
LETTOS 
T H E RELATION OF SONG TO T H E NESTING OF BIRDS. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—With reference to the notice of Mr. Burkitt 's article 
(antea, p. 262)1 I may state that some years ago I made very 
extensive and detailed notes on the subject. Unfortunately my 
notes were destroyed by fire, and I have only a short resume by 
me of results based on my notes. My observations were made around 
Boughton Monchelseaj near Maidstone, during the seasons of 1913, 
1914, 1915 and 1916, and dealt chiefly with the Chaffinch, Linnet, 
Chiffchaff, Willow-Warbler, and Common Whitethroat. I cannot 
say that the evidence of my notes leads me to agree with Mr. Burkitt 's 
conclusions. H. G. A.'s suggestion that the abundance of a species 
may affect the duration of song is interesting, and certainly all the 
above-mentioned species are very numerous indeed in this district. 
Of the many pairs which I had under close observation, the song was 
in no way diminished during the period of incubation and after the 
young were hatched, only in so far that the male bird was occupied 
in helping to feed the young, and so had less time to sing. I have 
frequently seen a Willow-Warbler warbling away with its beak full 
of insects, and Whitethroats, after feeding their young, cast themselves 
into the air and give, vent to their hurried scrambling song before 
darting off to hunt for more food. The Yellow Bunting I have only 
had under close observation once, and the male bird sang with fully 
fledged young in the nest. Every lane and hedgerow abounds with 
this species and their song can be heard all day until late July. Surely 
these cannot all be mateless birds 

Nightingales were unusually numerous here last year. A pair had 
their nest and reared their young close to my house, and the male 
bird sang intermittent snatches of song until the young were almost 
fledged. I have never studied the species before with attention to 
its song, so merely give the record for what it is worth. The Thrush-
Nightingale (Ltiscinia luscinia) which I had ample occasion for observ
ing on the Rhine during one season, does sing intermittently in snatches 
with well-grown young in the nest ; in the little valley where I was 
staying the species was very common, and one could always hear 
two, three, or more singing at the same time, in close proximity to 
each other. MARIE L. PARKER. 
WIERTON COTTAGE, NR. MAIDSTONE. 

OBSERVATIONS ON T H E CUCKOO. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—In justice to Mr. Edgar Chance, I feel it incumbent on me 
to write a few lines in reply to Mr. J. S. Elliott's letter (antea, p. 262). 
Few if any of the field-workers of the present-day are more punctili
ously careful with regard to the authentication of eggs taken by them 
than Mr. Chance. Moreover, on several occasions Mr. Chance had the 
advantage of being accompanied by other' ornithologists, and I have 
not the slightest doubt that every case was most fully and carefully 
investigated. Having also myself seen the series of 46 eggs—no two 
of which were laid in one nest—I certainly think that they furnish in 
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themselves proof tha t they are all the product of one female, and this 
view is supported by the fact tha t other hen Cuckoos have made use 
of the same nests on four occasions. 

With regard to the suggestion tha t the eggs were laid by two or 
more closely related females, how are we to account for the fact that 
the intervals between oviposition are so uniform ? Is i t credible 
that another female was present on the same ground, laying a precisely 
similar egg, and invariably depositing it in a different nest, always on 
a date when the first hen for some unaccountable reason failed to lay ? 
As to the time occupied in laying and depositing the Cuckoo's egg in 
the fosterer's nest, i t is difficult to believe tha t five observers, all 
simultaneously watching at various distances from 40 to 120 yards 
and using powerful binoculars, could have been repeatedly deceived. 
The alternative suggested is pure supposition unsupported by direct 
evidence. H E R B E R T MASSEY. 
IVY LEA, BTJRNAGE, DIDSBBRY, April 1.1th, 1921. 

SIRS,—The suggestion first made by Newton, tha t similar eggs of 
the Cuckoo from the same district might possibly be those of closely 
related females {perhaps mother and daughter) seems to be mere 
speculation, quite unsupported by proof. All the evidence points in 
the opposite direction. When the territories of two or more female 
Cuckoos overlap, it occasionally happens tha t the same fosterer is 
victimized by more than one bird, but out of the large number of cases 
of this kind, I have never known a single case in which there was 
satisfactory proof tha t both eggs were laid by the same bird. I t is 
of course possible tha t an occasional lapse of memory occurs among 
Cuckoos, as i t certainly does among ornithologists. In the case of a 
Cuckoo parasitic on a species like the Reed-Warbler it seems only 
natural tha t the breeding territory should extend for some consider
able distance along the banks of a suitable stream, while another female 
parasitic on the Hedge-Sparrow or Redbreast might well have a much 
more compact and circumscribed territory. Even supposing that a 
fosterer's nest was pointed out to Mr. Chance by one of his assistants, 
a few minutes' watching would settle the point as to whether it was 
occupied by the parents or not, and the impossibility of providing a 
Cuckoo's egg of exactly required type to order, on a date when the 
Cuckoo under observation had for some unforeseen reason failed to 
lay, is manifest to anyone who has given the least attention to the 
subject. F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

LIFTING AND WEIGHT-CARRYING POWER OF GOLDEN 
EAGLES. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—From time to time discussions arise on this question. I t 
would be interesting to learn if any of your readers have had personal 
experience, or obtained authentic records of actual weights lifted and 
carried by Golden Eagles. In a recent letter to The Times the writer, 
Mr. L. Ropner, of Stockton, states that whilst fishing on Loch Shiel, 
he saw an Eagle swoop, take up a fawn, and glide down the mountain 
side for about half a mile. G. WITHERINGTON. 
19, SDMNER PLACE, S.W.7. 
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