
TOTES 
" BRITISH BIRDS " MARKING SCHEME. 

"Ringers" are requested to send in to the Editor as soon 
as possible their schedules, together with a list showing the 
number of each species ringed. 

AUTUMN EMIGRATION AT SELSEY BILL. 
I STAYED at Selsey Bill, Sussex, from July 29th to August 3rd, 
1922, fortunately in a house very close to the sea. I have 
always thought that Selsey Bill would prove to be one of the 
best points for observing migration along the South Coast, 
and I was much interested in the amount I saw during 4 ! 
days' observation, before it is generally expected, except 
perhaps in the case of the Swift. Swifts (.,4. apus), Swallows 
(Hirundo rustica), and Sand-Martins (R. riparia), were often 
seen flying E. to W., always parallel with the shore, within 
fifty yards of the beach or a few yards out to sea, and nearly 
always against a fairly strong W. or S.W. wind. I never saw 
one of them flying in the opposite direction and I did not see 
a House-Martin (Del'than urbica). 

On two occasions I saw birds go directly out to sea, right 
out of sight, near the surface. They went at right angles to 
the shore at the very point, and so not at all in the direction 
of the Isle of Wight, These were one Swift at 10.15 a.m., and 
five Swallows at 11.15 a.m. 

The only other migrants I saw were a Whitethroat {Sylvia 
communis) and Willow-Warbler (Phylloscopus trochilus) on 
August 2nd. NORMAN H. JOY. 

ABERRANT SONG OF A CHIFFCHAFF. 
ON April 23rd, 1921, my attention was attracted by a rather 
loud and melodious song of a Willow-Warbler (Phylloscopus 
t. trochilus) in one of the Chines at Bournemouth, which 
ended up " chiff-chiff " in a high key. 

In order to investigate further I entered the Chine, and 
sat on a seat under a birch tree, being accompanied by my 
wife and daughter. We had not been there very long before 
an undoubted Chiffchaff (Ph. c. collybita) alighted in the 
birch tree, no more than three feet from us, and poured forth 
the usual series of typical Chiffchaff notes. A silence of a 
few minutes ensued, when it started to pour forth a typical 
Willow-Warbler song, except that it was much louder and 
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richer in tone and ended up by the notes " chiff-chiff " i n a 
high key, instead of dying away into a low key as does the 
typical song of the Willow-War bier. We sat perfectly still, 
and the performance was repeated many times, and I had an 
ample chance of comparing the song, as a Willow-Warbler 
was singing not more than a dozen yards away. 

This bird interested me very much, and I visited it on 
many occasions during my fortnight's stay, at all times of 
the day, and never failed to find it singing its strange song 
in its accustomed spot. 

I visited the same Chine again on the 6th May, 1922, and 
found both the Chiffchaff and Willow-Warbler at the same 
place. The Willow-War bier-like song was uttered at the 
same intervals as last year, ending with " chiff-chiff," not so 
loudly, but more continuous. The true Chiffchaff song 
was also uttered. The lower tone I assumed to denote that 
the female was sitting, especially as the intervals of song 
were occupied in driving away the male Willow-Warbler, 
which was singing close by. It still frequented the same 
birch tree, and I had many opportunities of watching it at 
close quarters and for quite a long time. I may mention the 
aberrant song was in no way like the subdued throaty notes 
mentioned by Mr. Astley (Brit. Birds., Vol. XII., p. 44), 
which I have also heard used in the autumn. 

C. W. COLTHRUP. 

RING-OUZEL IN NORFOLK WRONGLY RECORDED 
AS ALPINE RING-OUZEL. 

HAVING recently had the opportunity of examining the 
supposed Alpine Ring-Ouzel (Turdus torquatus alpestris) in 
the collection of Mr. T. E. Gunn, which was obtained in 
Norfolk on September 18th, 1894 (Zool., 1895, pp. 56, 99), I 
came to the conclusion that it had been wrongly identified. 
I have now been able, through the kindness of Mr. Ernest 
Gunn, to show this bird to Dr. C. B. Ticehurst, who agrees 
with me that it is merely an example of Turdus torquatus 
torquatus. B. B. RIVIERE. 

TUFTED DUCK BREEDING IN CUMBERLAND. 
ABOUT fifteen years ago I had some hand-reared Tufted 
Ducks (Nyroca fuligula) which I kept full winged. Since 
then a few pairs of Tufted Ducks have nested each year in 
tufts of rushes in the ponds near Solway Moss and are 
very good at rearing their young ones. About seven eggs 
appear to be the usual number. RICHARD GRAHAM. 
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TUFTED DUCK BREEDING IN NORTH LANCASHIRE. 
WITH reference to the Tufted Duck (Nyroca fuligula) breeding 
in Cumberland (antea, p. 109) it may be of interest to state 
that a pair nested near Lancaster in 1922. 

H. W. ROBINSON. 

MANX SHEARWATER IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 
ON the morning of September 2nd, 1922, I was told that a 
boy had brought a Sea-Gull found that morning in their 
fowl house ; when I looked at the bird I found it was a 
Manx Shearwater (Puffinus p. puffmus) ; it was alive when 
brought to me, but died soon afterwards ; a strange bird 
to be found so near the centre of England as Byfield.Northants. 
I suppose the bird was on passage across the country and 
came down exhausted. The night of September 1st to 2nd 
was, I think, calm and still. B. D'O. APLIN. 

LARGE CLUTCH OF OYSTERCATCHER'S EGGS. 
ON July 7th, 1922, when in company with Mr. H. E. Lynne-
Jones, I found a nest of the Oystercatcher (Hcematopus 0. 

ostralegus) on Lundy Island, North Devon, containing five 
eggs. One of these was badly smashed in on one side, and 
contained a hard dried-up yellow substance ; three other 
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eggs were unfertile, and the fifth appeared much incubated. 
The bird was sitting on all five eggs, and in my opinion they 
were all one laying. The nest was situated on the top of a 
rock, some 25 ft. above the level of high water. 

C. J. PEING. 

[Although the normal clutch of the Oystercatcher is three, 
this number is frequently exceeded. Sets of four eggs are 
not uncommon, but higher numbers have rarely been recorded, 
though a five-set from Hiddensoe is mentioned in the 
Omiiholog. Jahrbuch, 1912, p. 174, and six eggs in one nest 
were found in Norfolk in 1913 (cf. Z00L, 1914, p. 172), and on 
the shore of the Clyde on May 17th, 1921 (Scot, Nat. 1921, 
p. 134), in each case probably laid by two hens.— 

F. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 

RUFF IN SHROPSHIRE. 
ON August 26th, 1922, I had brought to me for identification 
a bird which had been shot on the northern outskirts of 
Shrewsbury. It proved to be a Ruff (Philomachus pugnax) 
and, judging by the bright buff edges to the feathers on the 
back, a young bird. I was struck by the colour of the legs, 
which were of a dull grey hue. According to most authorities 
they are yellowish. The only author who says otherwise is 
Montagu. He writes : " Neither the colour of the bill nor 
the legs is to be depended upon ; the former is of all shades, 
from dusky to a pale dull yellow, and black at the point; and 
the latter is sometimes of a dingy green. Others have their 
legs flesh-colour, or pale dull yellow." He goes on to say that 
those with dark plumage have dark bill and legs, and vice 
versa. The above is only the third record of this species in 
Shropshire. H. E. FORREST. 

SPOTTED REDSHANK IN NORTH LANCASHIRE. 
IN Mitchell's Birds of Lancashire (second edition) the Spotted 
Redshank (Tringa erythropus) is given as a rare visitor, 
occurring irregularly on passage. Six records only are given 
of its occurrence in Lancashire, and an immature specimen 
shot in the Ribble Estuary in September, 1909, brings these 
records up to seven. 

On August n t h , 1922, there was one at the mouth of the 
Lune which remained there until the 16th. It frequented 
one or other of three pits of stagnant water, sometimes in 
company with three Common Redshanks (T. totanus). 

H. W. ROBINSON. 
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THE SANDWICH TERN AS A NORFOLK BIRD. 

FIVE and twenty years ago the Sandwich Tern (Sterna s. 
sandvicensis) was quite an uncommon bird even in the autumn 
on the Norfolk coast; but of recent years it seems to have 
frequented the harbours more and more at that season. In 
the spring it was almost unknown except as a-passing migrant 
at sea, until some half-dozen years ago a few began to frequent 
the fernery at Blakeney Point, and statements were occasion
ally made that nests had been found there. Prior to 1920, 
however, no definite proof of nesting was forthcoming, though 
I once saw a clutch of three supposed Sandwich Tern eggs 
from the point, which were, however, only very abnormally 
large Common Terns. 

In 1920 one or two pairs of Sandwich Terns settled down 
at Blakeney, and nested among the Common Terns on the 
shingle ; and in another locality in north Norfolk there was 
at least one nest that year. 

In 1921, so far as I know, there was only one pair of Sand
wich Terns nesting at Blakeney. A single egg was laid in the 
sand on the furthest ridge of the point, and was one of the 
few eggs that escaped destruction by the great tide early in 
June. 

In the present year, 1922, it is therefore of great interest 
to record that the Sandwich Tern has nested in considerable 
numbers in Norfolk ; in one colony alone 80-100 pairs were 
estimated to have laid. It is believed that many of these 
birds turned up after being disturbed at the Fame Islands or 
elsewhere, as they were late in arriving in Norfolk. At one 
Norfolk colony I saw about fifteen nests early in June, but 
these had increased to seventy-three by the end of the month 
and ninety by the middle of July. 

On all sides one tears of the sites of ferneries being altered 
or abandoned this year, and an investigation into the causes 
of this would seem to afford a most interesting field of enquiry. 

CLIFFORD BORRER. 

INCUBATION PERIOD OF ROSEATE TERN. 

HAS the incubation period of the Roseate Tern (Sterna d. 
dougallii) been determined ? Dr. Louis Bureau in his 
interesting monograph on this species thought it was about 
eighteen days, but had not proved it. 

On Jure 10th, 1922, I found a Roseate Tern sitting on one 
egg. Incubation had commenced, as I marked the bird on to 
the egg several times. On the evening of July 5th the egg 
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was slightly chipped, and on the morning of July 6th the 
chick was calling loudly in the shell. It evidently could not 
free itself, as some hours later, when I expected to find it 
hatched, it was dead, cold and deserted by its parents. In 
this case, which however, is not quite normal, the period was 
at least twenty-six days. I understand that the other closely-
allied species of Terns hatch in about twenty-one days. 

F. L. BLATHWAYT. 

[Professor Lynd Jones has recorded the period as observed 
in N. America as twenty-one days.—F.C.R.J.] 

HERRING-GULLS HAWKING FOR WINGED ANTS. 
ON September 6th, 1921, at Margate, Herring-Gulls (Lams a. 
argentatus), Starlings (Sturnus v. vulgaris), and House-Sparrows 
(Passer d. domesticus), were hawking in the air for black-
winged ants, which were swarming everywhere. 

C. W. COLTHRUP. 

NEW COLONIES OF LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULLS 
IN NORTH LANCASHIRE. 

ALTHOUGH new colonies of Black-headed Gulls (L. ridibundus) 
are fairly plentiful in North Lancashire, the same does not 
apply to Lesser Black-backed Gulls (L. fuscus affinis). In 
1922 I found a new colony of the latter on a moor not far from 
Carnforth amounting to 20-24 pairs. In 1921, several 
pairs nested on Walney Island, but the unemployed men at 
Barrow were allowed to take their eggs for food, on account 
of rarer species nesting close to their site. 

H. W. ROBINSON. 

GREAT BLAOK-BACKED GULL NESTING IN 
WESTMORLAND. 

As there is no authentic case of the Great Black-backed Gull 
(Larus marinus) nesting in Westmorland, it may be of interest 
to state that I found a pair nesting on a moss in the southern 
part of the county and marked their two young ones with 
rings on July 18th, 1922. They probably nested there also 
last year, for I saw the two parents in exactly the same place 
on July 31st, but had no time to look for the young, which 
were in all probability on the wing. 

Macpherson, in his Fauna of Lakeland, states that several 
pairs nested on the fells at Rusland in 1889 and one pair in 
1890, but Rusland is well in Lancashire. 

H. W. ROBINSON. 
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