
TOTES 
NOTES ON BREEDING-HABITS OF GREY WAGTAIL. 
DURING May 1921 I had a pair of Grey Wagtails (Motacitta 
c. cinerea) under observation during the nesting period. 
The nest was built upon a branch of virginian creeper, directly 
beneath a window opening off a staircase, and was in con
sequence easily observed. 

The first egg was laid on May 9th ; on the 10th there were 
two eggs ; on the n t h three eggs, one of which had what 
appeared to be a small hole in the side. On that evening 
there were only two eggs, both intact, the damaged egg 
having apparently been removed by the birds. On May 12th 
the female was disturbed off the nest at 8.30 a.m., both 
birds were about the nest all day, but she did not return 
to it to sit, and there were still only two eggs at nightfall. 
On the 13th she was seen to leave the nest at 8.30 a.m.. 
and it then contained three eggs. Incubation started on 
May 14th, and was shared by both birds, the male doing the 
larger share during the daylight hours : it was remarked that 
the female seemed to take very little interest in or trouble 
about the eggs, spending a considerable amount of time 
daily in sitting on a window-ledge close by, and whenever 
she was on the nest, she called to the male after sitting for 
five minutes or so ; she was also far more timid than he ; 
her attitude in incubation was different, she sat stretching 
herself out over the eggs and nest, whilst he sat erect. 

On May 23rd there was great fluttering of both birds in 
and round the nest, and subsequent observation showed that 
it again contained only two eggs. On this date the birds 
removed these, forsook the nest and on May 27th com
menced, a new one in some ivy on the front wall of the 
house and about four feet from the ground, this was also 
forsaken and left unfinished some three or four days later. 

H. RAIT KEEE. 

GRASSHOPPER-WARBLER NESTING IN LINCOLN
SHIRE. 

IN my list of the Birds of Lincolnshire referred to (antea, p. 57) 
I did not attempt to give any definite instance of the nesting 
of the Grasshopper-Warbler in the county, but without doubt 
it must frequently breed there. I have often heard its song 
in May, June and July in various parts of the county, but 
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the only Lincolnshire eggs I can remember having seen were 
taken from Ropsley Wood near Grantham in 1906. 

F. L. BLATHWAYT. 

FOOD OF THE ROBIN. 
DURING July 1921 I watched a juvenile Robin (Erithacus r. 
melophihis) many times eating the fruit of the Berberis and 
loganberry. As the bird was very tame it was easy to see it 
cast up the dark looking pellets which on examination showed, 
the seeds of the above-named plants very plainly amongst 
the insect remains. STANLEY LEWIS. 

[Raspberries, currants, rowan and whortleberries have 
already been recorded.—EDS.] 

ABNORMAL LAYING BY THE SWALLOW. 
IN 1921 a pair of Swallows (Hirundo r. mstica) built in a 
barn in Cumberland, and reared three young, of which two 
left the nest on the morning of June 13th. At 8.30 p.m. I 
visited the nest and found, besides the nestling one egg. 
Unfortunately this was dropped and broken. At 8.30 a.m. 
on June 14th the nest contained, besides the nestling Swallow 
three eggs. Three eggs had therefore been laid within twelve 
hours, and four eggs within twenty-four hours. 

The young Swallow left the nest on the 15th, and no more 
eggs were laid until the 19th, when the nest contained four. 
The Swallow started to sit on the 20 th, but on the 23rd 
another egg was laid, and then one each day up to and including 
the 26th, when the nest held eight eggs. From 23rd-25th 
she did not sit except to cover the eggs at night, but on the 
26th commenced sitting again. 

On July 8th three nestlings were out, and on the 9th two more 
hatched, making a total of five. Of the three eggs that did 
not hatch two were found to be infertile and one addled. 
The barn where the nest is, stands well back from the road, 
is not used for any purpose, and is only a few yards from our 
house. I do not think that any person had interfered with 
the nest, and it would seem to be a case of more than one 
Swallow using the same nest. It is interesting to note that 
at least one of the eggs must have been incubated from 
June 20th to 23rd, and then again from the 26th to July 8th, 
in all fifteen or sixteen days with a gap of three days. 

R. H. BROWN. 

WING-STROKES OF THE SWIFT. 
WITH reference to the note (antea, p. 60) as to whether 
Swifts (Apus a. apus) raise their wings alternately in flight, 
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I remarked this fact as long ago as 1911, and both my brother, 
Brian Stoneham, and I often refer to it. At first I thought 
it was an optical illusion, but whilst in Mesopotamia in 1918 
and 1919, I had wonderful opportunities of observing many 
thousands of these birds, among others, on migration often 
flying about 6 feet from the ground, and was able to settle, 
without a matter of doubt that on occasion the Swift does 
fly " alternately." Again this year, when Swifts are so 
numerous everywhere, I have seen it happen on several 
occasions with certainty, and many other times on which it 
was difficult to decide definitely. Mr. Cave is the first person 
to my knowledge who has published this observation, but I 
have many notes and private records of the same. 

H. F. STONEHAM. 

BREEDING OF THE GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER 
IN CUMBERLAND. 

WITH reference to the breeding of the Great Spotted 
Woodpecker {Dryohates major anglicus) in Cumberland 
(antea, p. 62), it should be pointed out that, although not 
common in this county, it is by no means a recent addition 
to the list of our breeding species. Writing nearly 30 years 
ago in the Vertebrate Fauna of Lakeland, Macpherson reported 
it as breeding at Edenhall, Brampton, Woodside, Corby and 
Warwick Bridge. There are several breeding haunts near 
Carlisle known to me at the present time, one of which has 
harboured it for ten years at least, and in another it has bred 
for the last six seasons. It is a species which seems to be 
extending its range in Cumberland. There is a note in the 
Naturalist for August 1921, p. 2S2, on a brood of four young 
being reared this season in the parish of Melmerby, under 
Cross Fell. F. H. DAY. 

WITH reference to the note (antea, p. 62} on this subject, it 
may be of interest to record that an immature Great Spotted 
Woodpecker taken from a nest on June 17th, 1921, at Mel
merby, about, eight miles north-east of Penrith, was sent to 
me by the Rector of the parish for identification. 

F. L. BLATHWAYT. 

HONEY-BUZZARD IN HAMPSHIRE. 
I WAS crossing the downs some miles to the east of Winchester 
on July n t h , 1921, when I saw a Honey-Buzzard (Pernis a. 
apivorus) resting on the ground near a large beech on the top 
of the downs. It flew into the tree near by after allowing us 
to walk up to within a few yards—so close that it was possible 
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to see all the details of its plumage with the naked eye. It had 
a definitely blue-grey head, and its breast appeared to be 
clearly barred, and as it sat there its yellow feet were possibly 
its most noticeable feature. A little later it flew off to a group 
of large beeches not far away, and I failed to see it again ; 
in flight its tail looked particularly long. Very possibly it was 
nesting in the neighbourhood, which is well wooded—within 
a score of miles of its old New Forest haunts. 

A. W. BOYD. 

HERON SOARING AND *' LOOPING THE LOOP." 
ON May 22nd, a hot, fine day with a moderate N.E. wind, 
I watched a Heron (Ardea c. cinerea) rise from a marsh in 
the parish of Lawford, Essex. He rose in a spiral, flapping 
his wings on the down-wind side and without movement of 
them on the up-wind side till he had attained a considerable 
height, possibly 1,000 feet. Then, without any other per
ceptible movement of his wings, he went up and up till he 
was a mere speck. He twice deliberately looped the loop, 
forwards, in this last part of his ascent, and finally went off 
straight up-wind without any flapping and without any 
apparent descent till out of sight. W. B. NICHOLS. 

BITTERN IN ANGLESEY. 
ON March 26th, 1921, by a west Anglesey llyn, I saw a 
Bittern (Botaurus s. stellaris) flying over a reed-bed; it 
dropped down to some flattened reeds, where I watched it 
walking about for a time ; it was then startled, and, standing 
with its neck and bill pointing upwards in a straight line, it 
faded from sight among the reeds. 

I intended to visit the locality again, as this was a fairly late 
date for its occurrence there, but was prevented from doing so, 
and consequently am unable to give the length of its stay. 

A. W. BOYD. 

NOTES ON THE BEAN-GOOSE IN AYRSHIRE. 
As one so often hears of geese recorded in a general way as 
simply " Grey Geese " or " Black Geese," it will be of interest, 
perhaps, to record the regular winter visitation of the Bean-
Goose (A. fabalis) to my own vicinity, Fenwick. There 
are usually two distinct packs—one of between thirty and 
forty, and one small one of a dozen or so. The largest flock I 
ever saw here was eighty and that was on 14th October, 1919. 
The date of arrival is earlier than supposed, usually it is 
about the middle of September; in 1915 it was on the 18th 
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of this month, when thirty or so were seen, and in 1919, on 
the 22nd, when between twenty and thirty returned to the 
'* flow." 

In 1920, on the 18th of August, whilst grouse-driving 
fifteen to sixteen geese were reported as being on the lochs, 
as the beaters came through the " drive." This is an extra
ordinary date, yet keepers who had shot the birds many 
times and foresters, hillmen who have seen them year by year, 
were certain of " the " Geese, as they call them. 

My own experience of the Bean-Goose is that the call is 
more "clarion" than the "Grey-Lag," and as compared with 
the Pink-footed Goose, which bird I am familiar with on the 
wolds of Yorkshire, the bird is more " stumpy " and not so 
" thoroughbred." The Bean favours the " line " rather 
than the " V " i n flight. 

The date of departure from here is some time in April— 
usually late. On the 22nd in 1916 I saw eighteen flying 
north. This year the date of departure was unusually late. 
It was the 1st of May—a very warm Sunday. Migrants were 
passing north in great haste and numbers. Fieldfares crowded 
noisily on the tops of the fir plantations all day and then flew 
off in the evening in chattering streams. Golden Plovers were 
speeding by in troops of 60-80 at a terrific pace and at regular 
intervals. At midday, with the sun at its brightest, I heard 
a gaggle of geese approaching, and had just time to fetch the 
field-glasses, when sixty Bean-Geese passed over the paddock 
at only forty feet up. They were making due north, and the 
flesh colours were plainly discernible. 

The Bean-Geese feed by day upon rough grazing land, often 
where it is thickly covered with "thrashes." At dusk they 
repair to the edges of the loch and rest upon the highest banks. 
If frozen over, they rest on the centre, their droppings showing 
the exact resting place, while their tracks on the powdered ice 
indicate their route to the open watering places. 

I believe they are entirely herbivorous during their sojourn 
here, and they have never been observed upon " stubble." 
They are exceedingly wary—few being obtained each season. 
The weights of two imrnatures I happened to keep were only 
6 lb. 2 oz. and 7 lb. 1 oz., the former exceptionally light. 

E. RICHMOND PATON. 

GOOSANDERS, BLACK-NECKED GREBE AND 
SHELD-DUCKS IN SURREY. 

ON March 13th, 1920, Mr. H. H. Farwig and I observed a 
party of thirteen Goosanders (Mergus merganser) on Frensham 

1 
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Great Pond, all of which were either immature birds or adult 
females. The following day a Black-necked Grebe (Podiceps 
nigricollis) was noticed in the same locality. The bird was 
in winter plumage, but we were able to get close enough to 
see the upward curve of the bill. The white patch on the 
primaries was very conspicuous as the bird sat up and flapped 
its wings. 

On December iqth, 1920, immediately after the break up 
of a short but very severe period of frost, I arrived at one of 
the Godstone ponds just in time to see two Sheld-Ducks 
(Tadorna tadorna). The birds were flying wildly round over 
the water and left about five minutes after my arrival, but 
not before I had ascertained that they were male and female, 
the knob at the base of the bill distinguishing the drake. 

HOWARD BENTHAM. 

MOVEMENTS OF GREAT CRESTED GREBES IN 
MIDDLESEX. 

ON August 1st, 1921, I observed an unusually large number 
of Great Crested Grebes (Podiceps c. cristatus) on the Metro
politan Water Board reservoir at Staines. I was able to 
count one hundred individuals with certainty, but the number 
was greater than this and the flock may have contained as 
many as one hundred and fifty. This species may be seen on 
the reservoir during most months of the year, excepting the 
nesting period, but the numbers in which they appear seem 
to be rapidly increasing. Previous to this the greatest number 
I had seen here was over fifty on October 13th, 1919. The 
reservoir is not suitable for nesting. WILLIAM E, GLEGG. 

A NOTE ON THE NESTING OF THE RED-NECKED 
PHALAROPE. 

THE following notes were made during six visits to a fresh
water loch in the Hebrides. The loch is only some 400 yards 
from the Atlantic, and is a breeding haunt of the Red
necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus). On the east side 
the banks are stony and the water deep, but on the west, 
marshy and shallow, and many rushes grow. Here is the 
summer home of a few pairs of this uncommon wader. The 
shore of the loch on this side is quite flat " machar " land for 
a width of 200 yards where it ends in sand dunes. On this 
strip of good pasture land—unfortunately for the Phalaropes 
and Dunlins—a large herd of cattle graze. 

On June 13th I counted six pairs of Phalarope. Three of 
the hens were alone; probably the cocks were already 
sitting, or else they were unmated hens in search of a cock. 
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Three pairs were apparently in process of courting and their 
behaviour was most interesting. Both cocks and hens were 
swimming in the water near the shore or in pools among the 
rushes. Suddenly a hen would raise herself in the water and 
nutter her wings at a great pace with her head held down and 
neck outstretched, all the while uttering a curious harsh call. 
She would then pursue the cock rapidly through the water 
for a few yards as though trying to attract bis attention. 
At times the cock rose from the water and flew round about 
the pool where the hen was, with a low erratic flight and 
very slow wing-beats, calling as he flew. This display only 
lasted a minute, when he would again alight on the water. 
Once after this flight the hen followed him closely and he 
turned and seemed to be about to mate her, but she would 
not let him. I saw no more on this occasion, but on June 18th 
I watched two hens and one cock in a pool. One of the hens 
kept close to the cock and whenever the other hen came nearer 
she would chase her away. Both the cock and the hen were 
seen to stand up in the water and flutter their wings as 
described above. The cock seemed to pay little attention 
to the hens and was busy pursuing, and picking up off the 
water, large black flies. Then, without any warning or 
unusual excitement on the part of either cock or hen, the 
nearest one to the cock suddenly put her head low down in 
the water with neck outstretched and made a curious single 
note. The cock at once swam to her and mating took place, 
the hen being submerged in the water except for her beautiful 
red neck. The cock fluttered his wings all the time; he 
then went ashore into the grasses. The second hen still kept 
in the neighbourhood, though I imagine she must have 
realized she had lost her chance of a mate. 

On June 13th I found one nest. It was half way between 
the loch and the sand dunes in short dry grass. When found 
the cock bird flew straight off the nest and alighted on the 
loch. I constructed a hide and watched from it on the 16th 
and 18th. I never saw the hen anywhere near the nest. 
The cock always came on to the nest by creeping through the 
grass for a considerable distance. Once I saw him turn the 
eggs. He was continually pulling the grass over him when 
sitting. I did not hear him call once. This bird was 
exceedingly confiding and did not mind how much noise I 
made inside the hide, although it was only three feet from him. 

On June 22nd he was still safe, although the cattle had 
been all round the nest. This was my last visit to the loch, 
so I do not know when the eggs hatched. AUDREY GORDON. 
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ALBINO STARLING IN MERIONETHSHIRE.—Mr.J.B.Watson 
writes that he saw an albino Starling (Sturnus v. vulgaris) 
amongst a flock at Harlech on July 29th, 1921. The bird 
was apparently uniformly white. 

"BUZZARDS TAKING FOOD FROM SURFACE OF WATER."— 
A correction.—"We much regret that the note under the above 
heading in the last issue (antea, p. 65) was founded upon an 
error in identification. Mr. Cave wrote subsequently (tut 
too late for the note to be omitted) that he had found that the 
birds observed were not Buzzards at all but Black Kites 
(Milvus migrans). The habit described is a usual one in the 
Black Kite. Sir Alfred Pease also writes suggesting the birds 
were Kites.—EDS. 
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