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UNUSUAL LINING IN JAY'S NEST. 

I MET with a nest of a Jay (Garrulus glandarius rufitergum) 
near Carlisle in May, 1921, which outwardly was of the usual 
character. The twigs of which it was built in this case were 
those of birch, heather and honeysuckle. Internally a fair 
quantity of fibrous roots had been worked into the structure, 
but the real lining with which it was finished consisted of 
abundance of horsehair—the strong, coarse hair from the 
animal's mane. F. TI. DAY. 

BLUE-HEADED WAGTAIL IN DEVONSHIRE. 
ON October 14th, 1921, a flock of some fifty migrant Wagtails 
was seen by us on the large lawns in front of the Royal Naval 
College, Dartmouth. It comprised all three species, viz. : 
Pied, Yellow and Grey (M. a. lugubris, M. f. rayi, and M. c. 
cinerea). Amongst them was a single Blue-headed Wagtail 
(M. f. fiava) easily distinguished from the others by its 
blue-grey head and distinct white eye-stripe. We may 
add that one of us is well acquainted with this species, having 
watched it a good deal in Belgium. We get regular flocks of 
Pied Wagtails here, but this mixed flock was a novelty. 

CADETS J. P. W. FURSE AND H. T. BONHAM. 

NUTHATCH NESTING IN ANGLESEY. 
THE Nuthatch (Sitta europcea britannica) was first recorded 
in Anglesey in May 1910, when Mr. Lort and I watched a 
pair at Llangoed, near Beaumaris. The species was noted 
again at the same place by Mr. R. W. Jones in May 1914, and 
nearer Menai Bridge in February 1919 by Mr. F. H. Mills. 
This observer reported that a pair was again seen at Llangoed 
early in the summer of 1921, and later in the year the nest 
was found with the brood, which was reared successfully. 
This is the first actual record of the Nuthatch nesting in 
Anglesey. H. E. FORREST. 

WAXWINGS IN CUMBERLAND AND 
MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 

THREE parties of Waxwings {Bombycilla garrulus) were 
seen in the neighbourhood of Carlisle recently—a party of 
four on the south side of the city on November 20th, 1921 ; 
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a party of about a dozen on the 22nd near Skinburness, 
Silloth (W. Nichol), and another of about thirty to forty 
birds near Stanwix, Carlisle, on the 23rd. L. E. HOPE. 

A SMALL flock of Waxwings appeared at the Llanerch, Church-
stoke, on 21st November, 1921, and remained in the neighbour
hood for several days. This place is on the borders of Shrop
shire and Montgomeryshire. H. E. FORREST. 

ABNORMAL CLUTCH OF KESTREL'S EGGS. 
ON May 15th, 1921, I flushed a Kestrel (Falco t. tinnunculus) 
out of a cliff within a mile of Knighton (Radnorshire), and 
on climbing up to the nest I found that it contained eight 
eggs. The Kestrel is a scarce bird in the neighbourhood, 
and during my seventeen years residence at Knighton I have 
never known a Kestrel's nest in this cliff, so that there î  
no likelihood of this being a case where two hen birds were 
using the same nest. Moreover, all the eight eggs are very 
similar and appear to have been laid by the same bird. 

O. R. OWEN. 

[Clutches of seven eggs are decidedly rare in this county, 
and I only know of two other definite records of eight eggs 
besides that given above. In 1906, Mr. C. E. Wright reported 
a set of eight from Northampton, and Mr. W. H. Turle took 
another similar clutch in Hants (Birds of Hants, p. 185). 
Nine eggs were found in a nest on the ground at Ruston, 
Norfolk, by the Rev. M. C. H. Bird (Zool., 1895, p. 97). 

F. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 

KESTRELS' UNUSUAL NESTING-SITE AND LARGE 
CLUTCH. 

WHILE going over some old bird-notes I had recalled to 
memory a very interesting and unusual nesting-site of a pair 
of Kestrels (F. t. tinnunculus). 

The place was a wild moorland district in upper Lanarkshire 
and the nest was shown me early in July 1892. The site 
was a hole in the wall of a disused lime-kiln, about five feet 
from the ground, beside the arch where the lime must have 
been taken out by wagons. In reality the nest was only 
on a level with the surrounding moor, as the egress from the 
kiln was low and water-logged. It contained seven eggs, 
which were lying on the bare earth, about two feet from the 
entrance. They were of a beautiful red type, almost blood-
red in fact, but on trying to blow one of them, I found it 
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impossible, as the " contents " were very much alive, the 
remaining half-dozen hatching out the following day. 

Although I visited this nesting-site for some years following, 
I did not again find it occupied. W. STEWART. 

BEWICK'S SWANS IN CUMBERLAND AND 
SHROPSHIRE. 

ON the morning of the 17th of November, 1921, a park-keeper 
informed me that two Wild Swans—he thought Whoopers 
(C. cygnus)—were on the River Eden, near the old race
course at Carlisle. I immediately went to see them, but 
found instead of Whoopers, two of the smaller species (C. b. 
bewickii). We had Whoopers at the same place for seven 
consecutive years, 1904-1910, following the advent of an 
immature female which finally brought not only its mate 
and offspring, but others. 

It is interesting to be able to record a visit, the first, of 
Bewick's Swan to Carlisle, although it is an almost regular 
annual visitor to the Sol way. L. E. HOPE. 
ON 24th October, 1921, a flock of Bewick's Swan {Cygnus 
bewickii) appeared on the mere at Ellesmere towards nightfall. 
They spent the night there, and early the following morning 
Messrs. Brownlow Tower and R. W. H. Hodges were able to 
watch them through glasses for over an hour before they 
took wing and flew away in a northerly direction, whence they 
had come. Enquiry elicited the fact that they had also been 
seen here about six days before. A similar flock visited 
Ellesmere 20th December, 1899, and stayed three days ; 
some remained till 4th January. The waterfowl on these 
meres are protected. There are a number of semi-domesti
cated Canadian Geese. These are regularly fed on Indian 
corn, etc. One frosty morning in December 1899, when the 
Geese were fed, the Bewick's Swans walked out on to the 
bank and fed with them ! Such was the force of example. 
All previous occurrences of Bewick's Swan in Shropshire 
have been in December or January. It will be noticed that 
the present visitation began on or about 18th October—a 
remarkably early date, and the more noteworthy since our 
other winter visitors are late this year—the first Fieldfare I 
have seen was a solitary bird on 27th October. 

H. E. FORREST. 

LATE NESTING OF LITTLE GREBE. 
ON October 22nd, 1921, on a small lake in the grounds of 
Kilboy, Co. Tipperary, I heard young Little Grebes (Podiceps 
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r. ruficollis), and Lord Dunalley told me that about six weeks 
previously he first noticed an old one with three young ones 
about a day or two old and had seen them frequently since. 

E. G. HOPE JOHNSTONE. 

[For previous records cf. British Birds, II., p. 242; XIII., 
p. 172.—EDS.] 

SPOTTED REDSHANK IN ESSEX. 
WHILE shrimp trawling on the Stour River, about three miles 
above Harwich, on October 9th, 1921, I heard the call-note 
of a Spotted Redshank (Tringa erythropus). On sailing close 
to shore to make certain I heard it again more distinctly. 
On the next day I was at the same place in a punt and again 
heard the note many times during the tide, but could not 
get close and failed to pick out the bird from the flocks of 
Redshanks it was with. I am well acquainted with the 
Spotted Redshank, and believe its call to be too distinctive 
to be confused with any other wader. C. E. HAMOND. 
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