
MOTES 
NOTES FROM CORNWALL. 

BRAMBLING (Fringilla montifringilla).—A single bird was 
seen with Chaffinches (F. c. ccehbs) at Gunwalloe in Mount's 
Bay on November 4th, 1919, possibly a rather early date for 
this district. 

BLACK REDSTART (Phcenicurus o. gibraltariensis).—-Three 
were seen near Fowey on October 22nd, 1919, single birds 
in different places in the same district on the 26th and 29th, 
and a male at Gnnwalloe on November 4th. 

GREENSHANK (Tringa nebularia).—One was in Mount's Bay 
at Penzance on November 9th, 1919. 

GREY PHALAROPE (Phalaropus fulicarius).—One which 
was swimming in the Fowey River near Golant on October 
31st, 1919, had still distinct traces of chestnut about the 
breast. 

BLACK-NECKED GREBE (Podiceps n. nigricollis).—Two in 
winter plumage were diving repeatedly just outside the 
harbour at Penzance on November n t h , 1919. 

A. W. BOYD. 

NOTES FROM LEICESTERSHIRE. 
SHORT-EARED OWL (Asio f.flammeus) does not seem to have 

been recorded often from Leicestershire, so I may note that 
a male was taken at Queeniborough on October 13th, 1919. 

HOBBY (Falco s. subbuteo),—A pair reared one young one 
which had left the nest by July 12th, 1919. They had used 
an old Sparrow-Hawk's nest in the fork of an oak. 

GREEN SANDPIPER {Tringa ochropus).—A female, moulting 
some of the primaries and wing-coverts, was obtained on 
July 14th, 1919, at Barkby Thorpe. 

BLACK TERN (Hydrochelidon n. nigra),—A party of nine 
visited some flooded ground near Queeniborough several 
times during the first two weeks of May 1919. One I obtained 
taken on the 9th or 10th proved to be a fine adult male. 

W. HUBERT BARROW. 

LATE NESTING OF LINNETS. 
WITH reference to Mr. H. H. Farwig's note (antea, p. 194) 
I found two nests of the Linnet (Carduelis c. cannabina) in 
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northern France during August 1918. On August 17th, one 
nest contained four slightly incubated eggs, and on August 
28th the other also contained four eggs, which were quite 
fresh. It appears possible that August records of this species 
are often third broods. STANLEY B. HODGSON. 

I HAVE found Linnets nesting during August almost every 
year on the Salisbury downs. This.year (1919) I found there 
a nest with three eggs on August 14th and the next day a nest 
with four eggs. A. STEVEN CORBET. 

RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER IN NORFOLK. 
ON October 8th, 1919, after a gale from E.N.E. the night 
before, a Red-breasted Flycatcher (Muscicapa p. parva) was 
shot on Cley beach and proved on examination to be a male 
in first winter plumage. This is, I believe, its first occurrence 
in Norfolk since 1908—in which year four were obtained— 
and, according to Mr. J. H. Gurney's notes, makes the four
teenth record for the county. Thirteen of these have occurred 
at Blakeney and Cley, ten in September and three (including 
the bird now recorded) in October, whilst one was obtained 
on December 10th, 1896, at Rollesby. B. B. RIVIERE. 

CONTINENTAL HEDGE-SPARROW IN NORFOLK. 
ON October 17th, 1919, at Blakeney Point, a big migration 
of the usual late-autumn immigrants (Lapwings, Starlings, 
Sky-Larks, etc.) took place from east to west along the coast
line, amongst them being a few Hedge-Sparrows. At the 
end of the morning there were several of these birds in the 
" bushes," and I shot two. One of these proved to be a 
typical example of the Continental form (Prunella modularis 
modidaris), the other being of the British race (P. m. 
•occidenlalis). 

I believe the Continental Hedge-Sparrow has only twice 
previously been identified in England, viz., at Spurn, Yorks., 
on September 7th, 1882, and October 9th, 1911, though it 
has been taken a good many times on migration in Scottish 
islands. B. B. RIVIERE. 

NUMBERS IN SWALLOW AND MARTIN BROODS 
IN 1919 IN WARWICKSHIRE. 

IN the course of my " ringing " expeditions in 1919 I ex
amined a good many nests of Swallows (Hirundo r. rustica) 
and House-Martins (Delichon u. urbica) in Warwickshire. 
On the whole the average of broods was very low, and plainly 
worse than last year. In all, I visited nearly a hundred 
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nests, and only found one Swallow's nest with five, broods of 
four were quite rare, three being the most common number. 

There was quite an alarming number of dead House-Martins, 
many of them fully fledged ; in faet, in one farm alone, 1 
found ten dead young, and in one nest captured a single young 
one, apparently in good health, on the top of four dead fully 
feathered birds. I am quite unable to explain this very 
prevalent mortality, unless it was caused by parasites, which, 
in this year, seemed to infest the House-Martin's nests even 
more freely than usual. H. J. VAUGHAN. 

LITTLE OWLS IN CORNWALL. 
A LITTLE OWL (Athene n. noctua) was caught in a rabbit 
trap on December 4th, 1919, in this parish, St. Keverne, 
near Helston. One was taken to Truro Museum in the last 
frost, caught in a rabbit trap in Veryan. These are the first 
instances I have heard of in this part of Cornwall, since Rodd 
recorded one in the Zoologist, July, 1870. P. D. WILLIAMS. 

[This is the most westerly record we know of. The Little 
Owls west of the Tamar, referred to on page 198 antea, being 
the first news of the bird having reached Cornwall. Mr. A. 
St. G. Sargeaunt writes to the Field (December 13th, 1919) 
from Padstow that two Little Owls were shot there towards 
the end of 1918 and that he has recently seen one and heard 
of two others in the same district.—EDS.] 

WHITE-TAILED EAGLES IN SOMERSET. 
AT the end of March, 1879, two White-tailed Eagles (Haliaetus 
albicilla) appeared in the deer park at Oare Manor, Exmoor. 
One was shot by Joe Kingdom, the keeper, after it had killed 
a Blackcock, and was set up at Barnstaple. It is now at 
Oare Manor in the possession of Sir E. Mountain and I had 
the pleasure recently of inspecting it and confirming the 
identification. 

On March 9th, 1919, an Eagle of some kind swooped down 
over the dwelling house on Steep Holm, in the Bristol Channel, 
five and a half miles off Weston-super-Mare, going in a north
easterly direction. Thomas Sleeman, who was repairing the 
roof at the time, said that the bird came quite close to him 
and two ladies also saw it, but were unfortunately unable to 
identify the species. STANLEY LEWIS. 

A WOOD-PIGEON'S RUSE. 
I WAS greatly interested in Mr. H. A. Booth's note about a 
nesting Wood-Pigeon's ruse (antea, p. 165). For on September 
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20th, 1919, I was very much puzzled by the conduct of a 
Wood-Pigeon {Columba p. palumbus) which I put off its nest in 
the centre of a tall belt of hazel bushes. The bird fluttered 
down to the ground, and then napped along very awkwardly 
among the stems of the bushes. On emerging into the open, 
it fluttered along very slowly just above the ground for a 
considerable distance. Thinking it was wounded I pursued 
it, but soon realized that it was really unharmed. I was 
entirely at a loss to explain its behaviour, and thought it 
must have been due to stiffness and to being hampered by 
the bushes. But now that I have read Mr. Booth's letter, 
I am convinced that it was trying to decoy me away from 
the nest in exactly the same way as a Partridge does. 

H. J. VAUGHAN. 

LITTLE STINT IN SURREY. 
ON July 22nd, 1919, I noticed a Little Stint (E. m. minuta) 
at Frensham Pond in the south-west of Surrey. I had the 
bird under frequent observation for about two hours. It 
returned repeatedly to a particular stretch of sandy shore 
close to the margin of the lake, and was by no means shy, 
allowing me on several occasions to approach to within seven 
or eight yards without taking alarm. The Stint was in the 
company of a Dunlin during the greater part of the time I 
had it in view, but once when the latter bird flew away to some 
distance on being disturbed, the Stint for a short time joined 
two Common Sandpipers, but very shortly returned to the 
Dunlin. HOWARD BENTHAM. 

SHELLED EGG IN PARTRIDGE OF THE YEAR. 
A FRIEND sent me from Long Melford, Suffolk, on November 
17th, 1919, the head and legs of a Partridge {Perdix p. perdix) 
which he had shot at Shumpling Hall on November 1st. 
When the bird was prepared for cooking it was found to 
contain a fully shelled egg, the broken pieces of which were 
also sent to me. 

The tarsi were yellowish-green and finely and closely 
scaled and the bill and head were not so heavy in development 
as in an old bird. My friend has had thirty years' experience 
of Partridge shooting and he considered the bird a young 
one, with which I agree as does Mr. R. C. Banks, to whom 
I showed the head and legs. This seems an extraordinary 
case of precociousness, and so far as I know, unprecedented 
in the case of the Partridge. ALLEN SILVER. 
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LARGE NUMBERS OF BRAMBLINGS IN WORCESTERSHIRE.— 
With reference to Mr. J. Steele Elliott's note on this subject 
(antea, p. 194), Mr. H. G. Alexander writes that Bramblings 
" have been abundant since the third week of October (the 
first was noted on the 5th) in the south Birmingham district 
(north Worcestershire.) " Mr. Thomas Smith writes that the 
birds are also abundant in the Trent valley, and adds: " Mr. 
Bruxner, of Rugeley, informs me that in his immediate 
neighbourhood there are many where previously he has never 
noticed them, and Mr. N. M. Brittain noted flocks of hundreds 
in the neighbourhood of Stone and Hilderstone about the end 
of October." Mr. Smith himself has not noticed more than 
usual in north Staffordshire. 

EARLY ARRIVAL OF REDWINGS AND FIELDFARES.—Mr. 
N. H. Foster states (Irish Nat., 1919, p. 107} that he saw six 
Redwings (Turdus musicus) on August 26th, 1919, at Hills
borough, co. Down. He also states that a flock of Fieldfares 
(T. pilaris) was reported in the Northern Whig at Dunadry, 
co. Antrim, about September 7th, and Mr Foster considers 
that the identification was correct as the call-notes of the 
birds were well described. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWITS IN CO. MAYO.—Miss M. Kirkwood 
reports (Irish Nat., 1919, p. 108) that she shot a couple of 
Limosa limosa earlv in September 1919, on the estuary of 
the Moy. 

THE BRITISH AND SCANDINAVIAN LESSER BLACK-BACKED 
GULLS.—Dr. Jonathan Dwight, in discussing (Auk, 1919, 
pp. 542-6) the nomenclature and differences of Lams fuscus 
fuscus and L. / . affinis, points out that in addition to the 
colour of the mantles there is an interesting difference in 
the wing-feathers of the two birds. In adults of L. f. fuscus 
three or four of the outer primaries are black, the fifth usually 
being the first to show a pattern, which is in the nature of a 
grey wedge, while in L. f. affinis the grey wedges begin on 
the first or second primaries and are more clearly defined. 
Dr. Dwight illustrates the difference by means of two black 
and white plates. 
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