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BIRD PHOTOGRAPHY ON A CITY LAKE. 
BY 

GEOFFREY C. S. INGRAM. 

THE lake here referred to is situated within 500 yards of the 
north-east boundary of the City of Cardiff. Roughly half 
a mile in length, it varies in width from 400 to 650 feet. In 
the winter it is visited by a large number of ducks of many 
species, mostly Tufted Duck (Nyroca fuligula), Pochard 
(N. ferina), Wigeon (Anas penelope) and Mallard (A. plaiy-
rhyncha). Scaup Duck (N. marila) and Goldeneye (Buce-
phala clangula) in small numbers have frequently been 
recorded, and there are also records of occasional visits from 
Common Sheld-Duck (Tadorna tadorna), Teal (.4. crecca), 
Shoveler (Spatula clypeata), Pintail (A. acuta), Long-tailed 
Duck (Clangula hy emails), and Smew (Mergus albellus). 
Coots (Fulica atra) in large numbers, Moor-Hens (Gallinula 
chloropus), and Little Grebes (Podiceps ruficollis) are constant 
visitors, and there is one record of a visit from a Slavonian 
Grebe (P. auritus). 

It was with the idea of trying to obtain some photographs 
of the birds which were on the lake during a recent cold snap, 
that my friend H. M. Salmon and I constructed a shelter on 
one of the five islands which are dotted about art its northern 
end, and before daylight on December 5th, 1920, we were 
in hiding and waiting for whatever might turn up. There 
was a high northerly wind blowing right down the lake, and 
the only shelter was among the islands, so we were hopeful 
that we should have good sport. The. only birds seen that 
day were Tufted Ducks, Mallards, Coots, Moor-Hens, and three 
Little Grebes. They were a little shy of the " hide," especialfy 
the Tufted Ducks, and with the exception of one Little Grebe, 
rarely ventured nearer than 50 feet. Even with the aid of 
a 17" telecentric lens the image on the plate at such a distance 
was very small, and we got no good results that day. The 
Little Grebe mentioned, came within six feet of us, and was 
observed to be catching and eating small fish. 

Photographically, our next visit, made on December 12th, 
was the most successful. A strong and bitterly cold east 
wind was blowing. We had added to the disguise of our 
" hide " and were ensconced therein while it was still dark. 
The splashes of diving Coots, sounded from all around, and 
before it was properly light, they were feeding within 20 feet 
of us. They were joined by a few Tufted Ducks and at times 
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approached even nearer, but owing to the poorness of the 
light, photography was out of the question, and up till 10 a.m. 
we had to sit still and watch. It was most interesting and 

TUFTED DOCKS, AND COOTS. 

MALE TUFTED DUCK, AFTER A DIVE. 

(Photographed by G. C. S. Ingram.) 

amusing to watch the Coots following the Tufted Ducks 
around, and profiting by the latter's labours. As long as the 
ducks dived, the Coots were content to pick up from the 
surface of the Water the food stirred up by the submerged 
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birds, but as soon as the ducks rested from their labours, the 
Coots would commence diving operations. Scattered about 
in front of us were little groups made up of one or two Tufted 
Ducks, with two or three Coots attendant upon them. The 
ducks rested constantly, turning up on their sides to preen, 
paddling around in little circles as they did so. At other 
times they would sleep, burying their beaks among their 
back feathers, sometimes drifting, or gently paddling them
selves along, at other times, keeping their stations as though 

FEMALE SCAUP DUCK, AND HER ATTENDANT COOTS. 

I Photographed by G. C. S. Ingram.) 

anchored. The Coots never seemed to be at rest for a 
moment, but were constantly on the move, changing their 
feeding spots, diving, or picking up food from the surface. 
One was seen to peck an old male Tufted Duck to hurry him 
out of the way, and every now and then an individual with 
neck outstretched would swim rapidly up to a bird that had 
invaded its feeding territory, and explode in its face with the 
familiar " punctured tyre " note, following this up by pecks 
if the invader did not retire fast enough. 

Two Coots were noticed in close attendance upon a bird 
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which we at first took for a female Tufted Duck, but a closer 
and more careful inspection proved it to be a young female 
Scaup Duck. The white ring of feathers at the base of the 
beak was conspicuous. When diving it remained under water 
for considerably longer periods than the Tufted Ducks, and 
it was noticeable that it kept apart from these birds, although 
it could not get rid of the Coots. Fortunately it came near 
enough for us to obtain some photographs. Later on, another 
single female of this species was seen. 

Soon after n o'clock, our attention was attracted to a bird 
flying directly towards our "hide," uttering a loud and clear 
whistle as it came. Its flight, with partly flexed, and rapidly 
fluttering wings, was very like that of a Common Sandpiper. 
It alighted at the edge of the water, at the very foot of our 
" hide," and within four feet of us, and we had not the slightest 
trouble in identifying it as a Green Sandpiper (Tringa ochropus) 
the first to be recorded for this district. Cautious but un
successful efforts were made to get a camera focussed upon 
it, but it was too near and an unfortunate shake sent it off 
with a loud alarm whistle. 

Half an hour later, snow began to fall thickly and very soon 
everything at a greater distance than 20 feet was blotted out. 
The sleeping Tufted Duck were quickly covered, and presented 
the appearance of some strange new species. The Coots were 
diving too often for the snow to remain on them very long, 
and at this time, eight of them, and some half a dozen Tufted 
Ducks were feeding within eight feet of the "hide." 

On December 19th, we launched our boat in the darkness 
of early morning, only to find that the lake was frozen and 
the islands completely shut in with ice. The loud voices of 
ducks from the opposite side seemed to promise open water 
there, in the shelter of the trees and bushes. Walking around 
we got into hiding beneath some bushes and as soon as it was 
light we saw that a long and narrow strip of water bordering 
the shore was unfrozen and crowded with birds. 

We counted over 200 Coots, and 150 Tufted Ducks, and 
besides these there were a few Mallard, three immature male 
Scaup Ducks, and two male Pochards. Right opposite 
us a party of twenty to thirty Tufted Ducks were feeding 
or resting, and we examined these very carefully through 
glasses. They were all undoubtedly Tufted Ducks, and yet 
a number of them might easily have passed as Scaups. One 
bird in particular had a deep band of perfectly white feathers 
at the base of its beak, but the " tuft " on its head was 
unmistakable. Other birds with white or buff patches of 
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varying depth, on their faces, were also among them. Out 
of a number of adult males two were very conspicuous by 
reason of the splendid " tufts " they wore, the ends of which 
touched their backs. 

As we watched, four more Pochards arrived, a male and 
three females, and were closely followed by an adult male 
Tufted Duck accompanied by a smaller bird which we failed 
to identify on the wing. The}' alighted on the ice, and from 
there plunged into the water, where the strange bird began 
to dive at once. It turned out to be an adult female Smew, 
a somewhat rare visitor. It kept as far off shore as possible, 
and was very wild and suspicious, offering no chance of photo
graphy except at very long range. 

Photographic data may be of interest to some. A -j-plate 
reflex camera was used on a stand, and its focal plane shutter 
was set at 1/60 second. The lens was a Ross 17" telecentric, 
and the aperture F 6.8. The best results were obtained on 
super speed plates, speed 500-550 H. & D. The above-
mentioned shutter speed was found to be too long for birds 
swimming quickly and moving directly across in front of the 
camera, and in nearly every case the heads of the Coots were 
blurred, owing to the rapid rate at which they were moved. 


