
TOTES 
UNCOMMON BIRDS IN GLAMORGANSHIRE. 

BLACK REDSTART (Phcenicurns o. gibraltariensis).—An 
example of this species, either a female or an immature 
bird, was seen among the stones on the side of one of the 
Llanishen Reservoirs, some four miles from the shore of the 
Bristol Channel, on November 20th, 1921. 

BEWICK'S SWAN (Cygnus b. beieickii) .—On November 6th, 
1921, a Swan was seen on a pool near the coast, but before 
it could be identified it was frightened off by the appearance 
of a man on the edge of the water. I t flew right away, 
passing over the place where we lay hidden. Twenty minutes 
later we were delighted to see it circling over the pool, and 
it alighted about 200 yards away and right on our front. 
Through the telescope (X25) the area of lemon-yellow on the 
beak showed very clearly, and a sketch of this made on the 
spot confirmed our identification when compared with the 
plate in the Practical Handbook. As far as we are aware, 
there is only one other record of the occurrence of this species 
in the county. 

SMEW (Mergus albellus).—A single female was to be 
seen daily on the Roath Park Lake, Cardiff, from January 16th 
to March 19th. 1921. It was very loath to take wing, but 
when it did so it flew strongly and was apparently uninjured. 

G R E E N SANDPIPER (Tringa ochropus).—Two birds on 
September 25th, three on October 2nd, and two on 
October 16th, 1921, were at the Llanishen Reservoirs. 
During the period covered by these dates the smallest of 
the two reservoirs was being emptied, and the birds were 
seen feeding on the mud at the edge of the water, at times 
wading into it, and fishing up what looked to be small snails, 
at which they nibbled with the tips of their beaks, and often 
dropped and retrieved. One was seen to swim out a yard 
or more and wash, fluttering and splashing in deep water, 
returning to repeat its performance close inshore. 

BLACK T E R N (Hydrochelidon nigra).—An immature 
specimen was identified on the small Reservoir, Llanishen, 
on October 9th, 1921. It was flying backwards and forwards 
over the water, frequently mobbed by Black-headed Gulls 
{Lams r. ridibundus). Its flight was almost bat-like, and it 
constantly paused on rapidly fluttering wings and dipped 
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down to the surface of the water, never actually entering 
it, however. Its small size was very noticeable, and when it 
at last alighted on a large stone sticking out of the mud we 
had no difficulty in identifying it. 

GREAT NORTHERN DIVER (Colymbus immer).—On 
November 20th, 1921, an immature bird was seen on the 
Llanishen Reservoir, and we were able to watch it through 
a telescope at a distance of less than 200 yards. Its large 
size and heavy build placed its identification beyond doubt. 

BLACK-NECKED GREBE (Podiceps nigricollis).—A single 
bird was identified on November 6th, 1921, on a pool near 
the coast. As far as we can ascertain it is the first to be 
recorded for the count}?. It was in the company of some 
Coots [Fvtlica atra) also one Little Grebe (Podiceps ruficollis), 
so we were able to gauge accurately its size. Seen through 
binoculars it conveyed the impression of a slightly enlarged 
edition of the Little Grebe in black and white, but the telescope 
revealed the slender and slightly uptilted bill, dark eye, dark 
brownish-black head and back ol neck, and dusky band on 
lower neck. The dark colouring of the head reached to well 
below the level of the eye in this specimen. As we are 
familiar with the .Slavonian Grebe (P. auritus) we have no 
hesitation in recording this as P. nigricollis. 

GEOFFREY C. S. INGRAM. 
H. MORREY SALMON. 

[The dark (blackish) colouring of the head reaching " to well 
below the level of the eye " is a good point of distinction 
(besides the shape of the bill and the white on the primaries) 
in the winter and juvenile plumages of the Black-necked 
Grebe because in the Slavonian Grebe in similar plumages 
the white of the chin reaches right up to the eye.—H.F.W.] 

UNUSUAL LINING IN JAY'S NEST. 
WITH reference to Mr. Day's note (antea, p. 187), a similar 
nest, very heavily and practically entirely lined with long 
black horsehair (from the mane) and containing five normal 
eggs, was found by Mr. C. H. Roper and myself on May 6th, 
1905, in Epping Forest. Both nest and eggs, taken two days 
later, are in my possession. The former is considerably larger 
than the generality ; built outside of twigs of blackthorn, 
oak and birch (the last-mentioned with new buds just burst
ing) the interior correspondingly big, deep and cup-shaped, 
resembling greatly the inside of a gigantic nest of the Yellow 
Bunting (Emberiza citrinella). The sitting bird left the nest 
on both occasions cited. J. M. GOODALL. 
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ABNORMAL CLUTCH OF CHAFFINCH'S EGGS. 

O N May 16th, 1921, when staying with Mr. Edgar Chance 
in Worcestershire, I found a nest of a Chaffinch (Fringilla 
c. ccelebs) with seven eggs. All these eggs were of the same 
type of colouring (of the Bullfinch type) and undoubtedly 
the product of the same female, but three of them, which 
were smaller than the others, were infertile and appeared 
to have been laid a week or more before the remaining four, 
which were perfectly fresh. O. R. OWEN. 

[See notes on this subject, by A. Mayall and F . C. R. Jourdain, 
Vol. XII I . , pp . 80-81.—EDS.] 

RICHARD'S P I P I T IN CARNARVONSHIRE. 

A LOUD, sparrow-like chirp drew my attention to a bird which 
rose from the ground when I was near the summit of the 
Great Orme's Head on the morning of December 26th, 1921. 
It alighted a few yards further on, and with the aid of my 
binoculars I immediately saw from its large size and the jerky 
motion of its tail that it was a Pipit with which I was not 
previously familiar. As I approached it it stood erect to 
watch me, then ran quickly over the grass and heather, rose 
again, ut tered its single note and again alighted. I followed 
it all over the open slope, concealing myself as best I could. 
In this way I got excellent views of it, took particular notice 
of the broad whitish stripe over and behind the eye and under -
ear-coverts (giving a very light appearance to the head), the 
prominent dark chocolate primaries, thinly edged with buff, 
the dull white chin and upper-throat, the clear line of brownish 
streaks extending from the corner of the bill down the sides 
of its neck and joining on the breast, its flesh-coloured legs 
and brown bill, and saw that the bird was an example of 
Richard's Pipit (Anthus r. richardi)—a bird new to Carnarvon
shire. I disturbed i t again and again, but the only note it 
uttered was the chirp after rising. I visited the same place 
in the afternoon, and finding the bird still there, watched it 
for upwards of an hour. It was only when it alighted on a 
cart-track that the length of limb was at all noticeable. It 
seemed to s tand as high as a thrush. Time after time I 
walked up to it. Upon seeing me approach it would run 
nimbly along the grass or road, halt suddenly, jerk its tail in 
true pipit-like fashion and take to its wings, never uttering 
its loud note more than once whilst flying. Fortunately it 
never flew far and its large size rendered it noticeable many 
yards distance away. RICHARD W. J O N E S . 
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WAXWINGS IN GREAT BRITAIN. 
EIGHT Waxwings (Bombycilla garrulus) were seen by Mr. 
and Mrs. James of Evistones, near Otterburn, Northumber
land, during the last week in November, 1921. A considerable 
flock, over a score, arrived at Cley, Norfolk, about December 
1st, and after clearing off the berries, which are few this 
year, in the grounds at Wiverton Hall moved on, two having 
been shot. At the same time many arrived at Hunstanton, 
and during the first week of December four were seen at 
Southwold, Suffolk, by Mr. H. M. Hart-Smith. 

CLIFFORD BORRF.R. 

ON December 15th, 1921, I saw a Waxwing at Bedford, 
and the following day there was a pair which remained about 
most of the day, but have not been seen since. On both days 
they were feeding upon the berries of rose trees, and were 
perching on the trellis-work on which the rambler rose grew. 
Neither were at all alarmed by my approach nor shy of 
observation. HELEN M. RAIT KERR. 

AN adult male Waxwing was shot near Ross-on-Wye, 
Hereford, on November 22nd, 1921 and one was seen at 
Church Stretton, Shropshire, on January 7th, 1922. 

H. E. FORREST. 

[Mr. W. J. Clarke mentions (Nat., 1922, p. 17) a number 
on the Yorkshire coast between November 14th and 28th, 
as many as twenty being seen on the 23rd near Scarborough. 
Mr. A. J. Campbell Colquhoun noticed four in his garden at 
Crieff, Perthshire, on November 16th and 17th (Field, 
December 3, 192T, p. 724). In the same journal (January 7, 
1922, p. 26) Lieut .-Colonel H. M. Hardcastle recorded two 
near Uppingham.] 

LESSER WHITETHROAT BREEDING IN ARGYLL. 
IN 1921, at least one pair of Lesser Whitethroats (Sylvia c. 
curruca) nested in the Inverary district of Loch Fyne. The 
nest was placed amongst dense undergrowth close to the 
public highway, the young were fledged about the middle of 
June and immediately took up their quarters amongst the 
foliage of a large plane tree. The old birds when " scolding " 
came to very close quarters and were easily identified. The 
" scolding " note is quite distinct from that of the Common 
Whitethroat (S. c. communis). A few pairs of Blackcaps 
(S. a. atricapilla) also nested on this side of the Loch, while 
on the eastern side Garden-Warblers (S. boriri) and Common 
Whitethroats were plentiful. W. STEWART. 
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CONTINENTAL SONG-THRUSH IN WESTMORLAND. 

A T about 9 a.m. on October gth, 1921, a large flock of Song-
Thrushes alighted on the. lawn and in the surrounding trees 
of a house near Ambleside, which is one of the highest in the 
neighbourhood, being 580 feet above sea-level. There were 
probably from 75 to 100 of the birds, which spent a few 
minutes busily feeding until they were disturbed and left 
in a body. As they were in full view of the windows and 
in a very good light it was possible to notice these birds 
very distinctly, and it was very obvious that they were 
undoubtedly lighter coloured than the native Thrushes, 
and they also appeared to be slightly larger, though this 
may have been due to the lighter coloration. According 
to The Practical Handbook the Continental Song-Thrush 
(Turdus ph. philomelus) is not often recorded from the west 
side of the country, but I think that there can be little doubt 
that this passing flock belonged to that race. 

A. ASTLEV. 

POSTPONED LAYING OF T H E COMMON W R E N . 

I N a garden in Broughty Ferry, Forfarshire, on May 8th, 
1921, I found a nest of a Common Wren (Troglodytes t. troglo
dytes) lined with horsehair, etc., and apparently completed. 
On that date the bird was seen to leave the nest, which was 
empty. It was again visited on May 15th and June 5th, and 
on both occasions no eggs were in the nest nor was the bird 
seen. On June 24th I saw the bird fly from the nest, whicli 
was still empty ; but on revisiting it on July 7th I disturbed 
the bird from eggs. Some of these hatched out on July 15th. 
The bird had not sufficient time to rear a brood in the intervals 
between my visits, so it seems probable that nearly eight weeks 
elapsed between the completion of the nest and the laying 
of the eggs. T. L E S L I E SMITH. 

[In sheltered sites old nests of the previous year may be 
refurnished and used. The Wren may have deserted the 
nest on May 8th, have built another which was destroyed, 
and then come back to the old one.—F. C. R. J.] 

CUCKOO EGGS AND NESTLINGS, 1921. 

I N 1921 Cuckoos (Cuculus c. canorus) were not very abundant 
generally in the Felsted district (Essex). Here and there a 
considerable number could be noted, but, curiously, no eggs 
were found about those particular spots, although consider
able search was made from time to time. The first egg was 

r 
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found on May 15th, close to the school infirmary, and another, 
not far from it, the next day. It is probable that egg 
depositing had begun about a week earlier. Later on three 
young birds were found all quite near where the eggs were 
found. No Cuckoos were heard calling after June 19th (a 
very early date for them to stop) and the last fresh egg was 
found on June 17th. The last nestling, kept under observa
tion, quitted the nest on July 21st. 

In all 27 eggs and young were found. Of these 21 were in 
nests of the Hedge-Sparrow (Prunella m. modularis), one in 
that of a Linnet (Carduelis c. cannabina), one in a White-
throat's (Sylvia c. communis), three in Pied Wagtail's (Motacilla 
alba lugubris) and one in a Robin's (Erithacus rubecula melo-
philus). One Hedge-Sparrow's nest had two eggs and two 
Cuckoo's eggs. This list has nothing unusual in it, but two 
of the nests are of special interest to ornithologists. The egg 
in the Whitethroat's nest was in a nest less than half-built ; 
indeed, it was so flimsy that a fair breeze would have shaken 
the egg through the bottom. The egg in the Linnet's nest was 
placed there several days after the nest had been robbed by 
some boys, and as the Linnet was then sitting it could not 
possibly have held eggs when utilised by the Cuckoo. More
over, the nest looked stale and deserted when the Cuckoo's 
egg was found in it. Another curious point about this egg 
was that the Cuckoo which laid it was using Hedge-Sparrows' 
nests in the vicinity where it was found. I found several of 
her eggs, including four, two preceding and two following, the 
one she put in the Linnet's nest. Some of the eggs were 
destroyed by mice, birds and village boys ; two of the nine 
young Cuckoos I watched did not survive the nestling period. 

J. H. OWEN. 

LATE CUCKOO IN WILTSHIRE. 
ON December 3rd, 1921, I put up near the river Ray a young 
Cuckoo (C. c. canorus). It, I think, rose from the ground, 
flew a little way and alighted on a strand of barbed wire 
which ran along the bank of the river. It sat quite still, 
and I could observe it carefully at 20 yards' distance. On a 
nearer approach it flew off and pitched in a thick hedge the 
other side of the field, I had half a mind to shoot it, and 
make certain of its identity but refrained, as I was really 
quite sure. There was a bitter wind blowing, but the bird 
flew strongly and well. The incident is not unique in my 
experience, for three years ago a young Cuckoo haunted 
my garden here for four or five days during the first week of 
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December. It would be interesting to know on what these 
belated birds feed, and also whether they ever manage to 
leave these shores, or finally succumb to the rigours of the 
English winter. D. PERCY HARRISON. 

[Although Cuckoos have been recorded on several occasions 
in winter no specimens appear to have been obtained to con
firm the identification so that it is desirable that the fact 
should be incontestably proved by the shooting of a specimen, 
when opportunity offers, and the food might then be investi
gated.—EDS.] 

ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD IN OXFORDSHIRE. 
ON September 5th, 1921, a Rough-legged Buzzard (Buleo I. 
lagopus) was shot by a keeper at Taynton, near Burford, close 
to the Gloucestershire boundary. A pair of these birds had 
been seen in the district for some weeks previously, but the 
survivor disappeared after the death of its companion. In 
the autumn of 1920 two others were also seen about the 
place, but managed to escape the usual fate. For this informa
tion I am indebted to Mr. C. B. Chambers, who kindly investi
gated the case. Only four occurrences of this species (between 
1825 and 1888) are recorded in O. V. Aplin's Birds of 
Oxfordshire. F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

HEN-HARRIERS IN OXFORDSHIRE AND SUSSEX. 
TOWARDS the end of the year 1919 a female or immature Hen-
Harrier (Circus c. cyaneus) appeared in the neighbourhood 
of Oxford. It was first noticed near Waterperry on December 
12th and again on the 14th and 17th and was last reported 
from Shotover on January 24th, 1921. This bird apparently 
escaped with its life, but a very large female was killed on 
Otmoor on December 19th, 1921. Mr. G. Tickner of Oxford 
has kindly supplied me with the above details. The steady 
and persistent slaughter of these birds on the Berkshire downs 
and in the adjacent counties every winter must result even
tually in the extermination or at any rate, serious diminution, 
of this species in its breeding haunts in the Orkneys and Outer 
Hebrides, when it will probably be ascribed to quite different 
causes. It would be well if more attention were paid to this 
aspect of protection. F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

ON November 24th, 1921, on the Downs near Wilmington 
Hill, a female or juvenile Hen-Harrier (Circus cyaneus) was 
put up from the ground some 30 yards away. A strong N.E. 
wind, blowing over the crest of the Downs prevented the bird 
moving away rapidly. An excellent view was obtained 
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through the glass in the best possible position in bright sun
light. The white upper tail-coverts were very conspicuous. 
The bird flew across in front of the observer from south to 
north, and remained on the wing quite close on the north side 
for a couple of minutes. KENNEDY ORTON. 

AMERICAN BITTERNS IN IRELAND. 
ON October 19th, 1921, a male American Bittern (Bolaurus 
lentiginosus) was shot on Caravacaw Bog, near Armagh. 
The bird was in excellent plumage and condition, and its 
stomach contained the remains of large beetles. Another 
was shot in the same bog in October but did not pass through 
my hands. It is a curious fact that these American wanderers 
have been shot far inland instead of near the coast, where 
they would be expected to drop into the nearest bog on arrival. 
No doubt a bird like the Bittern might alight on the spars 
of a vessel in mid-ocean, which would materially assist it 
in performing the long flight across the Atlantic. 

W. J. WILLIAMS. 

BEWICK'S SWAN IN CHESHIRE. 
Six Bewick's Swans (Cygnus b. bewickii) visited Radnor Mere, 
Alderley, from 24th to 26th November, 1921. They were 
first seen on the 24th by Mr. G. H. Ramsbottom. My wife 
saw them the same day and on the 25th, and I saw them 
myself on the 26th on two occasions. Mute Swans and 
Canada Geese were on the Mere at the same time, so that I 
had a good opportunity of comparing the Bewick's Swans 
with them. Mr. Ramsbottom and my wife heard them call 
once, and describe their cry as resembling the " honk " of a 
Canada Goose. Four previous records for this county are 
given in Mr. T. A. Coward's Vertebrate Fauna of Cheshire 
(pp. 318-9) and. two other instances are recorded by the same 
author in his Notes on the Vertebrate Fauna of Cheshire (Lanes, 
and Cheshire Fauna Committee) for 1916 

E. W. HENDY. 

BEAN-GOOSE IN HEREFORDSHIRE 
Two Bean-Geese (Anser fabalis) were shot, out of a flock of 
fourteen at Wilton, near Ross-on-Wye, the first week in 
December, 1921. H. E. FORREST. 

SCAUP-DUCKS IN ARGYLLSHIRE IN SUMMER. 
DURING the third week of May, 1921, and again on the 24th 
and 25th, a female Scaup-Duck (Nyroca m. marila) was seen 
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(probably the same bird) on Loch Fyne and for a few days in 
the third week in June three males accompanied by a male 
Tufted Duck (N. fuligula). I have since confirmed the above 
identification, as a female Scaup in the Royal Scottish 
Museum is in an exactly similar phase of plumage to the one 
mentioned above. W. STEWART. 

EIDER BREEDING IN SOUTHERN 
ARGYLLSHIRE. 

ON June 19th, 1921, on the western side of Loch Fyne, about 
four miles from the head of the Loch, I surprised a female 
Eider (Somateria m. mollissima) accompanied by three very 
small young ones, and had a very good view of them as they 
hurriedly took to the water. During the two previous 
summers I had occasionally seen a female Eider, but never a 
male, and this actual proof of their breeding affords I believe 
a slight extension of breeding range. W. STEWART. 

VELVET-SCOTER IN CHESHIRE. 
ON January 2nd, 1922, at Hilbre Point, at the mouth of the 
River Dee, I picked up a female Velvet-Scoter (Oidemia f. 
fusca). The recent gale had washed up a number of Common 
Scoters (Oidemia n. nigra), but this is the first Velvet-Scoter 
I have found. This may be of interest in view of Capt. A. W. 
Boyd's note (antea, p. 158). W. WILSON. 

CORMORANTS INLAND IN ESSEX. 
ON August 6th, 1921, I noted two immature Cormorants 
(Phalacrocorax carbo) on one of the islands in No. 5 of the 
Metropolitan Water Board Reservoirs at Walthamstow, 
Essex. On August 20th a single bird was on the Racecourse 
Reservoir. On August 27th two were on the Racecourse 
and two were perched on a branch of a tree on an island in 
the High Maynard Reservoir. Subsequently Cormorants 
were seen on the Racecourse Reservoir as follows: two 
September 3rd, one September 10th, two September 24th, 
one October 1st, and two October 8th. There are points 
of interest in these occurrences. On all the visits the birds 
were resting on an island, on no occasion did I see them 
feeding but the visits were all made between the hours of 
one to four p.m. Records of the Cormorant occurring 
inland in Essex are scarce, only one instance being quoted in 
the Birds of Essex. The fact that the birds made a 

u 
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stay of nine weeks is also worth mentioning. On my two 
last visits (October 15th and November 5th) I did not see 
any, but as these sheets of water are very extensive they 
may have been on another reservoir; as, however, shooting 
had started the probability is that they had been driven off. 

WILLIAM E. GLEGG. 

[Although Mr. Miller Christy in the Birds of Essex gives 
only one specific instance of the occurrence of the Cormorant 
inland in Essex, both here and in the Vict. Hist, of Essex, I., 
p. 245, he treats it as " occasionally met with inland after 
severe storms." Mr. W. Bull also records an instance in 
the Field, Jan. 10, 1920.—F.C.R.J.] 

GREEN SANDPIPER IN SURREY IN WINTER. 
ON December 25th, 1921, my brother saw a wader on one of 
the streams of south-west Surrey, but was unable to identify 
it. The next day we both saw it and have no doubt it was a 
Green Sandpiper (Tringa ochropus). On the 26th we put it 
up twice and only saw it in flight, but on the 27th we got near 
it with glasses and watched it in brilliant sunshine feeding in 
the shallow water. FLORA RUSSELL. 

EARLY APPEARANCE OF GLAUCOUS GULL IN 
SUFFOLK. 

AT Lowestoft Harbour on September 23rd, 1921, I saw an 
example of the Glaucous Gull (Lams hyperboreus), a bird 
which was getting its pale grey back but was still faintly 
marked on- the wing-coverts, being apparently in the final 
stage before the adult plumage. It was still about on 
October 20th. I had already seen one on September 22nd, 
1918, and on September 18th, 1920, but the usual time for 
the appearance of this species is not till after mid-October. 
It seems not unreasonable to suppose that this individual 
may have formed the habit of early wandering during its 
first year. I will report next September if it appears in 
adult plumage. C. E. HAMOND. 

ALBINISTIC GULLS AND IVORY-GULLS. 
LIEUT.-COMMANDER C. E. HAMOND informs us that a white 
Gull came alongside his ship (H.M.S. " Ettrick ") at 7.30-8.0 
a.m. on October 30th, 1921, about ten miles south from the 
Galloper Light off the Essex coast; wind N. 4, sea 3. There 
had been a northerly gale just a week previously. In size 
the bird was about the same as a Kittiwake, but the wings 
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appeared long and narrow. Colour white, with a pale cream 
or ivory tint on the back and wing-coverts. Bill pale fleshy-
yellow ; feet pinkish. It came frequently within 10-15 yards, 
and was watched with glasses at intervals for about twenty 
minutes. Some twenty or thirty Kittiwakes were also about 
the ship at the same time. There seems very little doubt that 
this bird was an albino Kittiwake (Rissa t. tridactyla), and it 
is interesting to note that Mr. S. H. Smith (Naturalist, 1921, 
p. 364), records a white variety of the Kittiwake as seen in 
Bridlington Bay, Yorks., " during the autumn." This bird 
is described as pure white, bill ivory and legs [feet] white ; 
eyes apparently light brown. 

While writing on this subject I should like to refer to a 
record of a " probable " Ivory-Gull at Cardiff on April 3rd, 
1921 (Brit. Birds, anlea, p. 22). This bird was also white 
with the exception of some dark spots on the primaries, bill 
light, feet dark, and agreed exactly in size with the Common 
Gulls (L. canus), with which it was associating. Mr. G. C. S. 
Ingram suggests that this was an immature Ivory-Gull 
(Pagophila eMirnea). At the time I had no personal experience 
of the latter species in a wild state, but during the past summer 
we met with a good many in Spitsbergen, and had opportuni
ties of observing their habits and appearance. April is a very 
unlikely time for an Ivory-Gull to visit us, and it is quite 
improbable that a straggler would associate amicably with 
Common Gulls, or remain in the neighbourhood till June. 
The difference in size would also be striking, and the carriage 
is also quite different and would catch the eye even more than 
the size. The Ivory-Gull is a fierce and self-assertive bird, 
and will even drive the formidable Glaucous Gull (L. kyper-
boreus) from its prey. Whatever this bird was, and it may 
have been an albino of one of our smaller gulls, I do not think 
it can have been an Ivory-Gull. Mr. Ingram has kindly 
furnished some additional details, and adds that it was again 
seen on May 8th at Lisvane Reservoir by Mr. H. M. Salmon, 
who describes it as considerably larger than the Black-headed 
Gulls, but of similar build. On June 13th the bird was again 
seen at Sully Island, eight miles west of Cardiff. Here a very 
good view was obtained and the following details noted : eye 
dark, beak yellowish-green, feet slate : flight like that of a 
Tern or Black-headed Gull. At close quarters the vermilion 
ring round the eye of the Ivory-Gull would be perceptible. 
The colouring of the soft parts seems to suggest a Kittiwake 
rather than a Common or Black-headed Gull, but might well 
have been somewhat abnormal. F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 
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LATE STAY OF YELLOW WAGTAIL.—Dr. Norman H. joy 
reports seeing a Molacilla f. rayi near Reading, Berks, on 
October 20th, 1921. 

GREAT GREY SHRIKE IN DEVONSHIRE.—Cadets J. P. W. 
Furse and H. T. Bonham report that they saw a Lanius 
excubitor at Dartmouth on October 1st, 14th and 16th, 1921. 
On the first occasion he was seen to seize, kill and carry off a 
Long-tailed Tit from a mixed flock that was feeding on 
dandelion heads on the lawn in front of the Royal Naval 
College. 

LATE STAY OF RED-BACKED SHRIKE.—Cadets J. P. W. 
Furse and H. T. Bonham inform us that they identified a 
Lanius collurio at Dartmouth on October 30th, 1921. 

BUFF-COLOURED ROBIN IN SURREY.—Mrs. A. Patteson 
writes that she has had a buff-coloured Robin (Erithacus r. 
melophilus) in her garden at Limpsfield since the early summer. 
It is light buff all over with a red breast and cream-coloured 
tail and wing feathers. Two points of interest about it are 
that it appears to add a certain record to those that show 
that some British Robins are permanent residents and that 
it is the same colour now as it was before the autumn moult. 

BLACK REDSTART IN SUSSEX.—-Mr. P. Rickman writes that 
a male Ph. 0. gibraltariemis was shot at Berwick on November 
2nd, 1921. 

COMMON BUZZARD IN SUSSEX.—Professor Kennedy Orton 
informs us that he watched a Buteo b. buteo soaring over the 
Downs near Wilmington Hill on September 25th and 26th, 1921. 

GOLDEN-EYE IN SUSSEX.- -Mr. P. Rickman informs us that 
he shot an immature Bucephala c. clangula at Berwick on 
October 30th, 1921, an unusually early date for the Sussex coast. 

BREEDING HABITS OF THE TURNSTONE.—Corrections.—The 
photograph reproduced on page 177 is of the male bird, not 
female as stated. This correction was noted, unfortunately, 
too late for this alteration to be made before printing. 

Mr. Seton Gordon writes with reference to Mr. Paget 
Wilkes's statement [aniea, page 178) regarding the cock bird 
incubating when the eggs are within a day or two of hatching, 
that during his two days' watching of a nest with eggs on the 
point of hatching, he only once saw the cock incubating. 
Mr. Gordon also points out that on page 173, line 1, the date 
should read July 3rd-8th, not June 3rd-8th. 

LATE STAY OF LAND-RAIL IN HAMPSHIRE.—Mr. Gilbert W. 
Galton states that a Land-Rail {Crex crex) was killed by a dog 
at Christchurch, Hampshire, on January 8th, 1922. 
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