
NOTES 
AN UNUSUAL NESTING SITE OF JAY. 

THE site chosen for its nest by the Jay (G. g. rufitergum), 
shows as a rule so little variation that the following instance 
seems worthy of notice. At Bnrdelys Manor, Stagsden, in 
Bedfordshire, a nest was built in 1922 on one of the horizontal 
branches of a pear tree growing against the side of the house, 
the nest being placed against the. wall and immediately below 
the projecting eaves and within one foot of a bedroom 
window. 

The nest was robbed, but a brood was subsequently reared 
near at hand and as a further proof of the familiarity of this 
family, when I was last at the farm, two of the young were 
perching on a water tub alongside the house door and there 
being fed by their parent. 

Perhaps I ought to add that during the earlier part of the 
year this farm house was empty, and, maybe partly for this 
reason, a pair of Magpies had selected an oak tree within the 
garden for their nest, and also a vixen had a litter of cubs in 
the bank of the moat, under 44 yards and 20 yards distance 
respectively from the house. J. S. ELLIOTT. 

LARGE CLUTCHES OF GREENFINCH AND HEDGE-
SPARROW. 

ON June 28th, 1922, in Hertfordshire, I found a nest of 
Greenfinch (Chloris c. chloris) with seven eggs, an unusually 
large clutch, and on June 16th, 1920, in Cumberland, I took 
a nest of Hedge-Sparrow (Prunella m. occidentalis) with six 
eggs. PERCY RENDALL. 

[Clutches of seven are unusual in the case of the Greenfinch, 
though I have twice met with this number personally, on both 
occasions in south-west Derbyshire. Messrs. J. M. Goodall 
and W. E. Renaut have also similar sets in their collections, 
and the late A. B. Farn had a clutch of eight eggs from Essex. 
The six set of Hedge-Sparrows' eggs is less rare and has been 
met with on a good many occasions, e.g., in Berkshire (F..W. 
Proctor), Denbigh (S. G. Cummings), Herts (A. Ellison), 
Derbyshire (F. C. R. Jourdain), Gloucester (B. Davies), as 
well as by D. H. Meares, A. B. Farn and others. 

F. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE TWITE IN THE PENNINES. 
THE Twite {Carduelis f. flavirostris) nests in small colonies in 
most suitable places on the Pennine Hills of east and south
east Lancashire and the West Riding of Yorkshire ; also in 
smaller numbers in east Cheshire and north Derbyshire. The 
nesting area is usually on the rough hill-sides and heathy 
moorlands above the cultivated grass-lands and below the 
boggy cotton-sedge moorland, at an altitude varying from 700 

to 1,200 feet. There, on the rocky outcrops, where the 
bracken and ling flourish, the nests are built either on or 
close to the ground in dead bracken or ling ; and frequently 
under the shelter of a stone, or in a stone wall about the old 
quarries, which are a conspicuous feature of the hills. Eggs 
are generally laid during the second and third week in May 
and vary from three to seven in a clutch (I have heard of one 
of eight), six being the most frequent. I believe the species 
is often double-brooded, but most certainly not always. 
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During the past fifteen years I have found about two 
hundred nests of the species, but only on two occasions have 
I found the egg of the Cuckoo deposited with it. The first, 
on June 15th, 1918, was recorded in British Birds (XII., p. 91), 
by Mr. Herbert Massey ; and the second was found on June 
2nd, 1922. 

Both nests were found on the same moor in the parish of 
Saddleworth in the West Riding of Yorkshire. They were 
placed in identical situations, under stones on old quarry 
banks, in positions easily overlooked by the Cuckoo, and 
where it was possible for the bird to squeeze herself in, and 
sit upon the nest, as can be seen in the accompanying photo
graph of this year's nest. 

Why should the Twite be such a rare fosterer of the 
Cuckoo ? for the Cuckoo is common to most localities where 
the Twite occurs; and in many places the Twite is even more 
common than the Meadow-Pipit (Anihus pratensis), yet nearly 
all Cuckoo's eggs in these localities are found in Pipits' nests 

Is it that the Twite feeds its young largely on seeds, which 
is unsuitable food for the Cuckoo ? 

If so, this rarity is easily accounted for ; and it is probably 
only through scarcity of nests of its own fosterer that the 
Cuckoo is induced or compelled to deposit its egg with those 
of the Twite ; certainly in both years in which I have found a 
Cuckoo's egg in the nest of a Twite, there have been fewer 
Meadow-Pipits than in normal seasons. 

It would be very interesting to know if any case had 
occurred where the Twite had reared a young Cuckoo. 

FRED. TAYLOR. 

[There are about eleven instances known in which the 
Cuckoo's egg has been found in the nest of the Twite, all in 
England (the"Lake District, Yorkshire and Lancashire), but 
I am Hot aware of any instances in which the young Cuckoo 
is known to have been reared.—F. C. R. JOURDAIN."; 

PIED WAGTAIL USING NEST OF HOUSE-MARTIN. 
ON July 15th, 1922, whilst walking through Pewsey, Wilts, 
my attention was drawn to a nest of a House-Martin (Uelichon 
urbica) under the eaves of a cottage from which a bird was 
looking out. A closer inspection showed that it was a Pied 
Wagtail (Motacilla a. lugubris), the whole head appearing 
through the opening. Although it was much interested in 
my movements it would not leave the nest. I had another 
look at the nest about 7.30 p.m., when the Wagtail was 
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evidently off feeding. She was again sitting on the morning 
of 16th. 

Although I know this species exercises considerable 
ingenuity in its choice of a nesting site, I do not recollect 
having heard of the use of a Martin's nest for the purpose. 

NORMAN GILROY. 

REMARKABLE CONSTANCY OF A NUTHATCH. 
IN my experience the Nuthatch (Sitta e. britannica) is an 
extremely close sitter and no interference with the nest entrance 
hole or eggs ever causes desertion. However, I think the 
following example of constancy is hard to beat. On May 26th, 
1922, in Montgomeryshire, requiring a complete nest and eggs 
for a museum, I removed a nesting-box containing a nest and 
six eggs of this species from its supporting nail about twenty 
feet from the ground, in an oak tree. I laid the box con
taining nest and eggs on the ground about thirty feet away 
from the tree and went away for six hours. On my return, 
to my amazement, I found a Nuthatch" sitting in the box on 
the eggs, in spite of this complete vertical and lateral alteration 
of the nest. I was only sorry time did not permit me to 
experiment as to how far the nest could be moved from its 
original site without causing desertion ! Incubation was, of 
course, advanced. W. M. CONGREVE. 

[cf. Borrer's Birds of Sussex, p. 83.—EDS.] 

FOOD OF YOUNG WHITETHROATS. 
I RECENTLY watched a male White-throat (Sylvia c. communis) 
feeding its two young on the cuckoo-spit insect (Aphrophora 
spumaris). The young birds, apparently a few days out of 
the nest, were following their parent amongst some bramble-
bushes, where the latter picked off the insects at the rate of 
two or three a minute. J. B. WATSON. 

MISTLE-THRUSH LAYING MORE THAN FOUR EGGS. 
IN my experience, and that of any ornithologist with whom 
I have discussed the matter, it is most unusual to find the 
nest of a Mistle-Thrush (Turdus v. viscivorus) containing more 
than four eggs. I have until this year (1922) only once found 
a nest of this species, out of many examined, with five eggs, 
and that was near Ypres in Belgium. 

This year at my home in Denbighshire I found six nests in 
all of this species in April and May. Two of them contained 
two and four young respectively, but the other four nests all 
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contained five eggs. In one of these with five eggs, incubation 
began on May 20th, and in the same big ash tree, but on the 
other side of it about two feet lower down, I ringed four newly-
hatched young on April 29th. 

Presumably the five were in the second nest of the pair 
whose young I ringed. W. M. CONGREVE. 

[Most collectors in the course of their experience have met 
with a few cases of five clutches of Mistle-Thrush, but the 
remarkable part of the above record consists in the fact that 
no fewer than four nests in a limited area and in a single 
season contained five eggs. Five is not the maximum number 
recorded as I am aware of five instances in which six eggs 
have been found in one nest (cf. Zool., 1910, p. 226). The 
nine eggs found in one nest by Mr. H. S. Davenport were 
evidently the produce of two birds (Zool., 1885, p. 333), as 
were also the seven eggs recorded loc. cit,—F. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 

REDWING IN SHROPSHIRE IN SUMMER. 
ON August 4th, 1922, a cat was noticed at Aston-on-Clun 
with a bird in its mouth. It appeared to be a young Thrush, 
but upon the owner, Mr. E. H. Potts, taking it from the cat 
he was surprised to find that it was a Redwing (Turdus 
musicus). Although it was in good condition, he noticed that 
it had at some time been wounded in the leg, so it is probable 
that the wound prevented its making the usual spring 
migration. H. E. FORREST. 

BLACK REDSTART IN LEICESTERSHIRE. 
DURING April and November, 1921, I saw one or two Black 
Redstarts (Phmnicurus ochrurus gibraltariensis) at the brick 
works at Thurmaston and in the latter month captured alive 
a fine male that_had injured one of its wings. 

W. H. BARROW. 

HEDGE-SPARROW NESTING AMONG HEATHER. 
On June 15th I found a pair of Hedge-Sparrows (Prunella 

modularis) nesting right out in the open moors on the 
north side of the Hambledon Hills in Yorkshire. The nest, 
which contained five nearly fledged young ones, was built 
in a patch of deep ling (Calluna vulgaris) and was placed only 
a few inches from the ground. There were a few mountain 
ash trees and stunted hawthorns not far away, but the 
nearest cultivated land was over a mile distant. I have 
never met the Hedge-Sparrow out on these moors before, 
and think the incident is sufficiently interesting to be 
recorded. "E. ARNOLD WALLIS. 
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EARLY MOVEMENT OF SWIFTS ON SOUTH COAST. 
I WAS very surprised to note a westerly movement of Swifts-
(Apus a. apus) on July 16th, 1922. The sky was heavily 
overcast the whole day, and a fairly strong west wind blowing. 
I noted no Swifts during the morning, but from 2.30 to 8.30 
p.m. many hundreds flew over Bexhill, Sussex, in a westerly-
direction. They flew slowly, at times only a few being seen, 
at others a great many, from near the ground up to about 100 
feet. At about 6 p.m. the largest numbers were passing, 
the birds being visible on all sides. I have annually observed 
the passage of Swallows and Martins in this direction in 
September and October, but July 16th seems a very early date 
even for Swifts. Since that date I have only observed the 
local birds in the normal numbers. 

CHARLES G. YOUNG. 

CUCKOO LAYING IN A WILLOW WARBLER'S NEST. 
I HAVE seen records of Cuckoos (Cuculus canorus) very occa
sionally utilizing Chiffchaff's (Phylloscopus collybita) and 
Wood-War bier's (Ph. sibilatrix) nests, but I do not remember 
any instance of a Cuckoo utilizing a Willow-Warbler's (Ph. 
trochilus). It may be of interest to put the following instance 
on record :—On May 28th, 1922, a Willow-Warbler's nest, not 
quite finished, was found here (Garstang) and when looked 
at again, about a week later, it contained three Willow 
Warblers' eggs (one badly broken) and one Cuckoo's. Besides 
one egg being broken, the nest was in a somewhat ruffled 
condition, and appearances pointed to clumsiness on the 
part of the Cuckoo when depositing its egg. The nest was 
in a recess in a steep bank and the Cuckoo must have had 
difficulty in finding foothold, which doubtless accounts for 
the disturbed state of the nest and the broken egg. 

W . FlTZHERBERT BROCKHOLES. 

CUCKOO RETURNING TO SAME SUMMER OUARTERS 
FOR FOUR YEARS. 

IN the spring of 1922, for the fourth year in succession, a 
Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus) returned to Hungerford Park, 
Berks. It has a very peculiar call, quite unmistakable—an 
attempt at " cuckoo," but unlike the note of others, even 
after their voices break in late summer. Its call remains the 
same throughout the summer. 

It never goes far from a wooded mound close to the house, 
and drives off any other male Cuckoo that approaches that 
place. 
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The above two facts seem to prove that Cuckoos return to 
the same spot and that the male Cuckoo establishes a territory. 

B. VAN DE WEYER. 

An almost precisely similar case has occurred close to my 
home at Appleton, Berkshire, where the very peculiar double 
note of a male bird has been noticed in the same restricted 
locality for at least four years. F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

TAWNY OWL TAKING A SQUIRREL. 
ON June 24th, 1922, Mr. T. Mallinson, a neighbour of mine 
at Raughton Head, Cumberland, who is a trustworthy 
observer, noticed a Tawny Owl (Sirix aluco) in daylight, 
carrying a prey of considerable size. He watched it settle 
in a tree ; and, following it up, startled it by throwing stones, 
so that it dropped its catch, which proved to be a full-grown 
squirrel, headless but still warm. As the Practical Handbook 
states that squirrels are only rarely taken by the Tawny 
Owl, I think it may be worth while to record this definite 
instance. E. U. SAVAGE. 

COMMON BUZZARD NESTING IN HAMPSHIRE. 
ON June 24th, 1922, I came across the Common Buzzard 
(Buteo buteo) nesting in the New Forest. My attention was 
first attracted by the persistent crying of the bird from an 
oak tree on the edge of an extensive but somewhat open tract 
of immense beech trees. Upon my approach, the Buzzard left 
the oak and soared round overhead for nearly forty minutes, 
crying all the time. I soon found the nest, which was in the 
upper fork of an enormous beech, and was fully 80 ft. from 
the ground. It was of great size, and by the down on it and 
the amount of" whitewash " beneath, must have contained 
young. The Buzzard twice pitched in a tree close to the nest, 
but did not actually go on to it. We found two old nests 
in the immediate vicinity, so that the birds must have been 
there for some years. I may add that the nest-tree was quite 
inaccessible except to a professional climber with ropes and 
the necessary appliances. NORMAN GILROY. 

[cf. Brit. Birds, X., pp. 272, 295, 296.—EDS.] 

SPARROW-HAWK PREYING ON SWIFT. 
ON July 3rd, 1922, I watched a Sparrow-Hawk (Accipiter 
nisus) carrying a Common Swift (Apus apus) in its talons. 
The Hawk had some difficulty in carrying its prey, but 
whether this was because of the strong breeze or because of 
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the Swift's struggles I could not be sure. Unfortunately I 
did not see the actual capture of the bird. There was a 
number of Swifts about, all flying high. 

WILLIAM P. S. TAYLOR. 

SHOVELER BREEDING IN LEICESTERSHIRE. 
Two pairs of Shoveler [Spatula clypeata) have frequented 
one of the Reservoirs at Bradgate all the spring and early 
summer of 1922. The keeper tells me that they have nested, 
though I have not myself seen either nest or young birds. 

W. H. BARROW. 

TUFTED DUCK BREEDING IN CUMBERLAND. 
FROM the occasionally observed presence of both sexes on 
suitable inland ponds and loughs during spring and summer, 
it is probable that the Tufted Duck (Nyroca fuligula) has been 
breeding in Cumberland for some time, but the record in the 
Zoologist (1888, p. 330) by the late Rev. H. A. Macpherson, 
and referred to in British Birds (Vol. II., p . 84), is the only 
one I can find. The record reads : " The hope that this 
species might nest in Cumbrian waters has at length been 
realized. A fine brood was reared in 1888 at no great distance 
from the Solway." In 1892, Macpherson published the 
Vertebrate Fauna of Lakeland and again mentioned this 
occurrence, but appears to have had the information second
hand as he added " I cannot vouch for this." Later, doubts 
apparently arose in his mind on the authenticity of the record, 
for in the article on Birds in theVictoria History of Cumberland, 
published in 1900, he wrote: " Proof of its having reared 
young in our midst is still to be obtained." The actual 
breeding of the species in Cumberland was also unknown to 
Mr. L. E. Hope when he wrote his paper on the " Ducks and 
Geese of the Solway " in the Transactions of the Carlisle 
Natural History Society, Vol. II., published in 1912 

In view of the above, it is satisfactory to be able to report 
that two nests were inspected by me this season in the neigh
bourhood of Carlisle. One with ten eggs was built among 
rushes in a small, deep pond on the east side of the town. 
This pond was known to have been frequented by Tufted 
Ducks during the two previous seasons, so when a pair were 
observed there on May 25th last, my son waded through and 
examined the numerous tufts of rushes with, however, a 
negative result. On June 17th we made another search, and 
discovered the nest high up among a thick growth of rushes, 
surrounded by water about two feet in depth. The duck 

H 
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was not seen to leave the nest, but she suddenly appeared on 
the bank, having dived the ten yards or so which separated 
the site of the nest from the bank. Although high up among 
the rushes the nest was well concealed, and the eggs were 
covered with the usual dark down, among which were a lew 
small white feathers. 

The second nest was among a rank growth of sedge (Carex) 
on the swampy margin of a small, deep pond a few miles to 
the south of Carlisle. It was inspected on June 19th and 
contained seven eggs, and, as in the other nest, there were a 
few white feathers among the down. I might add that the 
sites of both nests were within a few yards of public highways. 

F. H. DAY. 

COMMON SCOTERS INLAND IN CHESHIRE IN SUMMER 
ON July 9th, 1922, I saw a flock of seven adult drake Common 
Scoters (Oidemia n. nigra) on one of the Witt on Flashes near 
Northwich ; they were wild and uneasy and flew about in a 
compact bunch from time to time. For previous summer 
occurrences see Brit. Birds, Vol. VII, pp. 118 and 173, X. 
p. 120. On April 26th, 1922, a brown bird with pale cheeks 
was on the same flashes. In neither case did the birds stay 
for more than a day. A. W. BOYD. 

COMMON SCOTERS IN CARDIGAN BAY IN SUMMER. 
DURING the past few summers I have visited the north of 
Cardigan Bay, and have invariably found the Common 
Scoter (Oidemia n. nigra) present in large numbers. They 
may be seen every day at a distance of 200 to 2,000 yards 
from the shore, in flocks extending for about two miles along the 
coast. In 1922 I first noticed them on July 10th. 

On no other part of this or any other coast have I seen such 
large numbers of this species, and in Wales their distribution 
appears to be entirely local. Viewed through binoculars the 
majority seemed to be adult males. J. B. WATSON. 

[cf. similar records for north coast of Wales and Carnarvon
shire, Vol. VI., p. 158; VII., pp. 118 and 144, and Forrest, 
Fauna of N. Wales, p. 252.—EDS.] 

INCUBATION-PERIODS OF SOME " WADERS." 
THE following has just come to my knowledge : A shepherd 
reported a nest of Curlew (Numenius a. arquata), the fourth 
egg being laid on May 4th, 1922, with two young hatched 
on the 26th ; thus it hatched on the 22nd day. On being 
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instructed to note the cause of the other two not hatching, 
he reported that he broke the two eggs to see, on the 30th, 
and one contained a young bird still alive, while the other 
egg was " bad." As a reason, I suggest that, owing to the 
frosts prevailing about the first week in May, the bird 
incubated upon laying her first egg, thus causing the eggs 
to hatch irregularly ; the cause of the bird being alive in the 
other egg five days after the first two had run being that the 
temperature at that time was very high. The other egg was 
probably "frosted." I may also add that this year I noted 
a Redshank (Tringa t. totanus) to hatch on the 23rd day, a 
Golden Plover (Charadrius a, oreophilos) was still unhatched 
on the 22nd day and two Lapwings (Vanellus vanellus) 
went over 26 days each—the weather at that time being 
very backward. Usually the Lapwing hatches on the 
24th day. 

As an instance of range of breeding periods it may be noted 
that 1 saw the nest of a Snipe [Gallinago g. gallinago) on 
March 30th, 1907, containing three eggs, whereas on August 
4th, 1916, I fired at a Snipe which rose from four eggs. This 
fortunately was missed and the eggs were hatched before the 
12th, at which date I revisited the spot. 

E. RICHMOND PATON. 

BREEDING OF COMMON SANDPIPER IN OXFORD
SHIRE—CORRECTION. 

IN Brit. Birds XL, p. 189, details are given of three cases of 
breeding of the Common Sandpiper [Tringa hypoleuca) in 
Oxfordshire. A recent inspection of the original data tickets 
shows that the dates mentioned are incorrectly stated. The 
eggs taken between Sandford and Nuneham were found on 
May 28th, 1907 (not 1904 as stated). The nest with two 
eggs found by Mr. Tickner at Nuneham was taken on May 
22nd, 1904, and that between Pinkhill Loch and Bablock-
hythe on May 13th, 1903, and not in 1910 and 1912 as stated. 

F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

GREEN SANDPIPER IN SHROPSHIRE IN JUNE. 
ON June 18th, 1922, a Green Sandpiper [Tringa ochropus) 
was flushed on a brook near Condover, Shrewsbury, by a 
keeper named Jesse Cartwright. He knows the bird well, 
having shot several at different times in this neighbourhood, 
where I also have seen the species in winter. The date is 
remarkable and might be construed as an indication of 
breeding but for the fact that only one bird was seen. It is 
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a coincidence, however, that the late Henry Shaw found a 
pair in summer about 1870, in the very same locality, and 
their behaviour led him to think that they had a nest. Un
fortunately he was not aware that the Green Sandpiper 
deposits its eggs in the nest of some arboreal bird, so his 
search on the ground proved fruitless. I have records of this 
species in Shropshire in every month of the year, but the 
majority are in autumn and winter. The above is the only 
instance in June, though I have several in May, July, and 
August. H. E. FORREST. 

GREEN SANDPIPER IN ANGLESEY. 
ON July 15th, 1922, my wife and I saw a Green Sandpiper 
(Tringa ochropus) at Llyn Llywenan, in Anglesey. It is 
possibly worth recording, as I gather from Forrest's Fauna of 
North Wales and his Handbook (1919), that it has not been 
recorded for that county. A. W. BOYD. 

WHISKERED TERN IN CHESHIRE. 
A WHISKERED TERN (Hydrochelidon I. leucopareia), a bird new 
to the Cheshire fauna, visited the Northwich district from 
July 8th to 12 th, 1922. 

On July 8th I saw three Terns at a considerable distance 
flying over Marbury Mere, and noticed that one showed some 
black on the under-parts, but could see no more details of its 
plumage. On the following day they had left the mere, but 
I found them over Witton Flashes, a mile distant. One was 
an adult Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) ; the second seemed 
to be an Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisata), but it did not fly 
close enough for me. to be definitely certain ; the third was a 
Whiskered Tern. This my wife and" I watched for a long time 
as it flew up and down, fly-catching, with a buoyant graceful 
flight, after the manner of a Black Tern (H, n. nigra). After 
resting for a time on a stump in the middle of the flash it passed 
close to us several times, in company with the Common Tern, 
and was a noticeably smaller bird. It had forehead, crown 
and nape black ; face white below the black cap ; back and 
wings grey—much darker than the Common Tern ; throat and 
breast ligh,t—almost whitish ; belly and flanks black (or 
practically so), this black apparently extending as far as 
the tail, the short forks of which were white on the under
side ; bill and legs red; wings white on the under-surface 
except for a triangular brown patch on the under-side of the 
carpal joint. 
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I felt certain of its identity as soon as I saw the colour of its 
bill and legs, as it is a bird I had seen on one or two occasions 
in Egypt. 

On the following day (July ioth), Mr. T. A. Coward and Mr. 
R. M. Garnett accompanied me and we found the Arctic Tern 
only at Witton Flashes ; the Common and Whiskered Terns 
had returned to Mar bury Mere. Mr. Coward confirmed my 
identification and pointed out when first we saw it at a great 
distance that from its flight it was obviously one of the " Marsh-
Terns." A fairly strong breeze was blowing from the west and 
it acted exactly as I have seen a Black Tern act in similar 
circumstances : it flew slowly up wind, fly-catching and then 
turning flew rapidly back on the wind, turning again and flying 
slowly up wind as before. 

On July 12th I saw two Common Terns only on the mere, 
but Dr. C. Cairnie who visited the locality on July n t h and 
12th to look for the bird, wrote to me to say that he saw it on 
both days ; on the second he got a very close view of it and 
noticed all the details of flight and plumage that we had seen ; 
in addition he added that " when it stooped and spread its tail 
feathers it displayed a dark transverse band bent in the middle, 
with the apex of the angle at the fork of the tail." 

We could find in the Dresser collection no bird showing 
exactly the same markings on the under-side of the carpal 
joint and the under-side of the tail, so that it was probably not 
fully mature. 

During the few days before there had been extraordinary 
fluctuations of the barometer and a high wind, which may 
account for its occurrence at this time and place. It is pro
bably worth mentioning that when I visited a large Ternery 
in Anglesey on July 17th I saw no Terns at all and learnt from 
the watcher that they had all disappeared a week before—just 
about the time that these birds appeared at Northwich. 

A. W. BOYD. 

[The Whiskered Tern does not in any plumage have a 
dark mark on the under-side of the wing. On the other 
hand, other details prove that the bird was of this species.— 
H. F. W.] 

PUFFIN IN SHROPSHIRE. 
AN adult Puffin (Fratercula arctica) was found alive four 
miles west of Shrewsbury on August 2nd, 1922. It had 
evidently been blown inland by the strong wind of the pre
ceding night. H. E. FORREST. 



114 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. xvi. 

REPORTED CARRION-CEOWS NESTING AT LAMBAY ISLAND, 
Co, DUBLIN, NOW STATED TO BE RAVENS.—The Hon. Cecil 
Baring now reports (Irish Nat., 1922, p. 34) that the birds 
recorded for several years as Carrion-Crows, breeding on 
Lambay Island (see Brit. B., XL, p. 141, XIV., p. 166), have 
been wrongly identified and are certainly Ravens. 

WAXWINGS IN YORKSHIRE.—Records of the occurrence of 
Waxwings (Bombycilla garrulus) in various parts of Yorkshire 
in November and December 1921, which are additional to 
those already noticed in our pages (see Vol. XV.), are given in 
The Naturalist, 1922, pp. 163-4. 

EARLY ARRIVAL OF CUCKOO IN YORKSHIRE.—Mr. R. 
Fortune states (Nat., 1922, p. 163), that Mr. H. Mortimer 
Batten saw a Cuckoo (Cuculus canorus) on the moors near 
Hutton-le-Hole on March 29th, 1922. 

GREENLAND FALCONS IN FORFARSHIRE AND OUTER 
HEBRIDES.—Mr. G. G. Blackwood records (Scot. Nat., 1922, 
p. 49), that he saw a Falco r. candicans on January 23rd, 
1922, near Dundee, while Mr. G. Beveridge states (p. 94), that 
he saw one in the Island of Vallay on March 21st, 1922. 

HOBBY IN FORFARSHIRE.—Mr. D. G. Hunter states (Scot. 
Nat., 1922, p. 49), that a keeper shot an adult male Falco s. 
subbuteo at West Balmirmer, near Arbroath, on June 21st, 
1921, while in the middle of August he shot a rather smaller 
bird of the same species on the same farm. While this is 
indicative of breeding in the district it must be pointed out 
that the second bird was not preserved (the first was) and 
may not have been a young one or indeed even a Hobby. 

FULMAR PETREL BREEDING ON RATHLIN ISLAND, IRELAND. 
—Mr. J. A. Sidney Stendall announces (Irish Nat., 1922, 
p. 56) a new breeding place in Ireland for the Fulmar Petrel 
(Fulmarus g. glacialis), viz., at Rathlin Island, Co. Antrim, 
where seven birds were seen " last season " (1921), one pair 
hatching out. Colonies are already known at Horn Head 
and Tory Island, Donegal, besides those in Mayo and Kerry. 

SLAVONIAN GREBE AND SPOTTED CRAKE IN LEICESTER
SHIRE.—Mr. W. H. Barrow informs us that a female Podiceps 
auritus was shot on the river at Wanlip on January 1st, 1922, 
and a male Porzana porzana at the same place on August 
20th, 1921. 
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