written to Mr. H . F . Witherby in the late summer of 
1917 to give him a brief note or two of my discovery of so many inter
esting Waders in the St. Pol marsh, I was glad to see in British 
Birds (antea, p. 194) tha t he had had opportunities of going to this 
spot and had made such good use of his spare time. As dates, in 
addition to the place of observation, are obviously of interest in con
nection with the movements of Waders and other birds, the following 
additional notes may be of interest. 

On July 20th, 1917, I saw in this marsh or on the contiguous sea
shore Knots in full breeding plumage ; Dunlins (my notes say scores), 
some with black breasts ; " quite a few Kentish Plovers "; Redshanks ; 
Stints ; one solitary Ruff; a nice flock of Sandwich Terns, Common 
and Arctic Terns : various Gulls, among which was L. ridibundus, still 
with chocolate-brown head ; and a Common Heron. 

On July 21st, in addition to the above list, I saw four Curlew-Sand
pipers and a pair of Kentish Plovers with four young. These young 
birds were able to run well, but could not fly, and the old birds indulged 
in their usual wiles to entice me away. The young birds seemed about 
half fledged. I saw a good many other Kentish Plovers and their 
cries as noted down on the spot, were " whit-whit-whit-whit " and 
a " Pee-irr, Pee-irr, Pee-i Pee-i." Not having a book on Birds of 
any description with me out here I do not know if this is the ordinary 
rendering of their call or alarm-notes. 

1 also saw the same Ruff with ten Reeves (adult females and appar
ently young birds of the year), four Herons flying over, a small group 
of Spotted Redshanks, a Jack Snipe and several Godwits (too far off 
to distinguish which species, and my time was too short to stalk them). 

B.E.F., FRANCE. P E R C Y R. L O W E . 
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