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T H E BIRDS OF BARDSEY ISLAND. 
BY 

N. F. TICEHURST, M.B.O.U. 

PART i 

PRIOR to 1913 Bardsey would appear to have been visited 
twice only by people who afterwards gave any account of 
its birds, and beyond one or two brief references by Ray 
and Bingley in the 17th and 18th centuries, nothing exact 
appears to have been known about its avifauna until 1902. 

The comparative remoteness of the island and the difficulties 
of getting to it, owing to the fierceness of the surrounding 
tides and still more to the uncertainty of getting away again, 
probably account in a great measure for this neglect. 

In 1901 Mr. O. V. Aplin, after one or more failures in previous 
years, spent two days, May 23rd and 24th, there, and in 1905 
Mr. T. A. Coward was on the island from the 14th to the 16th 
of June. The former published a very full account of the 
island and the birds he met with in the Zoologist for 1902, and 
embodied Mr. Coward's notes, where they differed from his 
own, in a subsequent paper in the volume for 1910. Since 
then it became apparent from the returns sent in by the 
lighthouse keepers to the Migration Committee of the British 
Ornithologists' Club that a considerable volume of migration 
passed the island in spring and autumn, and that a visit 
at one or other of these seasons, might be productive of useful 
results in obtaining records in greater detail than is possible 
for the lightkeepers. With this object in view, I felt that 
it would be desirable to pay a preliminary visit at a time when 
practically no migration was going on, so as to obtain at first 
hand a fairly accurate estimate of the bird-population in 
summer. I was fortunate enough to be able to cross to the 
island twice in 1913 without waiting and without having to 
make a more prolonged stay than I wished. My first visit lasted 
from June 12th to the 25th, and I had intended returning on 
September 3rd. Owing, however, to the intervention of other 
matters I was unable to reach the island until the 9th, but 
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Mr. J. K. Stanford, who had arranged to accompany me, 
got there on the previously arranged date, and the observations 
therefore up to the 9th are his alone, while the subsequent 
ones up to the 22nd are our joint work. Unfortunately, 
Mr. Stanford was not provided with a permit to visit the 
lighthouse at night, and so was unable to see anything of 
the nocturnal movements which were visible, as it so happened, 
on those nights alone. He was able, however, to get an 

BARDSEY I S L A N D . EAST BAY AND LIGHTHOUSE PLATEAU. 

idea of what had happened during the nights in question 
by, on the following mornings, looking over the bodies of the 
birds killed against the lantern. 

For a description of the island Mr. Aplin's paper 
above mentioned should be consulted, but it is necessary 
in connection with the migration observations that 
follow to mention here one or two of its geographical 
features. It is about two miles long by three-quarters 
of a mile at its widest part, the northern end broad 
and tailing off to a point at its southern extremity. It lies 



44 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XIII. 

some two miles to the south and slightly to the west of the 
extreme end of the Lleyn peninsula of Carnarvonshire, with 
its long axis almost north and south (slightly N.E. and S.W.). 
It is divided into two unequal halves (the northern being the 
larger) by the east and west bays, which though not quite 
opposite one another, only leave a narrow neck of land 
joining the two portions together. The eastern third, or 
rather more, of the northern half is occupied by the " moun
tain " an oval, smooth-sided hill rising to 548 feet, its steep, 
slippery slopes clad with scrubby turf, with patches of bracken 
and short gorse, with numerous outcropping rocks. The 
remainder is cut up into small arable and pasture fields, 
with enclosures of scrub gorse, that is cut for fodder, separated 
by high turf or turf-topped, stone walls. Down the centre 
runs a small stream, along which are situated several tiny, 
swampy enclosures for growing osiers, while just before it 
reaches the west bay it runs through one or two rush-grown 
swampy pastures. A narrow rim of scrubby grass and 
lichen-covered ground surrounds the cultivated area on the 
north and west sides, separating it from the low, rugged cliff 
that forms the periphery of the island. The ten or eleven 
farms lie along the foot of the mountain on the road that 
runs up from the east bay and skirts its western slope. The 
southern portion of the island, on which stands the lighthouse, 
is covered for the most part with short, scrubby grass, heather 
and lichens, with a few small clumps of gorse, and forms a low, 
slightly hog-backed plateau, rising in the centre to some fifty 
feet above the sea. 

Most of the migrants were found in the potato and 
root crops and in the brambles, etc., growing on the 
walls in the cultivated area, chiefly at the south-eastern 
end where the cover is best, though after a heavy night-
movement at the lantern, there were always some in the 
gorse on the lighthouse plateau, which was almost the only 
ground used by Wheatears, while occasionally numbers were 
found sheltering in the rock crannies and tiny bays round 
the southern half of the island. A few, such as the 
Goldcrest, were only met with in the tamarisk and 
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other bushes in the farmhouse gardens, the Waders 
that halted on such a comparatively inhospitable shore 
had perforce to use the coastal rocks, while the warm,. 
dry sand of the west bay formed a sure attraction to the 
passing bands of Wagtails. 

A curious feature revealed by the three sets of summer 
observations is the instability of the breeding population of 

BARDSEY ISLAND. EAST COAST C L I F F S . 

such species as the Redbreast, Wren, Song-Thrush, Wheatear, 
Stonechat, Chaffinch, Goldfinch, etc. Mr. Aplin suggests 
that this is due to the fierce winter storms that occasionally 
sweep the island, wiping out the resident species. Though 
this may be a factor, at any rate with such species as the 
Wren, it must be remembered that the individuals of many 
are very few in number and with few exceptions migratory, 
and if it be true, as is generally assumed and has been proved 
in a number of instances, that the same individuals or their 
young frequently return to their former homes, the accidents 
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of migration would be enough to account for the total absence 
or great diminution of a species in any given year. It is 
probably what goes on to a large extent everywhere, but being 
confined here to a limited and easily examined area with a 
normally low population the result is more marked and more 
evident. 

No attempt has been made to arrive at any deductions from 
our autumn observations, the facts as observed have simply 
been summarized. It would be too hazardous to draw any 
conclusions from observations made in a single season and 
over so short a period. There are several points on which 
speculation might be made, but much more work requires 
to be done ; more observations than we were able to make at 
the north-western corner of the island would undoubtedly 
help, while further visits at other times, particularly in October, 
would furnish a great deal of additional and interesting 
information. These, of course, have for obvious reasons 
been out of the question for the last four years. 

In order to make this account as complete as possible I 
have gathered together and summarized as far as can be done 
from the lighthouse reports the status of each species as a 
migrant, and these being based on a period of six years should, 
so far at any rate as the autumn is concerned, be fairly accurate. 
The spring returns not being nearly so full, their summary 
is probably less so, and may need subsequent amendment. 
Mr. Aplin's and Mr. Coward's notes as published are referred 
to also under the species which they recorded, while the records 
from the British Association migration reports are also 
mentioned where necessary. 

The following records of the weather during our stay in 
September 1913 will save repetition :— 

Sept. 3.—A dullmisty night, wind E. to N.E. slight. 
„ 4.-—Cloudy night, wind E.S.E. slight, increasing to a very strong 

S.E. breeze during the day, fine to 4.0 p.m. 
„ 5.—Overcast night, with a moderate breeze from E.S.E. and 

passing showers, followed by a fine, hot morning. 
„ 6.—Cloudy night, with a moderate E.S.E. breeze, rain in the 

early morning ; a dull day, wind dropping a t 4.0 p.m. 
„ 7.—Cloudy night, with a moderate E.S.E. breeze, increasing to 

a strong breeze from the E . during the day, fine. 
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Sept. 8.—Cloudy, passing showers, wind S.W., changing a t night to 
N.W.. ; a moderate breeze. 

„ 9.-—Drizzling rain early, cleared in the afternoon. Wind N.W 
changing to a gentle N.E. breeze in the afternoon. 

„ 10.—Fine and hot. Wind N.N.E. , strong, dying away in the 
evening. 

,, 11.—Fine and hot. Wind S.W., slight in the morning, S.E. and 
stronger in the afternoon ; thick fog for an hour a t 5.0 p.m. 

,, 12.—Fog during the night. Fine and hot day. Wind S.W., 
strong. 

,, L3.—Bain during the night with strong N.E . wind. Dull, grey 
day.; rain and wind continuing. Very cold. 

„ 14.—Bain all night to 7.0 a.m. and a t intervals all day. Wind 
N.E.,, changing to S.W. in the afternoon and increasing to 
half a gale. Brief sunny intervals a t times. 

,, 15.—-Fine, sunny day. Wind half a gale from S.W., moderating 
to a slight breeze a t night. 

„ 16.—Fine and sunny. Wind N.E. , moderate. 
„ 17.—Fine and sunny. Wind N.E . slight, freshening in the 

afternoon. Hazy fog all round the horizon. 
„ 18.—-Fine, very hot. No wind ; slight breeze from N.E . in 

evening. Horizon veiled in fog. 
,, 19.—Dull, grey day. Wind S. by W., strong. Heavy rain from 

2.0-4.0 p.m. Horizon veiled in fog. 
„ 20.—Wind changed to N.W. in the night and blew half a gale 

all day, moderating slightly towards evening. Dull, grey 
morning, fine early, but heavy rain later and a t intervals. 
Brief intervals of sunshine after 10.o a.m. 

„ 21.—Fine, hot and sunny. Wind N.W,, slight. 
„ 22.—Fine, but dull ear ly ; drizzling rain later. Wind S.E. 

moderate. 

THE RAVEN {Corpus c. cor ax). 
Not recorded by Mr. Aplin or by Mr. Coward. In June 

1913 a family party of five (two adults and three young) were 
seen flying along the north face of the mountain on the 12th and 
one or more were seen on each occasion on which the locality 
was visited. Three were seen flying round the top of the 
mountain on the evening of the 21st. From the constancy 
with which these birds frequented this locality it seems 
probable that it was their home. Not seen in September. 

THE CARRION-CROW (Corvus c. cor one). 
Resident. 
Recorded both by Mr. Aplin " one pair/ ' and by Mr. Coward. 
In June 1913 odd birds were seen from time to time about 

the fields and a pair were always about the east bay or the 
point at its northern entrance, Pen Cristin. Their nest was 
in the low cliff here, but could only be seen from the sea ; 
the first young one was seen with the parents on the 20th. 
There was also a nest of the year, well lined with wool, at the 
extreme southern end of the island and two others of more 
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doubtful date on the west coast of the northern half. The 
breeding population was therefore two, and possibly three or 
more pairs, as the east coast no doubt has suitable localities, 
but cannot be worked to any extent. 

The same number of birds was about the island in September 
and no fluctuation was noticed. The Pen Cristin pair still 
stuck very much to the east bay, the others were mostly seen 
feeding on the stubbles. 

A single record from the lighthouse of a flock of " Crows " 
(250) seen flying east on December 23rd, 1913, would probably 
refer to the Rook (C. f. frugilegus), which, however, has not 
yet been recorded from the island. 

THE JACKDAW (Coleus monedula spermologus). 
Resident. 
Breeds numerously in the low cliff below the grassy 

slopes all round the north and east sides of the mountain, 
but apparently not elsewhere. In June 1913 constantly 
seen about the farms, where they came to pick up scraps, 
with which they flew over the mountain to feed their young 
on the other side. The first young bird was seen visiting 
the farms for food with the adults on the 19th. 

In September most of the birds were assembled in a flock, 
comprising about thirty individuals and nearly all, if not all 
of them, adults and in full moult. The young of the year, 
therefore, as with the Choughs, had already left the island. 
The flock was constantly seen feeding on the stubbles. 

THE CHOUGH (Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax). 
Resident. 
Mr. Aplin's observations suggest that there may have been 

two breeding pairs in that year. 
In June 1913 Mr. Chapman, one of the lightkeepers, who 

had been on the island three years, told me that the year he 
came a pair of Choughs nested in the low cliff on the east 
side near the lighthouse, and the birds were constantly seen 
about the two bays, but that he had not seen a Chough since,, 
so that it is evident that any breeding at the northern end of 
the island do not often wander far from the mountain. In 
this year there was one breeding pair, whose nest was pre
sumably on the north or east side. On June 12th the five 
young were on the wing with their parents, and some of 
them were seen almost every time I visited the north or east 
sides of thfe mountain, but they were not seen elsewhere. 
The young were still being fed by their parents on the 13th, 
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although they were picking about for themselves and almost 
indistinguishable by size from the old birds. 

The young birds appeared to have left the island before 
September 3rd, and only the old ones were seen. Three out 
of four times when seen they were feeding on stubbles in the 
cultivated area. 

THE STARLING (Sturnus v. vulgaris). 
A regular double-passage migrant in large numbers. 
Spring passage from the second week of February to the 

second week in April (occasionally to the third week). In 

HERRING-GULLS FOLLOWING T H E PLOUGH, BARDSEY ISLAND. 

largest numbers in the latter half of March. Occasionally 
also recorded in January as with the Turdidce. 

Autumn passage from the first week in September to the 
end of November, and in some years to the end of December. 
In largest numbers in October and November. 

Occasional records at the end of July possibly represent the 
departure of some of the local young. 

As a summer resident recorded both by Mr. Aplin and by 
Mr. Coward. In June 1913 it was numerous all over the 
island, except in its southern half and on the higher parts of 
the mountain. Mr. Aplin gives an account of its various 
breeding resorts, to which may be added rabbit holes on the 
eastern face of the mountain. 
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Some were flying about in family parties on June 12th, 
several brocds had not then left the nest, and one in the lime
kiln had not left by the 23rd. The first flock (about three 
families) was seen at roosting time on the 13th, after which 
date the flocks gradually increased in size and remained 
more or less together throughout the day. A good deal of 
their feeding was done amongst the tidal rocks on the west 
coast, and many went to roost in the low, sandy cliff round the 
west bay. 

In September, although birds were taken at the lantern on 
the 3rd/4th and 6th/7th, the numbers present from the 
3rd to the 15th showed little fluctuation. There was a slight , 
increase on the 5th and another on the 8th, but otherwise 
the numbers were pretty much those of the summer popula
tion, and many young birds had not yet completed their 
autumn moult. There were several large flocks, that fed 
in the fields and went to roost at night after characteristic 
evolutions in the osier beds, besides many odd birds that kept 
about the farm buildings. During this time also one large 
flock was always present round the lighthouse buildings. 
This flock, as well as a good many of the others, disappeared 
during the night of the I5th/i6th. Two nights later a con
siderable number of new birds came in and were found in the 
early morning flying about in small flocks in an aimless 
and unsettled manner, and constantly perching on the roofs 
of the farms, boathouses and the stays of the lighthouse flag
staff. These birds had all passed on before noon, but their 
departure was not witnessed. A similar increase on a smaller 
scale was noticed on the morning of the 21st, and these new
comers likewise passed on before midday. 

THE HAWFINCH (Coccothraustes c. coccothrausfes). 
Once recorded from the lighthouse, a single bird on Decem

ber 2ist/22nd, 1913. 

THE GREENFINCH (CMoris ch. Moris). 
Greenfinches are mentioned (B. A. Migration Report, 1884) 

by the lightkeeper as being present amongst flocks of small 
birds (Larks, Linnets etc.) seen during the day on Septem
ber 20th. 

THE BRITISH GOLDFINCH {Carduelis c. britannica). 
Once recorded from the light, a single bird on October 

2gth/30th, 1910, also recorded by Mr. Aplin, May 23rd to 
24th, 1901, " at least one pair and I believe more." None 
were seen by Mr. Coward or by myself. 
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THE LINNET (Carduelis c. cannabina). 
Recorded from the light as a diurnal migrant only in 

autumn, between mid-September and the second week in 
October; once in mid-November (B.A. Migration Report, 
1884). 

As a summer resident, " several seen " by Mr. Aplin and 
recorded also by Mr. Coward. 

In June 1913 fairly common throughout the cultivated 
area, especially so in its southern half, and amongst the gorse 
on the southern slope of the mountain, less numerous along 
its western face. Mostly seen in pairs and family parties, 
some few pairs still feeding young in the nest on the 12th, 
but most of the young were already on the wing. The bulk 
of the summer residents had already left the island by the 
beginning of September, and on the 3rd only six birds were 
seen. These had increased to a dozen by the 4th, and on 
the morning of the 8th Linnets were numerous all over the 
cultivation, evidently having arrived during the night. 
Most of these new-comers had gone again by the morning 
of the 10th. On the following morning a good many more 
had come in with Meadow-Pipits and Corn-Buntings, and the 
fields were full of them early, but by 10 a.m. most of them 
had passed on. A further reduction took place during the 
night of the i6th/i7th, and on the evening of the 17th a 
small flock was watched over the southern shoulder of the 
mountain and out to sea along the usual Pipit route. On the 
morning of the 21st a new lot of Linnets was found in the 
fields, but these again passed on before 10 a.m. 

THE CHAFFINCH (Fringilla c. ccelebs). 
Recorded regularly in autumn and occasionally in January 

and March, to a large extent as a diurnal migrant. 
Probably a regular double passage migrant. 
Autumn passage from the third week in September to mid-

November. Frequently seen on the island in large flocks 
in the second half of October. 

Recorded by Mr. Aplin as " Fairly common, in fine song," 
and therefore presumably present as a summer resident. 
Not seen by Mr. Coward nor by myself in June. 

In September, a female arrived on the 14th, three birds 
on the 18th and another on the 21st. None of these stayed 
longer than one day. Evidently the autumn passage was 
only just commencing. 

{To be continued.) 
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