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REVIEW. 
The Birds of the British Isles and their Eggs, By T. A. Coward, F.Z.S., 

etc. First Series, pp. 376. 242 col. illustrations and 65 photo
graphs. 6 | X 4 j in. Warne. 1919. 1 2 s . 6 d . n e t . 

O N E is often asked to recommend a book on British birds suitable for 
beginners, which while simply written, shall not be unscientific, and 
containing a recognizable coloured figure of every bird likely to be met 
with in the British Isles, at a reasonable price. No serious a t tempt has 
been made hitherto t o meet this demand. The great works of Gould, 
Dresser and Lilford were issued a t prices which were and are still pro
hibitive, a t any rate for beginners, and none of the smaller handbooks 
contained really good coloured plates. The late Rev. C. A. John's 
British Birds in their Haunts and Hudson's British Birds contained 
excellent little black and white figures of most of our birds, but 
the letterpress of both is now somewhat out of date, and the larger 
works edited by A. G. Butler and F . B. Kirkman appealed to a different 
class of readers. The book now before us comprises the whole of the 
Passeres and other orders up t o and including the Pelecaniformes, so 
tha t another similar volume should complete the work. 

The first glance shows tha t the coloured plates are a strong feature 
of t he book. They are three-colour reproductions on a much reduced 
scale of those which have been long admired in Lilford's Coloured 
Figures. They naturally lose somewhat in reproduction; a certain dull
ness is inevitable, and the reduction is in some cases disproportionate. 
For example, Thorburn's figure of Tengmalm's Owl appears as a full 
page plate, while all the other Owls are reduced to half page size. I t 
would have been better to have chosen one of the largest species for 
the full page plate, and to have given Tengmalm's Owl on a smaller 
scale. Of the photographic illustrations we cannot speak so highly, 
and we think several of them unworthy to appear in a work of this 
kind. The figures of eggs are reproduced from Hewitson's well-
known work and are less successful than those of the birds, some being 
quite unrecognizable. Few oologists would be able to assign names 
t o the figures of the eggs of Crested and Bearded Tit (pi. 58)' or the 
Grasshopper-Warbler (pi. 65), Wood-Lark and Cirl Bunting (pi. 41), 
while the eggs of t he Wheatear and Dipper are represented as similar 
in colouring (pi. 84). Apparently the names of Hobby and Kestrel 
have been transposed on pi. 158, while the " Turle " (pi. 34} represents 
a bird unknown to us, unless the name is a misprint for Twite. 

The nomenclature follows the B.O.U. list of 1912, but Mr. Coward is 
evidently in touch with current l i terature and includes several brief 
references to species added since tha t date. The articles on birds are 
workmanlike, and show a sound knowledge of our British birds. Foreign 
visitors are wisely treated briefly, and little space is devoted to descrip
tions of plumage and practically none to geographical distribution. 
The Brit ish s ta tus is also given in a condensed form, and the bulk of 
each notice consists of notes on t he habits and life-history as observed 
in this country. Being for the most part based on personal observation, 
imperfections naturally crop up here and there, and they must be taken 
as representing the experience of one who has spent a lifetime in the 
study of birds in t h e field rather t h a n the sum of our present knowledge 
of each species. The statement t h a t the Cormorant lays three or four 
eggs late in April or May does not alter the fact tha t clutches of five 
are not uncommon and t h a t sixes have occurred. The present writer 
is not responsible for t he s ta tement tha t in the field the Nutcracker 
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" is not unlike a Rook with a long bill " ; while the shape is corvine, 
the colouring is quite distinctive, and the white tail margin catches the 
eye at once. We should hesitate to describe the Snowy Owl as " di
morphic " because some specimens are white, while others are strongly 
barred with brown. Harriers are, as Mr. Coward rightly says, variable 
birds, but in some cases the head of the male certainly does look white, 
as the bird sails by. 

In discussing the claim of the Belted Kingfisher to a place on the 
British List, Mr. Coward seems to th ink tha t the evidence afforded by 
two occurrences in Ireland was deemed insufficient and for this 
reason the bird was not given a place. It was in reality because 
i t was known tha t both supposed occurrences were due t o fraud. 

These, however, are comparatively trifling matters ; the fact remains 
that here for the first time we have a series of small, but on the whole 
excellent, coloured figures of practically all the birds on the British 
List (with the exception of a few of the rarest stragglers) by Keulemans 
and Thorburn, together with passable figures of typical eggs, in com
bination with practical and sound letterpress by a field worker, in a 
compact form and issued a t a reasonable price; and we shall look 
forward with interest to the completion of the work. 

F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 
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