
HOTES 
SONG-PERIOD OF T H E CIRL BUNTING. 

I HAVE read nowhere a definite account of the song-period of 
the Cirl Bunting (Emberiza cirlus), and perhaps the following 
summary of my notes on this subject, taken during the past 
six years in the Budleigh Salterton district of S.E. Devon, 
may be worth recording. 

January . . I have only one date—the 6th—in this mon th . 
February . The song may be heard almost any day, but it 

is not regular, and seems to depend on the 
weather. 

March. . . 1 
April. . . . I Every day and usually all day long. 
May. . . . J 
June. . . . Sings every day until about the 23rd. From the 

end of February to June 23rd may be called 
the full song-period, when the bird sings all 
day, repeating the notes so constantly tha t 
they become wearisome. 

July. . . . Only one date—the 5th. 
August. . . One date—the 3rd. 
September. Two dates—6th and 7th. 
October ( ^ through these months—the minor period of 
November" I sonS> which now has less power, and is less 

' I often repeated. 
December . Three dates—10th, 16th and 26th. 

The above is my experience so far, and it ma}' yet be 
amplified. Possibly too the Cirl Bunting sings even more in 
other districts, though it is fairly common here. 

W. WALMESLEY W H I T E . 

[Messrs. C. J . and H. G. Alexander (Vol. I., p . 372 and 
Vol. IV., p . 278) state that the song-period lasts from mid-
February or the beginning of March to the beginning of 
September, and all through the winter. For really exact 
data of course, continuous observations on distinct and 
separate birds would be desirable.—EDS.] 

SPRING MOVEMENTS OF P I E D WAGTAILS. 

T H A T the Pied Wagtail (Motacilla a. lugubris), as well as the 
Grey Wagtail (M. c. cinerea), and to some extent the Yellow 
Wagtail (M.flava rayi), is gregarious in autumn at roosting 
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time, has been frequently noted, and on some occasions very 
large gatherings have been observed. Thus F. S. Mitchell 
(Zool., 1881, p. 193) counted 450 Pied Wagtails passing into 
a high tree, which was already swarming with them, in 
Lancashire. Mr. Wallis's note (antea, p. 258) reminds me 
that similar gatherings have also been noted during early 
spring, though I am not aware of any published observations 
on this point. On February 25th, 1917, Mr. G. Tickner saw 
18 Pied Wagtails resting on the pathway by the Botanical 
Gardens, at Oxford, at 5.20 p.m. Suddenly a stream of 
birds descended almost perpendicularly—not less than 200 
in number—and covered the path and the adjoining bushes. 
They remained absolutely still on alighting, but after an 
interval of nearly half an hour rose and flew off. Quite three-
quarters of these bird appeared to be males. Early in February 
1920 about 20 Pied Wagtails came every evening to roost 
in the ivy-covered pillars which border the Clarendon Quad
rangle, at Oxford. They continued to arrive in increasing 
numbers and about February 20th over 100 were counted 
by Mr. Tickner. From this time the numbers fluctuated 
from day to day, but towards the end of February and in 
March there were seldom fewer than 80 present. On March 
14th, at 9.50 p.m., some alarm caused the birds to leave 
their roosting place, and for a short time the street was full of 
them, but they did not return. As on the previous occasion, 
the greater part of these birds consisted of males. 

F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

MARSH-HARRIER ON THE WELSH BORDER. 
ON the afternoon of March 24th, 1921, I saw a Marsh-Harrier 
(Circus cernginosus) flying along a boggy hollow through 
which runs the brook dividing Shropshire and Montgomery
shire, just below Middletown Station. On describing the 
bird to the stationmaster, Mr. T. Manning, I learnt that he 
had seen it about a week earlier in the same place. I was 
there again on the 28th, but did not catch sight of it : the 
weather then was cold, wet and misty. It is over thirty 
years since the Marsh-Harrier was recorded in this district. 

H. E. FORREST. 

STONE-CURLEW IN BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 
THE latest definite reference given in Hartert's and Jourdain's 
Birds of Buckinghamshire, etc., for the Stone-Curlew (Burhinus 
ce. cedicnemus) in the Chilterns is 1914, when it was breeding 
in Saunderton district (British Birds, Vol. VIII., p. 121). 
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In 1915 I several times watched Stone-Curlews feeding in 
the fallows near Bledlow ; and on May 20th, 1917, I flushed 
a pair at midday on the slopes of a neighbouring hill. Dr. 
Hartert records having heard them over Tring in 1914 and 
1915. I have also heard them crying over the Tring valley 
in 1919. BERTRAM LLOYD. 

ON THE OCCURRENCE OF THE ICELAND REDSHANK 
IN THE BRITISH ISLES. 

THE Iceland Redshank (Tringa totanus robusta) described 
by Mr. E. Lehn Schioler in the Dansk. Orn. Foren. Tidskrift, 
XIII., p. 207, differs from T. t. totanus as follows :—The bill 
and feet are stronger and stouter, the wings are usually longer, 
and in breeding plumage, the upper-parts are darker and 
browner, the under-parts more heavily spotted and broadly 
barred black-brown. Mr. Schioler gives the following 
measurements: Iceland breeding birds: 24 males, wing 
157-171, bill 36.5-43 mm. ; 15 females, wing 158-170, bill 
38-45 mm. Danish breeding birds : 28 males, wing 145-
160, bill 39-43.5 ; 20 females, wing 152-162, bill 40-46. It 
will be seen that the measurements of the two forms overlap 
somewhat. 

I have examined all the Redshanks with British localities 
in the British and Tring Museums, but only six obtained in 
May and June can be regarded with certainty as British 
breeding birds. The remiges of these are necessarily some
what worn. Their measurements are as follows : 4 males, 
wing 154-158 mm., bill 38-43 mm. ; 2 females, wing 158-
160 mm., bill 36-41 mm. In winter plumage, T. t. robusta 
can only be distinguished by its longer wing and stouter feet 
from T. t. totanus. Among the large series of Redshanks 
examined, obtained in the British Isles in all months of the 
year, I came across some that undoubtedly belong to the 
larger race which is probably a regular migrant to our shores. 
Measurements of these birds are given below. 

NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM, LONDON. 

Remarks Sex 
? 
2 
9 

Date 
Nov. 
4 / 2 / 0 1 

8 /12 /10 

Locality 
Northumberland 
Kent 
North Wales 

Mi tng 
168 
1 7 2 
1 7 1 

Bill 
44 
4 2 

4 2 

TRING MUSEUM. 

$* No date Loch Fyne, Scotland 170 42 
In breeding No sex No date Marocco 168 43 
plumage 

* The occurrence of these two birds has been pointed out by Dr. 
Hartert , cf., Vog. pal. Fauna, Vol. II . , p. 1611. 
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H. F. W I T H E R B Y COLLECTION. 

Remarks 

i s t winter 
is t winter 
adult 

adult 
is t winter 
ist winter 

Sex 
? 

<? 
c? 
s ? 

40
 

? 
6" 

.Date Locality 
3V3/97 Achill Island, Ireland 

A. C. JACKSON COLLECTION. 

15/10/13 Beauly Firth, Inverness 
15 /10 /13 

1/12/13 
3 0 / 1 0 / 1 3 
12/11/13 
15 /10 /13 
Dec. 13 Cley, Norfolk 

Wing 
I72-5 

1 7 0 
1 7 0 

I 7 I - 5 
169.5 
1 7 1 

1 7 5 
1 7 2 

Bill 
45 

4 1 
4 3 
4 1 
4 0 

4 1 
4 1 
4 5 

ANNIE C. JACKSON. 

STATUS OF ARCTIC TERN IN LANCASHIRE. 
FOR some years, in the north-west of England, the Arctic 
Tern (Sterna paradiscea) has been missing, but is now, I am 
glad to say, returning. Mr. Howard Saunders, visiting the 
colonies on Walney Island, north Lanes., and Ravenglass, 
Cumberland, in 1865, then found this species and the Common 
Tern (S. hirundo) in about equal numbers, with possibly a 
preponderance of Arctic on Walney. About 1875, Mr. H. 
Durnford found the Common Tern the more plentiful on 
Walney, more than 75 per cent, belonging to that species. 
Revisiting these colonies in 1885 Mr. Howard Saunders failed 
to see a single Arctic Tern, the Common species having driven 
them away, as it had already done on the Fame Islands. 
Up to 1917 there was no sign of its return, but in 1918, Mr. 
T. A. Coward found some nesting in a south Lancashire 
colony, where in 1919 Mr. F. W. Holder found that, of those 
he marked with rings, just over 8 per cent, were Arctic. 
During the past summer of 1920 I spent over a month in 
this colony, and found of those marked with rings, that no 
fewer than 14.6 per cent, were Arctics. During the early 
part of the season they had to fight hard with the Common 
Terns to maintain their position and many battles royal 
breast to breast in mid-air, were witnessed between the two 
rival species, a certain proportion holding their ground, as 
shown by this percentage. In the Isle of Man the Arctic has 
either not been bothered by Common Terns at all or has been 
able to hold its ground against them, for it predominates, at 
any rate at the north end and of recent years. This driving 
away of Arctics by the more robust Common Terns is curious, 
for the Arctic is very much the more savage of the two as 
far as human intruders are concerned. H. W. ROBINSON. 

INCURSION OF WAXWINGS.—In addition to those previously 
recorded (antea, p . 261) Mr. E. Arnold Wallis reports, that 

2 B 
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from early in January 1921, three were seen frequently 
during three weeks at Ayton, near Scarborough, and that 
Mr. Green, a keeper at Thornton-le-Dale, informed him that 
five arrived there during the first week in February, and by 
the 13th their numbers had increased to thir ty. They all 
left early in March. Mr. C. Oldham also informs us thai one 
was seen at Marsworth, Bucks., on February 19th. 

E A R L Y ARRIVAL OF WHEATEARS AND COMMON SAND
PIPER.—Mr. W. Miall Jones reports a male (E. ce. asnanthe 
from the neighbourhood of Aberystwyth, Cardigan, on 
February 25th, 1921, and Mr. George Bristow two, at 
Hollington, Sussex, on March 13th. Mr. James Cairns 
informs us that he saw a Tringa hypoleuca at Elstow, near 
Bedford, on March 16th. 

BLACK REDSTART IN LANCASHIRE.—Messrs. J . H . Riley 
and R. Morris inform us, that they saw a male Ph. ochrurus 
gibraltariensis at Darwen, on March 9th, 192I1 

SNOW-GOOSE IN E S S E X AND GREATER SNOW-GOOSE IN 
SCOTLAND.—" A.H.G." states (Field, January 29th, 1921, 
p . 126), tha t during a storm on January 10th, 1921, a Snow-
Goose came down to the water at Barrington Hall, Harlow, 
Essex, and stayed four days. I t accompanied some Canadian 
Geese which live there and fly about the neighbourhood, and 
was a good deal smaller than these birds. 

Dr. W. E . Clarke states (Scot. Nat., 1921, p . 48) tha t a 
Snow-Goose reported by Mr. C. W. Phillips to have been 
shot near Castle Douglas (Kirkcudbrightshire) " recently " 
(Field, March 5th, 1921, p . 299) was forwarded to him for 
examination and proved to be an example of the Greater 
Snow-Goose (A. hyperborcus nivalis) of which there is only one 
previous British record, viz., co. Mayo, October 1886. Mr. 
Phillips states that the bird was immature and that there 
were three Snow-Geese in all amongst a flock consisting 
chiefly of Bean-Geese, and that he had heard of these birds 
" all the winter." 
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