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MARSH-WARBLER IN SUSSEX. 

ON June 14th, 1919, my wife and I heard and saw a Marsh-
Warbler (Acrocephalus palustris), in a garden at St. Leonards-
on-Sea. It was in full song, but in spite of careful search 
on the next and following days it was not to be found again. 

M. J. NICOLL. 

BLACKBIRD LAYING EIGHT EGGS. 
MR. TICEHURST'S note on a Blackbird laying seven eggs 
(antea, p. 274), induces me to record that on May n t h , 1915, 
I found a Blackbird's nest containing eight eggs. This 
nest was well concealed in a gorse thicket adjoining a little 
frequented path near the river Otter (Devon), and bore no 
signs of having been tampered with or disturbed in any 
way, and the eggs were all of very similar character. I 
much regret that I had no opportunity of visiting the nest 
again, so I am in ignorance of the fate of so large a clutch. 
Seebohm (Col. Figs, of the Eggs of British Birds) mentions 
that eight eggs have been occasionally found in one nest, 
but it is, I suppose, conceivable that such a large number 
might be the product of two hens, or else that some mischievous 
person had inserted a few eggs. In this case, however, I do 
not think the nest had been previously discovered and the 
eggs seemed to be the product of one hen. 

W. WALMESLEY WHITE. 

CURIOUS SITE FOR BLACKBIRD'S NEST. 
DURING the summer of 1917 a pair of Blackbirds (Tardus m. 
merula) nested in one of the nest-boxes of an unused pigeon-
house standing on the ground in the garden of Mr. C. Allchin, 
at Longfield, Kent. When seen by me the hen bird was 
sitting on what I was informed was a second brood in the 
same nest. It seemed quite tame, not moving when the 
lamp light was turned on it. FREDERICK D. WELCH. 

LITTLE OWL IN PEMBROKESHIRE AND 
FLINTSHIRE. 

ON March 12th, 1920, a Little Owl (Athene nodua) was 
caught in a rabbit-trap near Solva (on the sea coast four miles 
from St. Davids, Pembrokeshire). I have very carefully 
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compared it with the description given in Saunders's Manual 
of British Birds, and it answers correctly in every respect. 

HENRY W. EVANS. 
[This is so far as we know the first recorded occurrence 

of the Little Owl in Pembrokeshire. 
In the Field (February 14th, 1920, p. 231) a Little Owl 

is recorded by Mr. F. Mortimer as having been seen several 
times in January and February 1920 near Llanasa, Holywell, 
Flintshire, where it has not previously been recorded since 
the introduction.—EDS.] 

PERIODS OF DIVES MADE BY LONG-TAILED DUCKS. 
I HAVE read with much interest Mr. Gordon's note on the 
periods of dives made by the Long-tailed Duck (antea, p. 244). 
A female of the above species remained on Bardowie Loch 
the first week in November 1919. I timed this bird's dives 
fairly often during the period it was here and found that 
it usually remained under water about 65 seconds, but 
never less. The longest dive that I noted was 70 seconds. 
This bird rested for about a couple of minutes between each 
dive. The depth of water where the duck usually dived was 
about 35 feet. J. ALASTAIR ANDERSON. 

CAROLINA CRAKE OFF IRISH COAST. 
I RECENTLY received from Mr. Pashley, of Norfolk, a small 
Rail for identification. It was a Carolina Crake (Porzana 
Carolina), and Mr. Witherby, who has seen the bird, tells me 
it is in immature plumage. The sex was not ascertained. 
It was captured on board H.M.S. " Dragon " when about 
100 miles off the west coast of Ireland, and though not strictly 
a " British specimen," is of great interest as confirming 
previous records of the occurrence of this species. 

CLIFFORD D. BORRER. 

NORTHERN BULLFINCH IN SHETLAND.—Mr. J. S. Tulloch 
records (Scot. Nat., 1920, p. 28) the following occurrences 
of Pyrrhula p. pyrrhula at Lerwick in 1919: Oct. 15th, 
female ; Nov. 14th, male, 26th, two males ; Dec. 1st, male, 
3rd, male, and several on the Island of Whalsay after the 
middle of November. 

HAWFINCH BREEDING IN DUMFRIESSHIRE.—Mr. H. S. 
Gladstone states (Scot. Nat., 1919, p. 171) that he identified 
a young Coccothraustes c. coccothraustes just out of the nest 
near Dumfries on July 4th, 1919. The Hawfinch has very 
rarely been recorded as breeding in the county. 
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HAWFINCH IN DUMBARTONSHIRE.—A male Coccocikraustes 
c. coccothraustes was caught in a fruit-net at Caraiseskan on 
August 3rd, 1919. Mr. C. Kirk, who records this occurrence 
(Scot. Nat., 1919, p. 194), believes that the species has not 
hitherto been recorded for the Clyde area. 

PIED FLYCATCHER IN ABERDEENSHIRE.—Mr. A. Lands-
borough Thomson records (Scot. Nat., 1919, p. 195) that a 
male (Muscicapa h. hypoleuca) was obtained in the Newburgh 
district on May 8th, 1919. The bird has rarely been recorded 
in this part of Scotland. 

EARLY APPEARANCE OF CHIFFCHAFF IN ESSEX.—Mr. 
J. H. Owen informs us that Mr. M. E. Hughes-Hughes saw 
and heard a Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus collybita) on February 
19th, 1920, near Felsted, Essex. 

REED-WARBLER AND SEDGE-WARBLER IN SHETLAND.— 
Mr. J. S. Tulloch records (Scot. Nat., 1920, p. 28) that a 
Reed-Warbler (Acrocephalus scirpaceus) visited his garden 
at Lerwick on May 16th, 1919, and Mr. T. G. Kay states 
(loc. cit.) that one appeared in his garden also at Lerwick 
on May 26th. There are only five previous records of the 
occurrence of the Reed-Warbler in Scotland—all in the 
northern isles. Mr. Tulloch also records the presence of a 
Sedge-Warbler (Acrocephalus schcenobcenus) in his garden 
on the same day as the Reed-Warbler. This species has 
only once previously been recorded in Shetland, though it 
visits Fair Isle regularly in spring. 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER IN ARGYLLSHIRE.—Mr. C. 
Kirk records (Scot. Nat., 1919, p. 185) that a female Great 
Spotted Woodpecker (Dryobates major) was accidentally 
trapped on July 15th, 1919, at Minard (Loch Fyne). The 
keeper, McRae, stated that it may have nested, but he had 
not seen the bird before. It would be interesting to know if 
the bird is of the British form (D. m. anglicus). The Great 
Spotted Woodpecker was suspected to be nesting in the Loch 
Awe district in 1906 and 1907 (see Ann. Scot. Nat. Hist., 
1907, p. 182). 

WHOOPER IN INVERNESS-SHIRE IN JUNE.—In connection 
with Mr. Macdonald's note of having seen a Whooper in 
Ross-shire in June 1919 (antea, p. 141) it is interesting that 
Dr. W. Eagle Clarke saw two adults of this species on Loch 
Trieg, western Inverness-shire, in June and early July 1919. 
They were strong on the wing (Scot. Nat., 1919, p. 196). 

AMERICAN WIGEON IN FIFESHIRE.—It will be remembered 
that Mr. J. A. Anderson recorded seeing an adult male Anas 
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americana on Bardowie Loch, Stirlingshire, on December 14th, 
1919 (antea, p. 244), Miss L. J. Rintoul and Miss E. V. 
Baxter record (Scot. Nat., 1920, p. 13) that they clearly 
identified an adult male of this species amongst a flock of 
Wigeon, which they were able to approach closely, on 
November 24th, 1919, at the mouth, of the River Eden, 
Fifeshire. These authors remark that the occurrence of 
these two American Wigeon may have been due to the high 
north-westerly and westerly winds in the Atlantic earlier 
in November, but this does not seem to us a very satisfactory 
explanation in the case of a bird which is not only of strong 
flight but can also descend safely to the water. 
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