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MIGRATION NOTES FROM BARDSEY ISLAND, 
OCTOBER 1919. 

BY T H E LATE 

F. W. HEADLEY, M.A., M.B.O.U. 

PREFATORY NOTE.—Mr. Headley visited Bardsey Island for 
the purpose of watching the autumn migration and of observ
ing the effect of the lighthouse light as an attraction to birds 
at night. He had already planned a voyage across the 
Southern Hemisphere to investigate the flight of the Albatross, 
and to observe birds in regions which he had never been able 
to reach owing to the ties of his scholastic duties. The trip to 
Bardsey was an interlude to fill up the time until a passage 
could be secured. When Mr. Headley left for Bardsey he 
was by no means well, and the cause of his illness had not 
then been accurately diagnosed. It was thought that a month 
on the island would do good, but unfortunately he was slowly 
getting worse instead of better, and on his return he had almost 
immediately to undergo a severe operation, from the effects 
of which he never recovered. 

Mr. Headley always kept a notebook going, a miscellaneous 
one, into which went notes on birds that he had seen on any 
special occasion. It was certain that a special set of notes 
would be kept for the Bardsey observations, though without 
any definite intention of publishing them. Mr. Charles 
Oldham suggested to me that these notes might contain 
important additions to our knowledge on the migration of 
birds across the island, and that an effort should be made 
to obtain them for examination. I wrote to Mr. Headley's 
'brother concerning the notebook, and he very kindly sent it 
and gave me permission to make the best use that I could of it. 

The notes on the birds had been entered at the end of an 
exercise book, originally devoted to lectures on Evolution. 
They were in his usual style, very difficult to decipher in 
places, and written down in no definite order at any odd 
moment during the day. Fortunately I was familiar with 
Mr. Headley's handwriting and his system of recording notes, 
so that with a little patience the difficult passages could be 
straightened out. After making a fair copy, I came to the 
conclusion that to follow his system of note-taking and his 
text, as closely as possible, was the best course for publication. 
This would give a mass of facts which anyone could make 
use of. So I have retained the diary form, and have simply 
rearranged the notes for each day in a more systematic 
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manner for easier reading. The whole of the notes are 
practically as Mr. Headley wrote them.. 

The following passages are from a letter written by Mr. 
Headley to me, and dated November 5th: 

" I have got back from Bardsey having seen much of 
interest. On dark nights fiery shapes circled round the light, 
and occasionally a little thud announced that some poor bird 
had smashed in its skull. The wings were clearly outlined 
and you could tell what make of bird it was. Big flights did 
not begin till October 18th. The small birds never flew at 
night, except the Larks ; most of the Larks flew by day, but 
a few by night, for an occasional one got killed. The great 
flocks of small birds continued from the 18th to the 22nd 
inclusive. I believe Blackbirds, Thrushes, etc., passed over 
all these nights, but were too high up to see. But when the 
night was dark a good many high-flyers got killed at the light. 

I wanted to ask you whether there was a spell of cold 
weather to the north and east from the 18th to the 25th, 
causing these birds to migrate. From the 28th to the 30th 
there was less migration and not many birds killed." 

The weather conditions for the periods mentioned were 
looked up in the Daily Weather Reports, and communicated 
to him. A few days previous to the dates mentioned cold 
weather had set in over Scotland, the north of England, and 
in north Wales. Snowstorms occurred over wide areas, and 
the mountains were covered.—EDWARD T. BROWNE. 

BARDSEY ISLAND. 

27th September.—Atmosphere very clear; Wicklow Moun
tains (about seventy-five miles off) visible. 

Birds seen : Blackbird, Stonechat, Robin, Great Tit, Wren, 
Grey Wagtail (two young ones), Meadow-Pipit, Rock-Pipit, 
Starling, Chough (two and young family), Jackdaw, Carrion-
Crow, Kestrel, Cormorant, Heron, Oystercatcher, Redshank, 
Curlew. 

28th September.—-Atmosphere clear ; Snowdon (about thirty-
seven miles off) visible. 

A Wheatear, a Swallow, and a Heron. 
29th September.—Wind S. Occasional showers. 

No migrants seen. 
30th September.—Wind S., not so strong as yesterday. 

Weather finer. 
A Stonechat, a Sky-Lark, a Carrion-Crow, three Lapwings 

and twelve young Turnstones. 
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ist October.—Wind S. 
Three Lapwings. 

2nd October.—Wind S. 
A few Pied or White Wagtails ; all that were examined 

were Pied Wagtails, two Swallows, and an Oystercatcher. 
3rd October.—Wagtails still here, one White Wagtail seen; 

two Wheatears, six Sky-Larks, and two or three Black-
backed Gulls. 

4th October.—Wind S. 
One Song-Thrush killed against the lantern. Wagtails have 

gone. Birds seen : About twenty Sky-Larks, a Linnet, a 
Wheatear, two Lapwings, and a Common Snipe. 
5th October.—Wind S., fresher. Weather cloudy. 

A Chiffchaff killed against the lantern. Lapwings heard at 
night and three seen going south. At 8 a.m. a migration of 
birds was in full swing. About 200 Starlings arrived. About 
a dozen Song-Thrushes and eight Blackbirds, a few Linnets, a 
Wagtail, a Common Snipe, a Common Wren in garden and 
a probable Willow-Wren on a tamarisk bush. At 10 a.m. 
some of the Thrushes and most of the Blackbirds gone. 
Later, all the migrants gone, only two or three Thrushes left. 
6th October.—Wind N.N.E. Fog threatening. 

A Dunlin killed against the lantern. Yesterday's migrants 
all gone, except one Song-Thrush. A Snow-Bunting seen 
at the northern end of the island ; many Meadow-Pipits flying 
over ; a few small flocks of Sky-Larks ; eight Swallows. 
7th October.—Wind E.S.E. 

After a dark cloudy night with fog threatening, only a few 
migrants have come. A Blackbird ; one or two Wagtails, a 
Sky-Lark; a Chiffchaff; three Turnstones ; five Carrion-
Crows together near the lighthouse. About 11 a.m. in the 
lighthouse garden, a Redstart, a Robin and a Wren (? a 
resident). Later, two Chaffinches, a Great Tit, about six 
Pied Wagtails, one Lapwing near lighthouse, and four more 
near the north end of the island. 

Found little heaps of shreds of oat grains disgorged by 
Gulls, and a great pellet of bones and feathers. 
8th October.—Wind N.E. Weather sunny. 

Birds seen : two or three Blackbirds and Chaffinches, a 
Stonechat near lighthouse, a Tree-Pipit, a Brambling, a few 
Sky-Larks and four Lapwings. 
9th October.—-Wind N., strong. Weather very bright and clear. 

One Swallow near lighthouse. 
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ioth October.—Wind N., moderate. Some black clouds 
passed over without rain. 

9 a.m. --Three Herons (very noisy) came from the south, they 
turned east, then north-west, and finally appeared to fly in a 
northerly direction towards the mainland. In the lighthouse 
garden, a Robin, a Wren, and a Chaffinch. 12 noon.—A few 
Sky-Larks, Linnets (?), and Pipits flying high ; some in a 
northerly direction as if going to the mainland, others in a 
southerly direction. Some Linnets are flying low and are 
very wild. Afternoon.—A dozen Pied Wagtails feeding ; six 
Turnstones. 

n t h October.—Rain in the night. Wind very light. Muggy 
and threatening to rain in the morning. At noon, 
wind N.W., slight breeze. Sunny. 

In the lighthouse garden, two Hedge-Sparrows and a 
Robin ; one Lesser Black-backed Gull clearly seen ; a few 
Pied Wragtails about; a Barnacle Goose was shot early in the 
morning by a farmer in the bay near the lighthouse. The 
bird was thin (after a long flight ?). No food in its crop. 
12th October.—Rain in the night. Wind W.N.W. Drizzling. 

A Blackbird killed against the lantern, it fell against the 
wind, so that the direction of the wind must have changed in 
the night. A few Starlings, Pipits and Linnets going over ; a 
Robin, two or three Wagtails; about thirty Oystercatchers 
near the northern end of the island; three Blackbirds in 
lighthouse garden. 
13th October.—Wind N.W. Rough night and morning. 

A Robin in lighthouse garden ; a very few Starlings, a 
Kestrel, a Gannet, a Heron, and a Lapwing. About thirty 
Turnstones. These great flyers do a very little flying, going 
straight to another quiet place when put up, and flying low. 
No excitement as with Redshanks. 

Black-headed Gulls in a little bay playing among the break
ing waves. They avoided the actual breaking wave by raising 
their wings and giving a stroke that lifted them almost out of 
the water. 
14th October.—Wind N.W., not so strong as yesterday. Fine. 

A Wren in lighthouse garden ; a Chaffinch ; a small flock 
of Linnets flying over ; a Kestrel, the rest seem to have gone 
for the want of birds; not many Starlings about; a few 
Turnstones. 
15th October.—Wind N.W., strong. 

A Dunlin killed at the lantern. At 11 a.m. three Lapwings 
and two or three young Turnstones. 
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16th October.—Wind N.N.W., strong. Squalls of rain. 
Barometer high and rising. 

Early, small flocks of Linnets in a wild undecided flight, 
N. to S., or S. to N. ; a few Wagtails, one or two Sky-Larks 
and a Chaffinch. At 3 p.m. three Lapwings. 
17th October.—Cloudy but calm. Skerries visible at noon. 

Six Mistle-Thrushes ; a Chaffinch in lighthouse garden ; 
small flocks of Linnets during morning and afternoon ; one 
or two Sky-Larks in the morning, but a fair number in the 
afternoon ; one Kestrel. 
18th October.—Wind S.S.W. Light breeze. Cloudy; 

warmish. 
7 a.m.—Many flocks of Linnets (six to a hundred in each, 

and probably a miscellaneous crowd), mostly flying south; 
one or two Wrens ; Wagtails; two or three Chaffinches; 
three Lapwings, perhaps the same birds as on 16th October. 
11 a.m. to 12 noon.—One or two Mistle-Thrushes ; Black
birds, probably migrant birds at the northern end of the 
island, though more near the lighthouse ; a Wheatear near 
lighthouse ; twelve Greenfinches; three or four Tree-
Sparrows ; a small flock of Chaffinches in mid-island ; a few 
Linnets ; probably an increase in Starlings ; a Kestrel; a 
Heron, making a long stay. 

19th October.—Wind S.S.W., strong. Warmish. 
A Sky-Lark killed against the lantern. 7 to 10 a.m.—Great 

flocks of small birds ; flocks of Linnets, and small flocks of 
Larks ; a flock of Rooks and Jackdaws flying to the southern 
end of the island and back again, and round ; small flocks 
of Chaffinches; a few Wagtails ; some Greenfinches; two 
Goldfinches near lighthouse, but many probably pass over ; 
considerable flocks of Starlings. 

Many of the flocks of small birds flew low, so that their 
plumage could be seen. Often on previous days many had 
flown high, so that twittering could be heard from high aloft, 
but it was difficult to see the birds. 

About 10 a.m. a flock of Chaffinches, mixed with a fair 
number of Bramblings and some Greenfinches feeding in mid-
island. A Wheatear seen towards evening. One Raven. 
Why no Blackbirds, Thrushes, etc. ? Have they passed over ? 

20th October.—Wind S.S.W., strong breeze. Weather dull, 
a low mist out at sea. 

A Sky-Lark killed against the lantern. A good many flocks 
of small birds flying low. Their plumage could not be made 
out, but Chaffinches and Linnets heard. Small flocks of 
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Starlings flying low. Some of the Starlings returned from the 
southern end of the island. Were they discouraged by the 
mist ? Large flocks of Rooks and Jackdaws flying wildly 
about. The caw of the Rook was not heard, but they were 
conspicuously larger. An islander up at daylight reported 
that thousands of small birds went over. Again no Black
birds or Thrushes, n a.m.—Flock of Chaffinches, some 
Greenfinches and a few Goldfinches. Some flocks of Rooks 
and Jackdaws resting on the island. Heard Rooks cawing. 
Grey Wagtail in fine plumage at the northern end of the 
island. 3 p.m.—A few Sky-Larks about. 

9.30 p.m.—About a dozen birds flying round and round the 
light. When they got in the long beam of light they shone 
out like birds of fire. Occasionally a thud told of a death. 
Some collided slanting-wise with the lantern and were not 
hurt. Some scrambled about the framework of the lantern. 
Most were of the Thrush and Starling build, but there were 
a few small birds. 

The lantern makes one complete revolution in 15 seconds. 
Five great arms of light are shot out, all from the same semi
circle. Both the dark semicircle and the arms revolve. 
21st October.—Wind S.S.W., light. WSather bright. 

Killed against the lighthouse lantern. (1) Fallen within 
the balcony : three Blackbirds, five Song-Thrushes, twelve 
Redwings, and eight Starlings. (2) Fallen in the lighthouse 
precinct (only one outside the wall): two Blackbirds, a Song-
Thrush, seven Redwings, a Starling, a Jack Snipe, and a 
Water-Rail. Most fell into the balcony owing to the lightness 
of the breeze. 

6 a.m.—No birds about, except a very few small birds. 
Twelve Sky-Larks in the largest flock. 

8 a.m.—A great movement of small birds and Starlings 
began, and going south. The Starlings fly very low, but the 
small birds, Chaffinches, Linnets, Sky-Larks, etc., fly rather 
higher; their plumage visible. A few Blackbirds, Song-
Thrushes, and one Redwing resting on the island ; a Linnet 
singing; two young Goldcrests in the lighthouse garden. 
Noon.—An immature Swallow, and a Goldcrest in fine 
plumage. 

Apparently the small birds (Chaffinches, Linnets, etc.), 
start at dawn or thereabouts. Why did they arrive later (at 
8 a.m.) to-day, than on the two previous days (at 7 a.m.) ? 
Some Sky-Larks migrate by night. The moon is now a sickle. 
[Full moon on 9th October, last quarter on 16th, new moon 
on 23rd.] When it was full some days ago, the islanders 
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said that there was no chance of birds. To-night it is bright 
starlight, no birds expected at the light. The lighthouse 
keeper (Mr. Sunnaway) says that migrants steer by the stars. 
They never come to the light if there is one star visible. 

22nd October.—Wind S.S.W., strong. Weather fine. 
Three Blackbirds, an abnormal Redwing with a grey back, 

and a Starling killed against the lantern. All blown a good 
way from the lighthouse precinct. Apparently it must have 
clouded over during a part of the night. 7 a.m.—Flocks of 
Starlings coming over, skimming the ground, perhaps on 
account of the strong wind. Soon come considerable flocks 
of small birds : Chaffinches, Greenfinches, Sky-Larks, etc. 
11 a.m.—A flock of Chaffinches and a good many Greenfinches 
feeding. The loud call-note often heard as the Chaffinches 
fly over. A few Chaffinches starting from the northern end 
of the island flying south; a Goldcrest in lighthouse 
garden ; a young Black Redstart by lighthouse yesterday 
and to-day, dusky all over, wing-patch hardly visible, red 
tail unmistakable; a Kestrel; two Lapwings (temporary 
residents). 

23rd October.—Wind S.S.W. Slightly foggy at night, stars 
shining through mist. Afternoon rain and mist. 

Two Blackbirds, three Song-Thrushes, fourteen Redwings, 
three Starlings and a Water-Rail killed against the lantern. 
Total killed, twenty-three. There were two or three winged 
Thrushes about which could not be caught. 

The lighthouse keeper says early in the morning it got 
darker, stars disappearing altogether. Hence the number of 
birds killed at the light. 

24th October.—Wind changed from S.S.W. to N.E. during the 
night. 

Two Blackbirds, six Redwings, four Water-Rails, two 
Snipe and a Coot killed against the lantern. The birds 
killed fell nearly all to the north of the light. Birds seen : 
Blackbird, Song-Thrushes, a Redwing, Chaffinches, a few 
Sky-Larks near lighthouse, Lapwing. 

25th October.—Wind N.E., not quite so strong. 
A Redwing and six Water-Rails killed against the lantern. 

Seen: two Mistle-Thrushes, three Fieldfares, a Siskin (five 
yards off, it soon flew wildly away in Linnet style), two 
Wagtails and two Kestrels. 

26th October.—Wind N.E., strong. Night too light for birds 
to be killed. Morning cloudy. 
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Birds near the lighthouse, two Starlings and a Redwing. 
7 a.m.—One or two Chaffinches, a few Starlings, and a 
Lapwing, n a.m.—A few small birds, mostly Chaffinches, 
apparently moving from the southern end northwards. 
27th October.—Wind N.E., gale. Night fairly bright. 

No birds killed. A few small birds and Starlings about. 
28th October.—Wind N.E. Occasional showers of rain. 

Bright intervals. 
Three Redwings killed against the lantern. A few Sky-Larks 

and Starlings about. One Pied Wagtail. 
29th October.—Wind N.E. or N.N.E., strong. Night was 

light, with one or more showers of rain. 
No birds seen, except one Sky-Lark and a few Starlings. 

Midday.-—about twenty Blackbirds in mid-island, a flock of 
Chaffinches (unmixed) and a Heron. 
30th October.—A few Turnstones seen on the east coast of 

the island as the boat rowed past. 
How very few species have suffered from the lighthouse-

only nine out of about fifty ! Fifty-eight species observed 
here and perhaps nine are non-migrants here. Wind does not 
seem to matter unless it is a gale. Small birds, Chaffinches, 
etc., most of them have flown by day and so escaped. The 
night-flyers have suffered only on dark nights, and then the 
numbers killed have been small compared with those that 
have probably passed over. 
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