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ON SOME R E S U L T S OF RINGING C E R T A I N 
SPECIES OE BIRDS. 

BY 

H. F. WITHE RBY. 

[Continued from p. 271.) 

W I L L O W - W A R B L E R (Phylloscopus t. trochilus). 
R I N G E D AS NESTLINGS. 

Recovered at home.-—One ringed in Yorkshire was caught 
in the following year near the same place sitting on a nest 
with six eggs, and thus afforded a very definite record of a 
bird breeding where it was hatched. Another, also ringed in 
Yorkshire, was reported from the same place the following 
summer. 

MISTLE-THRUSH (Turdus v. viscivorus). 
R I N G E D AS NESTLINGS. 

Recovered at home. —• Nestlings ringed in Hampshire, 
Worcestershire, Lancashire and Yorkshire have been reported 
a few months later in the same year at the same place, but not 
later than September 16th. One was found in June of the 
following summer. 

Recovered away.—One ringed in Sussex and another ringed 
in Dumfriesshire were found in the following December and 
November in Manche, Normandy, while another ringed in 
Dumfriesshire was reported from co. Tipperary in January 
two and a half years after ringing. 

REDBREAST (Erithacus r. melophilus). 
R I N G E D AS NESTLINGS. 

Recovered at home.—As many as twenty-eight nestlings 
ringed in many counties from Devonshire to Stirlingshire have 
been recovered in the same place : sixteen in the following 
October to February and one in January two and a half years 
afterwards, two in the following September, two in the 
following March and one in March nearly two years afterwards, 
while five have been found from April to August a year 
afterwards and one in June three years afterwards. 

Recovered away.—Only two Robins, whether ringed as 
nestlings or adults, were recovered away. These were both 
ringed as nestlings, one in Berkshire and one in Staffordshire, 
the former being reported from the Island of Voorne, Zuid 
Holland, in November two and a half years afterwards and 
the latter in Gers in the centre of south-west France in the 
October following its ringing. 
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RINGED AS ADULTS. 
Recovered at home.—All those ringed as adults and recovered 

were found at or near the place they were ringed. These birds 
were ringed in various counties from Kent to Stirlingshire. 
Twenty-nine ringed between October and February were 
recovered as follows : eighteen from October to February, 
three in March, two in April, one in May, one in June, two 
in July, one in August and one in September of the following 
year or the second year. Six ringed in March were recovered 
as follows : three between November and January, one in 
May and two in June of the same, following, or second year. 
Of ten others ringed between April and August three were 
recovered between May and August and seven between 
November and February. Four ringed in September were 
all recovered in winter. 

The above summaries relate to the recovery of as many as 
76 birds and the results are certainly remarkable in view of 
the fact that migration records show a well-marked southward 
movement of British Robins in autumn down both the west 
and east coasts. With the exception of the one found in Holland 
and the other in France, these ringed birds show no movement 
—they have been ringed in all months of the year and have 
been recovered in all months of the year and in some cases 
the same bird has been recovered several times, while many of 
them were ringed in northern counties, such as Stirlingshire, 
Ayrshire, Northumberland, Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, and 
Lancashire. Five of the records referring to those ringed as 
nestlings certainly point to breeding in the place where they 
were hatched. 

Dr. N. F. Ticehurst has suggested to me that this want 
of movement may be partly due to a large proportion of the 
Robins ringed being inhabitants of gardens where food is 
abundant and that an unduly high proportion of these 
individuals are in consequence sedentary. I regret that I have 
not sufficient evidence either to prove or disprove the correct
ness of this suggestion, and I should be very glad to have the 
opinion upon this point of those who have ringed Robins. 

HEDGE-SPARROW (Prunella m. occidentalis). 
Recovered at home.—Seven ringed as nestlings in south 

Scotland, England and Wales and twenty-three ringed as 
adults in various counties from Ross-shire to Kent, both in 
summer and winter, have all been recovered at the same 
place, some in the following winter or in the second winter 
and some in summer one year or two years afterwards. 

Recovered away.—None. 
Y 
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SWALLOW (Hirundo r, rustica). 
RINGED AS NESTLINGS. 

Recovered at home.—Twelve ringed in Yorkshire, Lancashire, 
Staffordshire, Warwickshire and Stirrey have been recovered 
at the same place in the summer of the following year and 
one ringed in Lancashire two years afterwards. One ringed 
near Lancaster on August ist was found at Windermere on 
September 4th in the same year. 

Recovered away.—One ringed in Hampshire was found in 
June of the following year in Middlesex, while another also 
ringed in Hampshire was recovered in the following May in 
Sussex, another ringed in Stirlingshire was reported in the 
following May from Yorkshire and another ringed in co. 
Kildare was found the following June in co. Armagh. One 
ringed in Lancashire was found as near the middle of- France 
as Indre et-Loire in September of the same year, while another 
ringed in Staffordshire was reported from the south-west of 
France (Charente-Inferieure) in the following October. One 
ringed in Staffordshire was reported found dead in Brittany 
in the following December, but how long the bird had been 
dead was uncertain. One ringed in Lancashire was found in 
Cape Province in February of the following year, another ringed 
in Ayrshire was reported from the Orange Free State in March 
of the following year, while another ringed in Yorkshire was 
recovered in East Griqualand in the following February. One 
ringed in Staffordshire was found dead after a snowstorm near 
Bilbao, north Spain, in March, nearly two years after ringing. 

RINGED AS ADULTS. 
Recovered at home.—Three ringed in Staffordshire and 

Lancashire have been recovered at. the same place in the 
following summer and two ringed in Dumfriesshire and 
Peeblesshire in summer two years afterwards. 

Recovered away.—One ringed in Staffordshire and recovered 
in Natal in December eighteen months afterwards is the 
only adult so far reported away from where it was ringed. 

MARTIN (Delickon u. urbica). 
RINGED AS NESTLINGS. 

Recovered at home.—Two ringed in Lancashire and 
Hampshire have been recovered in summer of the following 
year and another ringed in Lancashire and one in Dumfries
shire in summer two years afterwards. 

Recovered away.—One ringed in Lancashire was reported 
from Surrey in October of the same year and another ringed 
in Roxburghshire was found in Cher in the centre of France 
in October of the same year. 
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RINGED AS ADULTS. 
Recovered at home.—Two ringed in Hampshire have been 

recovered at the same place in the next summer and one 
ringed in Lancashire was found nesting at the same place 
three years afterwards. 

Recovered away.—None. 
SPARROW-HAWK (Accipiter n. nisus). 

RINGED AS NESTLINGS. 
Recovered at home.—Ten ringed in various counties were 

recovered at or near the same place in winter of the same 
year, in summer of the following year and in winter of the 
second year. Of four all of the same brood ringed in Worcester
shire two were found in May of the following summer and 
one of these was certainly nesting, two others of this brood 
were reported in the winter following ringing. 

Recovered away.—None. 
HERON (Ardea cinerea). 

RINGED AS NESTLINGS. 
Recovered at home.—One ringed in Northumberland was 

shot exactly five years later while breeding in the same 
heronry in which it was hatched. Another ringed in the 
same heronry was reported in the same place in the following 
November. 

Recovered away.—Thirteen ringed in Staffordshire have 
been reported in the same year in July from Northants., 
Yorks., Lines.; in September in Derbyshire; in November and 
in the following January in Cheshire ; in February in Lines, 
and Lanes. ; in May in Cheshire a year after ringing ; in 
December in Gloucestershire a year and a half after ringing ; 
in March in Radnorshire three years after ringing, early in the 
fourth year in Cheshire and in October in Cheshire five and a 
half years after ringing. These records show only more or less 
local movement. The recoveries in May and March may 
indicate breeding, but there is no certain evidence of this. 
Two others ringed in Sutherland were recovered in Inverness 
and Caithness in December of the same and following years. 

MALLARD (Anas p. platyrhyncha). 
RINGED AS NESTLINGS. 

Recovered at home.—Fifty -three ringed in Ross-shire, 
Perthshire, Dumfriesshire, north Lancashire and Norfolk 
were recovered in the same place mostly in the following 
August to January, but some in the second winter and two 
in the third winter. 

Recovered away.—One ringed in north Lanes, was shot 
in Norfolk in January two and a half years afterwards. 
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Another ringed in Essex was reported from Danzig (Prussia) 
in August of the following year. These are the only two 
ringed as nestlings which have been reported away, with the 
exception of one ringed in Norfolk and reported in August 
of the next year in Nord, France. This last, however, was 
one of a batch artificially reared from picked up eggs; 
twenty-six others of this lot were shot at home in the following 
and second winter, but have not been included in the above 
records. It is, however, curious that the proportions are 
exactly the same, viz, : in the wild birds, fifty-two at home, 
two away, and in the hand-reared birds, twenty-six at home 
and one away. 
RINGED AS ADULTS. 

Recovered at home.—Fifty-two : Wigtownshire (43), Stafford
shire (5} and Warwickshire (4) were recovered at home. Most 
of them were ringed in February, but some in other months 
between September and March. They were recovered 
between August and February and one in April, mostly a 
year or less afterwards, but a few in the second year and two 
in the third year. One ringed in June was found breeding 
in June of the next year and was reported again in the same 
place in the following October ; another ringed in June was 
shot in the following October. 

Recovered away.—Eight ringed in Wigtownshire were 
reported away as follows :—One ringed March from co. 
Antrim in the following January; five ringed on February 
28th, 1914, from Kasko (Finland) August 1914, Laen (Sweden) 
August 1914, Scania (Sweden) November 14th, 1914, Friesland 
(Holland) November 26th, 1914, and Lake Malaren (Sweden) 
October 1917; one ringed on February 28th, 1913, from 
Swedish Lapland in the following November and one ringed 
on February 27th, 1915, was reported from Armaal (Sweden) 
in August 1915. These birds were evidently immigrants to 
Wigtownshire, but it is noteworthy that those ringed in the 
same place on the same day were found in the following autumn 
in different parts, indicating that these were proceeding 
leisurely south-westwards. 

(To be continued.) 
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