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MANX ORNITHOLOGICAL NOTES, 1918-19. 

BY 

P. G. RALFE. 

THE following notes are intended to continue the record 
for the Isle of Man from the article in British Birds, Vol. XI.,. 
pp. 277-279. 

I have yet so far failed to obtain any additional information 
of importance as to the summer residence of the small migrants 
in the Island. But I give some particulars, kindly supplied 
me by Mr. H. Laidlaw, of the Point of Ayre Light, as to the 
appearance of such species at our two northern lighthouses. 
Mr. Laidlaw, who previously had considerable experience 
of migration at the now famous station of Auskerry (Orkney), 
has been five years at Maughold Head and one at the Point 
of Ayre. Notes from our Manx lights have hitherto been 
rather scanty. The occurrences now given, though sometimes 
relating to species scarcely recorded as Manx, are quite 
what might be expected by comparison with those from the 
neighbouring coasts. A good deal of time spent on the 
extensive northern sands has not revealed much of interest. 
They do not appear to offer much attraction to migrant 
waders. 

WHINCHAT (Saxicola r. rubetra).—This species has repeatedly 
occurred a t the lights, and Mr. H. Laidlaw, who has met with i t 
both a t Maughold Head and the Point of Ayre, says tha t it is frequent 
both in spring and autumn. I t has very rarely been recorded else
where in the Island, but Mr. P . M. C. Kermode saw several in September 
1918 a t Ballayelse, in the southern highland 

REDSTART (Phosnicurus ph. phcenicurus).-—This species has a 
somewhat similar record in the Island, and Mr. Laidlaw has frequently 
seen it a t both the above-mentioned stations. 

BLACK REDSTART (Ph. 0. gibraltariensis).—Mr. Laidlaw has seen 
specimens a t both lights. 

LESSER WHITETHROAT (Sylvia c. curruca).-—The status of this 
species in the Island is very uncertain. Mr. Laidlaw met with it 
three times at the Point of Ayre light in 1919, once in May and twice 
in September. 

BLACKCAP (S. a. atricapilla).—Mr. Laidlaw, in May 1918, saw a 
male a t the Maughold Head light, the only one in his six years' Manx 
experience. Mr. James Bell, of Ramsey, has twice met with the 
Blackcap, once in a thicket a t Port Moar (close to Maughold light), 
where it was in full song, and once a t Rheaby, Glenrnay. The species 
has never before been recorded in the Island, but will certainly occur,, 
a t least as a migrant, from time to time. 
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GARDEN-WARBLER (S, borin).—Mr. Laidlaw met with this species 
once only, a t the Point of Ayre, in May 1919, But Mr. Bell, 
who some years ago was in constant touch with this station, had 
several specimens from the light, and even kept one alive for some 
time. This is a bird which has never been recorded as breeding in 
the Isle of Man, but being unlike the Blackcap, of inconspicuous 
•colouring, as well as of secretive habits, it may easily be overlooked. 

GRASSHOPPER-WARBLER (Locustetta n, nmvia).—Mr. Laidlaw has 
.seen this occasionally at Maughold Head. In the Isle of Man it was 
first reported from a light, bu t has since been found in a number of 
localities as a summer resident. 

YELLOW WAGTAIL (Motacilla f. tayi).—Mr. J. Bell has seen a 
party a t Lough Cramstal, and Mr. Laidlaw another a t the Point of 
Ayre. 

RAVEN (Corvus c. corax).—In 1918 there was a nest in an extra
ordinarily accessible and conspicuous situation, on the low cliffs of 
the east side of Langness, on the inward side of a somewhat outlying 
knoll, a few feet from the top and about 15 from the bottom. On 
19th March i t contained five eggs, which had disappeared by the 
25th. Ravens (often in pairs) haunt the low shores of the north 
almost daily both in summer and winter. 

SWIFT (Apus a. apus),—-In 1918 Swifts, after an absence of about 
fourteen years, settled again in small numbers in Castletown, where 
they had formerly been conspicuous as summer residents, and they 
reappeared in 191*9. The new Ramsey colony (1914) also still exists. 

NIGHTJAR (Caprimulgus c. europceus).—There can be no doubt 
that Nightjars breed on the wastes a t the Ayre, where they have 
been repeatedly observed in summer by Mr. J . Bell (also by myself). 
Mr. Laidlaw has observed them catching moths a t the Point of Ayre 
lantern. 

TURTLE-DOVE (Sireptopelia t. twtur).—About November 20th, 
1918, Mr. A. Cooil shot a Turtle-Dove among Wood-Pigeons in a field 
a t Knockrushen, near Castletown. The species is a rare straggler 
here. The date is very late, but can be paralleled in Ireland. 

QUAIL (Coturnix c- cotumix).—In June 1919 Mr. E. Kneale heard 
a Quail several times in the fields near the Lhen, Andreas. About 
the same time, as I am informed by Rev. Canon Leece, quite a number 
were settled in the parish of Rushen, a t the other end of the Island. 
Irregular visitant as it is, the Quail is well known, in the northern 
parishes a t least, as " Wet-my-lip." 

OYSTERCATCHER (Hcematopus o. ostralegus),—The Oystercatcher 
appears, like the Redshank, to be increasing in numbers and extending 
its range on our coast. Last season I found it breeding in one, perhaps 
two, new localities in the south of the Island, and I twice found nests 
with four eggs, which I had never before met with. 

SANDERLING (Crocethia alba).—On May 30th, 1919, Mr. J . A. Corteen 
found nine Sanderlings dead near " The Bungalow " under Snaefell, 
probably killed by striking the wires of the electric railway. The 
place is above 1,350 feet above sea-level and five miles from the coast. 
The specimen which I saw was in summer plumage. 

COMMON T E R N (Sterna hirundo).—-In 1919 Mr. C. H. Wells and 
1 again found this species breeding on the same ground as in 1917. 
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Clutches were not complete till mid-July, and usually consisted of 
three eggs, in marked distinction to those of the Arctic Tern, which, 
on this coast has much more frequently two. The nests were in much 
the same situation as those of the other species, possibly a little farther 
from the sea on an average, and nesting material seemed to be used 
somewhat more abundantly. 

LITTLE TERN (S. a. albifrons).—In 1919 the Little Tern seemed 
to have increased its numbers and extended its nesting ground. Like 
the last species it was laying very late, in mid-July. 

KITTIWAKE {Rissa t. tridactyla).—In 1919 another colony of 
Kittiwakes (the third for the Island) has been formed within about 
half a mile of that mentioned in British Birds, 1909, p . 218, and 
perhaps as an overflow from it. Some hundreds of pairs were settled 
here, in a picturesque situation over the mouth of a cave tenanted 
by Shags, and under the brow of a massive headland. 

HERRING-GULL (Larus a. argentatus).—In 1918 and 1919 orders 
permitting the taking of Gulls' eggs were again issued. I am informed 
by Mr. A. Harrison tha t Herring-Gulls now breed on Banks's Howe, 
close to the town of Douglas, and a considerable extension of their 
breeding-range has lately taken place on the Santon coast. 

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus marinus).—Referring to British 
Birds, 1914, p . 315, 1916, p . 292, the breeding of one pair of this 
fine species takes place regularly each year in one locality on the 
west coast. In 1919 the nest was on the same slope of rock as in 
1914. A gathering of Great Black-backs in surprising numbers still 
takes place each winter on the sands of Ramsey Bay under the town. 
During the present winter (1919-20) I have counted from 30 to 40 
mature birds in company with Herring-Gulls. 

BLACK-HEADED GULL (£,. ridibundus).—-On December 6th, 1919, 
Mr. A. Harrison saw a specimen in Douglas neighbourhood with the 
dark hood complete. Is this a late retention or an early assumption ? 

GREAT SKUA (Stercorarius s. skua).—On June 7th, 1919, Mr. H. 
Laidlaw saw one on the beach a t the Point of Ayre. 
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