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T H E BIRDS OF BARDSEY ISLAND. 
BY 

N. F . TICEHURST, M.A., M.B.O.U., etc. 

PART 2. 

THE HOUSE-SPARROW (Passer d. domesticus). 
Unrecorded from the light. 
As a resident seen " in fair numbers about the farms " 

by Mr. Aplin and by Mr. Coward. In June 1913 it was 
breeding numerously about the farms and in the stone walls 
round the fields in their vicinity, but absent from those more 
distant. All were remarkably clean, bright-looking birds 
(as already commented upon by Mr. Aplin) and evidently 
unmolested, as they were remarkably unsuspicious and allowed 
close-range photography without the use of any cover. The 
first young ones were seen out of the nest on the 23rd. In 
September the same numbers were present and no fluctuation 
was noticed. 

THE CORN-BUNTING (Emberiza c. calandra). 
Unrecorded at the light. 
As a summer resident recorded as " common " both by 

Mr. Aplin and by Mr. Coward. . In June 1913 scattered pairs 
were found all over the cultivated area, numerous in the 
southern half, scarce in the north. Not found to the east 
of the road where the few enclosures on the lower slope of 
the mountain are derelict. The males were as usual very 
conspicuous, but the females were seldom seen and were 
presumably still sitting. 

In September some young birds were only just out of the 
nest on the 8th, and three pairs were still feeding young on the 
n t h . One young bird had a great many white feathers in 
each wing. The old ones were in full moult. In the early 
morning of the n t h the numbers present were greater than 
usual, and it was clear that there had been an immigration 
during the night with Meadow-Pipits and Linnets. These 
surplus birds had all disappeared again by 10 a.m., and, 
thereafter no further fluctuation in numbers was noticed. 

THE YELLOW BUNTING (Emberiza c. citrineUa). 
Three times recorded from the light, single birds in each 

case: April io th /n th , 1913, November 20th/2ist. 1911 and 
December 5th/6th, 1913. 

The absence of the species in summer is rather remarkable. 
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THE ORTOLAN BUNTING (Emberiza hortulana). 
An immature bird was taken at the lantern on September 

2nd/3rd, 1913, and on the next morning another was clearly 
identified on one of the field banks amongst a flock of Common 
Buntings, which were constantly visiting a patch of standing 
oats. Its silvery note, uttered on the wing, was always very 
distinctive. None were seen on the 5th, but the same bird 
or another was seen on the 6th, while two fresh ones were 
identified on the 7th. No more were then seen until the 
nth, when another single bird was seen, having evidently 
arrived with Meadow-Pipits, Linnets and Common Buntings 
during the night. Each one of these birds proved difficult 
of approach: they sat high up on bramble-sprays growing 
from the top of the turf walls, in exactly the same way as the 
Common Buntings, but with glasses their greenish tint and 
pinkish bills could be clearly seen. The last bird when 
flushed flew out of sight to the east over the southern shoulder 
of the mountain, evidently following the usual Pipit route. 

THE REED-BUNTING (Emberiza s. schczniclus). 
Twice recorded from the light, a few on April i4th,'i5th, 

1912 and one on February 27th/28th, 1913. 

THE SNOW-BUNTING (Plectrophenax nivalis). 
One record, December 5th /6th, 1913. 

THE SKY-LARK (Alauda a. arvensis). 
A regular double-passage migrant in considerable numbers. 
Spring passage from the second week in February to mid-

April ; in largest numbers in the latter part of February. 
Occasional records in January as with the Starling and 
Turdida. 

Autumn passage from the last week of September to mid-
November, in some years to the third week of December ; 
in largest numbers in October. 

One of the most surprising things about the avifauna of 
Bardsey is the absence of the Sky-Lark as a summer resident, 
which has already been commented upon by Mr. Aplin, nor 
were any seen by Mr. Coward nor by myself. 

In September 1913 we were too early to see anything but 
just the beginning of the autumn migration, though two birds 
had arrived before the 3rd and were seen in the same place 
daily up to the 14th, when a third had joined them. Three 
or four new ones came in on the night of the i6th'i7th, and 
on the morning of the 21st there were quite a lot in the fields 
of roots and potatoes. 
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THE TREE-PIPIT (Anthus t. trivialis). 

Unrecorded from the light. 
On the morning of September 5th, 1913/ six, which had 

evidently arrived overnight, were found sitting about on the 
bramble-covered walls of the cultivated area. They disap
peared in the course of the afternoon and the only other one 
seen was an injured bird, that had struck the light; it was 
found on the 9th, but had probably been on the island since 
the 5th. 

THE MEADOW-PIPIT (Anthus pratensis). 

Probably a regular double-passage migrant, but owing to 
the chiefly diurnal character of its movements but scantily 
recorded from the lighthouse. 

Four spring records, February I7th/i8th and April 
14th/15th, 1912, and March 24th/25th, 26th/27th, 1914. 
Two autumn records, October 2nd/3rd and 8th/9th, 1913. 

As a summer resident recorded by Mr. Aplin as " some 
about the mountain and lower pastures " and also seen by 
Mr. Coward. In June 1913 Meadow-Pipits were quite 
numerous all over the cultivated area and apparently taking 
the place of the Sky-Lark, the males constantly soaring aloft 
and singing. Distributed also in scattered pairs along both 
the east and west slopes of the mountain, but absent from 
the highest parts, where cover is practically absent. Two 
young ones able to fly were seen on the 14th, but for the most 
part, young were being fed in the nest at that date. A pair 
with young in a nest in scrub gorse on the 21st were watched 
and photographed at close quarters. The female was much 
less frightened at the tent than the male and brought food to 
the young quite three times to his once. The young were 
fed at intervals of seven to ten minutes and the food consisted 
of flies, green caterpillars and daddy-long-legs, almost all of 
it gathered in a neighbouring potato field. The nest was 
cleaned and the faeces carried away and dropped by both 
parents. 

On September 3rd and 4th the number of Meadow-Pipits 
on the island was much about the same as in June, after 
allowing for the normal increase due to the broods. They 
were scattered about all over the island. On the mornings of 
the 5th and 6th there had evidently been overnight arrivals, 
as there were a good many more birds in the potato fields 
than on the 4th, and there were more birds elsewhere as well. 
A similar increase was again noticed on the 8th, but these 
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new arrivals and many of the others with them had dis
appeared again by mid-day. 

On the early morning of the ioth the first daylight passage 
movement was noticed; it comprised three birds only, 
travelling with a dozen Swallows and a Grey Wagtail. They 
appeared to be coming from the north-west and were following 
the western slope of the mountain round, at about half its 

height (say 200 feet in total altitude above sea level) and over 
the low part of its southern shoulder and so out to sea to the 
east or slightly north of east, taking a line for the promontory 
on the east side of Hell's Mouth Bay, which is the first bit 
of the Welsh coast visible on topping the southern shoulder 
of Bardsey mountain. The Pipits present on the island on 
this day were probably the summer residents only. 

On the n t h a considerable number and on the 12th smaller 
numbers had arrived overnight and were found, chiefly, in 
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the potato fields, which were full of them on the n t h . On 
each day these extra numbers had passed on before 10 a.m., 
but their departure was not witnessed. On the 13th, 14th 
and 15th only the usual numbers were present. 

On the 16th a very large number had arrived and at 6.30 
a.m. the island was full of them and migration was still going 
on and continued uninterruptedly until 8.30 a.m. The birds 
travelled in small parties and were passing continuously 
across the whole of the island south of the mountain. Many 
of them took the same course as those on the 10th, and this 
is evidently the main route of the species at this season ; others 
came in more directly from the west, but all tended to turn 
a little to the north of east as soon as they cleared the mountain 
and could see the land beyond. A great number of the birds 
that had arrived earlier and stopped to feed, resumed the 
same course when put up. After the main passage was over, 
small parties continued to arrive in succession all the morning 
at the southern point of the island, coming in low over the 
sea from the south-west. Some stopped to feed on the short 
grass and rocks before resuming their flight, while others passed 
on without stopping straight up the eastern shore towards the 
southern shoulder of the mountain, whence they doubtless 
turned more to the east, on to the course the earlier ones had 
taken. 

On the 17th there were no overnight arrivals, but a few 
came in at the southern point in the early morning, from the 
south-west, up to 10 a.m. These all stopped to feed, several 
of them afterwards starting off towards the east, but after a 
short flight turned back and landed farther up the coast as 
though afraid to venture farther, there being no land in sight, 
owing to fog. 

On the 18th and 19th there were no overnight arrivals, and 
only quite a few came in at the southern point up to 10 a.m. 
On these two days they arrived from a point a little to the 
north of west, but otherwise their direction of flight was the 
same as on the 16th and 17th. On the 20th there was no 
migration and only the resident population was seen. On 
the 21st there was a small overnight or early morning arrival, 
both in the cultivated area and at the southern point, where 
there were a good many throughout the morning, but no 
actual arrivals were witnessed. Two parties, however, were 
seen departing: one of them followed the usual route up the 
east coast, while the other went off to the south, along the 
usual Wagtail route. The surplus birds in the cultivated 
area had all gone before mid-day. 
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THE ROCK-PIPIT (Anthus spinoletta petrosus). 
Once recorded from the light. A few on March 24th/25th, 

1913. 
As a summer resident recorded by Mr. Aplin as " fairly 

common " and by Mr. Coward. In June 1913 distributed 
all round the coast, decidedly scarce at the north end, some 
six or seven pairs along the west coast of the northern half, 
most numerous of all round the southern half of the island. 
Not seen away from the coast line. All feeding young in the 
nest (or possibly some still sitting) on the 12th, and no young 
seen out of the nest up to the 23rd. 

In September there seemed to be fewer birds than in June, 
but no fluctuation was noticed, and there was no evidence of 
any migration. The old birds were in full moult. 

THE YELLOW WAGTAIL (Motacilla flava rayi). 
Unrecorded from the light in spring; three autumn 

records, viz.: August 30th/3ist, September 4th/5th and 
5th/6th, 1913. Probably a regular autumn passage migrant 
in small numbers. 

In September 1913 four were seen on the 7th and 8th, a 
single bird on the 17th and two on the 19th. They were all 
feeding in the pastures round the cattle, and their coming and 
going were not witnessed. On the 21st two single birds came 
down the southern half of the island from the north and went 
on out to sea to the south, following the usual Wagtail route. 

THE GREY WAGTAIL (Motacilla c. cinerea). 
Unrecorded at the light, but probably a regular passage 

migrant in small numbers, at any rate in autumn. 
In September 1913 three or four birds were seen along the 

north coast on the 3rd, and then no others were seen until the 
9th, when a single bird came over the farms below the southern 
shoulder of the mountain at 10 a.m. It was travelling in 
company with a dozen Swallows and three Meadow-Pipits, 
and appeared to be coming from the N.W. at a fair height, 
and with them followed the usual Pipit route. On the n t h 
another single bird, again travelling with Swallows, followed 
the same course. On the 14th five came down the centre of 
the island and passed southward out to sea from its tip, 
following the usual Wagtail route. 

On the 15th two single birds followed the same course. On 
the 16th one was seen at the farm, one was heard passing 
over, and a third was seen flying high over and taking the same 
course as those on the 10th and n t h . All these movements 
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took place in the forenoon. On the afternoon of the 20th a 
single bird was seen in the fields. 

THE PIED WAGTAIL {Motacilla alba lugubris). 
Four light records: January i8th/i9th, 1912, a few; 

October i5th/i6th, 1911, one ; September 3rd/4th, a few, 
and 5th/6th, one, 1913. 

Probably a regular double-passage migrant and almost 
certainly so in autumn, but chiefly diurnal, so that, with the 
other Wagtails and Pipits, the light records do not convey a 
correct idea of its status. 

As a summer resident apparently represented by a single 
pair. Doubtfully recorded (probably owing to omission to 
make a note at the time) by Mr. Aplin. Old and young seen 
by Mr. Coward. 

In 1913 the single pair was seen almost daily and were 
watched to their nest on June 20th. It was situated on a 
small projecting rock under an overhanging gorse tump half 
way up the mountain side above the farms, and contained 
fully fledged young. 

In September 1913 its migratory movements were those 
detailed below under the next form, the two races often 
travelling in company. On the whole, however, the White 
Wagtail was in larger numbers, particularly on those days 
when the movements were heaviest. 

THE WHITE WAGTAIL (Motacilla alba alba). 
Twice recorded at the light, viz: September 9th/ioth, 

1910, and September 3rd/4th, 1913. Without doubt a 
regular passage migrant, at any rate in autumn, but chiefly 
diurnal. In spring it has been recorded as a regular migrant 
from the Merioneth and Anglesey coasts. 

The movements of this bird and the Pied Wagtail were one 
of the chief migratory features of September 1913, and were 
almost always performed in company. From the 3rd to the 
5th about forty birds were present on the island, and probably 
comprised both forms, but this is not certain. The summer 
residents and their young were either mixed with these or 
had already gone. 

A movement recorded at the lantern on the night of the 
3rd/4th caused no appreciable change in their numbers, but 
following another on the 5th/6th, only quite a few birds 
were left and all had gone by the 9th. On the 10th, n t h , 
12th, 14th, 15th, 19th and 21st, single birds, and small 
numbers up to eight were seen passing on the routes about 
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to be described. On these days the passage lasted from 
early morning to 10 or n a.m. On the 16th, 17th and 18th 
the movement was of far greater intensity, especially on the 
16th and 17th, when it was practically continuous, in small 
parties from early morning to noon. On all three days White 
Wagtails predominated. On the 16th, and to a lesser extent 
on the 17th, two distinct routes were being pursued at once. 
We found that the two best observing places for these birds 
were the west bay, where there is a small area of dry sand, 
frequently used by them as a halting and feeding place, and 
the southern tip of the island, where a point could be found 
commanding a view of the tip, the sea on each side, a good 
view to the north and a long stretch of both east and west 
coasts, and here, as also on the roofs of the lighthouse buildings 
near by, the birds often halted also. The main Wagtail route 
passed from north to south along the west coast. The birds 
arrived either from the north (or the north-west, it is not 
quite certain which) and could be seen when at the west bay 
coming down low over the rocks from the north and passing 
on with or without halting, either down the coast, or down the 
centre of the island, to its southern tip, where they flew straight 
out to sea directly south. Nearly all the small parties on the 
other days followed this route, and only once did we see a 
party flying across the cultivated area and they were going 
in the same direction. 

The other route, which we came to recognize as the Pipit 
route, was only seen used by Wagtails at the southern tip 
of the island. Here the birds came in, flying low over the 
sea from the south-west (one party came in from the west on 
the 16th) and after crossing the tip of the island, with or 
without halting, they continued in the same direction which 
took them directly up the east coast towards the southern 
shoulder of the mountain, where they were lost to view. It 
is probable, however, that from this point they followed 
the same route taken by the Meadow-Pipits (q.v.), which 
would bring them to the Welsh coast in the neighbourhood 
of Hell's Mouth. 

THE BRITISH GOLDCREST (Regulus r. anglorum). 
Probably a regular double-passage migrant, but at present 

there are only two spring records, viz. : April I4th/i5th 
and 20th/2ist, 1912, of small numbers on each night. 
Autumn passage from second week in September to the first 
week in November. Occasionally in early December. Numbers 
always small. 
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In September 1913 no more than four or five were seen on 
any one day, and none were seen anywhere except in one of the 
farm gardens, where they stuck pretty closely to some tamarisk 
bushes. There were two birds there on the 4th, and fresh 
birds arrived on the 8th, o,th, 16th and 21st; and the majority 
only made a stay of one day. 

THE SPOTTED FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa s. striata). 
A regular double-passage migrant in small numbers. 
Spring passage, from the end of the first week in May to 

the first week in June. 
Autumn passage, from the end of the first week in August 

to the fourth week in September. 
As a summer resident evidently not constant, recorded by 

Mr. Aplin as " several about the farm gardens," but not seen 
by Mr. Coward. I t is, of course, possible that some, at any 
rate, of the birds seen by Mr. Aplin were halting migrants. 

In June 1913 represented by two pairs that were nesting 
in the neighbourhood of one of the willow-beds in the centre 
of the cultivated area. There were certainly no birds in the 
farm gardens. 

In early September small numbers probably passed on 
most nights between the 2nd and 9th, as specimens were 
taken at the lantern on four nights, and from two to six were 
seen about the island on each day from the 3rd to the 7th. 
There were none on the 8th, but three were seen on the 9th, 
two on the 10th, and one, the last, on the 12th. Some of these 
birds were found frequenting the rocks at the south end of the 
island and in this situation proved very puzzling to identify. 

THE PIED FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa h. hypoleuca). 
Unrecorded from the light prior to the autumn of 1913, 

when a few occurred on August 30th'31st and a single bird 
was killed on September 25th/26th. Three were found on 
the island on September 3rd, and these of course may have 
been there since August 31st, or they may have arrived the 
previous night, when a heavy movement was recorded at the 
lantern, though the species was not represented amongst the 
birds killed. They had all gone on the 4th, but five more 
were seen on the next day. Only one of these remained on 
the 6th, and this was the last seen. 

THE CHIFFCHAFF (Phylloscopus c. collybita). 
Probably a regular double-passage migrant, but only once 

recorded in spring, viz.: a considerable number on April 
I i th/i2th, 1910. 
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A regular autumn passage migrant, in considerable numbers, 
from the second week in September to the second week in 
October. 

In September 1913 a few came to the lantern on the nights 
of the 6th/7th and 8th/9th, but none were seen on the 
island until the morning of the 10th, when four or five were 
identified in one of the farm gardens, where they remained 
all day. Two only were left on the next morning and these 
had gone by the 12th. A few probably" arrived on the night 
of the 15th with a number of Willow-Warblers, Sedge-Warblers 
and Meadow-Pipits, but only one bird was positively identified 
the next morning. None were seen after. 

THE WILLOW-WARBLER (Phyttoscopus t. trochilus). 
A regular double-passage migrant in large numbers. 
Spring passage, from the beginning of April to the end of 

the first week in May (once May i9th/20th). 
Autumn passage, from the beginning of August to the end 

of September; i 1 largest numbers in early and late August 
and mid-September. 

As a summer resident, possibly a pair or two breeding in 
some years. Recorded by Mr. Aplin, " a few about the low-
lying parts," which may have been a late band of halting 
migrants ; not seen by Mr. Coward. In 1913 a single bird 
was seen singing in one of the sycamore trees by one of the 
farms on June 15th, but was not seen or heard before or after. 

In September 1913 the island was full of Willow-Warblers 
on the 3rd, 4th, 5th, 7th and 9th, following large " takes " at 
the lantern; the brambles, potatoes, gorse clumps and rock 
crannies round the coast being full of them. After the 9th 
a gradual diminution took place, and only single odd birds 
were seen between the 12th and 15th. 

On the i5th/i6th a further small influx took place, that 
had all disappeared by the 17th. and the only others seen were 
three on the 20th. 

{To be continued.) 


	The Birds of Bardsey Island. Part 2
	The House-Sparrow
	The Corn-Bunting
	The Yellow Bunting
	The Ortolan Bunting
	The Reed-Bunting
	The Snow-Bunting
	The Sky-Lark
	The Tree-Pipit
	The Meadow-Pipit
	The Rock-Pipit
	The Yellow Wagtail
	The Grey Wagtail
	The Pied Wagtail
	The White Wagtail
	The British Goldcrest
	The Spotted Flycatcher
	The Pied Flycatcher
	The Chiffchaff
	The Willow-Warbler


