
LETTERS 
SUPPOSED PHEASANT AND BLACKGROUSE HYBRID IN 

NORFOLK. 
To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—I am afraid I have inadvertently made it appear as if the 
remarkable hybrids shot a t Hunstanton (B.B., XV., 292, XVI., 60) 
had been wrongly identified by Mr. Gladstone, who in fact never saw 
them. I trusted to the identification of Mr. Robartes, Mr. Oliverson, 
and the head gamekeeper, but the verification of cross-breeds is never 
an easy task. J. H. GURNEY. 
KESWICK HALL, NORFOLK. 

THE MOULT OF THE COMMON SCOTER. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—In A Practical Handbook of British Birds, Vol. II., p. 369, 
Mrs. Meinertzhagen states of the adult male Common Scoter (Oidemia 
n. nigra) tha t there probably is a partial moult in April, involving the 
feathers of the head and neck and a few of the body. I believe, however, 
tha t body-feathers growing in April cannot be ascribed to a spring 
moult. The examination of the inner skin of about 100 " old " birds 
(67 males and 40 females) received last winter (November till May), 
gave the following results:— 

Adult male.—November birds, all with growing flight- and tail-
feathers, showed a more or less strong moult of the flank-feathers and 
sometimes some growing feathers on the breast and belly, though this 
was an exception ; the head and neck always showed a certain degree 
of moult ; the back was only in a few cases examined. From December 
to mid-February a variable number of growing feathers was found on 
the sides of the body and on the head and neck, while fairly often 
some of the tail-feathers were growing. About the middle of February, 
though no males examined had really finished moulting, some of them 
showed only the last traces of their autumn moult. Others, however, 
at the end of February were still moulting rather strongly on the flanks 
and their tail-feathers were growing, and this latter fact indicated 
that they had not yet finished their autumn moult. I think, therefore, 
tha t birds growing fea+hers on the flanks and on the head and upper 
neck, but not in the tail, in March, April and the beginning of May, 
may also be finishing their autumn moult. More material, perhaps, 
will show that the tail-feathers sometimes moult much later, even until 
April. 

Adult female.—In November birds, all with growing flight- and tail-
feathers, the moult of the body-plumage (back not examined) was not 
restricted to the flanks (and the head and neck) but it often (perhaps 
mostly) involved many feathers of the rest of the under-parts as well, 
the breast and belly often showing a strong moult From December 
to March all birds were moulting their body-feathers (head, neck, 
flanks, often the feathers of breast and belly but the latter in varying 
degree) and now and then birds with growing tail-feathers occurred. 
Of six females received between February 15th and March 15th, two 
birds showed no moult and three the last traces of moult on the chin ; 
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the sixth, however (received alive on March 10th), showed strong moult 
all over the body, and the tail-feathers were growing. If we again 
assume tha t growing tail-feathers indicate autumn moult, we rind this 
bird finishing its autumn, and not beginning the spring moult. The 
only female (bred in 1920) received later, viz. on May 4th, showed a 
little down moult on the neck and upper head (rest of autumn moult) 
and new nesting down growing on the lower breast and belly. This 
female had, like a male received on the same day, some very worn 
and certainly old unmoulted rectrices. 

I found no difference in the moult or moulting-period in females 
one to two years old and older ones. In males I was not able to 
establish this difference in age in the usual way by examining their 
sexual organs. Of course the discrimination of young and old birds 
only holds good in assuming tha t Oidemia nigra never breeds in its 
first summer. JAN V E R W E Y . 
NOORDWIJK H A A N ZEE, HOLLAND, June 4th, 1922. 

FIRST RECORD OF BREEDING OF T H E SCAUP-DUCK. 
To the Editors of B R I T I S H B I R D S , 

SIRS,—I read in the July number the notice of my very dear old 
friend Heatley Noble's death, by H. M. W. In it he says that he 
thinks Noble was the first to find the Scaup breeding in the British Isles. 
As a matter of fact, I found these birds, and having watched them for 
some days saw tha t they were going to breed. Having made certain 
of this and located them to a very small area, I wired Heatley Noble, 
who was some 100 miles away south. I knew he would be keen to 
see the first really authenticated nest. He came up, and by that time 
I had seen the female come off a tiny little island in the loch. The 
difficulty was a boat. However, i t was possible to get it before it 
was required for the fishers. I rowed him out to the island—about 
half an acre, and bare except for a few rushes on the margin. I t only 
took three minutes to find the nest, with two eggs, and just enough 
down to identify it. We rowed back immediately, as the fishers were 
just coming, and we didn't want to be seen by the island. We took 
the nest, with nine eggs, later, when she began to sit. I gave Noble 
four eggs and kept five, and we shared the down. There were two 
females and one male, and I got the nest of the other three weeks after 
sent by my ghillie. Noble undertook to record the finding of this 
nest, but somehow my name did not appear to be associated with it. 
I am no writer myself and let it go; but I most certainly discovered 
this first occurrence of nesting of Scaup. 

R. SANDEMAN. 
CRICKHOWKIX, BRECONSHIRE. July 17th, 1922. 

[Although Col. Sandeman was referred to as " Captain S " in the 
first record (Ann. Scot. N.H., 1899, P- 2 I 5 ) . in his article on " Identifica
tion of Ducks' Eggs " in British Birds, Vol. I I . , Heatley Noble wrote 
under Scaup-Duck (p. 38) : " On June 14th, 1899, Capt. Sandeman 
and I were fortunate enough to find the first authentic nest of this 
species in Scotland." E D S . ] . 

THE BREEDING OF T H E PINTAIL ON LOCH LEVEN. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—Referring to the statement in the obituary notice of Heatley 
Noble (antea, p . 58), that he " surprised Scottish naturalists with eggs 
and down of Pintail from Loch Leven," may I point out tha t the 
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breeding of the Pintail on tha t loch was fully established—several 
nests with eggs being found—in May 1898, and the facts recorded in 
the Ann, Scot. Nat. Hist, the same year, i.e., the year before Noble 
took his eggs and down. WILLIAM EVANS. 
EDINBURGH, July 3rd, 1922. 

NOTE OF T H E BLACKCOCK. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—As regards Mr. W. S. Medlicott's remarks on this subject 
(antea, p. 56), it is generally recognised tha t it is most difficult to imitate 
the note of a bird by a selection of human consonants. Mr. Medlicott 
asks if the note " Wood-a-wood-wood-wood-worroo " is known and 
I think that this must be the note which I endeavoured to describe 
in my Birds of Dumfriesshire {1910, p . 322) as, This " burrling " (as 
i t is called locally) note which, a t a distance, sounds like a curling-stone 
travelling on keen ice, I have often heard uttered within a few feet of 
me, and may be syllabled " terrar-terrar-terrar-terrar-techekikeka-
terarto." The syllables " techekikeka " (a sort of sneeze) can only 
be heard when close to the bird and if these are eliminated it will, I 
think, be agreed tha t the notes as rendered by Mr. Medlicott and by 
me are not unlike. I am not prepared to say definitely whether this 
is " a mating note " or not but on the many occasions and, a t the 
various seasons, when I have heard it the Blackcock has always been 
indulging in some sort of display. H U G H S. GLADSTONE. 
CAPENOCH. 

AERIAL DISPLAY OF T H E BITTERN. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—Writing in 1919 (Vol. XI I I . , p, 9), I said that only the female 
Bittern (Botaurus s. stellar is) was to be seen on the wing during the 
daytime. I wish to correct this statement. During 1921 and 1922 
I have seen from four to six Bitterns, mostly males, playing together 
in the air over a certain spot. These displays take place a t various 
hours, but generally in the early morning and towards the evening. 
The Bitterns circle round each other, soaring like Gulls. Sometimes 
they shoot rapidly upwards and plane down. When they disperse 
two of them rise high in the air and make a bee-line for another area 
three miles away. The others also return to distant spots. I t would 
seem as though they collected in various areas in order to indulge in 
these aerial displays* Sometimes one or two females join in this 
social dance, but as they take place chiefly in the height of the breeding-
season the females do not devote much time to amusement. 

I have also seen a male join his mate and accompany her to the 
feeding ground if she happens to pass over him on her way to and 
from the nest. 

My earlier statement was correct when written, and a t a time when 
there appeared to be more females than males. 

Similar displays have also been observed in other breeding areas 
where the Bittern has increased in numbers. At the time of writing 
these wonderful and interesting flights have almost ceased; the 
booming too, is, becoming uncertain and broken. 
June 21st, 1922. E. L. TURNER. 
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