
MOTES 
WOOD-LARK BREEDING IN MONTGOMERYSHIRE 
WITH reference to Capt. W. M. Congreve's note (anfea, p. 58) 
on the breeding of the Wood-Lark {Lullula a. arborea) in 
Montgomeryshire the following may be of interest. During 
the latter end of May (17t.h-31.st), 1921, I stayed at a house 
in the Dovey Valley, and on the day of my arrival I heard 
a Wood-Lark singing on the hillside not far from the house. 
I heard it singing and saw it soaring almost at the same 
spot every day I was there. 

One day I saw, and heard, what I think was another bird 
at a village about a mile higher up the valley. This one 
was singing when perched on a post on the common near 
the village. After having left this bird singing on the 
common I heard the bird on the hillside singing in the usual 
place, so came to the conclusion that there was more than 
one in the neighbourhood. 

Towards the end of our stay my wife called my attention 
to some birds in a lane at the foot of the hill mentioned. 
Fortunately, I had my field-glasses with me and was able 
to identify them as Wood-Larks. There were four young 
ones being fed by one parent bird. We kept them under 
observation for some time and were able to get quite near 
them and observe them distinctly from within a few yards, 
by the naked eye. I may add that the Wood-Lark is quite 
familiar to me as it is fairly common in my neighbourhood. 
We were not able to find a nest, but I think that a parent 
bird feeding its young is fairly conclusive evidence that 
the birds nested in the immediate neighbourhood. 

W. MIALL JONES 

MALE BLACKCAP SINGING WHILE BROODING. 
MR. G. C. S. INGRAM, in his " Field Notes on the Blackcap " 
(ankea, p. 80) refers to the singing of the male while he was 
brooding. 

In a communication to the Zoologist, 1915, p. 182,1 mention 
that Prof. Newton (Dictionary of Birds, p. 43), after alluding 
to the male Blackcap sharing with the female the duty of 
incubation, refers to writers who have declared that the male 
whilst so employed has been known to sing—" a statement," 
he remarks, " that seems hardly credible." I add that 
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I do not know on what ground Newton wished it to be inferred 
that he disbelieved the statement, and am much mistaken 
if I have not heard the male sing while brooding, and it is 
pleasing to think that Mr, Ingram's observations settle this 
matter in a most definite manner. E. P. BUTTERFIELD. 

RAPID RE-NESTING OF THE COMMON WHITE-
THROAT. 

IN Surrey, on May 17th, 1921, I found a clutch of live eggs 
of the Common Whitethroat (Sylvia c. communis) which I 
took as the type was somewhat unusual. This clutch was 
from five to six days incubated. Exactly five days later 
I visited the same spot and was surprised to find that a 
second nest had been built about eight yards from the first, 
and contained three eggs. Two days later—May 24th— 
I again visited the nest and found that it then contained 
five eggs. These I also took to dispel any doubt as to the 
two clutches being laid by the same female. The nests 
were in brambles and nettles around a small swamp in the 
corner of a field, and according to present ideas on bird 
territor}/ the available ground was not sufficient to allow 
of two pairs settling there. 

Both clutches are exactly alike. I have not before known 
of a small bird building a nest and laying five eggs within 
seven days, and the fact that the first clutch was considerably 
incubated makes the experience all the more interesting. 

D . W . MUSSELWHITE. 

THE BREEDING-HABITS OF THE WHEATEAR. 
MR. J. F. THOMAS in his interesting notes (antea, p. 114) 
refers to what he thought might possibly be some kind of 
nuptial display on the part of the Wheatear (CE.ce. cenanthe) ; 
towards the end of May and at the beginning of June 
(but not. at an earlier date) he saw both male and female 
hovering about ten feet from the ground, though he dis
covered no signs of young ones or a nest. I find in my 
notes that on May 26th, 1903, I was in the Pevensey 
Marshes watching a pair of Wheat ears. I noticed them 
hovering in a curious manner and presently with a pair of 
strong glasses I made out a grass-snake which was the object 
of their attentions. They kept fluttering up two or three 
feet and down almost, but not quite, on to i t ; once the 
snake reared itself up and the male bird appeared to strike 
it. They were at first about a hundred yards away, but 
they drew gradually nearer to where I was sitting. The 
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snake slid down a bank and swam across some stagnant 
water, still closely attended by the Wheatears. Their 
excitement seemed to increase and I judged their nest or 
young to be close by. The male bird suddenly flew to within 
about a yard or two of me and back again to the snake, in a 
manner which certainly suggested an appeal for help. I did 
not move till the snake had advanced well clear of the water, 
and then made a rush and despatched it. The whole 
proceedings had occupied nearly half an hour. Not very 
far from the same place I had on May 9th found an open 
nest of a Wheatear containing four eggs in a position exactly 
similar to that of a Skylark {Almiia arvensis) under a small 
tuft of grass. 

It is now seventeen years since I was in Sussex, and I 
should be interested to learn whether Wheatears still continue 
to nest in an old dismantled gun of one of the martello towers 
near the Pevensey Sluices. 

On one occasion I remember opening out a rabbit-scrape 
near Camber Castle, because I saw Wheatears showing an 
anxious interest in i t ; when I reached the nest, there was a 
fat hedgehog with portions of broken shell adhering to his 
person. A. H. MACHELL COX. 

LITTLE OWL BREEDING IN CHESHIRE. 
THE Little Owl (Athene n. mira) bred near Alderley Edge in 
Cheshire in 1921. One of the old birds was seen by Mr. G. H. 
Ramsbottom on May 29th and he subsequently found the 
nesting hole. I saw both old birds and three fledged young 
ones on June 22nd. Little Owls were seen near a farm a few 
hundred yards from the nesting site in 1920, but I cannot find 
direct evidence that they bred there. Mr. T. A. Coward 
writes to me that for some three or four years Little Owls 
have been noticed in different parts of Lancashire and Cheshire 
but that this is the first actual observation of their nesting in 
Cheshire that he can find. E. W. HENDY 

BEAN-GOOSE IN CHESHIRE AND N. WALES 
IN SUMMER. 

WITH reference to Mr. Raton's notes on the Bean-Goose 
(A. fabalis) (antea, p. 88), the following may be of interest. 
On June 15th, 1921, at 10.15 P-m- (summer time) I saw a line 
of eleven Bean-Geese in Tranmere, Birkenhead, frying north. 
They were probably making for the mud flats near the mouth 
of the Mersey. They kept calling to one another, and flew 
low down over the housetops. As it was still quite light, and 



142 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XV. 

they passed within thirty feet of me, there was no mistaking 
them for any other bird. At Prestatyn shore, N. Wales, I 
saw five Bean-Geese at 3 p.m. on July 29th, flying in line, about 
forty feet up. They were travelling westwards, and making 
good progress in the face of a pretty stiff breeze. Their calls 
were almost drowned by the sound of the wind and the sea. 

J AS. M. MCTEAR. 

LATE NESTING OF STOCK-DOVE. 
A PAIR of Stock-Doves (Columba cenas) have just laid their 
third clutch of eggs this season in a large hole in a beech tree 
in my garden in Montgomeryshire. Incubation commenced 
about September 9th, and I think it is a remarkably late 
date. Fresh eggs were previously observed in this nesting-
hole on April 13th and June 29th last respectively. 

W. M. CONGREVE. 

THE instance recorded by Captain W. M. Congreve of a 
Stock-Dove breeding three times successively in the same 
hole, and beginning the incubation of the last clutch on 
September 9th is very interesting, but cases of even later 
nesting have been several times recorded previously. Mr. J. 
Whitaker found two eggs hard set on September 21st, 1915, 
in Notts. (Field, October 2nd, 1915), and E. C. Moor records 
two eggs on September 27th, 1868, near Woodbridge, Suffolk 
(Zool., 1869, p. 1517), while C. M. Prior found a set of two 
eggs on October 2nd, 1875, in Bedfordshire (Zool., 1876, 
p. 4881 and 1879, p. 339), and young were found in a nest 
in Yorkshire on October 29th, 1907 (Field, November 2nd 
1907). It is evident from the above notes that the Stock-
Dove, occasionally at any rate, nests nearly as late as the 
Ring-Dove (Columba palumbus). F. C. R. JOURDAJN. 

POSSIBLE RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHERS IN DEVON.—• 
Mr. W. Walmesley White sends us a description of two birds 
seen by Miss Brownell in her garden at Exmouth on several 
occasions between the third week in May and mid-July, 1921. 
The description both of the plumages and call-notes answers 
well to those of Muscicapa parva, but the species is a very 
difficult one to identify on the part of an observer who has 
had no previous acquaintance with it. 

RUFF IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE.—Mr. F. H, L. Whish informs 
us that an immature male Philomachus pugnax was shot on 
the River Severn, at Stonehouse, on August 22nd, 1921, and 
passed into his possession. 
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