
LETTERS 
THE WHITE-BILLED NORTHERN DIVER AS A BRITISH 

BIRD. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—In his recent article on the White-billed Northern Diver (antea, 
pp. 9-12) Mr. H. F . Witherby definitely identifies the Norfolk record 
now in the Booth Museum, Brighton, as Colymbus immer. That a 
mistake had been made in identifying this bird as C. adamsii was 
recognised by Mr. W. R. Oglivie-Grant as far back as 1898 ; 1 saw the 
bird in December of that year and soon afterwards, when examining the 
series of Divers from the Seebohm Collection in the British Museum, 
with Mr. Oglivie-Grant, he referred to this record as a case of mistaken 
identity, saying that the culmen line was always straight in C. adamsii; 
this proved true in the series in the British Museum. Professor Collett 
had already given the straight culmen as a diagnostic character in his 
article in the Ibis (1894, pp. 269-283), and there seemed no reason to 

Tracing of beak of No. 12925, Victoria Memorial Museum, 
Ottawa; sex indeterminate; taken on Prince of Wales Strait, 

23rd September, 1916, by J. Hadley. 

doubt it, till a year or two later I was able to examine three adult 
C. adamsii in the collection of Dr. Dwight of New York—birds collected 
by Mr. E. A. Mcllhenrry in Alaska ; the test of a straight culmen line 
applied to two, but in the third case it did not, the culmen line being 
as in C. immer. I recalled this on reading Mr. Witherby's article, 
and wrote to Dr. Rudolph M. Anderson of the Victoria Memorial 
Museum, Ottawa, asking him to examine the series of C. adamsii he 
had brought back from his Arctic expeditions. He replied that he too 
had read the article and had finished a careful examination of the 
seventeen adxilts and one immature in the museum and enclosed the 
results. The culmen line in eleven adults is perfectly straight, in six 
the culmen line is depressed a t the t ip from one-eighth to one quarter 
of an inch—hardly enough to materially alter the diagnosis of a straight 
culmen. The one immature bird (12925 V.M.M.) has the culmen 
noticeably curved downwards as shown in Dr. Anderson's sketch; i t 
too has the quills whitish nearly to the tips like all the adults examined 
by Dr. Anderson. J . H. FLEMING, 

[As the Great Northern Diver breeds in Banks Land i t seems not 
unreasonable to suggest that this bird might be either a C. immer with 
atypical quills or a C. adamsii with an atypical bill.—H. F . W.j 
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T H E VELOCITY OF FLIGHT OF BIRDS. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—During the summer I have endeavoured to estimate the 
velocity of the flights of birds by comparing them with the speedometer 
of my car. 

On June 4th, 1922, on Winterbonme Down, a Cuckoo (Cttctdus c. 
canorus) flew along a fence by the side of my car for quite 400 yards 
before it swerved to the left. During this time the needle of my 
speedometer rested a t 23 miles per hour. 

A Pied Wagtail (Motacilia a, lugubris) on June 28th flew off its nest 
under a railway bridge a t Sutton Mandeville, "Wilts, and continued 
over the middle of the road. Keeping pace with the bird for over 
100 yards, I found its speed was exactly 25 miles per hour. 
FOVANT, N R . SALISBURY. R, C. C. CLAY. 

THE SUMMER FLOCKING OF STARLINGS. 

To the Editors of B R I T I S H B I R D S , 

SIRS,—The Rev. E. U. Savage's notes (antea, p . 77), on the flocking 
of Starlings are of considerable interest. To judge from my own 
experience, however, I should think tha t flocks of thousands of non-
breeding birds, such as the one he describes, must be rather exceptional. 

While in Edinburgh, in 1921, I was interested to note tha t while 
some of the local birds were building in March, small flocks of adults 
were noted up to April 28th. These were apparently in breeding 
condition, with bright yellow bills, bu t from the lateness of the date 
must have been non-breeding birds, certainly those seen after April 15th 
or thereabouts. Again on May 23rd I saw a small flock of adults which 
must also have been either young of the previous year or unmated 
birds. 

These are the only cases I have known of non-breeding Starlings. 
CHARLES G. YODNG. 

BEXHILL-ON-SEA, August 4th, 1922. 
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