
HOTES 
GREY WAGTAILS NESTING AT A DISTANCE 

FROM WATER. 
A PAIR of Grey Wagtails (Motacilla c. cinerea) brought off 
a brood this year from a nest in a hole under a window-sill 
in Sizergh Castle, Westmorland. The Castle is a mile from 
the River Kent. E. U. SAVAGE. 

[See British Birds, V., pp. 133 and 165, for other instances 
of breeding at a distance from water.—F.C.R.J.] 

WINTER IMMIGRATION OF GOLDCRESTS AND 
FIRECRESTS IN KENT. 

SINCE the frost of 1917 Goldcrests (Regulus r. anglorum) 
have been extremely scarce near Cranbrook, as in many other 
parts of the country, and in the breeding season of 1918 I 
only knew of two or three pairs, all in extensive pine woods 
a few miles away. On Oct. 22nd, 1918, I first noticed two 
birds near Cranbrook, and a few days later Goldcrests had 
become quite abundant in all pine regions ; I also saw a few 
apparently on the move westwards in hedges, and on the 30th 
two in the flat country near the Rother. I did not observe 
any further movement' of Goldcrests after the end of the 
month, but on Nov. 16th I saw a female Firecrest (Regulus 
i, ignicapillus). The following day I saw a male in another 
place. The former bird I did not see again, but the latter 
remained till Dec. 3rd., after which it disappeared. In the 
spring I kept a close look-out for it again, and sure enough it 
reappeared on March 6th and stayed till the 31st, frequently 
singing. During the winter two Goldcrests had haunted the 
same place, but these disappeared after March 16th, and the 
number in Angley Park, where in early March there had been 
a party of nearly twenty, gradually diminished, till at the 
end of the month only one or two were left, though on April 
3rd I saw a party of about eight at another part. In one or 
two other places in the neighbourhood I heard Goldcrests 
singing vigorously in early April, as if they had established 
themselves again for breeding purposes. 

H. G. ALEXANDER. 

GREAT TIT LAYING IN AN OPEN NEST. 
ON May 23rd a Haileybury boy, E. B. Coventry, found in an 
open nest in a hedge eggs that looked like those of a Great 
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Tit {Parus m. newtoni). On going to the place again the next 
day he found a Great Tit on the nest. Two days after, I went 
to see the nest myself. Unfortunately, the eggs had been, 
taken. It was apparently an old Blackbird's nest with a 
few feathers added by way of lining. F. W. HEADLEY. 

[An open nest of this kind is well figured in Nelson's Birds 
of Yorkshire, I., pi. to face p. no.—F.C.R.J.] 

HOOPOE IN SHROPSHIRE. 
ON April 26th, 1919, a male Hoopoe (Upupa epops) was picked 
up at Burlton, near Wem. It was in perfect plumage. This 
bird has been recorded over a dozen times in Shropshire, 
usually in spring, but in 1895 one was shot at Claverley, near 
Bridgnorth, in November. H. E. FORREST. 

ADULT CUCKOO KILLING NESTLING BIRDS. 
ON May 25th, 1919, a Cuckoo (Cucuhts c. canorus) paid two 
visits to the ivy that covers the dormitory wall on the east 
side of the school quadrangle at Haileybury, After the 
second visit a boy got a ladder and inspected the place. He 
found there the nest of a Pied Wagtail (Motacilla a. lugubris), 
containing three young Wagtails just hatched, and what he 
took for a fresh Cuckoo's egg, just deposited on the top of the 
young nestlings. When he tried to blow the egg it turned 
out to be just on the point of hatching. On May 26th the 
Wagtail's nest received no visit, as far as is known, from the 
Cuckoo, but on May 27th she came twice, and on the second 
occasion, clinging to the ivy just below the nest and seizing 
the three young Wagtails, she flung them back over her head 
on to the asphalt below. Mr. C. A. Ronald can vouch for 
all the facts. I saw the young birds on the asphalt shortly 
after they were ejected. In British Birds, September, 1915 
(Vol. IX., p. 95), an instance of an adult Cuckoo killing young 
nestlings is recorded. F. W. HEADLEY.. 

[The following case, though not absolutely conclusive, throws 
strong suspicion on the Cuckoo. The eggs in a Hedge-
Sparrow's nest in a bush against the wall of my house hatched 
out on May 26th, 1918. At midday I heard a Cuckoo close to 
the place, and on reaching the spot was surprised to find the 
nest empty. One of the young Hedge-Sparrows, still breath
ing, was caught among the creepers a few inches below the 
nest, but I could see nothing of the others. I replaced the 
young bird in the nest, but it was soon cold and dead. The 
nest could not have been reached by a cat, and there are no 
Crows, Magpies or Jays close at hand.—F. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 
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HOBBY IN BEDFORDSHIRE. 
As the HOBBY (Falco s. subbuteo) is now a rare bird in Bedford
shire, it may be worth recording that I had a very close view 
of one on May 24th, 1919, at Wobum. It was alternately 
chasing and being chased by Sand-Martins, and came within 
a few yards of the motor in which I was sitting. 

M. BEDFORD. 

OSPREY ON THE NORFOLK BROADS. 
IN British Birds, Vol. XII., p. 47, I recorded an Osprey 
{Pandion h. haliaetus) at Seoul ton Mere, Norfolk, on May 23rd, 
1918. On May n t h , 1919, after having just flushed a Bittern 
from her nest of six eggs, five of which have since hatched 
out, I saw an Osprey sailing over an adjacent Broad, when it 
suddenly held itself up in its flight and made a stoop vertically 
downwards. I could not see it take the fish, owing to some 
intervening trees, and the bird was lost to sight for about ten 
minutes, during which time I imagined it was devouring its 
prey. It then rose again into the air and sailed round and 
round, and as it came into the sun identification with glasses 
was easy. This bird remained in the district for about a 
week, and was several times seen by a marshman to catch fish 
from the Broad. S. H. LONG. 

NIGHT-HERON IN ANGLESEY. 
AN adult Night-Heron (Nycticorax n. nycticorax) was shot by 
a farmer at Rhos Neigr, Anglesey, on May 31st, 1919. I 
received the bird, sent for identification, on June 3rd, but 
owing to its decomposed state could not ascertain the sex 
nor the colour of the irides. Gertain points of its colora
tion seemed to me to differ from the descriptions I have 
consulted. The crown, back and scapulars are usually 
•described as black with bottle-green reflections, but they 
seemed to me to lie between Ridgway's " plumbeous " and 
" blackish slate," with distinctly indigo sheen. The upper 
mandible was blackish-slate ; the lower blackish at the tip, 
reddish at the base. The lores and skin round the eye were 
dark green. Allowing for a certain amount of deepening 
of colour, it is difficult to reconcile this with the various 
descriptions given, most of which were probably taken from 
dry skins. These are : " dark slate-grey" (Seebohm) ; 
" pale green " (Sharpe and Pycraft) ; " yellowish-green " 
(Dresser) ; " lead-colour " (Saunders) ; " bluish-grey " 
(Saunders in Yan ell). The legs and feet were ochre-yellow, 
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the claws black. There were two and only two white nuchal 
plumes. The total length was about 22 in. Wing, 285 mm. 
Culmen, 68 mm. Tarsus, 80 mm. 

Forrest (Fauna of North Wales, p. 257) mentions Eyton's 
undated Anglesey record, and a report without details for 
Flint. " T. A. COWARD. 

GANNETS IN DERBYSHIRE. 
ON April 16th, 1919, during stormy weather, I saw at Fenny 
Bentley, near Ashburne, two Gannets (Sula rassana) which 
passed overhead at about twenty feet from the ground. 
There are about ten previously recorded occurrences of this 
species in the county, including one seen flying in a south
westerly direction over Thorpe on March 1st, 1917, and nine 
recorded by Mr. Jourdain in the Victoria Hid. of Derbyshire, 
p. 138. ERNEST GRINDEY. 

FULMAR PETRELS IN YORKSHIRE IN SUMMER. 
In a note on " the Fulmar in Kincardineshire " in British 

Birds, Vol. VIII., p. 125, the following sentence occurs : " Is 
it too much to hope that some day the Fulmar will appear 
on the Yorkshire cliffs ? " I am glad to be able to report 
that the Fulmar (Fulmarus g. glacialis) has now " appeared " 
on these cliffs, though whether it is yet breeding there is 
not ascertained. On June 14th, 1919, when walking along 
the top of the cliff at Speeton I saw a couple of these beautiful 
birds. They were beating regularly backwards and forwards 
along the face of the cliffs between Speeton and Bempton 
during the whole afternoon. The " Climbers " of Buckton 
tell me that the birds have been there all the season—that 
is, from the second week in May. One man told me that he 
had seen as many as three birds at a time, but I could only 
be sure of a couple. The birds patrol the cliffs all day long 
while the climbers are at work, and have never yet been seen 
to alight on the rock. Whether the birds are actually breeding 
remains to be proved, but there is no doubt that they have 
most persistently haunted these cliffs for several weeks. 

GEORGE W. TEMPERLEY. 

GREAT CRESTED GREBES NESTING IN KENT. 
ABOUT mid April 1919 a pair of Great Crested Grebes 
(Podiceps c. cristatus) arrived on a lake in north Kent. Subse
quently they nested under some willows overhanging the 
water from an island in the lake, and on June 2nd I was 
pleased to see the old birds swimming about, followed by four 
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young birds, well grown and showing the conspicuous grey 
and white neck stripes very clearly. 

In the Birds of Kent it is stated that these birds have never 
bred in Kent; so this record may be of interest. 

The locality is an eminently suitable spot for them. 
D. H. MEARES. 

[Great Crested Grebes nested for the first time in Kent in 
1911 (A. Trevor-Battye, Field, October 21st, 1911) on the 
lake at Hever, where they have since established themselves. 
A year or two previously they also nested for the first time 
on the lake at Eridge, which is not far distant, but in Sussex. 
—N.F.T.] 

BLACK-NECKED GREBE ON KENT AND SUSSEX 
BORDER. 

WHILE I was staying at Wittersham, Kent, a Black-necked 
Grebe (Podiceps n. nigricollis) was brought to me for identi
fication. It was shot on April 21st, 1919, in a flooded field 
on the River Rother; the field being, I believe, partly in 
Kent and partly in Sussex. The bird was not quite in full 
summer plumage, the throat being speckled with white, 
although the light chestnut ear-tufts were present. The 
upturned beak was very noticeable. H. E. CASTENS. 

[This would appear to be the first record of this species from 
Kent in spring, and it has always been one of the rarest visitors 
to the county in winter. Now that it is in process of estab
lishing itself, however, as a breeding species in several 
localities in these islands, occurrences in spring are naturally 
to be looked for and should become more frequent. Needless 
to say at this time of year, the birds should receive rigid 
protection.—N.F.T.] 

RED-THROATED DIVERS IN DERBYSHIRE AND 
LEICESTERSHIRE. 

A RED-THROATED DIVER (Colymbus sieilatus) was shot by Mr, 
G. H. Peach, of Birdsgrove Farm, on the River Dove, above 
Hanging Bridge (between Ashburne and Mayfield), on April 
3rd, 1919. It was brought to Mr. J. Henderson, of Clifton, for 
identification the same evening, and he kindly informed me of 
the occurrence. The bird was in good condition and had no 
trace of the red throat. There are only about four definite 
records of this species for the county, the last of which was 
from the same locality as the present specimen in 1895. 

F . C. R. JOURDAIN. 
A FEMALE Red-throated Diver {Colymbus stellatus) was shot 
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on Thornton Reservoir, Leicestershire, in February 1918. In 
its gullet were several perch and a trout. Only about half 
a dozen of the previous records for the county are at all 
definite. W. H. BARROW. 

DOTTEREL IN CO. DUBLIN. 
ON April 27th, 1919, while the north-easterly blizzard, which 
appears to have swept over the greater part of the British 
Isles, was raging, I identified three Dotterels (Charadrius 
morinellus), at Kilbarrack, co. Dublin. They were in a field of 
young wheat about 200 yards from the sea. On examining 
the birds through a pair of binoculars, two were seen to be 
adults in full breeding plumage. The other I considered was 
an immature bird, as it had none of the bright colouring on 
the under-parts, nor did it show any dark brown on the crown. 
The white eye-stripe, however, was clearly defined, and quite 
as prominent as in the adult birds, but the white crescent 
across the upper-breast was indistinct. When moving on the 
ground these birds reminded me of the Ringed Plover, dis
playing the same habit of running rapidly for two or three 
yards, with lowered head, stopping suddenly, and repeating 
the movement after a few moments' interval. 

This, the fifteenth record of the Dotterel in Ireland, is 
particularly interesting, as it is the first known visit of the 
species to co. Dublin, and the second occasion on which it 
has occurred in Ireland during the month of April. 

GEO. R. HUMPHREYS. 

GREENSHANK IN WARWICKSHIRE. 
As the Greenshank (Tringa nebularia) is an uncommon visitor 
to Warwickshire, it is, I think, worth recording that I saw 
one in Sutton Park on April 13th and 14th, 1919. 

B. A. CARTER. 

SHIFTING OF BREEDING-GROUNDS BY TERNS. 
ACCUMULATING evidence shows that in North WTales all the 
species of Tern that breed in the district are prone to shift 
their nesting ground from year to year. Details will be given 
in the forthcoming Supplement to my " Vertebrate Fauna 
of North Wales," but I will give here just one striking 
example. At Point of Air, near Prestatyn, a colony of Lesser 
Terns {Sterna a. albifrons) have been known to breed ever 
since 1866, when they were recorded by H. Ecroyd Smith. 
No other species was noted there until 1910, when Mr. R. D. 
Roberts found two pairs of Common Terns (S. hirundo) 
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nesting on the same ground. There were three pairs next 
year, and then the colony increased enormously till in 1916 
Mr. C. Oldham reckoned there were at least 150 pairs of 
Common Terns nesting there : he counted 126 nests with 
eggs on 15th July. In 1917 I went over the ground myself 
and found it almost deserted—only a few odd birds flying 
about. A large military camp had been formed along the 
foreshore, and the Terns (both species) were so constantly 
disturbed that they deserted the locality almost entirely. 

H. E. FORREST. 

ICELAND GULLS IN THE ORKNEYS. 
ALTHOUGH the Iceland Gull (Lafus ientcopterus) is. well known 
to occur annually in the Orkneys, the following results of fairly 
constant observation from July 1918 to February 1919 in 
Scapa Flow may be worth recording. 

1. Oct. 28th and Nov. 9th, 1918, Scapa, N., an immature 
bird assuming adult plumage, apparently the same individual 
on both dates (cf. Vol. XII., p. 190). 

2. Dec. 2nd and 3rd, 1918, Scapa, S., apparently a bird 
of the year. 

3. Jan. 6th, 1919, Scapa, N., a very pale immature bird 
in company with two L. glaucus. 

4. Feb. 25th, 1919, Scapa, N., an immature bird. 
During this period five L. glaucus were seen. 

J. M. HARRISON. 

COLORATION OF THE SOFT PARTS OF SOME BIRDS. 
ACCURATE information on the colouring of the soft parts of 
birds seems so scanty that the following notes made from 
living or freshly killed specimens may be of interest: 

GOLDENEYE (Bucephala c. clangula), immature. (1) $ first 
winter, Windermere, December 18th, 1917. Iris : yellowish-
brown. Bill: black, merging into a broad yellowish-brown 
streak along the ridge of the upper mandible, nail black. 
Feet: dull orange ; webs and back of leg dark brown. 
(2) 2 first winter, Windermere, December 29th, 1917. Iris : 
rather browner than in (1). Bill: yellow-brown, darker 
at the base, nail black. Feet: yellower than in (1), and the 
legs clouded with dusky. The bills of young duck and 
drake Goldeneyes are described by Mr. J. G. Millais in his 
Diving Ducks, Vol. I., pp. 83, 84, as slaty-blue and bluish-
black, respectively. 

MOOR-HEN {Gallinula ch. chloropus).—Macgillivray (Vol. 
IV., p. 548) says of this bird : " The iris which is very narrow, 
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seems red at a distance, but is composed of three rings, the 
outer hazel, the middle dusky, the inner bright red." In a 
living one which I examined on May 25th, 1918, the iris was 
not noticeably narrow ; round the pupil was a very narrow 
line of pale yellow, then came a rather wider ring of black, 
which merged into the rich crimson of the rest of the iris. 

BLACK-NECKED GREBE (Podiceps nigricollis). $ Winder
mere, January 8th, 1918 (see British Birds, XII., p. 22.) 
Iris : Bright pinkish-orange, with a white hair-line round the 
pupil. Eyelids : brownish-orange ; lores, dusky. Bill: blue-
grey, shading to pale flesh on the basal third; the upper 
mandible is very narrowly margined with blackish and has a 
streak of the same colour along the ridge, extending to just 
below the nostril at the base. Feet: tarsi, blue-green ; 
toes, slate-grey, darker at the edges of the lobes, and fading 
to pale pinkish-yellow at the base of the second and third 
digits, which have a piece of wrinkled olive-green skin between 
them. Back of foot black, tinged with greenish on the tarsus.. 

The following note was given me by my brother, D. G. 
Garnett: GREAT NORTHERN DIVER (Cofymbus immer). In 
an immature male, shot on Windermere, January 1917, the 
light parts of the webs of the feet were a deep salmon-pink 
while the bird was alive, but faded to whitish very soon after 
death. The pink colour in the living bird is, of course, due 
to blood circulating through the capillaries of an unpigmented. 
area ; the blood, at death, accumulates in the big veins, and 
consequently the part becomes colourless. 

MARJORY GARNETT. 

EARLY ARRIVAL OF GARDEN-WARBLER AND WRYNECK.— 
Mr. H. D. Astley states that he saw a Garden-Warbler (Sylvia 
borin) at Brinsop Court, Hereford, on March 31st and Mr. 
J. H. Crow records a Wryneck (Jynx torquilla) near Newbury, 
Berks, on February 28th, 1919 (Field, April 12th, 1919. 
P-445)-

GREAT CRESTED GREBE AS A BREEDING BIRD IN SCOTLAND. 
—Mr. W.Evans summarizes (Scott. Nat.,igig, pp. 49-50), the 
nesting records of Podiceps c. cristaius, showing how the bird 
has spread as a breeding species in Forth during the last 20-30 
years. But Mr. Evans is inclined to doubt if there are as many 
breeding in the area now as there were ten years ago, and in 
any case it would appear that the increase has been checked. 

In the same journal (pp. 67-77) t n e Misses E. V. Baxter and 
L. J. Rintoul publish a very interesting and useful study of the 
extension of the breeding range of this bird in Scotland, which 
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has taken place in the last twenty-five years. A chronologi
cal list is given and each area is treated in detail. The 
bird's chief breeding centres in Scotland are in the faunal 
areas of Forth, Tay and Clyde. In Solway there are records 
of only three colonies, in Tweed it is not so common as one 
would expect, while for Moray there is only one record. It 
is not known to breed in any other area. 
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