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The Buzzard at Home. By Arthur Brook. " British Birds " 

Photographic Series. Demy 8vo, pp. 15 and 12 
photographic plates. Witherby & Co. 3s. 6d. 

THE present little volume forms a worthy continuation of 
the series, and the pictures are in the first rank of bird photo
graphs, without taking into consideration the difficulties and 
dangers of obtaining them. Unlike many of the smaller birds 
opportunities of making an exposure on such a bird as the 
Buzzard are comparatively few, even when all the initial 
difficulties have been overcome, and when one thinks of all 
the innumerable " things " that can happen, any one of 
which may completely spoil any given exposure, Mr. Brook 
must be congratulated on the general level of excellence of 
his pictures and (shall we add ?) his luck ! For the pictures 
were procured in the course of five days of 8 to 9 hours each 
in a hide by the Buzzard's nest, and the visits of the parents 
to the nest average out by his narrative at only 7 per diem. 

When found on June 5th, 1919, the nest contained two 
young about a week old. A hide was prepared on that day, 
and the first working visit was made two days later. The 
subsequent ones were on the 10th and 18th, and July 5th and 
10th, on which last date the remaining young one (for one 
had previously fallen out of the nest and been killed) left the 
nest. Thus the fledging-period would appear to have been 
about 42 days. During the first two days the male did all 
the hunting, bringing the food to the hen at her perch about 
100 yards from the nest and she alone carried it to the nest, 
for even at that early age the young appear to have actually 
fed themselves. During the later visits both birds seem 
to have hunted and brought food to the nest in about equal 
proportions. The nest was daily redecorated with twigs 
of mountain ash or tufts of grass, and this seems to be the 
work of the female alone. The food supplied consisted 
chiefly of moles and frogs, but mice, shrews, a young rat, 
a Jackdaw and young Wild Ducks were also brought; in 
the latter case a brood must have been found and systemati
cally worked, for the two birds together brought five of them 
in the course of an hour ! In spite of this, however, it is 
gratifying to note that Mr. Brook has no hesitation in placing 
the balance from the economic standpoint on the credit 
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side of the Buzzard. Another interesting fact that the 
author brings out is a cannibalistic tendency amongst young 
Buzzards in years when food is scarce, and he even states 
that he has succeeded in photographing the dreadful operation 
while in progress. 

It is very gratifying also to note that there has been a 
marked increase of Buzzards in central Wales during the 
last three or four years, a result described, probably quite 
accurately, as one of the bye-products of the war. N.F.T. 

A Naturalist's Calendar, kept by Sir William Jardine, Bart., 
LL.D., F.R.S., F.R.S.E., etc., at Jardine Hall, Dum
friesshire, from ist January to 31st Mav, 1829. Edited 
by Hugh S. Gladstone, M.A., F.Z.S., F.R.S.E. Trans. 
Dumfriesshire & Galloway Nat. Hist. & Antiquarian 
Soc. 21st February, 1919. 

ORNITHOLOGY is indebted to Mr. Gladstone for publishing 
this interesting fragment from the pen of one of our greatest 
old-time naturalists. The original was lent to him by the 
late Dr. Harvie-Brown some years ago and presumably 
now forms part of the latter's bequest to the Royal Scottish 
Museum. Sir William was a man of twenty-nine when he 
wrote his " Callendar," which may well have represented an 
attempt to follow in the steps of Gilbert White, and it is to 
be regretted that the effort did not survive a longer period 
than five months. The diary is arranged in columns contain
ing daily details of the weather, height of barometer and 
morning and evening temperatures, with such observations 
on the birds and the appearances of le'aves and flowers as 
he made from day to day. The bird observations, being for 
so short a period, naturally do not include much of import
ance, but a remarkable feature, that Mr. Gladstone points 
out, is the paucity of observations and the number of species 
of the Sylviidce, clearly indicating in his opinion that these 
summer visitors have greatly increased in Dumfriesshire in 
the last ninety years. Another fact that is brought out 
clearly in the observations is the apparently very short time 
taken by the Black-headed Gull (L. ridibundus) in acquiring 
its brown hood. Copious notes of explanation, many of local 
historical interest, by the Editor, add to the value of the 
reproduction N.F.T. 
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