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ON CERTAIN OTHER SPECIES OF BIRDS AND 
T H E I R FORMER STATUS IN KENT. 

BY 

N. F. TICEHURST, M.A., F.R.C.S. 

IN continuation of my recent article on certain species of birds 
and their former status in Kent (antea, pp. 34-37), as revealed 
by the vermin entries in the Churchwarden's Accounts of 
Tenterden (1626-7 to 1711-12), it may not be without interest 
to analyse the entries of the remaining nine that appear 
therein, though it is clear that nothing very novel is to be 
gleaned from them. Still, they do give a picture of the abun
dance of certain species in the seventeenth century and show 
what results were obtained by our ancestors by trapping' 
round their homesteads in the then vast woodlands of the 
Weald. 

HEN-HARRIER {Circus cyaneus). 
The only conclusion that can be drawn from the few entries 

relating to this species is that it was not numerous at that time 
in the Weald, and that, at any rate for the most part, those 
that were trapped were mere casual visitors, and doubtless 
met their fate while ravaging our ancestors' poultry-yards. 
We have no evidence that the Hen-Harrier ever bred in the 
Weald of Kent, though it did elsewhere in the county, nor does-
it appear very probable that at that time there were any 
suitable areas within its borders. It might be suggested, as-
in the case of the Kite, Buzzard, and Raven, that four out of 
the eight entries of this species, consisting as they do of lots of 
three or four, may represent young birds taken from the nest, 
but in the only one of them in which the date of payment 
can be approximately determined, it is too early in the year 
for this to have been so. The reward paid was, except in two 
instances, twopence a head. 

The entries are :—• 
1679-80. 

To Matthew Pelham for 2 Ringtaile heads . . . . 0 0 2 
1680-81. 

To Tho. Curteis for 1 Ringtaile . . . . . . 0 0 2 
1681-2 (under date May 4th to 21st). 

To Peter East for 4 Ringtailes . . . . . . o o S 
(Under date May 24th to June 3rd.) 

To Tho. Curteis for 4 Jayes, 8 Crowes and 1 Ringtaile 0 0 8 
(Under date March 27th.) 

To Tho. Curteis for 2 Ringtayles . . . . . . 0 0 4 
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1687-8. 
To John Harman for 3 Ringtayles . , . . , , 0 0 7 

1688-9. 
To Tho. Barner 4 Ringtayles . . . . . . . . 0 8 
To Tho. Barner 3 Ringtayles . . . , . . . . 0 6 

SPARROW-HAWK {Actipiter nisus).* 
Compared with the numerous entries of Kites and Buzzards, 

those of the Sparrow-Hawk are singularly few, as they occur in 
two years' accounts only and include seven heads in all. This 
is possibly accounted for by there being no game-keeping 
in the modern sense of the word in those days, and by the 
fact that efforts were concentrated on the preservation of 
poultry to which the larger Hawks and the Crows were far 
more dangerous. In two other subsequent years' accounts 
" Hawks," unspecified, to the number of eleven were paid for. 
These may or may not have been of this species, though it 
may be pointed out that they were only paid for at half the 
rate for Sparrow-Hawks, which always fetched twopence a 
head. 

Examples of the entries are :— 
1682-3. 

To Peter East for one Sparrowhawke and one Bulfinch 0 0 3 
1683-4. 

To Edward Curteis for 1 Jayes head, 1 Bulfmchs head 
and a Sparrhawkes head . . , . . . .. 0 0 4 
To Anthony Knowlden for 13 Bulfinchs heads & 1 
Sparrhawkes head . . . . . . . . . . 0 1 3 

1688-g. 
To Tho. Hut ton 10 Hawkes, 3 Ravens, 25 Crowes & 
Magpyes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 7J 

CARRION-CROW (Corvus corone). 
ROOK (C. fmgilegus). 

JACKDAW {Colaus monedula). 
MAGPIE (Pica pica). 

It is necessary to consider these four species together, not 
only because they so frequently occur in association in the 
accounts, but because there is little doubt that, in the case of 
the first two at any rate, and probably in that of the first three, 
they were frequently entered indifferently under the name of 
Crow. From a consideration of the numbers recorded, it is 

* Mr. J. H. Gumey points out to me tha t the Sparrow-Hawk of the 
old writers was often the Gos-Hawk (A. gentilis), and that falconers 
of this period continually exchanged the names. I t would, howeve:, 
be hazardous, I think, to conclude tha t any of these entries refer to 
the latter species. 
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wellnigh impossible for the one parish to have produced 
anything like the quantity, had all those entered under this 
name been Carrion-Crows. All three species are differentiated 
here and there, but in the large majority of entries they are, I 
think, not. This uncertainty is unfortunate, for. an indication 
of the former status of the Carrion-Crow in the Weald would 
have been welcome. We must guess, I think, that it must at 
any rate have been tolerably common, though certainly for 
very many years it has been and still is quite a rarity. The 
others were evidently exceedingly numerous, especially the 
Magpie, whose wonderful powers of multiplication in the same 
district the last five years have made evident. 

The killing down of these birds as revealed in the accounts 
was at first sight curiously spasmodic, but it is fairly evident, 
I think, that from time to time they must have become unduly 
numerous, and then a determined effort was made to thin them 
out. No mention at all is made of them in the first three years, 
and then occurs a single entry for 79 heads:— 

1629-30. 
Itm pd to James Philcote for the heads of 79 rookes & 
pyes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . xiijd.. 

The next entries do not occur until eleven years later, when 
a total of 196 were paid for :— 

1641-2. 
Ttm to Edward Yonge'sboye for a 160 Rookes heads . . 0 1 4 
I tm to Joel Burges his boye for 36 Crowes heads . . o o & 

In 1644-5 and 1648-9 to 1653-4 the payments are all entered 
in a lump sum as for " vermin," so no information is available 
for these particular years, but there is no mention of any of 
them in the intervening ones, and none is entered again till 
1654-5, when 68 Crows were paid for. In 1655-6 the reward 
paid, hitherto twopence a dozen, was increased to threepence, 
and though only 36 Crows and Magpies were paid for in this 
year, the increase evidently had some effect, for in the next 
420 were accounted for, and in the year following 96 Rooks, 
470 Crows and 90 Magpies. This effort was continued for 
another two years, and then a period of slackness set in, which 
included several years in which none was paid for at all, and 
which lasted to the commencement of the long and determined 
vermin campaign, already referred to (antea, p. 34), that began 
in 1676-7. During the ten years 1680-81 to 1689-90, when 
this was at its height, a total of 8,557 heads were paid for, with 
maxima in the last two years of 1,249 a n ( i 1.296 respectively. 
By 1691-2 either the Crows and Magpies had become so 
reduced that it was worth no one's while to collect them, or 
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the payments for them were suspended, as they completely 
disappear from the accounts in this year, and do not appear 
once more till 1695-6. After 1694-5 vermin were no longer 
entered in detail, but it is evident from the total sums paid 
that, after another period of slackness or partial close season, 
another effort lasting for several years was made at the 
beginning of the next century. 

A few transcriptions of the entries out of many hundreds 
must serve as examples :— 

1655-6. 
I tm to George Stace and Thomas ffuller for 3 dossen of 
Crowes & Magpies heads . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 0 9 

1656-7. 
Paid Scottf ord & Edward Pix for 6 dossen of Crow heads 00 01 06 

1659-60. 
Imprimis paid by John Stephens t o Stephen Huckstepp 
& boy for 6 dossen & 8 Crows & Magpies heads . . 00 01 08 

1662-3. 
Payd Henry Jenner for 3 dozen of Crowes and Jack 
Dawes heads . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 9 

1680-81. 
To Goodman ffinch his son for 12 Crowes heads & 1 
Kite . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 5 

1681-2. 
To Robt. Young for 12 Dawes & 12 Crowes heads . . 0 0 6 

1683-4. 
To John Wiborne for 6 Jaye heads, 1 hedghog & 3 
Buzards . . . . . . .- . . . . . . 0 1 1 
more 1 Pulcatts head, 1 headghogg & 3 Buzards . . o o 10 
more 2 Ravens, 6 Magpyes, 8 Crowes, I doz. of Rookes o o 10 

1685-6. 
To John Sheder for 4 dozen of Rooks, Crows & Magpies o i o 

1687-8. 
To Tho. Drewe for 2 doz. of Crowes & Rookes heads . . 0 0 9 
To Isaac Cloake for 8 Rooks, 4 Magpies & 2 doz. of 
Crowes . . . . . . . . 0 0 9 

1689-90. 
To Jeremy Hunt for 2 doz. of Crowes, Pyes & 6 Jayes . . 1 0 

JAY (Garrtdus glandarius). 
During the first fifty-three years of the accounts the Jay 

only appears sporadically at long intervals. This is difficult 
to account for, as it must always have been a very numerous 
bird throughout the Weald as it is to-day, and if, as is probable, 
many of the Crows and Magpies were obtained by trapping 
and snaring, a certain number of Jays, one would think, must 
have been caught every year either intentionally or accident
ally. It becomes even more surprising when one considers 
the high reward of a penny that their heads always fetched, 
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when compared with the value of the other species. The 
numbers paid for during the succeeding ten years show what 
an abundant species it really was. 

The early entries are :— 
1628-9. 

Itm to Thomas Kyt the 28 of May for one [i.e. Hedge
hog] & 3 Jayes heads . . . . . . . . . . vd. 

1657-8. 
Paid Stephen Tamset for 3 jeies heads . . . . . . 00 00 02 

1668-9. 
To Thomas Weller for 3 dossen of Crows heads & 
Magpies heads & Jayes heads . . . . . . . . 0 0 9 
To James Marten for 6 dozen & 4 Crows & Magpies 
heads & Jayes heads & 2 Kytes heads . . . . . . 0 1 9 

Two others were paid for in this year. 
In 1672-3 a few were paid for and in 1679-80, two. In the 

following year, four years later than the commencement of 
the big vermin campaign, the people seem to have first turned 
their attention seriously to thinning out the Jays, and the 
numbers rose to 192. In this and the following nine years 
no fewer than 2,273 were accounted for, with a maximum in 
1686-7 0 I 329- No details are available for the following year, 
but in 1691-2 with the general slackening of effort already 
referred to, the numbers fell (from 271 in 1689-90) to 30, and 
in the next two years to three and none. After this nothing 
more can be said, though the species is mentioned in some of 
the annual summaries of vermin paid for. 

BULLFINCH (Pyrrhula pyrrhula). 
The entries of the Bullfinch are exactly parallel to those of 

the Jay, and the reward paid for them was the same. It is 
mentioned for the first time in 1628-9, a n ( i then not again for 
fifty years. There are three entries for a total of thirteen in 
the next year, in the year following a rise to 39 is recorded, 
while, including this and the nine succeeding years, a total of 
1,437 were paid for, with a maximum in 1683-4 °f 371- In 
1691-2 the numbers fall (from 200 in 1689-90) to twelve, and 
two years later to three. In later years it is mentioned in 
some of the annual summaries, but no further details can be 
given. 

The three earliest entries are :— 
1628-9. 

Itm to Isaake Symons for the heads of 2 bulfmches . . ijd. 
1678-9. 

To Tho. Curteis for 4 Bulfinch heads & 2 Kites heads 0 1 3 
1679-80. 

To Tho. Curteis for 8 Bulfinch heads . . . . . . 0 0 8 
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GREEN WOODPECKER (Picus viridis). 

It is probable that all the few entries of Woodpeckers refer 
to the above species (as one quite certainly does), seeing that 
it is by far the most numerous at the present time and is the 
one that commonly bores into the orchard trees. It was this, 
no doubt, that led to its occasional destruction. It only 
appears in the accounts in four years during the height of the 
vermin campaign of 1676-90. The entries in the first and 
third of these are :—• 

1480-81. 
To John Morphett for 4 Crowes heads and 1 Woodpiker 0 0 2 
To David Rolfe for 6 Woodpeckers heads . . . . 0 0 6 

The third entry for this year has already been given {vide 
p. 36). 

1684-5. 
To Joseph Greenland for 1 dozen & halfe of Wood-
packers & Bnlfinchs heads . . . . . . . . 0 1 6 
To Thomas Kite for 1 Gaily Birds head . . . . . . 0 0 1 

Four were paid for in 1681-2 and two in 1686-7. 
The last quoted entry is interesting as evidence of the 

antiquity of its still commonly used local name. 
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