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T H E BIRDS OF BAHDSEY ISLAND. 
BY 

N. F. TICEHURST, M.A., M.B.O.U., etc. 

(Continued from p. 106.) 
PART 4. 

THE REDSTART (Phcenicurus ph. phcenicurus). 
Once recorded from the light, several on September 4th/5th, 

1913. 
In September 1913 single birds were seen, mostly on the 

gorse-topped walls on the southern shoulder of the mountain, 
on the 3rd, 6th, 7th and 12th, and two on the 5th and 9th. 
Those on the 5th, 9th and 12th were new-comers. 

THE BRITISH REDBREAST (Erithacus rubecula melophilus). 
No spring records from the light. 
An autumn passage migrant in small numbers, between the 

end of August and the end of October. 
As a summer resident not always present, as it was not seen 

either by Mr. Aplin or by Mr. Coward. 
In June 1913 a single bird inhabited the garden of one of 

the farms and probably had a nest and young there, but so 
silent and skulking was it, that it eluded identification for 
ten days. 

In September 1913 none were seen until the 9th, when 
there were quite a few scattered about the island, even on the 
tidal rocks; nearly all these had disappeared by the 12th, and 
the one or two left stayed until they were joined by a good 
number on the night of the I5th/i6th, and these remained at 
any rate up to the 21st. 

THE BRITISH HEDGE-SPARROW (Prunella nodularis occi
dental's) . 

Unrecorded from the lighthouse. Certainly an occasional 
passage migrant in autumn. Summer resident. 

Recorded by Mr. Aplin as " pretty common in the lower 
parts, " and also by Mr. Coward. 

In 1913 it was quite common along the line of the farms 
and extending about half way up the side of the mountain, 
especially at the southern end, where cover is more abundant. 
Present also all over the cultivated area, but in scattered pairs 
only. Very bright, clean-looking birds, and the males singing 
all day; indeed, it may be regarded as the warbler of the island. 
Fledged young were out of the nest on June 12th, but with 
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down still present on their heads and being fed by their 
parents. 

Up to September ioth, allowing for the increase due to the 
young broods, the numbers on the island were the same as in 
June. 

On the n t h a very distinct increase was noticed, and there 
were quite a few in the potato fields, in the early morning, 
having evidently arrived during the night with Meadow-
Pipits, Linnets and Common Buntings. By the next day 
the numbers had again dropped to the normal, and no further 
fluctuation was noticed. 

THE WREN {Troglodytes t. troglodytes). 
A single record from the lighthouse, viz. : one bird on 

April 3oth/May ist, 1913. 
As a summer resident evidently very variable and not 

constant, as it was not seen by Mr. Aplin or by Mr. Coward, 
though the former expresses the opinion that it must have 
been there. 

In June 1913 it was fairly common and with much the 
same distribution as the Hedge-Sparrow, though not so 
numerous and not going higher up the hill than the enclosures. 
Verv few were found in the cultivated area at any distance 
from the farms themselves. 

In September the summer residents and their young were 
still present, and no fluctuation in numbers was noticed. 

THE SWALLOW (Hirundo r. rustica). 
One spring and one autumn record from the light, viz. : 

May 5th/6th, 1911, and September 25th/26th, 1913. Without 
doubt a regular double-passage migrant, but chiefly diurnal. 

As a summer resident recorded by Mr. Aplin as " a good 
many," and also by Mr. Coward, and as it was present also in 
June 1913 it probably breeds regularly. In the latter year 
the breeding population was about five or six pairs, and these 
were seen round the farm buildings where they nest, or hawking 
along the coast, particularly over the dry sandy shore of the 
west bay, which was evidently a favourite feeding ground. 
On June 15th, a blazing hot day, with a faint S.E. breeze, 
Swallows were passing south down both shores of the southern 
half of the island in ones, threes, and fives, about twenty in 
all being seen. They did not seem to be feeding, and were 
flying in a steady, purposeful way as though migrating. 

The local residents had apparently left the island before 
September 3rd, as on this day only a few birds were seen and 
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they were crossing the island in a southerly or south-easterly 
direction. On the 4th a party of six or eight crossed the 
southern end of the island in the early morning, coming from 
the south-west and leaving to the east-south-east. No 
Swallows were seen on the next two days, but on the 7th two 
were seen, which were flying along, what was afterwards found 
to be the usual route of this species, and which is the same as 
that used by the Meadow-Pipit {q.v.). From the movements 
of this species, those of the Swallow only differ in that the 
birds are more numerous ; and so when at its heaviest, as on 
September 19th, the passage develops into a regular stream, 
and the area of arrival seems to be a wider one, so that birds 
make the land all down the west coast and converge fanwise 
towards the southern shoulder of the mountain. Thus they 
arrive from the N.W. or W.N.W., those making the land at 
the northern end of the island cross the cultivation and 
follow round the curve of the western slope of the mountain; 
those landing farther south cross the cultivation in a more 
or less due easterly direction ; while those coming in towards 
the southern end, head more and more to the north of east, 
so that there is a regular concentration of the stream over 
the southern shoulder, over which they all leave the island 
on the aforementioned Pipit route. The passage takes place 
in the early morning, up to 9.30 or 10 a.m., and the birds 
as a rule travel in small parties, which, when the movement is 
at its maximum, blend into a continuous stream. 

On the 8th some twenty or five and twenty birds followed 
this route, on the 10th a dozen, on the n t h detached parties 
were passing up to 9 a.m. ; on the 12th the movement was 
resumed in greater numbers and lasted till 8.30 a.m. There 
were no movements on the 13th and 14th. Only a single 
bird passed, going south-west, on the 15th. On the 16th, 
when there was a large Pipit migration, not a single Swallow 
was seen. On the 17th about a dozen passed between 8.30 
and 9 a.m. A very few came in at the southern point of 
the island on the 18th between 9 and 10 a.m. and followed 
the Pipit route up the east coast. On the 19th birds were 
passing in a continuous stream, as already described, from 
early morning to n a.m. Those that arrived at the southern 
point, came in low over the waves from a point a little to the 
north of west, rose to cross the low promontory, and sinking 
again on the other side, swung at the same time to the north, 
so that they left on a course a few points to the north of east. 
Curiously enough, during the whole time of this big movement, 
the mainland towards which the birds were heading was 
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invisible owing to fog, and Pipits under similar circumstances 
appeared to fear the passage. 

No birds were seen on the 20th, but on the 21st the passage 
was resumed on a smaller scale and small parties were seen 
crossing the whole of the southern half of the cultivated area. 

THE HOUSE-MARTIN (Delichon u. urbica). 
Unrecorded at the lighthouse, but doubtless a regular 

double-passage migrant. 
Recorded by Mr. Aplin, " several seen, but not breeding." 

Not seen by Mr. Coward. 
On the afternoon of June 20th, 1913, two passed over the 

southern half of the cultivated area, flying low, towards the 
north, and one was hawking over the fields on the 21st. These 
were, no doubt, visitors from the mainland. 

In September 1913 no House-Martins were seen until the 
first large Swallow movement on the 12th, when a few were 
seen travelling with them. On the 13th a single bird was 
seen, beating up against a strong north-easterly wind, that 
it could hardly make any headway against. On the 18th a 
party of a dozen were flying round over the cultivation, 
feeding, but their arrival and departure were not witnessed. 
No others were seen. 

THE SAND-MARTIN (Riparia r. riparia). 
Not recorded from the lighthouse, but probably a regular 

double-passage migrant. 
A few were seen by Mr. Aplin, but none either by Mr. 

Coward or by myself, which is only to be expected. 
In September 1913 single birds were seen flying about the 

island on the 5th, 6th, 10th and 13th. The latter was flying 
round the farm in the evening in a tired and dazed manner. 
It had been a bitterly cold day, with a strong N.E. wind and 
rain. The bird evidently sought shelter for the night inside 
the old lime-kiln, for here it was found dead the next morning. 
On the 15th two were seen flying south past the west bay; 
while on the 19th a single bird (of course there may have been 
more) was accompanying the Swallows in their big movement. 

THE SWIFT [Apus a. apus). 
Not recorded from the light, but probably a regular double-

passage migrant. 
Not recorded by Mr. Aplin, but many were seen by Mr. 

Coward, though no nesting place was found. 
In June 1913 eight appeared on the evening of the 14th, 
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hawking about high over the fields. Two were about the 
same place on the next morning, a single bird on the afternoon 
of the 17th, and two more at sunset. On the 21st one or more 
were flying over the fields all day. I could find no evidence 
of nesting, and the birds were, perhaps, visitors from a colony 
on the mainland. 

In September only two were seen, and these were flying 
round over the fields on the 5th about 5 p.m. 

THE NIGHTJAR (Caprimulgus e. europceus). 
Twice recorded from the light, a few on June 2nd/3rd, 

1910, and a single bird on August 2C)th/3oth, 1913. 

THE WRYNECK (Jynx L torquilla). 
In September 1913 a Wryneck was taken at the lighthouse 

on the 5th/6th, and a second was seen on one of the turf 
walls in the cultivated area on the 6th, looking strangely 
out of place in such a locality, and a surprising enough record 
so far west. 

THE CUCKOO (Cuculus c. canorus). 
Three times recorded from the light, June 2nd/3rd, 1910, 

May 8th/9th and August 6th/7th, 1912. Probably a regular 
double-passage migrant. 

As a summer resident recorded by Mr. Aplin, " several," 
but not seen by Mr. Coward. In June 1913 one or a pair 
seen or heard almost daily from the 13th to the 22nd. On 
the 21st heard all day up to 9 p.m. On several occasions 
being chased by Meadow-Pipits, which would, no doubt, be 
the chief foster-parents. 

Not seen in early September 1913. 

THE PEREGRINE FALCON (Falco p. peregrinus). 
Mr. Aplin saw a male on both the days he was on the island, 

and concluded from its actions that it had a mate sitting. 
Seen also by Mr. Coward. In June 1913 a male flew past 
me at some distance, when I was on the north face on the 
14th and 19th, but I saw nothing of it on the other two days 
I was in that locality, nor did I see a female or find any evidence 
that they had nested on the island in that year. 

On the evening of September 19th a Peregrine was hawking 
over the southern part of the cultivation and stooped six or 
eight times within a hundred yards of me, on the last occasion 
rising with a bird, that looked, through the glasses, like a 
Meadow-Pipit in his claws. As he hovered, after rising. 
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for a second or two, he brought his feet and the prey forward, 
and bending his head down gave the latter a nip behind the 
head, which fell limply dead when he let go of it. He then 
flew off to the rocks at Pen Cristin. The whole action was 
clearly visible through the glasses. 

THE MERLIN {Falco columbarius tesalon). 
Not recorded either by Mr. Aplin or by Mr. Coward. On 

June 12th, 1913, a male flew past me high overhead, near 
the top of the north face. It was, no doubt, a visitor from the 
mainland (there was a brood of young in an old Crow's nest 
on the west side of Aberdaron Bay). 

One or more were seen almost daily in September, three 
being present on the 3rd. The abundant Meadow-Pipits 
and Linnets afforded them plenty of food. 

THE KESTREL {Falco t. tinnunculus). 
Apparently an occasional visitor only. Single birds were 

seen both by Mr. Aplin and Mr. Coward. On June 15th, 
1913, a single female was flying over the south-western slope 
of the mountain, and from time to time perching on the 
outcropping rocks. No evidence of nesting was obtained. 

In September one was seen daily from the 3rd to the 12th, 
and again on the 19th. 

THE COMMON HERON (Ardea cinerea). 

Not recorded in spring or summer. 
In September 1913 Herons were met with occasionally 

on the coastal rocks at low tide or on the reef oft the west 
bay. The largest number seen was five on the 5th. 

DUCKS. 

There are three records from the light of ducks (species 
undetermined) in good numbers, on November 13th'14th, 
1909, March I4th/i5th and October 2ist/22nd, 1912. On 
November 25th/26th, 1910, many Teal (Anas c, crecca) were 
at the lantern, and one was killed. The lightkeepers told 
us that they occasionally see a few ducks on the island in 
late autumn. 

(To be continued.) 
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