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BREEDING OF THE KNOT IN GRINNELL LAND. 
COMMUNICATED BY 

COLONEL H. W. FEILDEN, C.B. 

THE death of Rear-Admiral Robert E, Peary, United States 
Navy, which took place at Washington, D.C., on the 19th 
February, 1920, removes from amongst us one of the greatest 
of the world's explorers. 

As every serious naturalist and ornithologist must be more 
or less of a geographer, we search the writings of the men 
who describe unknown or little known portions of the earth's 
surface for enlightenment in regard to its natural products. 

Peary was not a trained naturalist, but throughout his 
travels over the Arctic world we find the discoverer of the 
North Pole a careful and accurate observer of animate and 
inanimate life. It is truly commendable that a man occupied 
as Peary was in geographical discoveries of surpassing excel
lence should have found occasions to make ornithological 
observations and bring back notes and photographs of 
considerable interest. For this reason I think the readers 
of British Birds will value the notes made by the late Admiral 
Peary on the nesting of the Knot (Erolia canutus) in Grinnell 
Land and a reproduction of some of the beautiful photographs 
which he most kindly sent me some ten years ago. 

The nests and eggs of the Knot were obtained by Peary 
in the vicinity of Floeberg Beach where the " Nares " expedi
tion of 1875-76 wintered on the exposed coast of Grinnell 
Land north of the 82° N. lat., and where Peary, on the 
" Roosevelt," wintered in 1908 and 1909 at Cape Sheridan 
some three or four miles farther north, and which was the 
base for his ever-memorable adventure to the North Pole. 

The Knot is found sparingly as a breeding species on the 
shores of Grinnell Land, extending its range along the eighty-
third parallel, facing the Polar Ocean, to the extreme limit 
of that land. As it breeds on the islands to the north of 
Siberia, on the opposite side of the globe to Grinnell Land, 
we may infer that it is circumpolar in its most northern 
breeding distribution. The area in which Peary obtained 
the nest and eggs of the Knot is the same which we searched 
unsuccessfully for nests and eggs in 1876, though we obtained 
the young in down. 

Probably the reason why we failed in 1876 to obtain the 
eggs was due to our ignorance of the localities selected by 
the birds for nesting. We saw the birds circling over and 



KNOT ON NEST, CAPE SHERIDAN, GRINNEIX LAND. 

{Photographed by the late Rear-Admiral R. E. Peary.) 



BREEDING GROUND OF KNOT, CAPE SHERIDAN, MOUNT PULLEN IN DISTANCE. 

{Photographed by the late Rear-Admiral R. E. Peary.) 
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feeding around the small pools of water left by the melted 
snow, which here and there were surrounded by sparse 
tufts of vegetation, and we gave too much of our scanty 
time to the searching of the marshy spots. Peary's photo
graphs show that in Grinnell Land the Knot has its nests 
on the more elevated slopes and surfaces covered by frost-
riven rocks and shales. The finding of a Knot's nest in 

N E S T AND EGGS OF KNOT, CAPE SHERIDAN. 

(Photographed by the late Rear-Admiral R. E. Peary.) 

Grinnell Land is not an easy task, and it is highly commend
able that Peary on his return from the North Pole to Cape 
Sheridan, and in the midst of his engrossing and more 
important duties found occasions to take the unique photo
graphs here reproduced. 

The following letter from the great explorer explains 
how the photographs came into my keeping, and likewise 
the notes he made on each of them : 
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" Washington, D.C. 
May I I , 1911. 

" My dear Colonel Feilden, 
" Replying to your letter about the rinding of the 

" Knot's eggs, it gives me much pleasure to send you a 
" set of photographs of these finds. 

" These photographs I will ask you to accept with 
" my compliments, and with only one reservation, namely, 
" that they are for your personal information and 
" satisfaction, and that you do not permit them to be 
" used for publication until I have published an account 
" of the finds. 

" The first nest found on June 26th (1909, H.W.F.) 
" was located not far north of Mount Pullen, in the 
" stretch of marshy country crossed just before reaching 
" the mountain, over the route from Floberg Beach to 
" Cape Sheridan. 

" The second nest, found on the 27th of June, 
" was found in the first ravine, which cuts down to the 
" shore approximately parallel with the bed of the 
" Sheridan River, and west of it and the small ponds, 
" which lie near the shore, west of it. 

" From the photographs I am sure you will recognize 
" the localities without difficulty. 

" Later on, after I have catalogued and arranged 
" my numerous negatives of the various expeditions, 
" I want to send you some photographs of that northern 
" coast which, I am sure, will interest you. I am, 

" Very sincerely, 
PEARY." 

I trust that after a lapse of nine years from the date of this 
letter and the recent death of the distinguished writer, I 
may be relieved from the reservation contained therein. 
Anyhow, my object is to bring to the notice of readers of 
British Birds the debt we owe to the ornithological researches 
of the late Admiral Robert E. Peary. 


