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NOTES ON SOME BIRDS SEEN IN SOUTH UIST 
IN OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER 1920. 

BY 

COLONEL R. MEINERTZHAGEN. 

No attempt has been made in the following notes to mention 
every bird seen, and only those of interest are included. 

I was in South Uist from the middle of October to the end 
of November. We experienced a southerly to south-westerly 
wind during the whole period, which on November 15th 
attained the force of a gale with a velocity of over ninety 
miles an hour. The effect of this on bird-life has already 
been described (Bull. B.O.C., XLL, p. 57). 

STARLING (Siurnus v. vulgaris).—The resident Starlings do 
not appear to differ in the slightest from British specimens, 
except that the spotting in the autumn plumage is perhaps 
not so intense in the former. A common resident. 

Numbers of migrants were also in evidence, all on the west 
coast. Only residents were seen on the east coast. 

CORN-BUNTING (Emberiza c. calandra).—There is a small 
resident colony at Grogarry Lodge. Of six obtained between 
October 27th and November 14th all were moulting in the 
outer primaries. 

SNOW-BUNTING (Plectrophenax n. nivalis).—The first 
arrivals, a pair, were noted on November 10th. 

BLACKCAP (Sylvia a. atricapilla).—A small party of females 
on passage were at Grogarry Lodge on the morning of 
November 1st, but were not seen again. 

HEBRIDEAN SONG-THRUSH (Turdus -ph. hebridensis).—A 
common resident, being more plentiful on the east coast than 
on the west. I never saw, so far as I am aware, any other 
race of the Song-Thrush. 

GREENLAND WHEATEAR ((Enanthe <x. leucorrhoa).—A few 
females were still passing up to October 26th. 

BRITISH STONECHAT (Saxicola t. hibernans).—Quite common. 
CONTINENTAL REDBREAST (Erithacus r. rubecula).—I only-

saw a Robin on one occasion, on October 27th, which proved 
to be a Continental bird. 

HEDGE-SPARROW (Prunella modularis).—Two were obtained 
in late October. They are both very dark on the back, the 
one having the wing formula of P. m. occidenialts and the 
other of P. m. modularis. It is impossible to say whether 
these were resident or migrant birds. 

WREN (Troglodytes troglodytes).—A quite common resident. 
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Birds seem to resemble the Shetland form in colour, but the 
size is nearest to the typical race. In a large series it may 
be advisable to give the Hebridean bird subspecific rank. 

BRITISH DIPPER (Cinclus c. britannicus).—Though I 
searched the streams for these birds and though conditions 
were ideal, I never saw a Dipper, neither did the keepers 
know of the bird in the island. It therefore astonished me 
to see Guthrie (Ann. Scott. Nat. Hist., April 1903) reporting 
it as common and resident. It has certainly disappeared 
since Guthrie wrote. 

HEN-HARRIER (Circus cyaneus).—We saw birds every day, 
and they seemed fairly common. 

SPARROW-HAWK (Accipiter n. nisus).—A party of three, 
obviously on passage, were seen on October 28th travelling 
south together. 

GREY LAG-GOOSE (Anser anser).—The Grey Lag-Goose is, 
as far as I was able to ascertain, a resident, and its numbers 
are not increased in winter by strangers. The breeding stock 
in South Uist is about 200 pairs, and this number has not 
varied much during the last few years. 

WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE (Anser albifrons).—A common 
winter visitor, the bulk arrived in 1920 during the first week 
in November. 

BARNACLE-GOOSE (Branta leucopsis).—The Barnacle-Goose 
usually arrives in South Uist during the last fortnight in 
October, but in 1920 they did not arrive till November 4th. 
I was fortunate in witnessing their arrival. I was in the 
centre of the island on Hecla Mountain, when we heard their 
call. On looking up we saw some 2,000 Barnacle flying 
overhead from the east and at about 3,000 feet above sea 
level. They were in small parties of thirty or forty birds. 
When directly over our head they were attacked by a couple 
of Peregrines, who spread alarm by stooping through and 
through the flocks, driving them to ground in zigzag flight 
and breaking up all the formations. The Peregrines seemed 
to be merely playing with the poor birds, and I doubt if they 
meant business. 

BRENT GOOSE (Branta bernicla).—A solitary Brent was 
shot in early November. It is curious that this bird, quite 
common in Barra and Benbecula, should be so scarce in 
South Uist. 

SANDERLING (Crocethia alba).—None were seen till Novem
ber 13th, when large flocks arrived on the west coast. 
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