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ORNITHOLOGICAL NOTES FROM NORFOLK 
FOR 1921. 

28TH ANNUAL REPORT. 
BY 

J. H. GURNEY, F.Z.S. 

(Assisted by Members of the Norwich Naturalists' Society.) 

IN presenting my Norfolk Report for 1921, I wish to thank 
correspondents in different parts of the county, without 
whose co-operation these annual notes could not be carried on. 

The Spring Migration.—Nothing very particular to remark 
except that Mr. Bird drew the attention of the Naturalists' 
Society to the fact that the Thrush and other familiar birds 
broke into song a good deal sooner than usual. April and 
May were uncommonly dry months, and rather birdless, the 
Chiffchaff was reported on March 19th, and a Wheatear on 
the 22nd (S. H. Long). It was in this month that the spring 
emigration of Waxwings took place, and this agrees with 
observations made by Mr. Coopman in Belgium, where on 
the 7th of March a troop of two hundred and fifty were seen at 
Sart (Le Gerfaut, 1921, fas. ii., p. 46), working their way to 
breeding quarters. 

SUMMER NOTES. 

The Drought.—The year 1921, with its miserable rainfall of 
only I5'8i (E. Knight), was one of the dryest on record, and 
naturally the drought had a great effect upon all animal life 
from rats upwards, some instances of which will be referred 
to under the birds which suffered. Game, of course, felt the 
lack of moisture in some of the dry parts of West Norfolk, 
and especially in the district of Thetford, where many young 
Partridges and Pheasants succumbed. In Mr. Bird's parish 
Partridges were seen trying to force their way through 
wire netting in order to quench their thirst at a pond 
on the other side, for there was no dew available, other 
cases in point might be cited, some were indeed brought 
forward at a meeting of the Naturalists' Society. On July 
1.7th Dr. Long saw a family party of four thirsty Green 
Woodpeckers come down to the edge of Langmere to 
drink. Insects of all kinds abounded—on June 22nd and 
24th the Elephant Hawk-Moth had emerged, and tens of 
thousands of Cockchafers. On the former date a large bird 
was seen near Keswick all through that sultry evening 
hawking the Cockchafers among the oak trees, it is believed 
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to have been a Hobby, but as its identification was not 
certain, it is omitted from the classified notes. 

As for agriculture, our farmers were almost in despair 
when they looked at the rootless fields, and at their wretched 
crops of barley, but the wheat being deeper-rooted was better, 
some of it yielding fourteen coombs to the acre at Keswick, 
and eighteen at Hethel. 

The Autumn Migration.—The autumn provided its 
customary arrivals of Rooks, Jackdaws and Starlings (these 
were seen at Cromer Knoll Lt.-v.), and there wasa particularly 
strong movement of Skylarks on October 25th. Of all the 
multitude of birds which make for Norfolk and Suffolk during 
the migratory month of October, the Skylark is the most 
numerous, and next comes the Starling, but what to put 
third it would be hard to say. The question may be asked 
where do these huge armies of Skylarks come from ? Probably 
they collect from the plains of Germany and Poland, but 
England can not be the ultimate destination of all of them. 
This great Skylark invasion was not observed in Lincolnshire 
by Mr. Caton Haigh ; on the other hand, he registered an 
immense passage of Starlings on October 6th and 7th, two 
very warm days, which does not appear to have had any 
counterpart on our coast. Skylarks are sometimes spoken 
of as being day migrants, but observations taken at our 
east coast lightships by no means point to their being 
exclusively so. Long ago my father's colleague, W. R. 
Fisher, repeatedly detected their arrival at a very early hour 
in the morning (see Zoologist, 1846, p. 1387), proving that 
they had been in flight during a part of the night. Not only 
this, but various later observations made by Mr. Patterson, 
and others who live on the coast confirm Fisher's views. 
Another point is that when these Skylarks come, their flocks 
are often scattered over a very large front, and it is the same 
with Rooks, Starlings, Chaffinches and other October migrants, 
which are nearly always widely spread throughout a consider
able area, although there may be intervals where few or 
none make land. The theory of fixed lines of migration 
across certain parts of the North Sea, which some have thought 
they could discover, must therefore not be too strongly 
insisted upon, at any rate Norfolk and Suffolk observations 
fail to confirm any such lines of travel during the annual 
autumn movement. 

It may be observed that while the Larks travel at a steady 
pace they do not seem to hurry themselves. If they fly at 
twenty-five miles an hour (which is Clarke's estimate), they 
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would cross from Holland to Norfolk in rather less than 
five hours provided a change in the wind did not cause a 
deviation of direction. 

PASSAGE OF GULLS. LOTUS argentaius, L. marinus, L. 
fuscus.—Every autumn since I was a boy, and probably for 
centuries before that, as October came round, so did" the 
annually recurring passage of Gulls attract attention on the 
rounded coast of Norfolk. Again and again have I heard 
visitors to Cromer ask where they were going, and why they 
all went the same way. At length their mysterious move
ments attracted the attention of Dr. B. B. Riviere, in whom 
their journeyings have at last found a capable exponent.* 

In the first place Dr. Riviere finds that, although the Gulls 
travel westward against the wind during a considerable 
part of the day, there is a return movement, which, com
mencing very early in the morning (even before daylight) 
has been overlooked. 

It is true it is a movement in much smaller numbers than 
the westerly flight, but its direction is distinctly eastward, 
and it would seem to begin during the night. Dr. Riviere, 
who has practically proved this by going to the shore at a 
very early hour, i.e. before sunrise—holds that this return 
movement is accounted for by a very large exodus of Gulls 
trom the extensive mudflats at Morston and Stiffkey where 
they are known to spend the night, and many probably 
come from Wells. With the assistance of Lt.-Com. Hamond, 
R.N., who is attached to the North Sea Fishing-Fleet, and 
who has often worked round the Dogger Bank and down the 
Norfolk coast, Dr. Riviere has established another point, 
viz. :—that the passages of Gulls off Yarmouth, Winterton, 
Cromer and Blakeney coincide with the duration of the 
herring fishery season, and from the same source he learns 
that Gulls attend the fleet on the fishing grounds in enormous 
numbers. As regards any attempt to count them, that is 
difficult, for when they pass Cromer or Cley they seem to 
go on in an almost unending sequence. I have tried to guess 
at their numbers by reckoning so many flocks per minute, 
and once stood on the shore at Overstrand doing so for two 
weary hours. Dr. Riviere has attempted the same method, 
and has arrived at totals of between fifteen and twenty 
thousand, indeed on one occasion, he and Mr. A. F. Sherlock 
obtained the astounding total of 72,000 Grills! This was 
their considered estimate of a passage which took place at 

* See Norwich Naturalists' Trans., Vol. XI. , pp. 104-127. 
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sea off Palling, on October 13th, 1913, and Dr. Riviere points 
out that it coincided precisely with a record catch of herrings. 
According to my journal the day was fine at Keswick, with 
little or no wind. 

Effect on the Gulls of the Failure of the Herring Season.— 
It was to be expected that the fact of the 1921 herring season 
(October and November) having been one of the worst on 
record, the number of Gulls would diminish, and with a 
view of ascertaining whether this was the case, I put myself 
in communication with Lt.-Com. Hamond, who writes as 
follows :—" The chief point I noticed in October (1921) was 
the unusual scarcity of Gulls at sea with the (herring) boats. 
There was a normal supply in the end of September and early 
October with the boats working off the Humber, that is 
50-200 Gulls following each drifter which had any fish on 
board. However, there was a great scarcity of Gulls among 
the fleets (of trawlers) working east of Yarmouth and 
Lowestoft in mid-October, I imagine owing to the heavy 
hauls of fish " 

Lt.-Com. Hamond adds that it was the 18th of October 
when the first big haul of herrings was made off the Norfolk 
coast, at which time he was among the trawlers, and was 
much surprised at the lack of Gulls, except Kittiwakes. 

WINTER NOTES. 

Sea-birds in Norwich.—Two rivers empty themselves into 
Breydon Broad, one of which, the Yare, joins the Wensum 
just below Norwich. One would not think that the dirty 
Wensum, which winds its narrow course through the City, 
could have much attraction for birds, nevertheless the Little 
Gull has been shot there, and at the close of December, 1921, 
this polluted stream was frequented by a Red-throated Diver 
(species identified by Mr. Clarke) whose place was taken after 
an interval of a few days by a Shag, and subsequently by 
two more Shags, one of which had been picked up in a garden 
and thrown into the river by a friendly hand. Dirty as is the 
water and closely lined with houses, it nevertheless contains 
eels and some small fish, and that these were the attraction 
which drew the sea-birds there can be little doubt, but how 
they knew they were there is a mystery only to be explained 
by supposing that birds possess a food-finding sense unknown 
to human beings. 

Apart from these sea-birds the winter was uneventful, 
except that between November 9th and December 31st, 
about twenty Little Auks were picked up, mostly within a 
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few miles of the sea, or on the shore, but these waifs have 
become too common to excite much curiosity. 

CLASSIFIED N O T E S . 

R O O K (Corvus f. frugilegus). 

Rooks eating dead Rabbits and Potatoes.—On May 5th 1 
was surprised to see some Rooks feeding on two half-grown 
Rabbits which they had found dead, and on July 29th the 
hungry birds were again consuming quite a large Rabbit at 
the same place. No doubt they were hard put to it, for their 
beaks could make no impression on the earth ; the surface-
worms were all dead, so that they had not this, their natural 
food, to feed on, wire-worms and grubs of all kind being equally 
scarce. Besides being carnivorous during this exceptionally 
dry year, the Rooks took a liberal toll of field-grown potatoes, 
not getting much for their pains however, for most of them 
were little bigger than walnuts for want of rain. 

Migration.—In October migratory Rooks came over, 
though I heard of none being washed up, and there was no 
particular inrush, but this was far from being the case in 
North Lincolnshire where Mr. Caton Haigh watched the 
greatest and most continuous flight he had ever seen on 
November 4th. The Rooks were going north-west, and so 
were sundry little parties which I saw at Keswick on the 
same day, all flying against the wind, which was not strong. 

GOLDEN ORIOLE (Oriolus orioliis). 

About the 1st of May a cock Oriole, a species which has not 
to my knowledge visited the county since 1909, was reported 
to be at West Winch and Runcton. Again on the 28th the 
loud and unmistakable flute call was recognised at Calthorpe 
by Mr. Robert Gurney, and on two subsequent days it was 
heard, but the bird was not seen. 

SKYLARK [Alauda a. arvensis). 

A Great Autumn Migration.—On Tuesday, October 25th, 
Dr. Long observed numbers of Larks flying west over Norwich, 
and on the same day the immigration of this abundant species 
reached its maximum at Southwold, where Mr. Doughty, 
who was sea-fishing, notes that they were coming over all day, 
while at Yarmouth, Mr. Patterson and Mr. Dye reported 
" extraordinarily large numbers," the latter adding tha t they 
were " flying close to the water to avoid the pressure of the 
wind, which was westerly." This assumption has been made 
before, and not unnaturally, but if it be the right one, why do 
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Skylarks still hug the waves when there is no wind ?* How 
far the migration extended I am unable to say, for ought 
we know it may have been many miles, and possibly was 
going on most of the night. My correspondent, Mr. Vincent, 
who keeps a daily journal, assures me that at Horsey, which 

DIRECTION OF THE W I N D ON OCTOBER 2 5 T H . 

lies north of Yarmouth, their numbers were " simply wonder
ful," and probably they were equally abundant over the 
intervening eleven miles. But Larks were by no means the 
only birds passing on that memorable day, yet I gather that 
no other species approached them in numbers. Mr. Vincent 
had entered the wind in his diary as " a light breeze from the 

* See Studies in Bird Migration, I I . , p. 14. 
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S.W.," while the Meteorological Office gave it as " West 
force 2 " (that is, a velocity of about twelve miles an hour) 
and the same on the Dutch coast. The Larks were therefore 
flying against the wind, but this can be better seen by a 
reference to the map, diurnal autumn migrants of whatever 
species seem to prefer a westerly wind, seldom arriving by 
day in the Cromer district with anything else.* 

Skylarks destructive to Wheat.—It is well known that 
Skylarks keep down many weeds, but. there are times when 
they are doing the hard-pressed farmer damage. It cannot 
be denied that these birds were destructive to a field of young 
wheat at Keswick at the end of October (20th to 31st, just 
when the migrants were pouring in); the damage being caused 
by their eating, or biting off, the growing blade. It was the 
grain that they were after evidently, but my bailiff, who knew 
their habits, found that if they could, not get down to it, 
they would snap off the blade, which in most cases is enough 
to prevent the grain sprouting again. More than once he 
discovered that the Larks, not to be beaten, had sucked out 
the germ or pulp of the grain, without actually uprooting 
it, the drilling having been too deep for them. 

GREY WAGTAIL (Motacilla c. cinerea) 
On April 30th, Mrs. Smith of Ellingham, remarked a pair 

of Grey Wagtails at the lock on the Waveney, a spot where 
nidification had been previously suspected by Dr. Ticehurst, 
and saw them carrying moss to a nest in the woodwork. 
Unfortunately all did not go well, for they were worried by 
a pair of Pied Wagtails, and their nest was forsaken when 
only half completed. Up to the present this species has not 
been known to have bred in Norfolk, although black-throated 
males have been sometimes seen. As an autumn visitor it 
is fairly common, but it was somewhat remarkable to hear of 
a couple in the middle of Norwich on September 30th and 
December 28th (Long). 

NUTHATCH (Sitia europcea britannica.) 
I am seldom without these amusing birds in one of my 

" boxes," and this year a pair hatched their full clutch of 
eggs and reared nine young ones, the largest family we have 
ever had. Why the unfortunates at the bottom were not 
suffocated passes my comprehension, as it was they survived, 

* In this connection the chart of twenty-five consecutive Octobers, 
nearly all spent on the Norfolk coast, by Dr. F . D. Power, is well 
worth consulting. 
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and all got away safely on May 26th. Besides being a skilful 
mason, the Nuthatch has other good qualities, he is a very 
provident bird, never oblivious of the future ; nuts placed 
upon a window-sill he declines to eat in our presence, but will 
always carry them away to hide or bury. One effect of this 
procedure is that a neighbour of mine occasionally finds self-
sown hazels growing up in rather odd places, the nuts having 
been long since forgotten by the bird that concealed them. 
Nuthatches also have a very frequent habit of inserting 
seeds of the common laurel into the interstices of oak bark, 
the habit is analagous to the wedging of acorns by a Californian 
Woodpecker Melanerpcs formicarius. 

BEARDED TITMOUSE (Panurus b. biarmicus). 
These pretty reedlings keep up their numbers, but it is 

entirely owing to protection that they do so. Under date of 
March 1st, Mr. Farman writes of there being quite a good 
many in certain places on the Waveney, and on the 31st 
of that month nests were found in another locality already 
containing six and three eggs. 

V/AXWING (Bombycilla garrnlus). 
Double Migration of the Waxwing.—On February 3rd, 

Mr. B. Dye announced three Waxwings at Hemsby, while 
in March there was a spring emigration of these birds, 
which were now on their return to Europe after wintering 
in England. At the beginning of November, a fresh immigra
tion set in from the Continent—the strongest since 1913-14— 
the tired travellers arriving singly (Vincent) or in flocks up 
to fourteen (Barclay). Their hunt for berries soon led them 
into gardens where their tameness indicated hunger, and 
one or two were presently picked up dead. At Gorleston, 
Mr. Doughty tells me some resorted to a solitary thorn bush 
which grows in the High Street, and remained there several 
days unmolested, while five are noted by Mr. Dye in the 
garden of the Workhouse at Yarmouth, and four in the 
allotment gardens. On the whole, people were content to 
watch and not destroy them. Mr. Cat on Haigh reports 
small flocks in several places in Lincolnshire. 

WOOD-WARBLER (Phylloscopus s. sibilatrix). 
The status of the Wood-Warbler in Norfolk has not been 

properly determined, either it is very rare or it is overlooked. 
Mr. Tracey meets with it near Lynn, and it has been found at 
Harling ; on May 21st he knew of a nest with five eggs at 
Castle Rising, which hatched on June 4th. Towards the end 
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of July the same pair of Warblers again nested within five 
yards of the first site, and young were hatched, but 
unfortunately fell victims to a weasel. Stevenson seems 
not to have considered this species uncommon. 

ICTERINE WARBLER (Hippolais icterina). 
On August 20th, a Warbler in a hedge at Cromer was 

identified by Mrs. Watham as of this species. Although this 
cannot be accepted with certainty, there is no doubt about 
another obtained on September 5th by Mr. Arnold (Wind N.W. 
-N.E.). Accepting the Cromer occurrence, the number for 
Norfolk now stands at nine. No Red-breasted Flycatchers 
or Yellow-browed Warblers were seen this year, but one of 
the latter was obtained in Lincolnshire by Mr. Haigh. 

SWALLOW (Hirundo r. rusiica). 
On March 25th, two Swallows were resting on the telegraph 

wires at Bacton, which is by the sea, where they were identified 
by Mr. John Moore, this being the earliest spring record for 
the county. But although they came before their time the 
subsequent supply was exceedingly small, which led to many 
conjectures as to the reason of their scarcity, the more so 
as Martins (Chelidon u. urbica) were nearly up to their usual 
level. 

GREATER SPOTTED WOODPECKER (Dryobates major anglicus). 
In a former volume (B.B., IX., p. 250), Mr. Syers recorded 

the unusual circumstance of a Woodpecker corning to feed at 
a " bird-table " and the same thing occurred here at a neigh
bour's house in December, when such a brilliant visitor 
afforded much pleasure to everybody except the Nuthatches 
for whom the provender was intended. 

LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER (D. minor). 
One at Keswick on January 19th identified as it flew out of 

a small plantation; during this month Woodpeckers, both 
D. minor and Picus viridis, I believe—were feeding on the 
grubs of Tetropium gabrieli (Thouless). The spring rattle 
of D. minor comminuius is quite as loud as that of D. m. 
anglicus. 

GREEN WOODPECKER (Picus viridis). 

Chirping of the young.—To Mr. Owen's excellent notes 
(B.B., XV., p. 61) I should like to add a very few remarks. 
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On June 29th from a hole at Northrepps, excavated at a 
height of only three feet and a half, and full of young ones, 
there proceeded a continuous and not unmusical chirping, 
rather difficult to describe. This singular chant increases 
with the growth of the nestlings, and is loudest when they are 
almost ready to fly, but as it is audible fifty yards away it 
must often lead to detection. This nest, was in a birch tree 
but a second found on July 14th was in an oak, which later 
snapped off in a gale. As in dividing it disclosed the Wood
pecker's hole, I took some measurements :— 

Entrance (round) 
,, (diameter) 

Depth of shaft 
Width „ „ 

,, ,, ,,. lower 
Shape 
Nest hole 

4J inches 
3 >> 

19 „ 
8 „ 
7 .. 

nearly cylindrical 
quite clean. 

The heart of the tree was not sound, which was probably 
known to the Woodpeckers before they began to hew. 
Although the chips at the foot of the tree are the best means 
of discovering a nest, they do not always mean that the hole 
is tenanted, for Woodpeckers have a habit of sometimes 
making several excavations before the downward shaft is 
finally begun. 

BARN-OWL (Tyto a. alba). 
Owls preying upon Moles.—Owing to the drought in June 

and July, the two driest months of the year, moles had to 
die or to come above ground, and many must have perished, 
for they could neither feed nor burrow. One result of this 
was that Owls began to prey upon them. Now a mole is not 
greatly to the taste of a Barn-Owl, nor indeed of any bird of 
prey, however, they had to eat them in default of field-mice, 
rejecting the indigestible parts of course. On July 29th the 
dried-up remains of no less than nine moles were lying under 
one Barn-Owl's " tub," besides another at a little distance, 
which had been dropped in the night. Not very long before 
this testimony to the Barn-Owl's utility was being displayed 
—namely on March nth—fourteen dead Barn-Owls were to 
be seen suspended with other " vermin " on an estate not very 
far from here. I did not see them but have it on unimpeachable 
authority. Expostulations were at once made, and I hope 
there is an end to such mistaken persecution. 
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SHORT-EARED OWL (Asio flammeus). 
Nidifwation.---The nest of this Owl is little more than a 

depression, merely a few bents of Carcx or J uncus, and by 
no means wide, the measurement of six inches by five being 
just large enough to accommodate its large complement of 
eggs. On May 28th one of my correspondents who had been 
watching a pair, found their abode containing one fledgling 
which the hen was brooding, while at a little distance were 
two more. The next day my friend, happening to be near 
the nest again, was witness to a novel incident, as the male 
Owl was settling and rising, a hen Pheasant which no doubt 
had young ones not far off, attacked him, charging full tilt 
and plucking out some feathers, whereupon the Owl retired 
discomfited. Mr. Bird has reason to believe that a second 
pair bred in the same locality. 

ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD (Buteo lagopus). 
Only two reported, and no Common Buzzards nor were 

there any Honey-Buzzards in September to arouse the 
wrath of our zealous gamekeepers. 

SPOONBILL (Platalea I. leucorodia). 
The Protection afforded to Spoonbills.—A Spoonbill put in 

an appearance on Breydon Broad, on June 5th (S.E.4), and 
was joined by another on the 13th (N.N.W.3), and these 
proved to be the only ones this year, which was perhaps one 
effect of the drought. The Watcher employed by the 
Breydon Wild-Birds Protection Society was on duty from 
March 31st to August 17th, and no doubt saved the lives of 
these and other birds from roving gunners who do not respect 
the law. There had already been, as I learn from Mr. Clifford 
Borrer, a party of six Spoonbills at the end of May on 
Salthouse Broad, where they stayed a week or so, and on 
June 7th, another turned up. Owing to breaches in the 
sea-wall, this Broad, which was drained, has now almost 
returned to its original condition, all the marshes being under 
water, which ought to prove a great attraction to birds. 

Dr. Long learns from one of his correspondents that the 
Spoonbills at Naardermeer did exceptionally well in 1921, 
and also that for the first time a pair hatched off on Texel 
Island. 

GREY LAG-GOOSE {Anser anser). 
Two seen with a White-fronted Goose on October 23rd 

on Tompson Lake by Dr. Long. 
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BRENT GOOSE (Branta bernicla). 

One picked up at Northrepps, in December, is dark-breasted 
(Davy), but the validity of this form is not allowed in the 
Practical Handbook of Byitish Birds II., p. 255. 

GARGANEY (Anas querquedula). 
First seen on March 19th, and on May 7th there was a 

clutch of eggs on one of the Broads, while later a nest was 
reported on Tompson Water, and Dr. Long heard of another 
at Hargham. If the weather be open the peculiar " crick " 
of the Garganey is to be heard very early in the year. 

POCHARD (Nyroca ferina). 
Miss Turner, writing on December 8th, speaks of there 

being quite a crowd of Pochards at Hickling, where, on the 
17th, Mr. Montagu shot a hybrid, believed to be a cross between 
this species and the Tufted Duck. 

EIDER DUCK (Somateria m. mollissima). 

During the latter part of September, a male in change 
was seen off Blakeney by Dr. Long. 

GANNET (Sula bassana). 
During the latter part of the Yarmouth herring-fishery 

season, several Gannets were washed ashore, poor starving 
birds, some of them with pieces of net twisted round their 
necks. Miss Ferrier counted six on the beach at Hemsby, and 
Mr. Doughty as many as nine at Gorleston, besides remarking 
great numbers of moulted feathers on the sand. One Gannet 
was seen to snatch a piece of liver before the ravenous Gulls, 
to which the skipper of the trawler had thrown the morsel, 
could get it (Matthews). 

They are a great nuisance to the fishermen, who, when they 
get a bad entanglement, do not scruple to use the knife and 
sever a wing or two, rather than waste time over a lengthy 
liberation. 

FORK-TAILED PETREL (Oceanodroma leucorrhoa). 

One picked up at Norwich near the river, October 15th 
(Gunn), and another found on November 7th, at South 
Walsham (Sir Bartle Frere). No Storm-Petrels have been 
reported. 

FULMAR (Fulmarus glacialis). 
The year never passes without one or two Fulmars being 

washed up. A couple were found at Corton by Mr. Cook 
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on November 13th and 19th, and two more at Hemsby by 
Miss Ferrier about the same time, as well as one at Blakeney, 
while a sixth was seen at sea (Matthews). Subsequently 
(January 1922) four more were thrown up at Blakeney and 
discovered by the Watcher at high tide mark. It must have 
been starvation which accounted for so many corpses, unless 
they were thrown out of herring-nets by the " drifters." 

BLACK-NECKED GREBE (Podiceps n. nigricollis). 
On May 7th one turned up on the Broads and remained a 

few days but I did not succeed in getting a view of it, and 
about the same time a Grebe which answered to the description 
of this species was seen by Mr. Buxton on Hoveton Broad. 

GEE AT CRESTED GREBE (Podiceps c. crisfalus). 
At a recent meeting of the Naturalists' Society, the Rev. 

Morris Bird reported two nests on February 21st. This early 
nidification he attributed to the drought, and to the same 
cause was probably due the death of some Grebes in April, 
which had been partaking too freely of some aquatic vegetable 
matter (? Potamogeton) with the result that a hard ball was 
formed in the gizzard, which would not pass (J. Vincent). 

WOOD-PIGEON (Columba p. palumbus). 
December was marked as usual by large arrivals of Wood-

Pigeons, which some think come from Scotland, some from 
abroad. Anyhow, not content with their legitimate food of 
acorns, they presently attacked the sainfoin. As this was the 
only kind of hay which had withstood the long drought, and 
of that there was not much, their depredations were most 
unwelcome. Pigeons are not easy birds to shoot, even with 
decoys, but at Witchingham, where special artifices have been 
employed and where the woods are large, the following bags 
were made—130, 115, 105, 80, 60, which to one gun must be 
almost a record for the county. 

GOLDEN PLOVER (Charadrius apricarius). 

Several times flocks of 100 and 200 were seen passing over 
Norwich in the early morning by Mr. W. G. Clarke, and I 
hear from Sir Digby Pigott of a congregation of very unusual 
dimensions which settled in a field at Langham in November, 
several hundreds at least, but they were unapproachable. 

R U F F (Philomachus pugnax). 
Reeves arrived in the usual district on April 4th and on 

May 8th two males with frills were to be seen, but on going 
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to the same spot with Colonel Cooper on the io th they 
had gone, so they would only have been on passage. Dr. 
Long believes that no eggs were laid on any of the Broads 
or marshes. 

W O O D - S A N D P I P E R (Tringa glareola). 

This Sandpiper was noticed both on its spring and autumn 
passage. On the former it seems to prefer the larger Broads ; 
on the latter the sea coast. 

SANDWICH T E R N (Sterna s. sandvicensis). 

Nidification.—On May 29th the Naturalists ' Society was 
invited to meet Professor Oliver at the Nature Reserve, 
Blakeney Point. There was a large attendance of members 
and their friends, who inspected such local rarities as the 
Oyster Plant, Suaeda fructicosa, etc., and a Sandwich Tern's 
nest containing one egg. I did not see the nest, but learn 
from Mr. Clifford Borrer tha t it was a mere scrape in the 
sand, fortunately high enough on the ridge to escape the 
high tides, which have so often been destructive to this Tern 
settlement. If flying about with a fish in its mouth is a proof 
of having young ones, this fine Tern bred here long ago 
(Zoologist, 1896, p . 174). 

L A R I D * : . 

Starving Sea-Gulls.—The principal passage of Gulls, Larus 
argentatus, L. marinus and L, fuscus, which, as has been 
shown, is so intimately connected with the success or failure 
of the herring fishery, was registered by Mr. Cole as taking 
place this year at Cromer on October 18th, 19th and 21st. 
Many of the Black-backs and Herring-Gulls following the 
herring " drifters " for what they could get, appear to have 
been ravenous with hunger ; Mr. Harrison Matthews, who was 
at sea on a trawler, describes the extraordinary scrambles 
for fish refuse thrown overboard from time to t ime. 

KITTIWAKE (Rissa tridaclyla). 

In course of conversation Mr. Matthews was told by the 
skipper of the " Agnes Mutten " tha t he had seen " a pure 
white Ki t ty . " Neither the date nor the exact locality are 
obtainable, but this was in all probability the bird already 
recorded by Mr. Jourdain (B.B., XV., p . 214). Fifty per cent 
of the Gulls which followed the trawlers were of this species, 
and tha t after Christmas when most of them ought to have 
left for the south. 
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GREAT SKUA (Stercorarius s. skua). 

On September 22nd a Great Skua was seen by Mr. A. H. 
Macpherson to attack a Black-headed Gull at Cley, which 
after rising to a considerable height disgorged its food into 
the sea, where the Skua quickly followed it. There has been 
a good deal of confusion about this bird, and some of the 
Norfolk records—e.g., Cromer, July 1872—are hardly to be 
trusted. 

BLACK GROUSE (Lyrurus tetrix). 

Two handsome hybrids between this species and the 
Pheasant were shot, as I learn from Mr. H. S. Gladstone, at 
Hunstanton Hall in November, the Grey-hen parent having 
been the produce of some imported eggs. As far back as 1866 
Stevenson mentions Black Grouse as being occasionally shot 
on this estate, and both here and at Sandringham there is 
ground which is not unsuited to their habits, yet it would 
be too much to believe that any descendants of the native 
race still exist. 
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