
TOTES 
CIRL BUNTING IN ARGYLLSHIRE. 

ON June 6th, 1920, at St. Catherines, Upper Loch Fyne, 
Argyll, I had the good fortune to see a pair of Cirl Buntings 
{Emberiza cirlm). They both rose from a bramble-covered 
bank between the road and shore, and alighted on the other 
side of the road under some large trees, chestnut and lime, 
and I had ample time and opportunity to examine them 
minutely with binoculars at about fifteen yards' distance. 

The greenish-coloured head and black marking on the 
throat rendered the male bird very conspicuous, compared 
with the more sombre-coloured female. The male bird also 
hopped about in a lively manner, while the female was 
inclined to squat on the ground. 

The following day I was much disappointed to find a motor 
picnic party spending what seemed to me a long time at the 
spot, and for the next three days I looked for the birds in vain. 
However, on the roth I again saw the male a little bit farther 
along, hopping about on the road, but this time it seemed 
much more shy and soon flew up amongst the high branches 
of a chestnut tree. I did not see them again, although I 
kept a daily look-out for them until the end of the month. 

I may remark that I had previously seen Cirl Buntings 
in Dorsetshire. It may seem very improbable to find the 
Cirl Bunting so far to the north, but it was quite impossible 
to mistake the bird at such close range. W. STEWART. 

WOOD-LARK BREEDING IN SOMERSET. 
I HAVE great pleasure in reporting that I have this year found 
the Wood-Lark (Lullula a. arborea) breeding in Somersetshire, 
and this is, I believe, the first time that it has been recorded 
as doing so. I found my first pair on May 13th (1920). As I 
came suddenly round a bend the bird rose from a loose stone 
wall and at once began soaring, spirally, and singing. It 
climbed to a great height in a wide circle overhead. 

After singing for a considerable time it descended into the 
grass, where two young ones with well-defined eye-stripes were 
soon noticeable; they followed the old one, running up 
quickly now and then to receive food as the old bird turned ; 
when she (?) appeared to stab at them once or twice with her 
beak as she fed them. Neither youngster attempted to fly. 

At another breeding-place the singing-bird descended to a 
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tree top, but the song uttered from the perch was quite inferior 
to its song in the air, which, excepting perhaps the Nightin
gale's, is the most beautiful that I have as yet listened to. 

STANLEY LEWIS. 

UNUSUAL BOLDNESS OF ROBIN IN DEFENCE OF 
YOUNG. 

Brans in London gardens are no doubt frequently influenced 
in their behaviour by constant proximity to human beings, 
so that this may account for the unusual boldness of a Robin 
(Erithacus r. melophilus) in my garden at Hampstead. This 
bird has a nest containing young in some ivy on a fence about 
five feet from the ground. When sitting the bird was remark
ably tame and allowed people to crowd round and look at it 
without moving from the nest. But since the young have 
hatched the bird swoops down at everyone who approaches 
the nest closely. If one puts one's head or one's hand close 
to the nest it darts down, brushing it with its wings and hitting 
it with its feet and occasionally with its beak as well. Usually 
it does not strike very hard, but once it just drew blood. The 
swoop is made from a branch three or four feet above the nest, 
and the descent is at an angle of about 450. After striking, 
the bird sometimes continues its descent to the ground and 
sometimes rises to another bough overhead. Its persistence 
in this performance is remarkable, and so long as one keeps 
quite close to the nest it continues to swoop, making each 
time the little hissing " tick " which signifies anger. 

Yet the bird will feed the young without hesitation when 
several people are standing within a few feet of the nest, and 
attacks only when a nearer approach is made. Whether it is 
the cock or the hen I cannot say, but for the last few days only 
one bird has fed the young or appeared, though during 
incubation the male was constantly feeding the female on 
the nest. H. F, WITHERBY. 

HOOPOES IN STAFFORDSHIRE. 
As there are only eight records of the Hoopoe (Uftufta e, eftops) 
from Staffordshire, and three at least of them are merely 
names of localities where it is said to have occurred, the 
following note may be of some interest. 

On May 28th, 1920, a Hoopoe was shot at Walsall and 
set up very badly by a local barber. In June I was told 
that a " Magpie Woodpecker " had been shot, but from the 
description I thought the bird would prove to be a Hoopoe, 
and on examination this proved to be the case. The publica-
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tion of a note on this specimen in the local papers led to the 
discovery that another Hoopoe, shot nearly fifty years ago 
within the boundary of the borough of Walsall, was still in 
existence in the possession of the man who shot it, and who 
kindly allowed me to examine it. It was killed on December 
14th, 1872, a remarkable date, and is still in very fair condition. 

W. DAVIES. 

WRYNECK IN NORTH DEVON. 
ON August 12th, 1917, I saw a Wryneck {Jynx t. torquilla) 
on my lawn at Barnstaple I watched it for some con
siderable time feeding on something in the grass, which 
subsequent examination proved to be small ants. I distinctly 
noticed the curious twisting movement of the head and 
erection of the head feathers. Its plumage was unmistak
able. D'Urban and Mathew, in their Birds of Devon, 
refer to the Wryneck as " a casual visitor of rare occurrence," 
and in North Devon " a very rare straggler at the period of 
autumn migration." J. G. HAMLING. 

SUSCEPTIBILITY OF KESTREL'S PLUMAGE TO 
WET. 

THE plumage of the Kestrel (F, t, tinnunculus) seems to be 
peculiarly susceptible to wet. Heavy rain so soaks the body 
and light feathers that the bird is sometimes forced to the 
ground and rendered incapable of flight. During one of 
many wet days recently, and following a night of steady 
rain, I found a dead Kestrel by the side of the road. There 
was no apparent injury, but the feathers were saturated. 
The stomach appeared to be quite empty, and the bird had 
evidently died of wet and exposure during the night. The same 
day another Kestrel was caught, by a friend, on the ground 
from which it was unable to rise. It was in a thoroughly 
drenched and bedraggled condition. My sister gave it food 
and shelter for the night, but it would not eat. In the morning 
it was quite dry and lively. We poured warm milk and 
forced some pieces of raw meat down its throat. More meat 
then thrown to it was eagerly snapped up and swallowed. 
After a short rest, to allow of the meal being assimilated, it 
was released, when it flapped across a field, got "on to the 
wind," and soared away out of view. H. A. F. MAGRATH. 

A NEW NESTING-PLACE OF THE GANNET. 
WHEN looking northward from Hermaness Hill, Unst, this 
month, July 1920, I noticed a number of Gannets (Sula 
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bassana) nesting on the big " stack " to the west of Muckle 
Flugga. I was with Henry Edwardson at the time, and 
he told me he had noticed some there last year. There 
seemed to be about 100 pairs on the south side of the " stack " : 
we could not see the north side. This " stack " is called 
the " Rumblings." There appeared to be another smaller 
colony on a " stack " farther to the west, but they were on 
the north side, and we could only occasionally see the birds 
rise above the edge of the cliff. This " stack " appears to be 
called " Humla Stack." Mr. Edwardson, who has spent 
the summer in his little hut on this remote hill for thirty-one 
years, says he is certain that Gannets never nested here 
before during his years of watching. These two colonies, 
with the small colony on Noss, now of ten pairs, which 
first appeared in 1915, should in time largely help the Gannet 
population of the world. E. G. B. MEADE-WALDO. 

NESTING OF GREAT CRESTED GREBE IN KENT. 
WITH reference to Mr. Hale's note (ante, pp. 44-5), I may add 
that a pair of Great Crested Grebes (Podiceps c. cristatus) have, 
I believe, nested in recent years on the lake at Horsmonden, 
though I have not been there to see them myself. At Eridge, 
I doubt if more than one pair nested in 1915 and 1916 ; I 
have not been there since. On the large ponds near East 
Grinstead, just in Surrey, several pairs seem to breed annually. 
On the lake at Bedgebury, near Cranbrook, which appears 
well suited to them, I saw two male birds in March 1918, 
but they did not stay to nest. H. G. ALEXANDER. 

Although the nesting of this species (P. c. cristatus) 
on the lake at Hever was first recorded by Mr. Trevor-
Battye in 1911, the first pair bred there in 1910. In the 
following year, when they were recorded as breeding, two 
pairs nested. Since then the number has varied, as many 
as five pairs having bred in some years. Although the lake 
is full of pike, the old birds generally seem to manage to 
rear at least two young one3. Some of them are remarkably 
tame, and come close up to the bridge where the high road 
passes one end of the lake. E. G. B. MEADE-WALDO. 

[Captain D. H. Meares informs us that Great Crested 
Grebes nested again this year, in the locality in N. Kent 
recorded by him, Vol. XIII., p. 59.—EDS.] 

TURTLE-DOVE IN SHETLAND. 
ON July 13th, 1920, I saw a Turtle-Dove (Streptopelia t. 
turtur) at Cambs in Mid Yell. No doubt this bird has often 
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reached Shetland and been recorded before, but it cannot 
be a common visitor. It seemed perfectly strong and well, 
but was very tame. A man told me he had noticed it about 
the road near his house for some days. 

E. G. B. MEADE-WALDO. 
[The Turtle-Dove is a regular visitor to Shetland and Fair 

Isle on the spring and autumn passage, but in quite small 
numbers ; mid-July is, of course, quite an exceptional date 
for one to be found there, though not unprecedented.—EDS.] 

LARGE NUMBERS OF COMMON SANDPIPERS ON 
THE COASTS OF ALDERNEY AND DORSET IN 

SUMMER. 

I WISH to call attention to the very large numbers of the 
Common Sandpiper (Tringa hypoleuca) which are to be met 
with this year, not only in Alderney, but also on the opposite 
coast of Dorset. I refer to presumably non-breeding birds 
seen by me in Alderney in May and July and at Weymouth 
in June, they are normally not uncommon, but this year 
their numbers are quite unprecedented, so far as my experience 
goes. It would be interesting to know if this increase is 
only local or whether the same thing has been noticed 
elsewhere. W. R. THOMPSON 

[Those seen in May, and a proportion of the June birds 
may quite well have been passage-migrants halting on their 
way north, and unless a careful watch and record were kept 
from day to day the movement would not have been apparent. 
—EDS. ] 

BLACK-HEADED GULLS RETURN TO THEIR OLD 
NESTING-SITE IN DELAMERE FOREST, CHESHIRE. 

IN British Birds (Vol. XL, p. 68) I reported that in 1917 
a colony of Black-headed Gulls (Larus r. ridibundus) had 
abandoned the nesting-site they had occupied for some thirty 
years, during which time their numbers had increased to 
perhaps five hundred. The only reason suggested was the 
firing of the gorse surrounding the pool. We afterwards 
found the birds nesting in reduced numbers, on a pool where 
the forest is submerged, less than two miles away. Last 
year they were still at the new site, in spite of the fact that 
a colony of woodcutters, assisted by German prisoners, must 
have seriously disturbed them. This year about a hundred 
birds are to be seen at the submerged forest, while about 
fifty are back at the old site, which is more secluded and 
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convenient. There are young at both sites this year. It 
will be interesting to watch developments in the next few 
years. F. A. BRUTON. 

BEE-EATERS IN SCOTLAND.—With reference to Mr. J. 
Kirke Nash's interesting article on this subject in our last 
number (pp. 56-58), we are informed that the bird mentioned 
by Mr, Nash as having been caught by a gardener has been 
presented to the Royal Scottish Museum.—EDS. 

CUCKOO'S EGG IN TREE-SPAKROW'S NEST.—At the meeting 
of the British Ornithologists' Club on June 9th, 1920 (Bull. 
B.O.C., XL., p. 155) Mr. P. F. Bunyard exhibited a Cuculus 
canorus egg, together with four of Passer montanus that 
had been taken at Banham, Norfolk, on May 30th, 1918, 
by Mr. L. W. Leader from a nest in a pollard willow. So far 
as the exhibitor was aware, this was the only instance known 
of the Tree-Sparrow being victimized in the British Islands ; 
the Cuckoo's egg was of the common greyish type and weighed 
0.222 g. There is a similar combination in the National 
Collection, taken in Germany and part of the Cro vley Bequest, 
and this was probably one of the two that wer included in 
the exhibition of Cuckoo's eggs at the above-mentioned club 
on March 31st, 1896 (op. cil., V., p. xxxiv.). Besides these 
cases Mr. J. Ramberg had a clutch of Tree-Sparrow with a 
Cuckoo's egg from Styria, and Dresser (Birds of Europe, V., 
p. 210) quotes Mr. A. Benzon of Copenhagen as his authority 
for including the Tree-Sparrow as a foster-parent. A note 
by T, N. Postlethwaite (Naturalist, 1885, p. 127) on a young 
Cuckoo taken from a hole in a willow may refer to either the 
Tree or House-Sparrow, and is inconclusive. 
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