
MOTES 
LATE NESTING OF LINNETS IN SURREY. 

ON August 6th, 1916, I observed on Holmwood Common, 
Surrey, a pair of Linnets (Carduelis c. cannabina) carrying 
nesting material, which would appear to be a very late date 
for this species. H. H. FARWIG. 

[Late breeding seems to be not uncommon with this species. 
Mr. R. H. Read found two nests with eggs on August 2nd, 1897, 
in Cambridgeshire and two nests with eggs and one with young 
on August 1st, 1898, in the same district (Z00L, 1897, p. 430; 
1898, p. 415). A nest with young is reported from Kilnsea, 
Yorkshire, on September 1st, 1886 (Birds of Yorks., I., p. 186) 
and one with four eggs from Brighton on October 28th, 1887 
(Z00L, 1888, p. 105).—F.C.R.J.] 

CROSSBILL IN WESTMORLAND. 
THE Crossbill (Loxia c. curvirostm) is an irregular visitor to 
Westmorland, and though probably more often present than is 
supposed, there are only few definite records of its occurrence. 
Macpherson in his Fauna of Lakeland gives a few records for 
the county, and during the great irruption of 1909-10 two or 
three reports were published in British Birds (Vol. III., pp. 
227 and 333, and Vol. IV., p. 83). 

It may therefore be of interest to place on record that on 
October 29th, 1919, a specimen in perfect red plumage was 
picked up dead near Ambleside, and was brought to me in the 
flesh the same day. I have had more than one unconfirmed 
report of Crossbills having been seen during the last few 
months, and it is possible that this bird may have been in the 
neighbourhood for some time. A. ASTLEY. 

LARGE NUMBERS OF BRAMBLINGS IN 
WORCESTERSHIRE. 

IT would be of interest to know if this is going to be a " Bramb-
ling year " generally. Hereabouts (Bewdley) there are no 
large beech woods, only small and mixed plantations and 
isolated trees. I have never previously in my sixteen years* 
residence here known the Brambling (Fringitta montifringilla) 
otherwise than in small numbers mixed with other finches. 
This year it appears to be very general, and on November 7th 
in Cliff Wood, Upper Arley, which is a part of the WTyre Forest, 
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my son and I saw by far the largest concourse feeding on 
the fallen beech-mast that I have ever witnessed. It is very 
difficult to estimate numbers under certain conditions, but 
there was one flock of at least several thousand birds all 
feeding within quite a restricted area, not more than about 
twenty-five yards across, the other forest trees around seemed 
to be alive with this bird, and I do not think I should over
estimate their numbers if I concluded there were not less than 
five thousand in all. I did not detect any Chaffinches or other 
species of finch among them. J. STEELE ELLIOTT. 

GREY WAGTAILS BREEDING IN KENT AND SUSSEX. 
IT may be of interest to record that on May ioth, 1919, I 
discovered the nest of a Grey Wagtail (Motacilla c, cinerea) in a 
hole in a wall bordering a small stream in Kent; the eggs were, 
however, cold and the nest deserted. Also on June 22nd, 
1919, I found in Sussex another nest containing four young 
newly hatched ; the nest was placed among some thick ivy 
near the top of a wall and well concealed. I had found the 
birds breeding in both these localities in 1915 and 1917, 
and have every reason to believe that they do so regularly. 
Neither of these nests was in a locality that has previously 
been recorded. H. H. FARWIG. 

[For previous records for Kent vide A History of the Birds 
of Kent, pp. 93-94 and Brit. Birds, IV., p. 18, and for Sussex, 
Brit. Birds, VI., pp. 17, 101; VIII., p. 200.—EDS.] 

WILLOW-TIT IN ROSS-SHIRE. 
IN Part 4 of A Practical Handbook of British Birds it is 
stated that the British Willow-Titmouse {Varus a. klein-
schmidti) breeds in parts of the Spey valley, but is otherwise 
unknown in the north, except for a few isolated records 
elsewhere in the Moray area. It may be worth recording, 
therefore, that on June 24th, 1919, I saw in east Ross-shire 
a family of what I described in my note-book as Marsh-Tits, 
but which were no doubt Willow-Tits. J. RUDGE HARDING. 

WILLOW-TIT ON HIGH GROUND IN ABERDEEN
SHIRE. 

ON September 17th, 1919, when crossing the hills from Brae-
mar to Aviemore I was surprised to see a Willow-Titmouse 
(Parus atricapillus subsp. ?) just under 2,000 feet above sea 
level. No woods or trees of any kind were within sight, and a 
few hundred yards farther up the hill Ptarmigan are often seen. 
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The small Tit appeared quite happy, calling to himself and 
searching for food amongst the heather. Seemingly he must 
have been on migration. The spot was about four miles 
south of the boundary between Aberdeen and Inverness. 

In the valley of the Spey in Rothiemurchus forest the 
birds are fairly numerous. This would be about 12-15 miles 
to the north. SETON GORDON. 

SWALLOW RINGED IN YORKSHIRE FOUND IN 
SOUTH AFRICA. 

I HAVE received the following letter from the Bishop of 
Glasgow :— 

S I R , — I have just returned from South Africa. When in East 
Griqualand, staying with the Rev. M. Williamson of Ensikeni, 
Riverside Post, I was shown an aluminium ring tha t had been taken 
off a Swallow's leg. The bird was picked up about the 21st of February, 
1919, in Michael Gwensa's cattle kraal. The ring was marked 
" Witherby, High Holborn, London," and inside were the letters and 
figures *' JJVI.53." 

The Swallow was very thin and exhausted. The natives all thought 
i t boded ill-luck for Michael, and considered tha t it was a clear case 
of witchcraft for a bird to appear from nowhere with a ring round its 
leg and alight in someone's cattle kraal ! 

ARCHIBALD GLASGOW & GALLOWAY. 

This Swallow (Hirundo r. rustica) was ringed as a nestling 
by Mr. H. W. Robinson at Low Bentham, Yorkshire, on 
August ioth, 1918. I am sure that all the readers of British 
Birds will join me in thanking the Bishop of Glasgow for 
having transmitted this very interesting record. 

This is the fourth Swallow ringed in Great Britain which 
has been found in South Africa, the others being : Stafford
shire, adult, May 1911, Utrecht, Natal, December 1912 ; 
Ayrshire, nestling, July 1912, Orange Free State, March, 
1913 ; Lancashire, nestling, July 1915, Grahamstown, Cape 
Province, February 1916. It is remarkable that all four have 
been found on the eastern side of South Africa. 

H. F. WITHERBY. 

LITTLE OWL IN MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 
ON October 25th, 1919, a Little Owl {Athene n. noctua) was 
shot by a keeper at Llanllugan, near Newtown, Montgomery
shire. This is a first record for the county, and shows how the 
species is steadily extending its range north-west. 

H. E. FORREST. 

OSPREY IN YORKSHIRE. 
WHILE fishing for salmon on the Yorkshire Esk near Whitby, 
at the end of September, I saw an Osprey (Pandion h. 
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haliaetus). I was about fifteen yards from the bird on three 
different days, and the last time it had a trout of about half a 
pound in its claws and flew straight over my head, about ten 
yards up, not seeming to take much notice of me. 

M. A. HORSFALL. 

MIGRATION OF PINTAIL FROM DENMARK TO 
FINLAND. 

No less than four Pintail Ducks [Anas acuta) marked with 
Herr Chr. C. Mortensen's rings on the Island of Fano on the 
west coast of Denmark, have been recovered in Finland. The 
first was marked on September 21st, 1908, and shot in Finnish 
Lappland, near the hamlet of Kemijarvi, on August 4th, 1909, 
being accompanied by two half-fledged ones. The distance 
travelled was about 1,610 kilometres. The second was 
marked on October 1st, 1908, and was also shot in Finnish 
Lappland, in the village of Vuontisjarvi, in September 1912, 
having travelled about 1,640 kilometres. The third, an old 
drake, marked on October 19th, 1909, was shot on April 
24th, 1910, at Krykslatt, Pikkala, Kalfo, in south Finland, 
the distance travelled being about 1,060 kilometres. The 
fourth was marked at the end of September 1908, and was 
found dead in the lake of Nulusjarvi, parish of Muonio, in 
Finnish Lappland, in the last days of May 1914. The distance 
travelled was about 1,620 kilometres. H. W. ROBINSON. 

GREENSHANKS IN SURREY. 
ON August 30th, 1919, I observed at Hedgcourt Pond near 
East Grinstead, two Greenshanks (Tringa nebularia) which 
were in company with a single Redshank (T. totanus.) 

H. H. FARWIG. 

POMATORHINE SKUA IN MONMOUTHSHIRE. 
As the Pomatorhine Skua (Stercorarius pomarinus) is a scarce 
visitor to the west, it may be worth recording that one was 
shot on October 31st, 1919, near Pontypool, Monmouthshire. 
I saw it in the flesh and it was in a very emaciated condition. 

R. C. BANKS. 

SPOTTED CRAKE IN ROSS-SHIRE. 
ON June 24th, 1919, a Spotted Crake (Porzana porzana), 
which had been killed by striking a telegraph wire, was 
picked up close to his house by Mr. MacNicoll, who has a 
trout hatchery at Ardgay on the Ross-shire side of the Dornoch 
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Firth. I send you a wing to corroborate my identification 
of the bird. J. RUDGE HARDING. 

BLACK REDSTART IN SOMERSETSHIRE.-—Mr. L. Harrison 
Mathews informs us that at the end of January 1919 he had 
under observation for a week or more a Black Redstart 
(Phcenicurus 0. gibraltariensis) near Bristol. On February 
2nd the bird came to an untimely end, and proved to be an 
immature male. Although the species is an annual visitor 
to the south coast, there do not seem to be many records in 
the neighbourhood of the Bristol Channel. 

DISTRIBUTION AND FOOD OF LITTLE OWL.—Among a large 
number of letters to the Field on the subject of the Little 
Owl (Athene n. noctua), we may note that Mr. J. E. Knights 
states that one was taken and another seen a few miles west 
of the Tamar in Cornwall (November 1st, 1919, p. 603). Mr. 
L. R. W. Loyd, who reported a Little Owl from south Devon 
(antea, p. 164), writes us that it now appears that there was 
a pair in the neighbourhood. Mr. R. C. Banks writes that a 
pair attempted to nest in the summer of 1919 near Newport, 
Monmouthshire, in which county he had previously recorded 
the occurrence of the bird (Vol. XII., pp. 162 and 210). Readers 
are reminded that Mr. W. R. Lysaght recorded the breeding 
of this species " for four years past " in Monmouth {i.e., 
P- 237)-

Four correspondents to the Field state, that the bird is 
destructive to the young of game-birds, while others mention 
the following taken as food: field-mice, House-Sparrow, 
Blackbird, Song-Thrush, Starling, beetles, grasshoppers, 
crane-flies, earthworms and blind-worm. 

GREAT SNIPE IN CAITHNESS AND LANARKSHIRE.—Mr. H. 
Crum Ewing sent the Editor of the Field a Gallinago media 
which had been shot on September 12th, 1919, on the Rattar 
estate, Caithness (Field, September 27th, 1919, p. 442). Mr. 
J. Wormald reports the occurrence of a bird of the same 
species at Allershaw, Elvanfoot, Lanarkshire, on September 
10th. This bird was identified by Mr. Hugh Wormald (t.c, 
p. 490). Mr. T. R. Glyn also records an occurrence, but gives 
no details of the bird, near Barnard Castle, Durham, on July 
31st (i.e., p. 242), a very early date, and this reported occur
rence requires confirmation before it can be accepted. 

QUAIL IN CHESHIRE.—Mr. J. A. Dockray informs us that 
on September 24th, 1919, he shot a Quail (Coturnix c. cotumix) 
from a bevy of four (nine had been seen previously) at Heswall. 
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