
HOTES 
REED-BUNTINGS FLOCKING IN SPRING. 

ON February 21st, 1922, I saw a small flock of Reed-Buntings 
(Emberiza s. schceniclus) in an orchard at Lowdham, Notts. 
I have known the species for fifty years but never saw a 
number together before. CHAS. E. PEARSON. 

[Of course it is usual to find Reed-Buntings in considerable 
numbers together on migration in autumn, but flocking in 
spring appears to be unusual.—EDS.] 

BEARDED TIT IN HAMPSHIRE. 
CAPT. H. BUXTON saw a male Bearded Tit (Panurus biarmicus) 
near the mouth of the river Meon, Hampshire, on February 
1st, 1922. The bird was very tame and appeared to be alone. 
Capt. Buxton watched it for some time and is familiar with 
the species in Norfolk. M. PORTAL 

WAXWINGS IN SHROPSHIRE. 
I have recently been shown a fine adult male Waxwing 
(Bomby cilia garrulns) shot out of a small party at Longden, 
near Shrewsbury. The crop was full of hips and haws. At 
the Llanerch, Churchstoke, where I reported a considerable 
flock on November 21st (antea, p. 188), small parties have 
continued to haunt the vicinity ever since up to the end of 
February. H. E. FORREST. 

RING-OUZEL IN WESTMORLAND IN WINTER. 
SINCE the end of December and up to February 13th, 1922, 
a Ring-Ouzel (Turdus t. torquaius), I think a female by the 
dingy tint of its white ring, has visited my bird table at 
Patterdale Hall every day for food. As Blackbirds (7". m. 
mcrula) have frequently been present also, a comparison was 
easy and there can be no doubt of the Ring-Ouzel's identity. 

LENORE F. MARSHALL 

EARLY ARRIVAL OF A SWALLOW. 
ON March 5th, 1922, at about 2.30 p.m., in bright sunshine, 
but with a very strong wind from W.S.W., Mr. W. E. Renaut, 
Mr. D. W. Musselwhite, my son and I spent a considerable 
time watching a Swallow (Hirundo r, rusticd). It was hawking 
for insects over a water-meadow by the Little Ouse, close 
to Euston, Suffolk. 
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It appeared to be in excellent condition and flew close to 
us quite unconcernedly. I think this must surely be a 
very early record for this species. NORMAN GILROY. 

[Two earlier records, viz. February 29th and March 2nd, 
are given in A Practical Handbook of British Birds, Vol. I.. 
p. 506.-—EDS.] 

PEREGRINE FALCONS IN LONDON. 
ON February 26th, 1922, at about 6 p.m., I saw two Peregrines 
(Falco peregrinus) flying over the Brompton Road, towards 
the Natural History Museum. They were flying at a 
considerable height, but I am in no doubt as to their identity. 
They breed close to my house every year and I have daily 
opportunities of observing them. LEWIS R. W. LOYD. 

THE SPOONBILL IN LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE. 
As recorded in the local press a Spoonbill (Platalea leucorodia), 
an adult male, was shot by Mr. G. H. Blair at Formby, 
Lancashire, on February 28th, 1922. There is, I believe, 
only one other published record of the bird in Lancashire, 
the one referring to the specimen in the Preston Museum 
which was shot on the Ribble in 1840. The Spoonbill does, 
however, occasionally visit the district on migration, and 
two occurrences are mentioned in The Vertebrate Fauna of 
Cheshire, one for the Dee, the other for Tatton Mere near 
Knutsford. In November 1913 another Spoonbill was shot 
in the Dee Estuary and was preserved, and in April 1920 
one or two birds visited inland waters. On April n t h Mr. 
J. B. Milner saw one rise from the pool at Tabley, and on the 
18th Mr. Rock saw one chased by Black-headed Gulls from 
Oakmere ; it is, of course, possible that these were one and 
the same bird. In both counties it is necessary to investigate 
all reports of " Spoonbills," for the name is constantly used 
by wildfowlers for the Shoveler. The Formby bird is at 
present in the hands of a taxidermist. T. A. COWARD. 

"SAW-BILLED DUCKS" WINTERING IN CHESHIRE. 
FOR eight or nine weeks an unusual number of " Saw-billed 
Ducks " frequented the Cheshire meres, moving from one 
to another of those waters which were at no great distance 
apart. On December 10th, 1921, Mr. Travers Hadfield saw 
twelve Goosanders (Mergus m. merganser) on Tatton Mere, 
five of these were old drakes. Since then, in varying numbers, 
and on various dates, these birds were seen by Mr. 
Hadfield, Mr. Easterby, Captain A. W. Boyd and myself, 
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on the waters at Tatton, Rostherne, Redesmere and Marbury, 
near Northwich. The largest number seen at one time was 
sixteen, on January 28th, 1922, but fourteen were together 
on February 4th and n t h . 

On January 28th the sixteen were accompanied by a 
single drake Smew (M. albellus) a bird in mature dress; it 
remained in the district until after February 22nd, when 
I found it swimming and flying with three Goldeneyes on 
Rostherne. A brown-headed Smew frequented Oakmere 
for about two weeks; it was seen by Captain Boyd and 
Mr. G. F . Gee on February n t h and later. 

A young drake Red-breasted Merganser (M. serrator) was 
with the Goosanders on Tatton on February 4th, and four 
brown-headed birds of the same species on Rostherne on 
February 12th. Eight of the Goosanders were on the mere 
at the same time, but as the water was in part ice-coated the 
birds were restless; the Mergansers swam and dived apart 
from the larger birds, but though we visited the meres on 
several occasions after that date we did not see them again. 

I am informed that a drake Smew " in almost full plumage " 
was shot at Pilling, in Lancashire, about the middle of January. 

Goosanders are fairly regular winter visitors to the Cheshire 
meres, but they seldom remain so long, nor have they 
previously to our knowledge come in such large numbers. 
Brown-headed Smews are also not infrequent, but mature 
drakes are very uncommon. Red-breasted Mergansers are 
rare visitors to the inland waters, though not infrequent in 
the estuaries. T. A. COWARD. 

RED-NECKED GREBE IN OXFORDSHIRE. 
A RED-NECKED GREBE (Podiceps g. griseigena) was picked 
up in a dying condition in the snow near Watlington, in 
South Oxfordshire, on February 12th, 1922, and has been set 
up by Rowland Ward for the Wallingford Literary Institute. 
Mr. R. R. Hutchinson kindly furnished me with particulars 
of this occurrence. F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

RED-NECKED AND SLAVONIAN GREBES IN 
DERBYSHIRE. 

MR. C. B. CHAMBERS informs me that on February 3rd, 1922, 
he shot a Slavonian Grebe (Podiceps awitus) on the 
Williamthorpe Reservoir, in north-east Derbyshire, which 
had been noticed there for a day or two previously. On 
February 5th, another Slavonian Grebe appeared on the 
same reservoir and remained there all day. 
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On February 5th and 6th, a Red-necked Grebe (P. g. 
griseigena) was seen on the large pond adjoining the Duck 
decoy in Hardwick Park. It showed its disapproval of close 
inspection by a sharp scolding "chat," repeated every four 
or five seconds. F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

SLAVONIAN GREBE IN CHESHIRE. 
ON February, 10th 1922, two examples of the Slavonian 
Grebe were shot by the keeper on Marbury Mere near Whit
church, Salop, but just over the Cheshire border. According 
to the keeper there were several more—presumably of the 
same species—on the mere. I see no recent occurrence is 
recorded in Coward's Fauna of Cheshire. H. E. FORREST. 

BLACK-NECKED GREBES IN Co. DUBLIN. 
ON January 8th, 1922, I saw on the estuary at Malahide 
a bird which I took to be a Slavonian Grebe (Podicefs auritus). 
However, some time later I saw a pair of similar birds and 
identified them by the slender rather up-tilted bills and the 
markings on the sides of the face as Black-necked Grebes 
(P. n. nigricollis). My wife has seen them several times since 
up to as late as February 22nd. E. G. HOPE JOHNSTONE. 

[A sketch sent to me bears out Mr. Hope Johnstone's 
identification.—H.F.W.] 

INLAND OCCURRENCES OF WADERS IN THE 
AUTUMN OF 1921. 

IT will be remembered that, at the suggestion of Mr. H. G. 
Alexander, those who are in the habit of watching birds at 
reservoirs and sewage-farms were invited (p. 160 antea) to 
send in their records of inland occurrences of Waders during 
the autumn of 1921. It was suggested that the effect of the 
drought in laying bare large stretches of mud might have 
provided more attractive halting places than usual, and that 
at a time when many normal feeding resorts were dry, so 
that the migrants would tend to be more concentrated 
and observations might furnish some information as to their 
cross-country fly-lines. Perhaps the suggestion came too 
late for full advantage to be taken of a possible opportunity 
of enlarging our knowledge on this point ; be this as it may, 
the response to the invitation has proved so meagre and the 
observations recorded are so discontinuous that no conclusions 
can be drawn from them. 

Mr. C. Oldham reports that he has never, since he started 
observing at the Tring Reservoirs (Herts) in 1908, seen so 
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many Waders as in this autumn and Mr. H. G. Alexander's 
records from the Upper Bittell Reservoir (N. Worcestershire) 
all refer to species that were absent in 1920, when the reservoir 
was unusually full. Capt. A. W. Boyd on the other hand 
expresses the opinion that at the Northwich (Cheshire) Meres, 
Waders were unusually scarce in the autumn of 1921, while 
in the only other reports sent in, from the Prestbury Sewage 
Farm (E. Cheshire) by Mr. R. M, Garnett and from the 
Walthamstow Reservoirs (Essex) by Mr. W. E. Glegg, no 
comparison has been drawn. 

It only remains therefore to place on record such 
occurrences as appear to be of interest from a local faunal 
aspect and these are :— 
THE RUFF (Philomachus pugnax).—Tring Reservoirs. A male 

on August 8th and 10th, two on the 14th and 18th, 
a female on September 4th and 25th, and a male on 
October 9th. 

Prestbury Sewage Farm. One on June 16th and 26th, 
two females on August 7th, and a male and two 
females on August 9th. 

THE CURLEW-SANDPIPER (Erolia ferruginea).—Tring Reser
voirs. Two on August 28th and one on September 
25th and October 9th. 

Upper Bittell Reservoir. Two on September 27th and 
one on the 30th. 

THE LITTLE STINT (E. m. minnta).—Tring Reservoirs. Three 
on September 25th, two adults on October 9th and 
one juvenile on October 16th. 

Upper Bittell Reservoir. Five on September 27th. 
Clifton Sewage Farm (S. Lancashire). Two on September 

5th (I. Whittaker). 
THE GREEN SANDPIPER (Tringa ochropus).—Tring Reservoirs. 

One on August 20th, two on the 28th and one on 
September 4 th. 

Walthamstow Reservoirs. One on August 20th and 27th. 
Upper Bittell Reservoir. One on August 12th and 26th. 
Northwich Meres. One on August 16th. 
Prestbury Sewage Farm. Frequently between June 19th 

and November 20th, in numbers up to five in a day. 
THE GREENSHANK (T. nebularia).—Tring Reservoirs. Two 

on August 18th, four on the 21st and one on the 28th. 
Northwich Meres. One from August 16th to 18th. 

THE BLACK-TAILED GODWIT {Limosa limosa).—Tring Reser
voirs. A juvenile on August 7th and an adult from 
September 25th to October 4th. 
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Records of the RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius hiaticula), 
DUNLIN (E. alpina) COMMON SANDPIPER (T. hypoleuca) 
and REDSHANK (7\ totanus) have been omitted, but in 
addition Mr. H. G. Alexander reports an immature 
CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax carbo) from the Upper 
Bittell Reservoir from August 12th to 19th, a R E D 
NECKED GREBE (Podiceps griseigena) on December 2nd 
and an immature BLACK TERN (Hydrochelidon nigra) 
on August 26th. N.F.T. 

AVOCETS WASHED UP IN LANCASHIRE. 
WHILE walking along the shore between Birkdale and 
Ainsdale (Lanes) on December n t h , 1921, I found the 
remains of three Avocets (Recurvirostm avosetta) along the 
high tide line. The beaks and legs were broken in each case 
but the plumage and feet rendered them unmistakeable. 
They had evidently been washed up by the tide. I am sending 
a pair of the wings for your inspection. F. K. BOSTON. 

GOLDEN ORIOLE IN WIGTOWNSHIRE.—Sir Herbert Maxwell 
records (Scot. Nat,, 1921, p. 132), that a friend of his repeatedly 
heard singing and eventually saw a Golden Oriole (Oriolus 
0. oriolus) in a plantation of young Scots pine and birch near 
Monreith, in June 1921. The bird was evidently a male, and 
there was no evidence of its having a mate. 

REPORTED PIED FLYCATCHER IN CO. MAYO.—Mr. J. Flinn 
of Tully Lodge, Louisburgh, reports (Field, Dec. 10, 1921, 
p. 758) that he captured a " female " Muscicapa hypoletwa 
fluttering against a window of his house about midnight on 
November 23rd, 1921. The bird was identified by reference 
to Howard Saunders's Manual and released next morning. 
As Mr. Flinn observes, the date is extraordinarily late. Only 
fourteen occurrences of the bird in Ireland have been noted. 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKERS NESTING IN ARGYLLSHIRE 
AND PERTHSHIRE.—With reference to the notes already 
published on the nesting of Dryobates major in Argyllshire 
(see Vol. XIV., pp. 62-63), it is interesting to note that 
Mr. J. H. P. Leschallas records (Scot. Nat. 1921, p . 154) the 
bird as nesting in 1921 in Glenfmart, Ardentinny (two nests 
found and possibly two other pairs) and at Castle Lachlan, 
Strachur, Loch Fyne (one nest seen with young). Mr. M. R. 
Tomlinson, on the same page of our contemporary, records 
finding a nest with young in 1921 in a wood in the Trossachs. 

GREEN SANDPIPER IN SUSSEX IN WINTER.—Mr. Charles G. 
Young writes that he put up a Tringa ochropus from a stream 
on the Crowhurst Marshes on February n t h , 1922. 
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THE INDIGENOUS SCOTTISH CAPERCAILLIE.—It has long been 
doubtful if a single specimen exists of the original Capercaillie 
of Scotland. Mr. H. S. Gladstone, in a careful paper (Scot. 
Nat., 1921, pp. 169-177) now brings forward good evidence 
to show that the male from the Allan Museum now in the 
Hancock Museum, Newcastle-on-Tyne, was in fact shot in 
Scotland. The bird originally belonged to Marmaduke 
Tunstall (1743-90) and was bought with the rest of the 
collection by his friend George Allan. In an Appendix to 
Fox's catalogue of the collection Mr. Gladstone finds an 
extract from a MS. volume by Allan in which it is stated 
that this bird " was shot in Scotland." As to the pair of 
Capercaillie from the Pennant collection in the British Museum 
(see British Birds, VII., p. 3), Mr. Gladstone considers that 
there is no evidence that they came from Scotland. 
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