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MIGRATION IN JANUARY. 

I DO not know whether other observers would agree that 
true migration appears to cease in this country about the 
beginning of December ; apart from local movements due 
to shortage of food or larger movements obviously connected 
with a sudden spell of cold weather, I had never, until this 
winter, observed anything like real southward migration 
after about December ioth. 

I was at Dungeness from December 30th, 1920 to January 
3rd, 1921. December 31st was wet and stormy ; January 1st 
less windy, but very wet after 10 a.m. ; January 2nd wet and 
stormy; and January 3rd sunny with hardly any wind. 
The temperature was well above the average all the time, 
and January 3rd would have done credit to the south of Italy. 
I believe similar mild conditions prevailed generally over 
our islands and the neighbouring parts of Europe. The 
shingle bushes, in which there are often a few Pipits and 
Linnets and other small birds, as well as Larks, in mid-winter, 
were exceptionally empty. I saw nothing but Larks in them. 

At dawn on January 1st I rather thought I heard a 
Brambling's note, but as I did not hear it again I inferred 
that I had imagined it. Before sunrise on January 3rd a 
Meadow-Pipit (Anthus pratensis) came flying south along the 
shingle towards the point, and during the following hour or 

• more (8—9 a.m.) small parties of Linnets (Carduelis c. 
cannabina) and a few Greenfinches (Chloris c. Moris) were 
frequently passing, flying in directions between south and 
west. A few of these seemed to have come in from the east, 
but they may only have been fiVing parallel to the coast a 
little way out, and come in at the point. Most of the morning 
I was on Littlest one sands, where I saw two Sky-Larks (Alauda 
arvensis) flying in from the east, but I could not be sure that 
they had not been feeding nearer the sea. 

About 11.15 I saw a party of about fifteen Linnets flying 
steadily south over Littlestone sandhills. On my return to 
the point I specially crossed the ground on which Finches 
commonly settle, but I found none that had alighted. About 
1.15 I heard a Goldfinch (C. carduelis) flying (apparently) 
west or south-west; and a moment later two or three Linnets 
going in the same direction. Apparently this was about the 

x 
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end of the day's migration. In fact, the whole thing was 
just like a rather poor migration day in October or early 
November. 

The birds I saw, as with nearly all the Finches I have 
seen migrating at Dungeness in autumn, were flying at an 
altitude that I estimated as about ioo feet, or rather less. 

H. G. ALEXANDER. 

TAWNY OWL NESTING IN A ROOKERY. 
ON March 31st, 1919, while examining the nests in a large 
rookery at Cricket Hill, near Yateley, Hampshire, I found 
that a pair of Tawny Owls (Strix aluco) had taken possession 
of one of the nests in a high Scotch fir. There were four eggs 
in it—undoubtedly those of the Tawny Owl. Some of the 
Rooks occupied nests in the same tree, and had begun to lay. 
Unfortunately I was not able to revisit the rookery, and so do 
not know the ultimate fate of the Owls. H. B. COTT. 

lit is not uncommon for this species to breed in Rooks' 
nests, and the Rooks take little notice of them; cf. Field, 
April 23rd, 1904 ; similar instances have been met with by 
Mr. R. H. Read, the writer, and others.— F.C.R.J.] 

SPOONBILL IN GLOUCESTER. 
A FINE adult male Spoonbill (Platalea I. leucorodia) was shot 
on the Severn a few miles south of Gloucester on February 
17th, 1920. It was purchased by me in the flesh, and is now 
in the Bristol Museum. F. H. L. WHISH. 

SOUACCO HERON IN DEVON. 
ON May 17th, 1920, an immature Squacco Heron (Ardeola 
r. ralloides) was shot on the Exe estuary. Of the five definite 
records of this accidental visitor to the county none are 
from the Exe estuary. T. P. BACKHOUSE. 

BITTERN IN CO. ANTRIM. 
I WAS most fortunate in securing a beautiful male specimen 
of the Common Bittern (Botaurm stellaris) at Rangecroft's 
poultry shop. It was shot by a local gunner at Mosley, on 
January 13th, 1921, and according to Ussher and Warren, 
there is no previous record for the county, although twenty-
one are given for co. Down. W. H. WORKMAN. 

FLAMINGOS ON MIGRATION IN MEDITERRANEAN. 
WHILE returning from India on the S.S. " Patricia" on 
October 5th, 1920, we saw at about 10 a.m. a flock of some 
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twenty-five Flamingos (Pkcenicopterus r. antiquorum), flying 
low over the water in file. They passed about 400 yards 
astern, going due south, presumably on their way from 
Sardinia to the north African coast. The ship's position 
at midday was lat. 370 40 N. : long. 70 52 E. Other 
birds noted on the same day include a Mistle-Thrush, a 
Nightjar, some small species of Owl, a Dove, a Quail, and 
several flights of small birds. M. HENDERSON. 

VELVET-SCOTERS, LONG-TAILED DUCK AND 
GREENSHANKS IN DEVON. 

ABOUT mid-December 1920 a party of sixteen Velvet-Scoters 
(Oidemia f. fused) appeared off the coast of Devon, near 
Budleigh Salterton, and stayed in the same bay for some 
three weeks. There were three adult males in the party, 
and the white wing-bar was very conspicuous when the birds 
half rose from the water, and flapped their wings. Feeding 
with them was a fine Long-tailed Drake (Clangula hyemails), 
which appeared and apparently left with them. Velvet-
Scoters are seldom seen in Devon, and adult males of the 
Long-tailed Duck are equally rare. 

While watching these birds on December 18th, I noticed 
three Greenshanks (Tringa nebularia) feeding with a large 
flock of Curlew on the muddy beach close by. The long dark 
legs, dark bill, and grey and white plumage were very notice
able. Though formerly a not infrequent visitor in autumn, 
the Greenshank is now rare in this district, and especially so 
in winter. W. WALMESLEY WHITE. 

PERIOD OF DIVES OF GREAT CRESTED GREBE 
AND POCHARD. 

WITH reference to Mr. G. Bolam's note (antea, p. 189) on the 
diving of the Great Crested Grebe (Podiceps c. cristatus) the 
following observations may be of interest. They were made 
upon a bird which spent the morning of January 8th, 1921, 
in short periods of alternate diving and preening on an open 
piece of water, close to a main road, from which its movements 
could easily be watched. The dives were not made through 
fear and were consequently not as long as those made by a 
bird wishing to escape detection. During periods of five and 
three minutes it made nine and six dives respectively, and the 
times spent under water were 20, 25, 12, 17, 12, 20, 22, 25, 
25 seconds and 20, 12, 25, 20, 18, 18 seconds. A Pochard 
(Nyroca f. ferina) was also timed during five minutes and it 
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too made nine dives in that period, of 10, 20, 25, 16,13, 10, 30, 
20 and 20 seconds' duration. W. P. G. TAYLOR. 
LATE STAY OF BRITISH LESSER BLACK-BACKED 

GULLS. 
THE British Lesser Black-backed Gulls (Larus fuscus affinis) 
were very late in taking their departure from the north of 
England this winter, probably on account of the very open 
weather. 

With the exception of one bird of the Scandinavian race 
(L. f. fuscus) seen on October 20th, 1920,-1 did not see another 
until December 23rd, when I saw several. 

On October 30th, and again on November 16th, 23rd and 
27th and December 1st, there were still a number about, but 
all of the British race. Between December 2nd and 23rd 
I saw none of either form. 

It may be of interest to add that most of the Great Black-
backed Gulls {Larus marinus) seen on October 20th were still 
in summer plumage. 

Between December 23rd and January 10th I saw Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls almost every day, generally pairs and 
single birds, and on one occasion three, and all were 
of the Scandinavian race. 

On January n t h I saw six together, of which five were 
Scandinavian and one British, but on January 14th this order 
was reversed, for of four seen three were British and only one 
Scandinavian, on the 17th I saw two British and on the 19th 
one Scandinavian. All these were in full winter plumage. 
These last British birds may have been returned migrants, for 
they come very early in the year ; last year, 1920, showing the 
earliest, viz., on January 23rd, although the fact that they 
were still in winter plumage is against this theory, for spring 
migrants usually arrive in full summer plumage. One of the 
British race seen on January 14th, although adult, was a very 
small bird, and I have noticed this difference several times, 
the most marked being among a lot of live Gulls which I once 
saw in Leadenhall Market, where three adult Great Black-
backed Gulls were only of the size of Lesser Black-backed 
Gulls and two of the last named, also adults, very little larger 
than Common Gulls (L. canus). As none of these dwarf birds 
are ever seen on the breeding grounds, it either points to 
their being sterile or unable to obtain mates on account of 
their deformity. H. W. ROBINSON. 

ALBINO YELLOW WAGTAIL IN CUMBERLAND.—Mr. H. H. 
Farwig informs us that on August 25th, 1920, he saw amongst 
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a family par ty of Motacilla f. rayi on the shores of Derwent-
water, near Keswick, one which was an albino. The general 
coloration was a dirty white, with exception of the top of 
the head, and some of the tail-feathers, which were greyish. 

G R E Y WAGTAIL NESTING A W A Y FROM W A T E R . — I n 
connection with previous notes on this subject (Vol. XI I I . , 
pp. 56, 81) Mr. H. H. Farwig writes tha t on April 24th, 1920, 
he was shown a nest and eggs of M. c. cinerea near Groom-
bridge, Kent . I t was situated in a roadside bank over 
150 yards from a stream, on the banks of which a previous 
nest had been robbed. 

GREAT G R E Y S T R I K E IN SOMERSET.—Mr. F . H. L. Whish 
informs us tha t a female Lanius e. excubitor was shot six miles 
south of Bristol on November 1st, 1920. 

L A T E STAY OF SWALLOW AND S W I F T IN YORKSHIRE.—• 
On December 29th and 30th, 1920, a Swallow (Hirundo 
rustica) was seen at Sleights, near Whitby (F. Snowden, Nat., 
1921, p. 78). On October 31st, 1920, a Swift (Apus apus) was 
reported from Doncaster (E. W. Taylor, t.c, 1920, p. 405) 
and on November 7th one near Keighley (E. J . S. Craven, 
t.c, 1921, p. 78). 

GREENLAND FALCON IN O R K N E Y . — A n adult female Falco 
r. candicans was captured at Suleskerry, on February 26th, 
1920, and is recorded by Dr. W. E. Clarke (Scot. Nat., 1920, 
P- 154)-

SPOTTED E A G L E IN E S S E X . — M r . P . M. Meeson, of 
Rettendon Place, Battlesbridge, Essex, kindly sends me 
further information about the Spotted Eagle of 1908, referred 
to on page 209 (antea). He saw it on April 10th when it appeared 
tired and could be approached to within fifty to one hundred 
yards. On April 13th it was seen four miles to the west 
feeding on a rabbit, and on the following day it was shot on 
the same rabbit. The bird is now in Mr. Meeson's possession. 
—H.F.W. 

STEPPE-BUZZARD IN WILTSHIRE.—Erratum.—On page 183 
(antea) line 2 for Eversleigh read Everley. 

GARGANEY IN DUMBARTON.—Mr. H. G. Cumming records 
(Scot. Nat., 1920, p . 153) the presence of a pair of Anas 
querquedula (a scarce visitor to Scotland) on a marsh 
at Summerston Station, on May 16th, 1920. 

FULMAR P E T R E L B R E E D I N G IN KINCARDINESHIRE AND 
BERWICKSHIRE AND POSSIBLY IN BANFFSHIRE.-—The remark-
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able increase of Fulmarus glacialis and the extension of its 
breeding range in Scotland and Ireland during the last 
ten years has been frequently referred to in the pages of this 
magazine. Further interesting news on this subject is published 
in a recent issue of the Scottish Naturalist. Ten birds were seen 
by Miss Rintoul and Miss Baxter on the cliffs at Fowlsheugh, 
Kincardineshire, in June 1914, but eggs were not seen (Scot. 
Nat., 1914, p. 215 ; cf. British Birds, VIII., p. 125). Owing to 
the war these observers were unable to visit Fowlsheugh again 
until June 21st, 1920, when they counted ten or twelve pairs, 
and several were sitting and an egg was seen (Scot. Nat., 
1920, p. 171). 

In the same journal (p. 170) Mr. H. Raeburn states that 
in May 1920 he saw four " settled " pairs, besides two or 
three other birds, at St. Abb's Head, Berwickshire. On May 
23rd " the females were sitting in the chosen hollows " in 
very inaccessible ledges, but no eggs appear to have been 
laid at this date. 

Mr. J. Gowan states (i.e., p. 171) that he saw several pairs 
of Fulmars on July 26th, 1920, on the cliffs at Troup Head, 
Banffshire, and although no eggs were seen there is little 
doubt the birds were breeding. 

LAND-RAIL IN CUMBERLAND IN WINTER.—Mr. H. A. Booth 
sends us a note of a Crex crex being shot en Clifton Moor, 
near Workington, on January 3rd, 1921. 
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