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A Naturalist's Sketch Book. By ARCHIBALD THORBURN. (Longmans.) 

24 Plates in colour, 36 in collotype. £6 6s. net. 

T H I S book is an altogether delightful supplement to Mr. Thorburn's 
British Birds—a thickly crowded gallery of portraits. Here we have 
the pick of the artist 's sketch book finely reproduced. Some are finished 
drawings, others are mere sketches of characteristic poses, and so on, 
and often these are even more charming than the finished pictures. 
All the sketches have life, and although some are reminiscent of the 
" Zoo," most bring one back to the wild. We like the little graphic 
notes here and there showing detail of feathers, bills or feet, and although 
these do not compare with such things by Wolf, nevertheless Mr. 
Thorburn has the master's hand. We think Mr. Thorburn is perhaps 
happiest amongst the Grouse and Ducks, and we also particularly like 
some of the Mammals depicted in some of the plates a t the end of the 
volume. We feel sure tha t all those who are fortunate enough to 
become possessors of Mr. Thorburn's Sketch Book will spend many happy 
half hours with it. 

A Geographical Bibliography of British Ornithology from the earliest 
times to the end of 1918. By W. H. Mullens, H. Kirke Swann, 
and Rev. F . C. R. Jourdain. Par t I., 1919. (To be completed 
in six bi-monthly parts a t 6s. per part.) Witherby & Co. 

T H I S is the sequel to A Bibliography of British Ornithology from the 
earliest times to the end of 1912 by W, H. Mullens and H . Kirke Swann, 
which was published in 1916-17. We are glad to see that in the work 
now under review the services of the Rev. F , C. R. Jourdain have been 
co-opted, for we are certain tha t this triumvirate comprises the three 
greatest experts as regards the study of the bibliography concerning 
British birds. 

The book is not one to pick up for light reading but is purely a book 
of reference and as such may at once be described as invaluable. 
The object of the authors has been to collect, under counties, all the 
references to information concerning birds which have occurred in 
each particular county. These references are often to unexpected 
publications and to magazines, such as the Field, which have no 
indexes. The work is worthy of the highest praise : no public library 
should be without a copy and no student of the insular geographical 
distribution of British birds can afford to ignore it. 

All authors of county histories of birds will appreciate the amount 
of labour and erudite research which this book must have cost its 
compilers ; anyone who may contemplate writing the history of the 
birds of any particular locality will find in i t a guide to obscure references 
which he might, had it not been published, have overlooked. 

We have not as yet discovered any errors or omissions but we feel 
bound to refer to the arrangement of the book which we fear may make 
it difficult to consult. The alphabetical sequence of the counties 
continues throughout with no break and there is no key (which might 
well have been given in the head of every right-hand page) to the 
contents of each opening. This fault should be in part remedied by 
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eventually providing an index to the various counties but we should 
have welcomed breaks, to enable the addition of manuscript notes, 
even at the cost of more paper. And, a propos of paper, it is to be 
regretted that the book is printed on a paper of such an absorbent 
nature that we have found it, to our annoyance, impossible to write 
upon in ink : this fault is, of course, irremediable unless there is a 
second edition. From a literary and utilitarian point of view the 
book is more than welcome, for it will fill a long felt want in the libraries 
of all those who are serious students of British ornithology.—H.S.G. 

De Vogels van Nederland. Door Dr. E. D. VAN OORT ('S Gravenhage, 
Nijhoff). Parts III.-V. 21s. 6d. per part. 

W E have already described the plan of Dr. van Oort's fine work in 
our review of Parts I. and I I . (Vol. XI I . , p . 263). In parts III.-IV. the 
author issues a correction regarding the use of brackets round authors" 
names, the uniform use of the brackets being due to a printer's error. 
Of the typical Cormorant (Phalacrocorax c. carbo) Dr. van Oort has 
records of only two examples, but as this is the form which breeds in 
the British Islands it has probably visited Holland more often. The 
breeding form of Holland is identified by the author as Ph. c. sub-
cormoranus (cf. antea, Vol. X., p . 210). In the plate the birds are shown 
as nesting in trees. Then follow the " Herons, " of which Holland is 
fortunate enough to have as breeding species the Purple Heron, Night-
Heron, Little Bittern, Stork and Spoonbill, in addition to the Common 
Heron and the Bittern, the only two which breed in this country. Part 
V, contains the Geese. The plates, which form a great feature of this 
fine work, are particularly useful as showing in most cases young and 
winter plumages as well as the summer adult. 

Die Vogel der palaarktischen Fauna. Von Dr. E. HARTERT. Vol I I . 
Par t 3. London : Witherby & Co. 

W E learn that this invaluable work is now to continue, Part 4 of 
Volume I I . being in the press. The pity of it is, from our point of 
view, tha t the book is in the German language, but as it is by a very 
long way the most authoritative work on the Palaarctic avifauna, 
and is likely long to remain so, it cannot possibly be ignored by serious 
students of ornithology. Part 3, which is now before us, was published 
in Germany in October 1914 and contains the Eagles, Buzzards, 
Harriers, Goshawks, Sparrow-Hawks, Kites, Osprey and Vultures. 

A Handbook to the Vertebrate Fauna of North Wales. By H. E. FORREST. 
{Witherby & Co.) 6s. net. 

T H E visitor to North Wales, who would hesitate to burden himself 
with the bulky Vertebrate Fauna, can slip this handbook into his pocket 
or bag. It will tell him briefly what is known about distribution, 
bringing published information up to date. Twelve years ago the 
" Fauna " appeared, and since then a number of workers have visited 
and written about Wales, adding species and proving what was formerly 
theory. West coast migration must now be recognized as of greater 
importance than used to be admitted. Specially useful are the observa
tions of Dr. N. F. Ticehurst and Mr. J. K. Stanford a t Bardsey Island, 
proving that the Ortolan, Wryneck and other unexpected species use 
this western route. More frequent watching would modify and enlarge 
our ideas. Of the resident workers Mr. R. W. Jones, by a constant 
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watch on a restricted area, has perhaps added most to our knowledge ; 
the Black Redstart must rank as a bird of double passage and winter 
visitor ; the Yellow and Blue-headed Wagtails are regular as migrants 
in areas where the former, even, does not nes t ; and Mr. Forrest has 
admitted the error he made about the status of the White Wagtail 
on autumn passage. To have doubted this proved lack of personal 
knowledge of his area. The author, even now, does not realize the full 
value of Mr. Jones's observations : this is noticeable in his remarks 
about Richardson's Skua, a bird familiar to anyone who really knows 
the northern seas—Liverpool and Carnarvon Bays and the Anglesey 
coast;—it is often present in considerable numbers. The addition of the 
Great Skua, about the same time that it was recognized off the Cheshire 
shores is also interesting. Mr. H. G. Alexander's recognition of the 
Willow-Tit is a challenge to Welsh observers. Two other most import
an t additions are the Blue-winged Teal and Crane; neither of which 
showed signs of previous captivity. 

All the more interesting avian notes have appeared in British Birds 
or are extracted from published books ; there is but little original 
matter and in some cases this is rather trivial padding. The addition 
to the lists of mammals and reptiles are not upon firm foundation ; the 
bird section is the best. On the whole, however, Mr. Forrest has com
pressed into small compass a large amount of useful information, and 
every possessor of the " Fauna " will need this supplement.—T.A.C. 
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