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SOME ORNITHOLOGICAL NOTES FROM SHETLAND. 
THE following facts about birds in Shetland may be of interest 
to readers of British Birds. 

The old gardener at Hayfield, Lerwick, states that Black
birds (Turdus m. merula) first nested in Shetland about 
1891 or 1892, and they have nested in this garden ever since. 
I believe they are fairly common in many parts of Shetland. 

A Song-Thrush (T. fihilomelus ? subsp.) nested in the 
garden of Dr. Munro at Kergord, Weisdale, this year (1919), 
and hatched out two young ones from the nest of five eggs. 
Dr. Munro says that a pair were seen last summer (1918) 
there but he does not think any young were hatched, though 
he was away at the time. As he is trying hard, and with 
some success, to raise trees in Shetland, perhaps this may 
have attracted them. 

In 1918, late in the season, I saw three young Gannets 
(Sula bassana) on the cliffs of Noss, and this year took 
particular notice to see if the birds had built again, as Gannets 
are not very common in Shetland, and I do not think they 
usually have built here. This year in the same spot there 
are five pairs nesting. 

On the Island of Mousa I found an Eider Duck {Somateria 
m. mollissima) on its nest, built on the top of a rough wall 
about five feet from the ground. These walls are very irregular 
and there was a large sharp stone between the two eggs in 
the nest. The bird had evidently tried to get the two eggs 
together and failed, as both eggs were much cracked. 

The Fulmar Petrels (Fulmarus g. glacialis) now appear 
to build on every cliff round the Shetlands, and so many nest 
here now that some are forced to build in places which can 
easily be reached by human hands. The Richardson's Skuas 
(Stercorarius parasiticus) are also very numerous and the 
Great Skuas (S. s. skua) are now quite common. These 
latter build to my certain knowledge on Hermaness, Nos«, 
Fetlar, Hascosay, and Foula. I believe they will be found 
at two or three other places also, but I have not had an 
opportunity of verifying this. 

An interesting incident was told me by the Rev. Millar, of 
Clousta, who saw a fierce fight going on over a rocky knoll 
between a pair of Merlins (Falco c. asalon) and seven Hooded 
Crows (Corvus c. comix). A day or two afterwards, he and I 
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climbed up this knoll and found a Merlin's nest with eggs, 
whilst in the vicinity we saw three Hooded Crows' nests all 
empty, and evidently the Merlins had driven them out and 
possibly destroyed their eggs. He tells me since that he has 
not seen the Crows in the vicinity again. 

The reports of the breeding of Red-necked Phalaropes 
{Phalaropus lohatus) and Red-throated Divers (Colymbus 
stellatus) in 1919 are very satisfactory. There appear to be 
Red-throated Divers on most of the lochs on the western side 
of Shetland, and many more than there were last year. 

C. GREATOREX. 

BIRDS FEEDING UPON WINGED ANTS. 
ONE hot day in August, 1919, swarms of winged ants appeared 
in my garden at Colchester, Essex, and it was very curious 
to see how the birds flocked to them from all directions. 
The ants climbed a small stake in a flower bed and made it a 
sort of jumping off place ; as they mounted into the air one 
by one they were seized upon and devoured. Swallows, 
House-Sparrows, Spotted Flycatchers, Greenfinches and others 
were all eager for what I suppose was to them a great treat, 
until one wondered how many, if any, of the ants would escape. 
The clever way in which the Sparrows imitated the Fly
catchers in catching the insects on the wing, a fact which I 
had noticed before, was especially interesting. The only 
exception was the Robin, a special pet, which after sampling 
a few ants and performing a kind of waltz round them decided 
that " the game was not worth the candle " and went off in 
disgust. LUCY JANE BAWTREE. 

NUMBER OF EGGS LAID BY MARSH-WARBLER. 
WITH reference to Mr. Thomas's note on this subject (antea, 
p. 137), my experience of the number of eggs laid by the 
Marsh-Warbler is that the usual clutch is four or five. I have 
examined a good many nests since 1911 and can vouch for the 
fact that not one of them had more than five eggs. My 
observations were confined to the county of Somerset. 

JOSEPH H. SYMES. 

PIED FLYCATCHERS ON MIGRATION IN LONDON. 
IT may be worth recording that on September 16th, 1919, 
in the grounds of theHurlingham Club, I heard the unmistak
able note of a Pied Flycatcher (Muscicapa h. hypoleuca), and 
just caught a glimpse of two of these birds chasing each 
other in the top branches of a poplar. J. K. STANFORD. 
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MIGRATION OF FIELDFARE FROM FINLAND TO 
SOUTH OF FRANCE. 

ON January 7th, 1914, a Fieldfare (Turdus pilaris) was shot 
west of Toulouse in the Department of Gers in south-west 
France, which bore upon its leg one of Professor Palmen's 
rings numbered 386. 

On making enquiries it was found that the bird was 
marked by J. Snellman, in the Parish of Jotnala on the Aland 
Islands, Finland, on June 4th, 1913, the distance between the 
two places being about 2,220 kilometres, and the time after 
marking just over seven months. The information of the 
recovery was sent by M. Gourdon Auguste, of Monguillem, 
Gers. H. W. ROBINSON. 

COMBAT BETWEEN HEDGE-SPARROW AND HOUSE-
SPARROW. 

DURING this summer a scene occurred which showed the 
comparative fighting capabilities of the House-Sparrow 
(Passer d. domesticus) and the Hedge-Sparrow (Prunella m. 
occidentalis). Two of the latter regularly bathe in a pan put 
in the garden for birds to drink from during hot weather, and 
one day when one approached the pan it was occupied by a 
House-Sparrow. A regular fight started, mostly in the pan 
or on the edge of it, lasting about two minutes, which ended 
in the defeat of the House-Sparrow, the Hedge-Sparrow's 
beak being, it would seem, better suited for aggressive peck
ing. Since then all House-Sparrows have, so far as I have 
seen, declined battle and retired on the approach of either 
Hedge-Sparrow. FREDERICK D. WELCH. 

LATE THIRD BROOD OF SWALLOWS. 
A PAIR of Swallows (Hirundo r. rustica) had a third brood in 
the same nest this year (1919) in one of my out-houses at 
Didsbury. I was away from home the week the young were 
hatched, but on October 6th they left the nest and to-day, 
October 15th, the five young and their parents were hawking 
in the rain and sleet. The cold was intense and the young 
eventually came into the house-porch for shelter, but on the 
weather clearing up they were soon out again. 

HERBERT MASSEY. 

NUMBERS IN SWALLOW BROODS IN 1919. 
HAVING published the percentage of broods of Swallows 
(Hirundo r. rustica) for several years in British Birds, I again 

M 
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have the pleasure of doing so for 1919, as found in north 
Lancashire and Westmorland. 

Although slightly better than that of 1918, the summer 
of 1919 was not a good one for Swallows like those of 1911, 
1915 and 1917, it was better than 1916 and 1910, and very 
much better than 1913. June showed 62 per cent, of full 
broods as compared with 60 per cent, in June 1918, 65-5 
per cent, for June 1917, and 68 per cent, for June 1915. 
During July they fell to 14-2 per cent, as compared with 
33 per cent, last year, and August showed an increase with 
2i"3 per cent, as compared with I3"5 for August last year. 
For the whole summer 38*9 per cent, showed full broods, as 
compared with 35-2 per cent, last year, 457 per cent, in 1917, 
28"6 per cent, in 1916, and 50 per cent, in 1915. 
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H. W. ROBINSON 

MEADOW-PIPITS FIERCELY ATTACKING CUCKOO. 
WITH reference to Mr. Norman Joy's note on this subject 
(antea, p. 138). perhaps a similar observation of my own would 
be of sufficient interest to record. 

For six months during 1913 I was on detachment duty in 
the Wicklow Mountains and had unusual opportunities for 
watching birds in those unfrequented spots, where the Snipe 
and Corncrake bred in scores and the Golden Eagle was 
occasionally seen. 

On May 23rd, 1913, I saw three Cuckoos flying together 
uttering the familar notes. One then parted company and 
was immediately mobbed by a host of small birds. This 
Cuckoo flew to the ground, and a Meadow-Pipit flew straight 
at it and viciously pecked it repeatedly as it did so, even 
catching hold of its feathers. Later the other two Cuckoos 
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passed again, and the third bird flew up from the ground and 
joined them and all three flew away southwards in extended 
order, the one being hotly pursued and still viciously mobbed 
by small birds, mostly Meadow-Pipits, all the time uttering 
its usual note. 

On another occasion I watched a fight between a Snipe and 
a Cuckoo over our camp at a great height. 

H. F. STONEHAM. 

ONE MEADOW-PIPIT FEEDING TWO YOUNG 
CUCKOOS. 

MR. T. A. COWARD'S note on p. 139 of a pair of Meadow-Pipits 
feeding two young Cuckoos, is somewhat similar to one which 
I.sent to Brit. Birds (Vol. I l l , p. 164) some years ago, except 
that in my experience there was only one Pipit which fed the 
two Cuckoos alternately. The district where I made this 
observation is the moors north of Scarborough. Meadow-
Pipits are very common on these moors, but the Cuckoo is 
not a specially common bird, and one would imagine that 
there are always enough Pipits' nests available to make it 
unlikely that two Cuckoos' eggs need be put into the same 
one. Would not any small bird which had reared one young 
Cuckoo be likely to feed another which chanced along and 
began crying for food, even though its own foster-child was 
already claiming much attention ? 

E. ARNOLD WALLIS. 

LITTLE OWL BREEDING IN SHROPSHIRE. 
As the increase and spreading of the Little Owl (Athene 
n. noctua) is a subject of some interest it may be worth while 
recording that Mr. T. H. Robins found it breeding for the 
first time in this district in 1919 in a hollow tree at the Croft, 
Morville, near Bridgnorth. Little Owls were seen there 
in 1918, having been reported in the neighbourhood in 1917. 
The young ones were only discovered to be Little Owls when 
able to fly. Mr. T. H. Robins then shot one (he had previously 
protected them, believing the nest to be that of a Tawny Owl), 
and sent the body to me. The bird was fully fledged but 
unmistakably only just out of the nest. 

I have heard of so many Little Owls being seen in the 
same locality that it is probable a second nest was somewhere 
in the vicinity but escaped detection. 

FRANCES PITT. 

[The Little Owl was first definitely recorded as breeding 
in Shropshire by Mr, Forrest, antea, p. 30, EDS.] 
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LITTLE OWL IN SOUTH DEVON. 
IT may be worthy of record that on September 19th, 1919, I 
saw a Little Owl (Athene n. noctua) in some stunted trees near 
my house at Branscombe, south Devon. A week later this or 
a similar bird could be seen all day in an orchard some half 
mile from the spot where it was first observed. It was very 
far from wild and there is no possible doubt as to the 
species. 

LEWIS R. W. LOYD. 

[A Little Owl was recorded in south Devon in November, 
1911 (Brit. Birds, V., p. 333), and it now breeds regularly in 
Somerset and Dorset.—ED.] 

GOSHAWK IN LINCOLNSHIRE. 
ON the afternoon of October 5th, 1919, which was a brilliant, 
cloudless day, I was sitting in my garden at Normanby, 
Lines., when suddenly a large number of Rooks, Jackdaws, 
and Starlings, which were feeding in the field adjoining the 
garden, came over with a rush and much drumming of wings, 
evidently greatly perturbed. I jumped up to see what was 
the cause, expecting a hawk. After a few seconds I saw a 
large hawk mixed up with the Rooks; a larger bird than 
the Rooks: he was round winged and heavy. I watched 
him go round the garden, some trees being between me and 
him, so that I could not get a clear view, although I had very 
strong suspicions as to what he was. However, in a few 
seconds he came back over me rising fast, and soared at 
about 100 feet over me, gradually getting higher and higher ; 
in about four minutes he was out of sight. I watched him 
all the time through my x8 prismatic monocle, which I 
always carry, and got a splendid view of him. He was without 
any doubt a Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis), almost certainly 
a male. He had no jesses on, and I should say he was a wild 
bird, from his flight and behaviour. As I have seen these 
birds wild on the Continent and kept them for hawking 
rabbits, I know the bird well, and am quite convinced of 
this bird being a Goshawk. He was too heavy and large to 
have been even a gigantic Sparrow-Hawk, the only other 
thing he could have been. 

The Rooks and Jackdaws followed him more or less and 
eventually were lost to sight up in the blue. It was astonish
ing how they rose to such a height in such a short time without 
anj? apparent effort. 

W. S. MEDLICOTT. 
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SPOONBILL IN HAMPSHIRE. 
THE Spoonbill {Platalea I. leucorodia) recorded on p. 85 as 
having been seen at Beaulieu since May 24th, 1919, was last 
observed on August 15th. I think there is no doubt that it 
went away about this time peacefully and did not come to 
any untimely end. 

THOMAS H. H. TROUBRIDGE. 

A WOOD-PIGEON'S RUSE. 
ON September 15th, 1919, I found the nest of a Wood-Pigeon 
(Columba p. palumbus) in a hawthorn in the garden at Bedale, 
Yorks. It was quite low down—only about ten feet above the 
ground—and contained its complement of eggs. Each time 
I have disturbed the bird it has fluttered down to the ground 
and then hopped along with flapping wings just like a winged 
Pigeon attempts to escape. It continues in this way until it is 
about a hundred yards from the nest when it flies close to the 
ground for another hundred or so before rising and settling in 
a tree. Naturally a bird with a broken wing would have had 
some difficulty in getting into a tree, but the Pigeon in question 
had apparently overlooked that detail. 

This is the only time I have ever seen or heard of a Wood-
Pigeon playing the " broken-wing " trick. I should be glad 
to know if any of your readers have seen it done. 

H. A. BOOTH. 

[We have once seen a Turtle-Dove behave in much the same 
way, but we know of no case recorded of a Wood-Pigeon 
doing so.—ED.] 

BAR-TAILED GODWITS IN SHROPSHIRE. 
ON September 18th, 1919, three Bar-tailed Godwits (Limosa I. 
lapponica) were killed at one shot out of a flock flying high 
over Black Hill, Clun, in south-west Shropshire. The species 
has been recorded several times in the county, but always 
single birds in winter. The present occurrence is remark
able, both for the date and for the birds being in a flock and 
apparently migrating. H. E. FORREST. 

BLACK-HEADED GULLS RETURNING TO THEIR 
PARENT GULLERY. 

IN my article on " The Result of Marking Black-headed Gulls " 
(Larus ridibundus) I mentioned three cases of birds being 
found dead in their parent gullery at Ravenglass, Cumberland, 
during the nesting season, two two years and one three years 
after being hatched there. (See Brit. Birds, Vol. VIII, p. 218.) 
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Since then (1915), six more have been picked up dead amongst 
the nests in the same parent colony as follows :— 

No. 
61009 
64160 
60683 
31101 
28911 
62044 

Found Dead. 
May 2,1916 
End of May, 1916 
May, 1917 
May, 1917 
May, 1917 
July 12,1918 

Period 
2 years, 
2 years, 
4 years 
6 years, 
4 years, 
5 years, 

since Ringing. 
11 months 
11 months 

11 months 
11 months 
1 month 

As all these nine birds were found dead actually in the colony 
where they were hatched, not only in the nesting season, but 
also during the laying part of it, with the exception of the last, 
they were all probably nesting in their parent gullery, and the 
last-mentioned had been dead quite a month when found. 

H. W. ROBINSON. 

ABNORMAL LATE HATCHING OF PARTRIDGES. 
IN Wigtownshire there were very large numbers of Partridges 
(Perdix p. perdix) not three weeks old on September 18th, 
1919. I knew of a nest of eleven hatching on August 19th, 
and near Dumfries, a nest hatched on September 1st. 

If there were only an isolated case, this might pass unnoticed, 
but as on each farm one finds coveys now (September 20th) 
only just able to fly, late hatching is certainly unusually 
prevalent this year and worthy of record. 

Partridges generally hatched rather late this year, the 
majority between June 12th and 20th, but granted that some 
pairs lost their nests from heavy rain on June 12th, why 
should there be so long an interval between the nests ? Is it 
a possible solution that pairs lost their brood and nested again ? 

These late coveys run from twelve to eight young. 
M. PORTAL. 
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