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LETTEHS. 

PARASITISM OF GULLS ON DUCKS. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—In Vol. XIV., p . 260, instances were given of parasitism of 
Black-headed Gulls on Tufted Ducks. I have seen similar cases with 
the Glaucous-winged Gull (L. glaucescens) and the American Golden-
eye (B. clangula americana) on the river here (Courtenay, Vancouver 
Island, B.C.). 

There is a big run of salmon up this river in the autumn which, 
dying after spawning, sink or are washed up on the banks and provide 
food for hundreds of Gulls (chiefly Glaucous-winged), Goldeneye, 
Mergansers and other duck. The Goldeneye feed on the dead fish 
lying on the bottom of the river, diving down, tearing a piece of the 
rotten flesh off and coming up to the surface to eat it. I have on 
several occasions seen a Glaucous-winged Gull swimming by a feeding 
Goldeneye, watching its every move and as it returned to the surface 
make a dart a t the duck, and so causing it to drop the piece of fish, 
which was a t once picked up by the Gull. 

There is just a question in my mind whether this was really a case 
of parasitism ; the Gulls I saw doing this were invariably either 
birds of the year or a year old, and particularly in the birds of the year 
there was a suggestion that they looked on the Goldeneye in loco 
parentis to provide food. The time when my attention was particu
larly drawn to the habit was in the late winter of 1919-20, when the 
only fish left were those at the bottom of the river and when food was 
getting scarce. 

Here one might almost call the Bonaparte's Gull (L. Philadelphia) 
(the counterpart of L. ridibundus) parasitic on the dog salmon, as 
they hover over the spawning fish, watching for eggs to escape as 
deposited, to get which they plunge right under the surface of the water. 
There were hundreds (even thousands) of these Gulls picking up the 
stray salmon eggs on this river last autumn when the run of the dog 
salmon was exceptionally heavy. T H E E D PEARSE. 
COURTENAY, B.C. 

STATUS OF THE ARCTIC TERN IN SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
AND T H E FARNES. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—Mr. H. B. Booth's remarks (antea, p. 48) on the status of the 
Arctic Tern (Sterna paradiscsa) in south Lancashire, I feel sure, do not 
represent the facts. Having practically lived on these coastal dunes 
for many years, I am confident tha t the Common Tern (S. hirundo) 
has always outnumbered the Arctic during the last twenty years. 
The overwhelming superiority in the numbers of the Common Tern 
has been manifest both on the examination of the living and of dead 
birds. I therefore share Mr. Booth's surprise a t the statement that 
the "bulk of the birds were Arctics." 

On the south Lancashire dunes the Arctic Tern—even isolated 
pairs—nests amongst the Common species, though distinct, small 
isolated colonies are also formed. The Arctic Tern has certainly 
increased and has not decreased within recent years. Of the two 
species, the variation in seasonal numbers has been most marked in 
the Arctic. The protection now given to the Terns in south Lancashire 
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will doubtless influence this matter, but systematic observation does 
not lead me to believe tha t the Arctic will supplant the Common 
species; rather, I think, for reasons too lengthy to enter into here, 
the former will show a tendency to decrease under protection. 

F. W. HOLDER. 
SOUTHPORT, L A N C S . 

To the. Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—I visited the Fame Islands on three occasions in June 1921, 
and can corroborate Mr. H. B. Booth's letter (antea, p. 47). The 
Arctic Terns outnumber Common by thousands. The former nesting-
ground of the Terns was on the Knoxes in the Inner Fame group. 
But owing to the depredations of the Lesser Black-backed Gulls 
(L. f. affinis) they have almost entirely moved to the Brownsman. 
Here Sandwich (S. s. sandvicensis), Arctic and Common are nesting 
in a big colony; the Sandwich very numerous, but far outnumbered 
by the Arctic. I also visited the Fame Island, where there is an 
increasing colony of Arctic with a few Common Terns. I was told 
that there were two colonies of the latter Terns on the Longstone, 
but was not there myself. MARY G. S. BEST. 

CHELSEA, S.W. 
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