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LONG-TAILED TITMOUSE BUILDING AT UNUSUAL 

HEIGHT. 
THERE must be few of the smaller birds that build at a more 
variable height than the Long-tailed Titmouse (M. caudatus 
roseus). Those nests at what may be called an ordinary 
height, say from four to ten feet from the ground are common 
enough, and heights up to twenty feet or so on the bough 
of an oak are fairly frequent in the Weald of Sussex and 
Kent, and probably elsewhere also. Elevations higher 
than this seem to have been seldom recorded, but this may 
to a considerable extent be due to the difficulty of finding 
them, especially when they are built in the tops of such trees 
as conifers. Had it not been that my brother watched the 
birds building, a nest whose height I measured on April 
2nd last in S.W. Kent would probably have passed unnoticed. 
It was situated in the tufted top of an otherwise branchless 
fir tree, fifty-seven feet from the ground. The Rev. F. C. R. 
Jourdain informs me that he has a note of one in a similar 
situation in Derbyshire in 1898, thirty feet from the ground ; 
Mr. C. B. Wharton rec /rded one (Z00L, 1882, p. 187) at fifty 
feet, in an oak ; while one mentioned in the Birds of Yorkshire 
(p. 107), as being inside an old Magpie's nest, was probably 
at a considerable elevation, though no figure is given. 

N. F. TICEHURST. 

EARLY ARRIVAL OF REDSTART IN NORTHUMBER
LAND. 

ON March 27th at 6 a.m. I heard the notes of a strange bird, 
and on looking out saw a cock Redstart (Ph. ph. fhcenicurus)". 
Later in the day I saw it again, searching for flies among the 
rocks at the foot of Bamburgh Castle, and was able to be quite 
certain of identification. It had no white on the wings, and 
its notes were undoubtedly those of a Common Redstart. 

AUDREY GORDON. 

INCREASE OF PREDACEOUS BIRDS. 
DURING the war, owing to the withdrawal of gamekeepers, 
there has been a considerable increase of what is called 
" vermin," in our neighbourhood (Burwash, Sussex). The 
woodlands of Dallington Forest, and many other extensive 
woods, coverts, and coppices in this part of the Weald, gave 
harbourage for the almost unrestricted increase of Jays, 
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Magpies, Sparrow-Hawks and Kestrels. Thirty years ago 
one could not take a walk across our fields in spring and 
summer without seeing Kestrels hovering over the meadows 
and grasslands. During the first ten or twelve years of 
this century the Kestrel became a rare bird, comparatively. 
In some of those years I did not see in the aggregate half 
a dozen distinct examples of the species. Magpies have 
increased enormously, from being somewhat rare they now 
abound. As an index to their numbers, I may mention that 
a neighbour, Mr. William de Winton, of Southover Hall, 
informed me that on one day of the past autumn over sixty 
were counted at one time on a field of new sown oats, not 
far from the Hall. Sparrow-Hawks have multiplied, and this 
increase has been accompanied by their greater boldness and 
rapacity. I take a neighbouring manor of about 1,000 acres 
in extent, with a fair stock of Partridges, as an example, 
and on which there is a reliable and efficient gamekeeper, 
who gives me the following details, which in several cases 
I have verified by handling the trapped birds. He tells me 
that in an experience of thirty years he does not remember 
that he ever had a dozen Partridges taken on the wing by 
Sparrow-Hawks prior to 1918. Last year (1919) he and his 
assistant found the bodies of at least twenty-five mature 
Partridges, besides Wood-Pigeons, which had been struck 
down and partially eaten by these birds. By setting traps 
round the partially-devoured prey, he secured over twenty 
Sparrow-Hawks, only two of which were males. So far this 
year (1920) he has found six Partridges killed and caught 
five female Sparrow-Hawks by trapping. My informant 
mentions that a few days ago, whilst taking his rounds, a 
Partridge pursued bjr a female Sparrow-Hawk flew into a 
hedge near by, and he just managed in time to put out the 
Hawk and save the life of the Partridge. Macgillivray 
(B.B., Vol. 3, p. 354) remarks, on the authority of Mr. Weir, 
as to the difficulty of decoying a Sparrow-Hawk into a trap. 
This does not seem to be the case in the Weald of Sussex 
at the present time. The gamekeeper who gives me his 
figures, suggests that the boldness of these birds is due to the 
decrease of Blackbirds and Thrushes, with other small birds, 
which took place in the fatal winter of 1916-17 and from which 
the countryside has not yet recovered; but I think it is more 
likely due to the increase of the Hawks and, consequently, 
the greater competition in procuring food. It will be of 
interest to observe in the future, whether the reduction in the 
number of Sparrow-Hawks, which would follow a resumption 
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of game-preserving, modifies or decreases their attacks on 
Partridges, and whether this enlargement of habit is. transient 
or becomes permanent. If the capture of such large birds 
as Partridges and Wood-Pigeons is a normal habit, and not 
one of development, it seems somewhat incongruous that the 
trivial name of Sparrow-Hawk should have been given to 
this species. H. W. FEILDEN, 

SOME BIRD NOTES FROM SOUTH UIST.—Mr. Donald 
Guthrie, who was keeper on South Uist from 1883 to 1905, 
summarizes his experiences of the local avifauna under the 
above heading in the Scottish Naturalist (1919, pp. 145-150, 
187-192; 1920, pp. 45-48). His observations are all interesting 
and some, from an historical point of view, important, but 
unfortunately lose in value from the almost total absence of 
accurate dates. Amongst others we would draw attention 
to the following :— 

CARRION CROW (Corvus c. corone),—Mr. Guthrie states he 
has once found a nest of this species in Barra Sound and once 
on South Uist hill. There is no previous record of breeding. 

HEN-HARRIER (Circus cyaneus).—The food of this species 
is said to consist chiefly of mice, rats, and voles, while some
times they kill young rabbits, stripping the skin neatly 
back from the snout towards the tail before eating them. 
Occasionally they kill Grouse, but very rarely. 

WHITE-TAILED EAGLE (Haliaetus albicilla).—The author 
speaks of this bird as now very rare and soon to become 
extinct, and recalls the fact that John Lamont, who was 
keeper in 'South Uist for fifty years, told him that when he 
first knew the island they nested there freely. 

SPARROW-HAWK (Accipiter n. nisus).—Once seen. There 
is only one previous record from the Outer Hebrides, Barra, 
November 8th, 1.913. 

BEAN-GOOSE (Anser f. fabalis).—Mr. Guthrie states that 
he has shot one or two, but the absence of dates makes it 
doubtful whether this is a fresh record or not. The only 
known record for the O. Hebrides is from S. Uist, March 1903. 

SHELD-DUCK (Tadorna iadorna).—An interesting' habit 
in connection with feeding is described. It was first observed 
in some young birds reared in captivity, though afterwards 
also seen in full-grown ones. When hungry these young 
ones used to come to the doorstep and begin to " mark time " 
with their feet, and it is suggested that this performance 
constitutes their method of squeezing worms to the surface 
of the ooze on the shore. 
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PINTAIL (Anas acuta).—A few pairs nest and both the 
male and female attend the brood. 

WATER-RAIL (Rallus a. aquaticus).—The finding of the 
nest of this species on more than one occasion is mentioned. 
There do not appear to be any previous records of its breeding 
in the O. Hebrides. 

CRESTED TIT REPORTED BREEDING IN SOUTH-WEST INVER
NESS-SHIRE.— Mr. M. Matheson states [Field, March 6th, 
1920) that Parus cristatus scoticus is resident in the old fir-
and pine-woods of both Achnagarry and Glengarry, and 
that he has found one or two nests yearly in Glengarry 
for the last thirty years. If no mistake has been made, 
this is a very interesting observation, and it is curious that 
the presence of the bird in this district has hitherto been 
unknown to Scottish ornithologists, or, at all events, un
recorded. The range of the Scottish Crested Tit, for a long 
time considered to be confined to the Spey Valley, was 
recorded a few years ago as extending to east Ross-shire (see 
Brit. Birds, Vols. IX., p. 182 and XII., p. 165), and now a 
long way to the south-west by Loch Arkaig. 

GREAT GREY SHRIKES IN ESSEX AND SURREY.—Mr. P. D. 
Hayward informs us that a Great Grey Shrike (Lanius e. 
excubitor). was seen by Mr. W. E. Glegg in Epping Forest on 
December 25th, 1919, and January n t h , 1920, and by him
self on March 20th and April 2nd and 14th. On each occasion 
the bird, presumably the same individual, was seen in the 
same locality. Another is recorded (Field, April 17th, 1920) 
as having been seen on Ham Common on April 5th. 

RED-BACKED SHRIKE IN EAST ROSS-SHIRE.—Miss Annie 
C. Jackson records an immature Lanius c. collurio obtained 
near Portmahomack on September 4th, 1919 (Scot. Nat., 
1920, p. 54). It appears to constitute the first authentic 
record of the species from the Moray area. 

LITTLE OWLS IN YORKSHIRE.—We hear very little of Little 
Owls in Yorkshire, though it has penetrated into the southern 
half of that county, but as the species does not range far north 
on the continent it is not likely to spread quickly or far to the 
north in Great Britain. It is interesting to note, therefore, 
that Mr. W. Rowan records (Nat., 1920, p. 134) that he heard 
one on March 10th, 1918, near Skipton in the West Riding, 
and Mr. E. W. Wade records another (t.c, p. 140) taken in a 
rabbit trap on the Warter Estate in the Wold district on 
January 29th, 1920. Mr. Wade remarks that a pair was shot 
at Leconfield in the Wold in October 1911 
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WHOOPERS IN SCOTLAND IN SUMMER.—In connection 
with Dr. W. Eagle Clarke's note on this subject referred to 
in Vol. XIII. (p. 299), Mr. George Beveridge writes (Scot. Nat., 
1920, p. 54) that he saw a single Whooper (Cygnus cygnus) on 
May 24th, two on August 24th, 1918, and a pair on May 1st 
1919, in North Uist, adding that he has also seen examples 
in Benbecula in summer and has been told " on good 
authority " that some remain all the year round on Loch 
Bee in South Uist. 

REPORTED NESTING OF THE WHOOPER IN PERTHSHIRE.— 
The occurrences of the Whooper in summer in Ross-shire, 
western Inverness-shire, and the Outer Hebrides referred to 
above, lend a certain amount of support to the report by 
Mr. E. H. Place (Field, April 17th, 1920) of the nesting of a 
pair of these birds " on a hill loch in West Perthshire " in May 
1919. The nest was placed on a small island surrounded 
by shallow water, covering deep, soft, peaty mud, and 
consisted of a large heap of moss, with a fairly deep cup at 
the top lined with feathers. The reporter did not see the 
eggs, but states that he has been informed since that four 
were laid and safely hatched, also that the birds had nested 
in the same place in 1918. A photograph of the birds and 
site is reproduced, but is on too small a scale and too indistinct 
to be of much value, but the erect carriage of the neck that 
is referred to by the recorder as characteristic of the species 
as opposed to the Mute Swan (C. olor) is just visible in one 
of the birds. This is the only indication given in the account 
of the correct identification of the species; there are 
many more details, therefore, that it would be desirable to 
possess before accepting it as a definite record of the 
breeding of the Whooper in Britain. It is to be hoped that 
some of our Scottish co-workers may yet be able to fill up 
the gaps. 

VELVET SCOTER IN CO. GALWAY.—Mr. W. Ruttledge states 
(Irish Nat., XXIX., p. 26) that a Velvet Scoter (Oidemia 
f. fusca) was seen by Mr. J. Glanville off Mutton Island, 
on August 2nd, 1919. It is a rare visitor to Ireland and 
particularly to the west coast. 

SPOTTED REDSHANK IN EAST RENFREWSHIRE.—Mr. John 
Robertson states (Scot. Nat., 1920, p. 48) that he saw a single 
Tringa erythropus at Balgray Reservoir on September 6th 
and 7th, 1919, and remarks that this is the sixth autumn 
in which the species has occurred there. 
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