
LETTERS 
DIVER, REPORTED AS COLYMBVS AD AM SI I, OBTAINED 

AT LOCH FYNE, ARGYLLSHIRE, AUTUMN 1893. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—-In Mr. Witherby's paper on the White-billed Northern Diver 
(antea, pp. 9-12) he states tha t he has been unable to trace the above 
bird. In Sharpe's Handbook to the Birds of Great Britain, Vol. IV., 
p. 304, (addenda) is the following note :—• 

" Colymbus adamsi, 
'' During a recent visit to Manchester, I found a young bird of this 

species in the very interesting collection of Mr. Bulkeley Allen a t 
Altrincham, The specimen was shot a t Achaglachgach, Loch Fyne , 
by a keeper named Ebenezer Burgess, late in the autumn of 1893." 

Mr. Allen's collection is now a t the Manchester Grammar School, and 
Mr. F . A. Bruton, of that school, has kindly allowed me to see the 
specimen and given me a copy of the entry in the catalogue relating 
to it, which is as follows :— 
" N o . 33. GREAT NORTHERN D I V E R (Colymbus glacialis OR adamsi). 

" This bird, which I supposed to be an immature Great Northern 
Diver, was sent to me from Achaglachgach, Loch Fyne, by my brother 's 
keeper, Ebenezer Burgess. Mr. Bowdler Sharpe, who saw my bird 
on March 16th 1897, expressed great doubt whether it was not the 
White-billed Diver, C. adamsi." 

I have compared the bird with the illustrations given in Mr. Witherby's 
article and, judging from the bill, the bird is C. immer. The upper 
line of the upper mandible descends towards the t ip and the general 
shape of the bill resembles those of other Great Northern Divers in 
the collection. As the bird is cased I cannot give any details as to 
the shafts of the primaries. 

Mr. Bruton has kindly given me permission to photograph the bird 
and I hope to let you have a print in the course of a few days. 

N. ABBOTT. 

DAVENPORT GREEN, WILMSLOW, CHESHIRE, June 17th, .1922. 

[The photograph kindly sent confirms Mr. Abbott 's opinion.— 
H.F.W.j 

T H E RACES OF E I D E R DUCKS. 
To the Editors of B R I T I S H B I R D S . 

SIRS,—In his reply to Mrs. Meinertzhagen's note (antea, p . 32),. 
Mr. Robinson quotes me {British Birds, Vol. I., p . 74) as saying t he 
colour a t the base of the beak in freshly-killed adult male Common 
Eiders shot in Orkney is orange-yellow. I never wrote anything so 
foolishly wrong. A reference to Vol. I., p. 74, will show tha t the words 
I wrote were " a d u l t drakes have a yellow base to the bill," no mention 
of the word orange, and I shall be glad in future if Mr. Robinson, when 
he does think fit to quote me, will do so correctly. 

I have gone through all my notebooks, also examined all the notes 
of colour of soft parts written by me on the labels of the numerous 
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Eiders in my collection, data carefully noted when I shot the birds, 
and in no single instance have I ever used the word orange, .in fact 
I never saw any orange in the beak of 5, in. mollissima, 

A brief summary of these notes may be of interest:—• 
o juv, i s t feather.—Upper mandible pale green. 

Lower mandible, pale blackish-grey. 
cj is t winter.—Pale sea-green, t ip whitish. 
o* 16-20 months.—Bluish-grey, base yellowish, nail white. 
S Adult.—Base yellow to greenish-yellow, rest of beak green. 
o* Adult in " eclipse.".—Bluish-grey, base yellow. 
Regarding S. m, borealis being a good race, I would refer readers 

to my remarks in British Birds, Vol. I., p . 73 ; after going into the 
matter very fully with Mr. E. L. Schioler and Dr. C. B. Ticehurst 
some time ago, I see no reason to modify what I then wrote. If you 
are going to make a race or sub-species solely on the depth of colour 
in beak, you are surely going to fall into line with those who would 
have us divide Anser anser into two races, Anser anser and Anser 
rubrirostris (F. Coburn, Bull. B.O.C., XII . , p . 80) which, in my opinion, 
is as wrong as it is absurd. F. W. SMALLEY. 
ist June, 1922. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,.—In my reference to Mr. Smalley in my last letter, I find tha t 
I have misquoted him in making him say " orange-yellow " ; it should 
be "yellow." H. W. ROBINSON. 

SUPPOSED PHEASANTxBLACK GROUSE HYBRID IN 
NORFOLK. 

To the Editors of B R I T I S H B I R D S . 

SIRS,-—Mr. S. L. Whymper, who was present when the two supposed 
PheasantxBlack Grouse hybrids were shot a t Hunstanton (Brit. Birds, 
Vol. XV., p . 292) informs me that one of them was sent by his direction 
to the Natural History Museum, where i t was not considered to 
show any Grouse blood, but to be merely a cross between Phasianus 
colchicus and P. versicolor. I t is desirable that this mistake should 
be corrected. J. H. G D E N E Y . 

KESWICK, NORFOLK. 
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