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NOTES ON THE BIRDS OF GUERNSEY. 

As little seems to have been written on the bird life of the 
Channel Isles since the publication of Cecil Smith's Birds of 
Guernsey in 1879, the following notes made during a visit to 
Guernsey in April 1919 may be of interest. 

RAVEN (Corvus c. corax).—One seen at Fermain Bay on 
April 17th, and a pair between Point La Moye and Portelet 
Bay on April 22nd. Smith regards this species as an occasional 
straggler. 

ROOK (C. f, frugilegus).—Now fairly common resident, a 
large Rookery being established near St. Andrews. Apparently 
in Smith's time it had not gained a footing in the island. 

CHOUGH (Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax).—One seen on April 
22nd near Point La Moye. 

STARLING (Sturnus v. vulgaris).—Now fairly numerous, 
formerly only common in winter, few staying to breed. 

TREE-CREEPER (Certhia sp. ?).—One seen on April 26th. 
GREAT NORTHERN DIVER (Colymbus immer).—One. in Grand 

Havre on April 28th. 
BLACK-THROATED DIVER (C. arcticus).—A pair fishing off 

Martin's Point, Jerbourg, on April 15th, still in winter 
plumage. 

STOCK-DOVE (Columba cenas).—Smith doubts the occur
rence of this species, but I saw two pairs on April 22nd, one 
near Portelet Bay, and the other near Saints' Bay. As I was 
up above them I could see that they had entirely grey upper-
parts, thus dispelling the doubt as to their being Rock-Doves. 

R. H. BAILLIE. 

SPARROW-HAWK IN LONDON. 
IT may be of interest to record that my wife found a Sparrow-
Hawk (Accipiter n. nisus) sitting on the kerb in Baker Street, 
on November 29th, 1919. The bird was in a weak condition 
and had, I think, struck some obstacle, but it ate uncooked 
liver and drank water, fairly freely, as if it were hungry. I 
was hoping it would have lived, but it died during the night. 

H. B. TIDSWELL. 
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SHELD-DUCK RINGED IN HAMPSHIRE RECOVERED 
IN GERMANY. 

INCIDENTAL circumstances add to the interest of the following 
record of a Sheld-Duck (Tadorna tadorna), Case 906, ring 
" Aberdeen University 25886." This bird was marked as a 
duckling by Dr. Philip Gosse on July 16th, 1912, the locality 
being Blackwater, Beaulieu, Hampshire. On August 18th, 
1917, it was shot at Ost Eversand, at the mouth of the Weser, 
Germany. The information passed through several hands 
in the hope of finding an indirect means of communication, but 
it has in fact only recently reached me through Mr. Mortensen, 
the Danish bird-marker. This bird was one of a brood marked 
by Dr. Gosse and is the third member to be recorded. The 
other two recoveries have already been published {Scot. Nat., 
1915, p. 339), Case 447 having been reported from Saltash 
in February 1913, and Case 448 from Schleswig-Holstein in 
August 1913. A. LANDSBOROUGH THOMSON. 

AMERICAN WIGEON IN STIRLINGSHIRE. 
WHILE I was watching a flock of Wigeon on Bardowie Loch, 
on December 14th, 1919, I saw what was unmistakably an 
adult male American Wigeon (Anas americana). Later in 
the day Mr. J. Bartholomew and I saw it at closer range, when 
the dull white forehead and crown, the green patch extending 
behind the eye and the black spots on the other parts of the 
head showed clearly in comparison with the other male Wigeon 
amongst which it appeared to be quite happy. I think there 
is little doubt that this was a genuine wild bird, as it was 
quite as wary as the other Wigeon, of which there were about 
ninety. J. A. ANDERSON. 

PERIODS OF DIVES MADE BY LONG-TAILED 
DUCKS. 

THE following notes on the diving of the Long-tailed Duck 
(Clangula hyemalis) were made at Bamburgh, on the 
Northumberland coast. I saw nothing of these ducks during 
the severe weather of November 1919, but during December 
they were numerous just off-shore, especially on calm days 
(which are extremely rare) with a heavy swell on the rocks, 
for this probably stirs up their food. 

On one occasion, December 16th, I timed a drake during 
six dives, as follows: 37, 37, 37, 30, 37, 37 seconds. As 
will be seen, his periods of submersion were extremely regular. 
On December 18th I watched for some time a pair diving 
energetically. The drake kept under longer than the duck. 
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half a dozen of his dives being as follows : 37, 42, 36, 35, 33, 
32 seconds, and those of the duck, 33,37,35,33, 33,32 seconds. 
On emerging, the duck seemed to shoot up more buoyantly 
than the drake. In the afternoon I timed the drake for 
four dives, as follows : 42, 40, 42, 45 seconds. The periods 
during which the birds were above water between the dives 
I timed as follows : 10, 8, 6, 8, 7, 11 seconds. On December 
21st I timed a pair diving and emerging almost simultaneously, 
as follows: 34, 32, 37, 38, 40, 43, 36 seconds. Before the 
two longest of these dives, the birds swam for some time on 
the surface of the water. SETON GORDON. 

LONG-TAILED DUCKS INLAND IN CHESHIRE. 
ON December 7th, 1919, I saw two Long-tailed Ducks 
(Ckngula hyemails) on " Marston Hole," one of the salt 
subsidences at Northwich in mid-Cheshire. One, which I 
saw more clearly than the other, was evidently a mature 
female with head and neck very much whiter than those 
of the other bird ; the second, which was diving repeatedly 
under a bank, was of much more dusky plumage, and as it 
had a tail distinctly pointed and rather longer than that of 
the female, was presumably a young male. 

Mr. T. A. Coward, who saw the birds on December 10th 
had an excellent view of both, and is of the opinion that 
they were of the sexes suggested. 

The Long-tailed Duck is very rarely seen on inland Cheshire 
waters ; in fact, the only previous record of which I am aware 
was of one on Marbury Mere—a neighbouring piece of 
water (cf. T. A. Coward, British Birds, Vol. IV., p. 219). 

A. W. BOYD. 

RED-BREASTED MERGANSERS OFF ANGLESEY IN 
APRIL AND PUFFIN BREEDING ON SKERRIES. 
ON April 27th, 1913, I identified four male and five female 
Red-breasted Mergansers (Mergus senator) on the sea off 
Penrhos beach near Holyhead. 

With regard to the statement in the Fauna of North 
Wales (p. 403), that the Puffin (Fratercula a. grabce) does 
not now breed on the Skerries, it is worth recording that, 
on June 18th, 1911, my friend Mr. W. Glynne Edwards, of 
Holyhead, showed me two Puffin's eggs, which he had taken 
on the Skerries two days previously. 

Mr. H. E. Forrest informs me he overlooked the above 
notes when compiling his Handbook to the Fauna of North 
Wales. GEO. R. HUMPHREYS. 
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LITTLE AUK IN BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 
THE passing so far inland as the south-west corner of 
Buckinghamshire of a Little Auk (Alle atte) is a sufficiently 
uncommon occurrence to merit putting on record. On 
December 8th, 1919, when standing close to my house 
(Poynetts, Skirmett), a bird which at the moment I took for 
granted was merely a Starling, appeared from behind some 
trees, 150 yards or less away. My attention was, however, 
immediately caught by the totally different flight from that 
of a Starling (or I believe to any passerine bird), whose flight 
may be described as " nickering "—the wings only occasionally 
showing below the belly line, and then only slightly, whereas 
this bird flew with its wings " flapping " every stroke to 
their full extent far below the body; and it was distinctly 
larger than a Starling. A Little Auk being one of the last 
birds one would expect here, it was not until it came close 
and passed me at a distance of under thirty yards that I was 
certain of my identification, for although many years ago 
I became very familiar with the species in Spitsbergen (and 
have skins in the adjoining room), I do not recollect ever 
seeing one in this country, and certainly none in this county 
(Bucks.), in which the Rev. F. C. R. Jourdain tells me this is 
the seventh recorded example. 

As it passed, its underside momentarily caught the light 
(on a grey, dark day, at 3 p.m.), and showed white inclusive 
of the throat which is black in summer. It was flying very 
slightly (perhaps a point) N. of W., a course which would 
lead it ultimately, if its strength held out, to the mouth 
of the Severn, somewhere probably in the Chepstow 
direction. From the fact that Little Auks, when met with 
inland, are generally picked up by hand in a moribund 
condition, it seems as if they could not feed in fresh water, 
and I have no recollection of ever reading of any example 
seen swimming in a river or other sheet of fresh water, and 
should be interested to learn whether this is so. 

ALFRED HENEAGE COCKS, 

ADOPTING OF YOUNG BY CARRION-CROWS.—Mr. H. S. 
Gladstone records (Scot. Nat., 1919, p. 166) that his keepers 
shot no less than four adult Corvus c. corone within three days 
and a fifth a week afterwards at a nest containing two young. 

PIED FLYCATCHER AND GARDEN-WARBLER BREEDING IN 
ROSS-SHIRE.—Mr. D. J. Balfour Kirke records (Scot. Nat., 
1919, p. 194) that he watched a Pied Flycatcher (Muscicapa 
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h. hypoleuca) and found its nest in the parish of Contin, 
east Ross-shire in May 1919. The bird has not hitherto been 
found breeding north of Inverness-shire in Scotland. Mr. 
Kirke also makes the equally interesting announcement (loc. 
cit.) that he found the Garden-Warbler {Sylvia borin) nesting 
in the same parish in May 1919. He had seen the bird and 
heard it singing in the previous summer, but failed to find the 
nest. In 1919 the bird returned and Mr. Kirke found the nest 
on May 24th, while on the 29th it had four eggs. The Garden 
Warbler was not previously known to breed north of south 
Perthshire. 

GREAT GREY SHRIKE IN ESSEX.—Mr. William E. Glegg 
writes : " On December 25th, 1919, I identified a Great Grey 
Shrike (Lanius e. excubitor) in Epping Forest, Essex. The 
bird was boldly perched on the highest twig of a tree, and 
gave me plenty of time to get my binoculars on to it." On 
January n t h , 1920, Mr. Glegg saw probably the same bird 
at the same place. 

FULMAR PETREL BREEDING OFF NORTH UIST.—-Sir Arthur 
J. Campbell Orde records (Scot. Nat., 1919, p. 166) that 
Fulmarus g. glacialis, which has been extending its range 
so much of recent years, bred in 1919 on the Haskier Rocks, 
eight miles north-west of Griminish Point, N. Uist. This 
is a new locality. Four nests were found. 

COMMON REDSHANK BREEDING IN OUTER HEBRIDES.—In 
discussing the status of Tringa totanus in the Outer Hebrides, 
Mr. F. S. Beveridge states (Scot. Nat., 1919, p. 186): " From 
personal experience T. totamis is found, to be common and 
resident, though breeding in no great numbers." This applies 
especially to Benbecula, North and South Uist, and Mr. 
Beveridge thinks it may be scarcer in Lewis, Harris and 
Barra. 
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