
MOTES 
SPRING IMMIGRATION OF JACKDAWS ON THE 

HAMPSHIRE COAST. 
IN confirmation of the statement on page 21 of the Practical 
Handbook, that there is evidence that Jackdaws (Colaeus 
monedula) arrive on the south coast of Hampshire at the 
beginning of April, Mr. Howard Atkins sends the following 
records from the Havant district:— 

March 17th, 1914. A large flock passing over on migration 
to the N.E. 

March 21st, 1916. A few arrived. 
April 1st, „ A small party going N.E. 
April 6th, „ A small flock going N.E. 
April 13th, „ A few, apparently migrants (?). 
April 14th, „ A decided increase. 
He adds that he can remember similar movements in 

previous years, particularly of very large flocks going N.E. 
during February 1912, but he did not keep a diary prior 
to the dates above mentioned. 

The observations were made from the first rising and 
wooded ground going northward from the Hampshire 
coast, the winter roosting place of Jackdaws being to the 
north-west not the north-east of this spot; while the local 
birds were not at the same time of year flying in the same 
way or in the same direction. EDITORS. 

MIGRATION OF STARLING FROM FINLAND TO 
THE MEDITERRANEAN. 

A YOUNG Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) marked on June 8th, 1914, 
with one of Professor Palmen's rings, No. 604, in the village 
of Monola, 15 kilometres south of Wiborg, Finland, by Fr. 
and A. Lonnfors, reached the Mediterranean coast of France. 
The leg, with the ring attached, was found by the gardener 
in the park of the Chateau de la Redorte, Department Aude. 
The date is uncertain, but the brief notice sent by the owner 
of the castle, M. A. Brugniere de Gorgot, was dated July 26th, 
1915. The distance between the two places is 2,640 kilometres. 

H. W. ROBINSON. 

ABNORMAL CLUTCHES OF CHAFFINCH'S EGGS. 
ON May 17th, 1919, I found near Burnham, Bucks., a nest 
of the Chaffinch (Fringilla c. Calebs) containing eight eggs. 
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There was no difference in the type of egg, so I cannot say 
whether this large clutch was the result of two birds laying 
in the same nest or not. Subsequently on May 29th I ringed 
six young birds from this nest, two of the eggs proving infertile. 

A. MAYALL. 
DR. A. H. FOSTER, of Hitchin, Herts., recently sent to me 
for examination a clutch of seven eggs taken from the nest 
of a Chaffinch (Fringilla c. ccelebs) near Hitchin, Herts., in 
June 1918. Of these six were normal in appearance and all 
were much of the same type. The seventh egg was decidedly 
larger, measuring 20.5x16 mm., with a pale blue ground 
and a few fine brown spots and streaks at the big end. 
. As this egg might possibly have been that of a Cuckoo 
(Cuculus c. canorus) I had it carefully weighed and found it 
to be exactly 153 mg. in weight, while the average weight of 
five of the Chaffinch's eggs from the same clutch was. 123 mg. 
As the average weight of a Cuckoo's egg is 231 mg., and the 
lightest of over 700 eggs weighs 165 mg., we may infer with 
certainty that the egg is not that of a Cuckoo, but most 
probably that of the Chaffinch. 

In this case we have a clutch of seven eggs. The ordinary 
set in this species very seldom exceeds five. Sets of six 
may be found in many collections, but few collectors have 
met with this number personally more than once or twice 
in the course of their nesting career. F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

GREY WAGTAILS NESTING AT A DISTANCE FROM 
WATER. 

IT is seldom that the Grey Wagtail (Motacilla c. cinerea) 
nests out of sight, or any distance away from a stream, as 
recorded by your correspondent (antea, p. 56), although I 
have known a nest in the rock face of the railway cutting 
through the Wyre Forest, some 250 yards from water. This 
year a pair chose to nest in a hole in the back wall of my 
stable, some fifty yards from the stream and on the opposite 
side of the building. This nesting site had been previously 
occupied by a pair of Blackbirds, whose nest the Grey Wag
tails adapted to their own requirements by merely re-lining 
it. J. STEELE ELLIOTT. 

PIED FLYCATCHER IN SUFFOLK IN SPRING. 
THERE are only scattered records of the Pied Flycatcher 
(M. h. hypoleuca) in Suffolk in spring. Babington (Cat. 
of the Birds of Suffolk) mentions six occurrences in April 

F 



82 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XIII. 

and May between 1813 and 1883, and one in June. In the 
B.O.C. Migration Reports there are the following isolated 
records : May 12th, 1911. Outer Gabbard Light : " several 
coming from the east." May 6/7th, 1912 : " one at South-
wold Light." May 10th, 1913 : " Suffolk (passing)." To 
these I should like to add the following: my brother,. H, 
M. Stanford, saw a male at Aldringham on May 4th, 1917, 
and a female on May 6th. We observed a male at the 
same place on May 5th, 1919. 

This bird passes through in autumn in some numbers, 
but is easily overlooked in wooded country, as it keeps 
to the tree tops. When several are about, the call-note 
is very striking. J. K. STANFORD. 

LARGE CLUTCH OF WREN'S EGGS. 
AT the beginning of May 1919 a nest of the Wren {Troglodytes 
t. troglodytes) near Little Dunmow, Essex, contained sixteen 
eggs, an abnormally large number. They were left in the 
nest and hatched out in due course. It was a hopeless task 
to attempt to count the young, as it would have been impossible 
to replace them without running the risk of smothering 
some of them. I do. not know how many actually survived 
the nestling period, but a large percentage at the lowest 
computation. After the exodus there were no addled eggs 
left in the nest, so that probably every egg hatched, but 
if any of the young had died during the nestling period, 
their bodies would have been removed by the parents. 

J. H. OWEN. 
[The normal clutch of the Wren may be taken at six eggs, 

sometimes seven, while sets of eight occasionally occur. 
Mr. E. E. Pettitt informs me that he has taken a clutch 
of nine, and Mr. H. Massey has found sets of ten and eleven 
at Didsbury, and also possesses a clutch of fourteen eggs 
from Ireland. Howard Saunders {Manual, p. 116) states 
that sixteen young have been found in one nest. The 
discrepancy in this species between normal and abnormally 
large clutches is very remarkable and should be investigated. 
—F, C. R. JOURDAIN.] 

SOME NOTES ON THE WRYNECK. 
THE Wryneck (Jynx t. torquilla) is more often heard than 
seen, and the following notes of its habits, as observed in 
East Suffolk, may be of interest. For some years I have 
noticed that this bird will eject Tits, nest, eggs and all, 
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from their nesting-boxes, and lay its own eggs on the bare 
floor of the box. In May 1919 a Wryneck was seen looking 
into a box containing young Coal-Tits about one day old. 
Two days later, I saw a Wryneck emerge from this box 
with its beak full of rabbit-fur, and found the young Tits 
dead on the ground below, with the greater part of the nest. 
The Wrynecks removed the whole nest piecemeal, but did 
not occupy the box. There were several vacant boxes close at 
hand, so " economic pressure " cannot be the explanation. 

These Wrynecks began to lay on June 8th, in another 
box sixty yards away. They had certainly not tried to 
breed in any other box previously, though they arrived, 
as usual, in mid-April. The fact that I found half-grown 
young in the same garden on June 25th, 1912, and again on 
June 22nd, 1914, suggests that they arrive some time before 
they begin to nest. (I have also found young ones as late 
as August 1st, 1909.) In 1912 the box they occupied con
tained six addled eggs and three young ones, but as there 
is no attempt at a nest, the heat during incubation must 
be very uncertain. This year I visited the box on several 
occasions when the bird was on, both before and after the 
clutch was complete, and on no occasion was she covering 
the eggs completely. Twice I found her sitting beside 
the eggs, and once half-covering them, with three eggs 
plainly visible beside her. Unfortunately, I was unable to 
keep systematic records of this throughout the incubation 
period. 

On the autumn migration I have several records of this 
bird alongshore between July 28th and September 4th, 
mainly in furze bushes, but its passage is, of course, very 
difficult to observe. J. K. STANFORD. 
SINCE 1907 until the present year I have kept notes so far 
as I have had time to do so on a number of nesting-boxes 
near Tenterden in S.W. Kent. The boxes available have 
always been in excess of the demand, and yet out of the 
eight years in which a pair of W'rynecks (Jynx t. torquilla) 
have nested in them, only twice have they done so without 
previously evicting one or more pairs of Tits. In some 
years they emptied three different boxes before finding 
one to suit them, in others after emptying one or two they 
have eventually laid in a previously unoccupied one. In 
this district the laying of the first egg works out pretty 
constantly at about May 20th. 

In another instance that came under my notice, where 
there were only two nesting-boxes in a town garden, a pro-
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longed struggle took place for possession between a Wryneck 
and a Great Titmouse (P. m. newtmi). After nearly a fort
night the Wryneck remained the victor. N. F. TICEHURST. 

UNUSUAL NESTING SITE OF A KESTREL. 
BOWDEN HOUSE SCHOOL, Seaford, Sussex, stands thirty feet 
from a road leading to the Downs. On the side facing the 
road, a short pipe leads the rain water from the roof into a 
funnel, about a foot in diameter, and thence the water runs 
to the ground, forty feet below. In this funnel a Kestrel (Falco 
t. tinnunculus) is breeding. The nesting-place is only four 
feet from the window of an occupied bedroom. The whole 
buildings are modern and contain over eighty boys and others. 
The 0.32m. of gentle rain which fell on June 20th caused 
some commotion, but the birds have not deserted. The 
tail of the sitting bird could be seen from the ground below, 
and was first noticed on June 10th, while young, several 
days old, were observed on July 10th. Incidentally House-
Sparrows have built in the " conduct pipe" above the 
Kestrels' nest. J. F. THOMAS. 

HOBBY IN SHROPSHIRE AND WORCESTERSHIRE. 
As recent records from Shropshire and Worcestershire are 
scanty, it may be worth recording that a Hobby (Falco s, 
subbnteo) made its appearance in the Dowles Valley close 
to the Manor House on the evening of June 4th, 1919. Fre
quently it circled around over the open land, but the greater 
part of the time was spent toying around the adjoining 
plantation, either gliding over "the woodlands, rising and 
falling with their contours, or passing in and out around 
the larger tree tops of this hill slope. It eventually roosted 
within the covert. A hurried attempt to construct what 
I thought might have proved a suitable nest for it to 
occupy in the top of one of the larger oak trees, did not 
prove successful, as I have not seen this Falcon there since. 

J. STEELE ELLIOTT. 

KITE IN KENT IN 1822. 
WHEN at Hutton-in-the-Forest, near Penrith, on January 4th, 
1917, I saw there a stuffed specimen of the Kite (Milvus 
milvus) (male) labelled as " shot 26 Nov., 1822, by moonlight, 
at Broome Park, Kent." HUGH S. GLADSTONE. 

[Though of course a winter record does not prove anything, 
it is not unlikely that this bird is one of the native stock of 
Kites: cf. History of the Birds of Kent, p. 281.—N.F.T.] 
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SPOONBILL IN HANTS. 
HEARING that a Spoonbill (Platalm I. hucorodia) had been 
seen several times recently on the Blackwater (in Hampshire), 
I went down there on June 22nd, 1919, and ascertained from 
John Crouch, the keeper, that he saw the bird first on May 
24th, and from that time onward on several occasions up 
to about June 14th, in fact, whenever he went there. He 
is well acquainted with the bird, having seen it before on 
several occasions. None of the ten records quoted in the 
Birds of Hampshire (p. 206) apply to the month of June. 

THOMAS H. C. TROUBRIDGE. 

AMERICAN BLUE-WINGED TEAL IN ANGLESEY. 
AT the end of last season (1919) near Holland Arms, Anglesej^, 
I shot a male American Blue-winged Teal (Anas discors). 
The bird rose from a marsh near some pools. At the time, 
there were several flocks of Common Teal (Anas c. crecca) 
on and around these pools. During the winter these pools 
are frequented by large numbers of wildfowl, mostly Mallard, 
Teal and Wigeon, which come from an estuary about four 
miles away. There is no private water anywhere in the 
county, as far as I know, where fancy waterfowl are kept, 
and during the course of nearly twenty years regular shooting 
here I have never yet come across any semi-tame or very 
unusual waterfowl. I have kept the skin. 

L. R. A. GATEHOUSE. 
[Mr. T. A. Coward, who has seen the skin, remarks upon the 

prismatic colour of the speculum. When viewed at various 
angles it was black, showing but little gloss, metallic reddish-
bronze or brilliant metallic green. The crescentic white 
patch in front of the eye was slightly flecked with dark grey. 
There was nothing in the condition of the plumage or feet 
to lead one to suppose that it had been in captivity.] 

LONG-TAILED DUCK FEEDING ON GRAIN. 
EARLY in March 1919 I had forwarded to me from the 
Orkneys, a male Long-tailed Duck (Clangula hyemalis) 
which had been shot on February 27th in the Bay of Kirkwall, 

When I had completed the skinning of the bird, I pro
ceeded to the routine examination of the stomach contents, 
and was surprised on opening the viscus, to find them to 
consist entirely of wheat grain, and to exhibit a total absence 
of the small bivalves and marine forms usually selected. 

The presence in the Bay of Kirkwall at that time of a 
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number of ships laden with grain explains the origin of the 
food. 

Mr. L. A. Curtis Edwards, to whom I recently mentioned 
the matter, has kindly forwarded to me the following reference 
from " Some More Scraps About Birds," by Charles Murray 
Adamson, 1880-81, p. 187, to an analogous case, as follows :— 
" 1852, Feb. 1.—Quantities of Scoters in bays at Holy 
Island, Fishermen said a cargo of grain had been lost 
and that they were feeding on it. Is this likely ? They 
rarely seem to feed so near the shore. I am not aware 
whether Scoters will eat barley, but if Eiders and Scaups 
will, I do not see why Scoters should not also." 

Mr. Edwards goes on to explain that " The remarks about 
Eiders and Scaups refer to some birds in captivity which 
Adamson fed on barley and oats with apparent success." 

The selection exercised by this bird in favour of the new 
food supply in preference to its more orthodox dietary is 
noteworthy. JAMES M. HARRISON. 

[The late Alfred Crawhall Chapman also refers to the 
same occurrence in the Zool. 1887, p. 12. A sailing vessel, 
the Falcon, loaded with grain, was wrecked off Holy Island 
in September 1851. At first about a dozen Scoters frequented 
the scene, feeding on the grain, but afterwards many hundreds 
of these birds, as well as Long-tailed Ducks, were daily to 
be seen greedily devouring the floating pain as it was washed 
out oftheship.—F. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 

TURTLE-DOVE BREEDING IN NORTH LANCASHIRE. 
RECORDS of the Turtle-Dove {Streptopelia t. turtur) nesting 
in north Lancashire are few enough to justify reporting that 
on June 29th, 1919, I found a nest containing two eggs near 
Lytham, Lancashire. 

Last year I saw a pair near the same spinney, but did not 
find the nest. H. J. MOON. 

INTRODUCTION OF RED GROUSE INTO SOMERSET. 
QUITE recently I had the pleasure of handling eggs of the 
Red Grouse (Lagopus sections), found in a nest in the heather 
on Exmoor. Since their introduction into Somerset in 1916 
by Sir Edward Mountain, the birds have greatly increased, 
the laying seasons of 1918 and 1919 both proving very 
favourable. In one particular locality they are believed 
to be more plentiful now than the Blackcock {Lyrurm t. 
bruanmms). STANLEY LEWIS. 
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PHEASANT BREEDING IN SPARROW-HAWK'S NEST. 
DURING the present season (1919) at Lochinch in Wigtown
shire, a Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus) laid an in old Sparrow-
Hawk's nest in a larch, twenty-six feet from the ground. 

When I saw it the hen was sitting hard, but about a week 
later the keeper climbed up when the hen was off to see whether 
the eggs were hatching. Two of the chicks dropped out 
when he began to climb, and two more left as he reached 
the nest. He brought down the two remaining, ones with 
him, while the seventh egg was addled. The chicks were 
none the worse for their fall and were seen to join the hen 
Pheasant. B. VAN DE WEYER. 

[Pheasants have been recorded as breeding in old nests at 
heights varying from nine to thirty feet from the ground 
on numerous occasions. The old nest of the Wood-Pigeon 
appears to be most frequently used, but those of the Sparrow-
Hawk and Owls are also occasionally taken possession of, 
as well as Squirrels' dreys. Photographs of a Pheasant 
sitting in a spruce twenty-two feet from the ground will be 
found in the Birds of Yorkshire, II., pi. to face p. 524. Cf. 
also Field, June 23rd, 1877; June 15th, 1895 ; June 14th, 
1902 ; June 1st, 1907 ; June 19th, 1909, etc; Zool, 1876, p. 
5046 ; 1894, pp. 227 and 266, and 1911, p. 159. The Rev. 
C. F. Tomlinson (in Hit. June 7th, 1916) informed me that he 
had found a Pheasant sitting on twelve eggs in an old 
Squirrel's drey in a spruce near Ripon at least fifteen feet 
from the ground.-—F. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 

COMMON SCOTER BREEDING IN IRELAND.—Mr. H. B. 
Rathborne reports that Common Scoters (Oidemia n, nigra), 
though not nearly so numerous as in 1918, when they were 
present in exceptionally large numbers (cf. Brit. Birds, XII., 
p. 215), are still breeding in the district where they were 
first discovered by the late Major Trevelyan. About seven 
pairs were nesting in the neighbourhood and two nests con
taining eight and five eggs respectively were personally 
examined by Mr. Rathborne in 1919. 

LITTLE AUK IN DERBYSHIRE IN MAY.—In Mr. N. H. 
FitzHerbert's Ornithological Record for Derbyshire, 1918, 
p. 177 (Journ. Derby. Arch. & Nat. Hist. Soc, 1919), is a note 
on the capture of a Little Auk (A lie alle) in full summer plumage 
in the village of Egginton near Derby, which was brought 
alive to the Rev. F. F. Key on May 24th, 1918. All previous 
records of this species in Derbyshire have been during the 
winter months, from November to February. 
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